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GAZETTE SELECTIONS. 



Thursday, i** June. 

Messrs. Otls and GaJlann.— Mr. Otis, it feems, 
has found out, that Mr. Gallatin has talents, if 
he has not " a fecond fhirt to his back.'* Perhaps 
Mr. Gallatin may have made the difeovery which 
others have made, that Mr. Otis has more than a fe- 
cond ihirt to his back, and ruffled ones too ; and that 
he has a comfortable fhare of legal aflurance, which 
fometimes paffes for abilities. As the eaflern dele- 
gate has had his heart foftened, and has conddcend- 
ed to compliment Mr. Gallatin upon his 'fpeech, 
what a pity the Pennlylvania delegate could not fer 
a moment forget his dignity and candour, and not 
only compliment Mr. Otis upon his Boflon town- 
meeting fpeech, but upon his faculty of ftringing 
words as Yankees firing onions ! ! ! 

Remarh on the above. — It is not ftrange that the 
minds of a certain party fhould be ruffled by the 
pointed and conclufive anfwer of Mr. Otis, to the 
i:emarks of their leader, whatever may be the ftate of 
their ftiirts. If it was a compliment to him to fay 
that he had made the only American fpeech that was 
4divere4 Qn their fide ; it was no great compliment 
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to them, — ^When occafion requires, the Yankees will 
ihow themfelves as ready at bringing up inmrgents 
as they are at bringing onions. 

French Impudence and Irijh Ignorance exemplified.'^^ 
The following letter was received by the printers on 
Saturday, and they have the firongeft reafon to fup- 
pofe, that it gave rife to the report that Captain Gar- 
rifcan had fent his inflruftions to this city. 

TRANSLATION. 

Citizens James Carey and John Markland, 
No. 83, North Second Street. 

On hoard the French Brig he Pandour^ at Sea^ 
2d Prairial, c^th Year of the French Republic ^ 
one and indivifiile. 

Citizens, 

By your paper of the 13th May (No. 82), I have 
fecn with the greateft furprife, the falfe reports of 
Captain Swain, of the fchooner Expedition. I will 
retort the whole, in afluring you that the Englifh 
have not only not taken the leaft fortification in the 
ifland of Porto Rico, but they have not even tried 
ihe efFe^s of the Spanilh cannon on that ifland, the 
Governor whereof is a brave foldier. 

I have likewife feen in feveral newfpapers from 
New- York, libels of the printers of that city againfl 
the French privateers. If any of them have com- 
mitted any reproachable ads, pleafe to aflTure the 
citizens of the United States, that the generality of the 
privateers take a pleafure in^ and make it their facred 
duty^ to exercife in the execution of the orders which 
thoy have from Government, that humanity and gene^ 
ifofity which is infeparable from French republicans^ 
Compare, for an inflant, the conduft of the EngHfh 
with ours, and you will be ealily convinced of the 
difference which is between the two. It is to be 

bopcd;^ 
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hoped, that the wifdom and prudence of your repre- 
fentatives, together with thejuftice and equity of the 
French Government, will draw clofer the knot 
whifch tied us ; and that nothing hereafter may be 
able to difunite us. This is the wifh of my heart. 

[0' Careys Daily Advert ifer.^ 

I 

JS. J. CahelPs Lefter frefenUd hy a Grand Juty.^^ 
At the Court of the United States for tlic middle 
circuit, in the diftri6l of Virginia, at the capital, in 
the city of Richmond, on Monday the 22d day of 
May, 1797 ; 

Prefent — ^James Iredel, Efq. one of the Juftices of 
the Supreme Court of the United States, and Cyrui 
Griffin, Efq. of the diftridl of Virginia : 

A number of gentlemen were fworn as the grand 
inqueft for the body of the diftriA, who having 
received their charge, retired from the bar, and re- 
lumed with the following prefentment. 

We of the grand jury of the United States for the 
diftrid of Virginia, prefent as a real evil, the circular 
letters of fever al memhers of the late Congrefs^ and par- 
ticularly letters with the fignature of Samuel J. Cd- 
bell, endeavouring, at a time of real public dangef> 
to diffeminate unfounded calumnies againft tht 
happy government of the United States, and thereby 
to fepar ate the people therefrom^ and to increq/e, orpro^ 
ducey a foreign influence ruinous to the peace, happt- 
»els, and independence of the United States. 

John Blair, Foreman* 

(A copy.) Telle, 

Wm. Marshall, Clerk. 

And yet Meffrs. Giles and Nicholas vow and pro^ 
teft, that there is no fuch thing as a French faction \ 
Thcfe gentlemen come from Virginia, but it feem^ 
they have never h^ard any tlfmg Qf the matter. 

B 3 FRiDAV> 
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Friday, 2*^ Jctne, 

The Jefferfoniad. — At a time when it is (b necelV 
(ary for tiie fafety and independence of the United 
States, that the French Government Ihould be taught 
that all the branches of our Government are in 
union, and that the people are refolved to fupport 
their Government; we find, on the contrary, in-^ 
triguing charatSlers, hoflile to our liberties, retorting 
to every expedient to keep alive the hopes and ex- 
pectations of the French tyrants. The efforts of 
ifome of the minority in the Houfe of Reprefenta- 
tives of Congrefe, cannot fail to Simulate the Di- 
cecftory to profecute the plan of fubjugation and 
plunder. 

; fiarras (in his infolent, bombaftic fpeech to the 
ineek and fuppliant Munroe, who truly reprefented, 
not the good people of America, but a fet of debafed 
and crouching ratellites) fays, that " France will not 
degrade herfelf to calculate the confequences of the 
coiklelcenfion of the American Government to the 
fiiggeftions of its ancient tyrants." — On this text 
thcfe official RedaiSleur, by order of (he Direftory, in 
a paragraph written no doubt by De la Croix, fays, 
jj^rance will never forget that, in fpite of the moft 
wicked inlinuatioos, there pa(Ied, only by a majority 
of two votes, that fatal treaty which has put the 
^Jaaericans under the guardianHiip of the Englifli.'* 
Ahempts are now making by French partifans, to 
perfuadc France that there is only a majority of two' 
votes againft a propofition which has for its avowed 
objc<Ss the meancfl: acquiefcence in the unprovoked 
outrages o( haughty France, and a humble tender of 
advantages lo which (he can have no juft prcten^ 
fions;, until ihc ba.s offered an apology for her infults 
and compenfation for her piracies. 

If France can be thus perfuaded that there is 
Y^^io a icw votes of a majority of the reprcfcntatives 

of 
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W t!ie people devoted to h(!T interefts, with the Vice*. 
prefident at their head, can it be any longer doubt- 
ed, that (he will pelrfift in attempting the fubrerfioa 
of our conflitution> and the defirudtion of our li-* 
berties i 



Extras of a Letter from a GentJeman in Virginia ta 
his Friend in this City,—^^ The pfefent appears to me 
to be a criiis in the fortunes of the human raccu 
France evidently feeks to govern the world,> by 
placing power in the hands of men who will be Tub* 
tervient to her for the prefervation of that power. 
Thus Holland in the form of a republic is^ and nmft 
be, as obedient to France as a French province^ 
That Government can only be preferved by the pro- 
tection of France, and thofe who govern can only 
k^p their places by the fame prote<Stion« So ia 
Italy you perceive a republic or two is now forming. 
It is by no means impoilible, that the Aiiftrian do- 
minions in Italy may be loft during tbe prelent war, 
and converted into one or more republics. If the 
pecuniary aid of Britain is withdrawn, they muft be 
loft. Thefe republics can only preferve their ex- 
iftcnc6 by the aid of France, and they will, confc* 
quently, be entirely under her control. Should 
his dominions in Italy even be reftored to the Eov- 
peror, a French party will be found there, which 
will not eafily be extirpated, and which will be 
ready in another war to take up arms for France. It 
appears to me, that an effort is making to govern 
the whole world, either by conqueft, or by placing 
power in the hands of men who will ufe it fo as to 
promote the views of France. The only effort which 
has ever been made in this country by a foreign 
nation^ to influence our eledlions, and to place 
power in the hands of the partifans of fuch foreign 
nations, has been made by France, and fhe has 
made it fecretly, and openly. She has made it by 
the immediate inftrumentality of her public agents^ 

B4 and 
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ftod by that of American citizens devoted to her* 
The £»ne plan which is incefiantly purfued in £u-> 
«p0, is puriued in America alfo. It is to place 
|iawer in the hands of thofe who are indebted to 
France for it, or who will ufe it for her aggrandize- 
ment. In Europe, it is enough to eftablilh a repub- 
Utaii form oF government ; in America^ it is necef- 
&ry to do mom. Foflefiing, already^ a governtaent 
ptirdy republican, it is neceiTary to calumniate it, 
to excite jealoufies of the republican diipofitions of 
thofe who condu6l it, and thereby to bring them into 
£frepute with the people^ and, by doing fo» to fill all 
jour departments with men wh(^ being eleded by a 
paffion for France, muft keep up that pailion to 
keep their places.. The effort to univerial dominion 
is plam, and it4 progrefs is rapid. It feems to be 
impoffible that the French party in our country caft 
be btrnd to this danger. They moft fee it, yet they 
court it. They keep the people blind,, by talking of 
a Britifh influence, which they know does not and 
cannot exifl:.. Of this, the letter afbribed to Mr. Jef- 
ierSxiy if really written by himi is a Arong inAancc. 
I hope and have. heretofore believed, that he did not 
"write it* I wait with eager nefs for his denial of it* 
1£ it fhall not be denied, I own that my opinion of 
tke moral charadler of that geqtloman, as well as of 
•his politics, will be much diminiihed.*' 

To Thornas Jeffeifon^ E/q. — It is now no longer a 
doubt that you are the author of the abominable 
letter to Mazzei, which has made fo much noife, and 
excited fo much indignation, throughout the United 
States. 

Your iilence, after being publicly, and repeat- 
edly, called on by numbers of your fellow-citizens'to 
difavow it, is complete evidence of your guilt. Had 
you been innocent of the charge, all who know your 
keen fenfibility at everything which appears in print, 
to implicate your eondudl, and who Imve heard your 

profcflions 
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profeflions of rcfpe6l for public opinion, are fatisfied 
that you are filent, becaufe you dare not contradidt 
it : confidering you, then, as the avowed author of 
that indecent libel againft the government and cha- 
raflier of your country, I Ihall animadvert on it with 
4hat freedom which the magnitude of the fubje6t 
requires. 

The effefts intended to be produced by you ia 
Europe are apparent, from the writings of a Frenph 
jouroalift. 

The following comments are made on your pre- 
cious letter m the Paris Monheur : — " The intereft-^ 
ing letter from one of the moft virtuous and enlight- 
ened citizens of the United States, explains the con^ 
du£f of Americans in regard to France. It is certain^ 
that, of all the neutral and friendly powers, there is 
noae from which France had a right to expeA more 
i^terefr a^d fuccours, than from the United States. 
She is their true mother-country, fince Ihe has af- 
fured to them their liberty and independence. Un« 
grateful children \ inftcad of abandoning her, they 
ought to have armed in her defence. But if impe- 
rious circumfrances had prevented them from openly 
declaring for the Republic of France, they ought, at 
leaft, to have made demonftrations, and excited 
appiiehenlions in England, that at fome moment or 
other they would declare themfelves. This fear 
alqne would have been fufficient to force the cabinet 
of London to make peace. It is clear, that a war 
with the United States would ftrike a terrible blovr 
at the commerce of the Englifti, would give them 
uneafinefs for the prefervation of their pofTeflions 
on the American continent, and deprive them of 
the means of conquering the French and Dutch co- 
lonies. 

. " Equally ungrateful and impolitic, the Congrefs 
hafrens to encourage the Englilh, that they might 
jpurfue, in tranquillity^ their war of extermination 

againft 
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akgainft France, and td invade the colonics And corii^ 
inerce of France. They feftt to Londori a Minif- 
ter, Mr. Jay, 4novvn by his attachioent to England, 
and his perlbnal relations to Lord Grcnville^ and he 
concluded, fuddcnly, a treaty of commerce which 
iinited them with Great Britain mbre than a treat;^ 
of alliance. 

*' Such a treaty, under all thef |>fcrtiliar cirCnm- 
fiances, and by the eonfequetices it muft produce, is 
an adl of hoftility againft France. The French Go- 
▼Clrtiment, in fhort, has teftified thd refentment of 
the French nation, by breaking off Communication 
tvith an ungrateful and faithlefs ally, until Ihe will 
return to a more jufl and benevolent conduft* juf- 
tice and found policy equally approve this meafure 
of the French Government. There is no doubt it 
will give rife, in the United StateSj to difcuflions 
which may afford a triumph to the party of good 
republicans, the friends of France. 

" Some writers, in difapprobation of this wife and 
ncceffary meafure of the Directory, maintain, that in 
the United States the French have for partifans only 
certain demagogues, who aim to overthrow the ex- 
iting government. But their impudent falfehoods 
convince no one, and prove only what is too evi- 
dent, that they ufe the liberty of the prefs to ferve 
the enemies of France." 

The effects intended to be produced by your let- 
ter in the United States, and the cfFe6ls which it 
muft inevitably produce, will be hereafter examined. 

A Fellov^-gitjzen. 



There being fome talk of inacmracy in the tranjlation 
which' has appeared in the papers^ of the following let^ 
ter, we lay it before our readers in the French. 

From the " Gazette Nationale ou le Moniteur Uni- 
vtrfel," Paris, Sixtidi, 6 Pluviofe (January 25). 
Florence, le 1*^' Janvier. — Lettrc dc M. Jefferfon, 

ci-devant 
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ti-^dfcvant Miniftre des Etats Unis en France, ct 
Secretaire au departement des affaires etrangeres^ i 
un citoyen de Virginic, 

Cctte lettrc (literalement traduite) eft adreflec a 
M. Mazzei, auteur deS '^ Recherches hifloriques et 
politiques fur les Etats Unis d'Amcrique,'* demeu- 
rant en Tofcand* 

** Notre ctat politique a prodigieufement change 
depuis que vous nous avez quitte. Au lieu de ce na^ 
ble amour de la liberte et de ce gouvernement r^pub- 
licain, qui nous out fait paiier triomphans a tracers 
les dangers de ia guerre, un parti Anglican-monar- 
diico-ariftocratique s'eft 61eve. Son objet avoue efl: 
de nous impoier la fubftance, comme il nous a deja 
donne les formes du gouvernement Britannique; 
cependanl le corps principal de nos citoyens refie 
iidele aux principes republicains. Tous les pro- 
prietaires fonqiers ibnt pour ces principes^ ainli 
qu'une grande maile d'hommes a talens. Nous 
avons contre nous (republicains) le pouvoir executif, 
le pouvoir jadiciaire (deux des trois branches de la 
legiflatute), tous les ofiiciers du gouvernement, tous 
ceux qui afpirent a I'etre, tous les hommes timides 
qui preferent le calme du Defpotifme a la mer ora^ 
geufe de la Liberte, les marchands Bretons, et les 
Americains qui trafiquent avec des capitaux Bretons^ 
les fpeculateurs, les gens interedes dans la banquq 
et dans les fonds publics (etablifTemcns inventes dans 
des vues de corruption, et pour nous aflimiler au 
modele Britannique dans fes parties pourries). 

^^ Je voMS^d&rmerois la Jievre li je vous nommaisles 
apoftats qui ont embrafle ces herefiesj des hommes 
qui etaient des Solomons dans le conleil, et des 
Samfons dans les combats, mais dont la chevelure a 
cte coupee par la catin Anglcterre. 

" On voudrait nous ravir cette liberte que nous 
avons gagaee par, tant de travaux et de dauofers. 
Mais nous la confervecons ; notre mafTe dc poids e^ 
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de richeffc eft trop grandc pour que nousi ayohs i 
craindre qu'on tente d'employcr la force centre nous. 
II fuffit que nous nous reveiUons, et que nous rom* 
pions les liens ]iliputiens dont ii nous ont garrotes 
pendant le premier fommerl qui a fuccedc a nos tra- 
vanic. II fuffit que nous arretions les progres de ce 
lyfleme d'ingratitude et d'injuftice ehvcrs la France, 
de qui on voudrait nous aliener pour nous rendre a 
Finfluencc Britannique/* etc. 
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Munroe. — " We are at length acquainted witli 
all the circumflances relative to the infamous treat- 
ment this country, through their Minifter, has met 
with from the French. Surely there never was a 
more impudent pretence for quarrelling with us-r 
Munroe intends, it is faid, landing in New-Hamp* 
fhire, and travelling home through the eaftern 
States, bccaufe he has never feen that part of America. 

*^ Does he fuppofe there is a man, not reduced to 
a- ftate of idiotifm^ who can be impofed on by fuch 
a pretence ? Cabal and fad^ion are in his heart ; he 
has been impregnated by Barras and De la Croix ; the 
foetus is completely formed, and the parturition will 
be promoted by the obftctric hands of Goody Lang- 
don and Goody Jervis, affifled by that old gentle- 
woman lately retired from the chief magiftracy of 
Mafl'achufetts^ The returning good fenfe, which 
is fhowing itfelf in all parts, will, I hope, take the 
proper fleps to produce an abortion. Munroe is 
precifely following Genet's manoeuvre ; that impu- 
dent Frenchman exhibited himfelf from the fouth 
upwards ; Munroe will make hi& experiments from 
the north downwards ; Fauchet and Adet have, by 
their emiflaries, been making their ej^periments to 
the weftward. America is thus to be ftroked back- 
wards and forwards, and croffways, by thofe imper- 
tinent quacks, in imitation of Dn Perkins, with his 
metallic tra^ors. As to France^ every exert ioa 

ihould 
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fhould be made to avoid a rupture, confiftent with 
the duty we owe ourfelves. She is undoubtedly 
endeavouring to deftroy our independence, and re- 
quires us to fall proftrate before her : that I would 
not do, but I would open an avenue for her to retreat 
if fhe ihould be fo inclined. If I thought an envoj 
extraordinary would be more acceptable to the Di«» 
re<Slory than a minift^r plenipotentiary^ I Ihould have no 
objedlion to gratify them. I believe, however, they 
are not playing fo childifli a game ; they are aiming 
at ejfentials^ and it is our duty to let them know, 
that, although we have borne a great deal, yet there 
is a point beyond which we are determined not to 
gOt . If France is determined to quarrel with us, 
Ihc will do it whether we fend an envoy extraordi"*' 
nary or a minifier plenipotentiary. It is indifpen<« 
iably neceflary therefore to make vigorous prepara^ 
tions for defe>ice ^S^ 
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American Anecdote. "-^^ Frenchman being lately 
id company with an American, the converfation 
turned on the difference between their countries^ 
The Frenchman was a little on the high ftrain of 
enthuiiafm, and faid his country would make the 
Americans do as they wifh, as they did the Italians 
in Italy. The American very promptly replied, that 
the Americans were men and were warriors, and tha 
Italians only fongAers ; that they had never been 
cut out for wielding thejword to defend their rights. 

[If this man had confulted certain members in 
Congrefs, they would have told him he fhould not 
make ufe of fuch irritating language.] 
^■^-^— — — ^■^-^^— ^— ^-^-^^^— ^— -^ - - ' _. _^ , 

♦ Why not lay for war f What fort of a nation is that which 
docs nothing but defend ititM} Such a nation muft ever be like a 
pwn beiieged, suij nui^ times out of ten it wiU capitulate or be 
takep. 

Saturday, 
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Saturday, 3^ Juke. 

Modes of Corruption.'^-'Pi. correfpondcnt fuggefts 
that there are various modes of obtaining inftuencB 
by corruption ; one may be, giving a large fum to a 
lawyer as flanding counfel for the French Republic ; 
another may be to releafe the captured veiTels of a 
friendly merchant ; another to withhold payment for 
a large fupply of leather^ or other articles, furnilhed 
the Republic by contraS^ until the contractor gives 
the proper evidence of civtfm by juAifications, apodo-; 
gtes, cQnceilions, ^pd abufe of Great Britain ^t 



"*^ 



Jeff^r/on.". — A curious contraft might be diiplayed,j 
by exhibiting the letter of Citizen Jefferfon to Citizen 
Mazzei in one column, and by its fide the fpeech 
of the Vice prefident of the Upited States to the 
Senate, q;^ taking the oath tQ fupport the confti-i 
tution, a conilitution m form lil^e the Britifh conn 
ftitution. It is faid that an ingenious work of this 
kind is now preparing. The work would he more 
complete if the author would fubjoin^ in a third 
column. Citizen Jefferfon^s letter to Citizen Benjamin 
Batmeckefj the black m^n. 
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In the courfe of the prefent and preceding year, 
the merchants of the United States of America are 
fuppofed, on a moderate calculation, to have loft 
by the unjuft captures of the French nation on the 
high feas 13,000,000 dollars. During the prefent 
ieffion of Congrefs, one of the members, a country 
gentleman, noways concerned in trade, brought 
forward a refolution to call on the French nation to 
>ay our merchants for the cargoes which had beea 
l^en from them; andj extraordinary tp tell^ 

* Proofs of inibnces of all thefc modes of corruption coul4 
have been produced very eafiiy. 

Mr, 
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Mr. LWngfton, the reprefentative of the city of 
New- York; Mr. Swanwick, ditto, Philadelphia j 
and Mr. S. Smith, ditto, Baltimore ; oppofed themo^- 
tion, and declared the French ought not to be alke4 
^ch an tmreqfonabh thing. 



Monday, 5^^ June, 

Remarks qn Congrefs. — ^After fpending forty tboOY 
land dollars of the public money, in a confultation 
pf two weeks on a piece of bufinefs which a jury of 
twelve well-informed boneft men would fettle in 
two days, and treading over the fame ground twenty 
times, in order to confufe a fubje6l: which is one of 
the plainefl that ever came before a Icgiflative body* 
the French partifans in a great aflbmbly arc at 
length driven to declare themfelves. The refult of 
their tedious deliberations is this ; they are willing^ 
citizens^ to fubmit all your complaints again ft France, 
of intrigues, infults, and fpoliations of property to 
the 'amount of twelve million of dollars, to the jui!^ 
tice and honour of the French Government ; they 
are fo very polite as not even to mention thefe inju- 
ries in their communication to the Prefident, al- 
though that was the very bufinefs for which they 
were called together ; fome of them, indeed, feem 
fo terrified, or fomething worfe, that they declare it 
is much better to lole all the money, than to rifle 
the difpleafiire of the terrible Republic, by talking 
about our lofies, even among ourfelves, for fear her 
agents fhould overhear us. But when they fpeak 
of French merits and the caufes of French com- 
plaints (which God knows are both non -entities), 
every man talks like a Cicero or a Ftjher Ames. The 
French, they fay, are the faviours and guardian 
angels of this country. Our treaty with them, and 
all the other treaties we ever made with any natioa 

oa 
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on earth5 Hiall be laid at their feet, that they may 
pick and choofe out of them. Tbis^ citizensj is the 
manner in which thefe daflards, if they do not de- 
ferve a worfe name^ have debafed themfelves ; and 
may the curfe of cowards light upon them, as furely 
as they are endeavouring to debafe us alL Thefe 
fervants of ours are willing not only to part with 
our money, but they are ready alfo to throw our 
honour into the bargain^ 



mum 



Tuesday, 6^^ June* 

The Lyon cf Vermont. — ^To-morrow morning at 
eleven o'clock will be expofed to public view the 
Ijfm of Vermont. This lingular animal is faid to have 
been caught on the bog of Hibernia, and, when ^ 
whelp, tranfported to America ; curioiity induced a 
New-Yorker to buy him, and moving into the 
country, afterwards exchanged him for a yoke o£ 
young bulls with a Vermontefe. He was petted in 
the neighbourhood of Governor Chittenden, and 
foon became fo domeilicated, that a daughter of bi^ 
Excellency would flroke him and play with him as 
a monkey. He differs conliderably from the African 
lion, is much more clamorous and leis magnani- 
mous* His pelt reiembles more the wolf or the 
tiger, and his geflures bear a remarkable affinity to 
the bear : this, however, may be afcribed to his hav* 
ing been in the habit of aiTociating with that fpecies 
of wild beaf): on the mountain : he is carnivorous, 
but not very ferocious — has never been detected in 
having attacked a tna^i^ but report fays he will beat 
women. 

He was brought to this city in a waggon, and has 
feveral days expofed himfelf to the public. It has been 
motioned to cage him — as he has difcovered much 

unea-* 
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tineafinefs at going with the crowd*. Many gentle- 
men, who have feen him, do not hefitate to declare^ 
they think him a moll extraordinary beaft* 



Wednesday, 7*^ t;^E» 

Debt of Gratitude to France. — Clearly as it appears 
to every candid mind, that we neither do, nor evei* 
did, owe any thing to the prefent rulers of FrancCj 
the falfehood is ftill repeated, not only in all the de- 
mocratic circles, but by fome members of a great and 
very refpedlable affembly. If any thing can equal the 
fiupidity of this conduA, it is the obfthiacy with 
which lome men perlill in it. Suppofe, for a mo- 
ment, there was a debt of gratitude due to Louis 
XVI. and his Court, there can be no juftice what- 
ever in transferring this obligation to his murderers ; 
to men, who at that period had no more concern in 
the adl of affifiing America, than the flaves of 
Algiers. 

Thefe ufurpers (for fuch they are in the worft and 
fuUeil fenfe of the term) were, at that period, moft 
of them too young, and all of them too poor and 
infignificant, to have any thing to do in the bu(ine(8» 
Country lawyers, infidel philofophers, fiage-players, 
mendicant abbes, and others equally defpicable^ 
who acquired power in the revolution by intrigue 
and violence, can never be the legitimate heirs of the 
Bourbon family, or the true reprefentatives of the 
landed and monied intereft of France. No ; the 
revolution has been complete, in a phyfical as well 
as a moral view ; not only the government, but the 
palaces, the warehoufes, the fields, and the trea- 
fures, have all fhifted hands. The rightful owners 



* It will be feen in the proceedings of Congrefs, that this beaft 
alked leave to be excufed from going with the reft of tho Members 
to wait on the Prelidcnt. 

VOL. VI. c have 
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have been violently difpofleffed ; fome of them ar* 
murderedj and others are now wandering in exile ; 
and the property as well as the power of that devoted 
country have been feized, as a prey, by a band of 
daring confpirators ; by men, as unufed to property 
as they were to power, and who, to retain lK)th, op- 
prcfe flieir brutificd countrymen, and fpread confu- 
fion, rapine, and carnage, as for as they can carry 
their arms or intrigues. 

Whatever fubmiffion, therefore, cowards may think 
k due to this terrihle Repuhlic^ we are furely under 
no obligation to her, cither moral or political, for the 
benefits we received from her murdered fovereign* 
On the contrary, as foon as Ihe feized the govern- 
ment, Ihe difplayed a policy inimical to the United 
States, and ftill perfeveres in it ; fhe has fown dif- 
cord among our citizens, plundered our commerce, 
broke the faith of a treaty ihe claimed^ and infuhed 
bur jufi and peaceable government in the moft ofFen- 
iive manner ; and thefe things have not been tranl^ 
ft&ed in a corner, but having paiTed on an open 
theatre, are notorious to all Europe. 

How much then muft the glory of the United 
States be obfcured in the eyes of virtuous and intel- 
ligent foreigners, when they fee men, of fome rank 
and refpecftability in the commonwealth, join a few 
mercenary gazetteers, in offering incenfe to this 
wammoH eyteniy ! Will it not be juft to prefage our 
approaching diiTolution, when twenty years only 
have produced ib great a declenlion in private and 
pablic virtue, and the facred principles of truth and 
jufiice? 

Let us bring the bullnefs home, and endeavour 
to illuftrate it by fuppojfing a cafe, which is much 
left improbable than many others that have happened 
in our memory. If an army of French revoIutionifl$ 
ihould land on or near our country, and, by open- 
ing the prifon-doors, proclaiming liberty to the 

Haves, 
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Haves, and holding out the temptation of* equality 
(or plunder, which is fynonimous) to the worthlefs 
and profligate, they fhould organize a holy infur- 
redlion in the fouthern States; fuppofe, again, th^y 
fhould be fo fortunate (which God forbid !) as to re- 
duce two or three of thofe States ; and, to fortify theit 
conqueft, they fhould transfer the property from the 
prefent proprietors to their flaves, and to others, the 
vile inftruments of the revolution ; would the mid* 
die and northern States ftill acknowledge them as a 
part of the American confederation ? would they 
liften to thefe intruders with any patience, if they 
claimed a right in the Union of 1776, or pretended 
to any Ihare in the 'honour of eftablifhing the Anie- 
rican independence in its rights or franchifcs ? 
Would they not rather confider them as a common 
enemy, and arm with zeal to expel or crufh them^ 
as foon as poflible ? 

I have adduced this fuppofltion, becaufe it is not 
an improbable one, and to afk our fouthern orators^ 
the principal advocates of the French intereft, how 
they would relifti fuch an event. They cannot be 
weak enough to imagine, becaufe they had figured 
on the floor of Congrefs, or elfewhere, as the par* 
ti(ans of France, that their property, or the prd* 
perty of their friends, would be the more fccure* 
Thefe new lords of the foil would not inquire, whe* 
ther a man was a democrat or an ariftocrat in poli- 
tics, whether he was a federalifl: or anti-federalift, 
devoted to England or to France, but what wealth 
he had ; and whether he would carry a mufket to 
fubjugate the other States. 

If this cafe has any analogy with our relation io 
France, and I fincerely think it has, what fhall we 
fey to thofe orators in Congrefs, who labour fo zeal- 
oufly in recommending the rebel government of 
that country to the friendfhip and gratitude of their 
•fellow-citizens ; and this at a time when her armies 

c 2 are 
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are dcfolating Europe from motives of ambition ; her 
agents and minifters are infulting our own Govern- 
ment ; and her pirates are plundering our veflels in 
every part of the ocean ? I am really aftiamed that fo 
degenerate a fpirit Ihould appear any where in the 
United States, and much more when it appears in 
her public councils. Jf, like the uninformed In- 
dians, we are really awed by the devil, in the name 
of all that is chriftian and manly, I hope we fhall 
not copy them fo clofely, as to fall down likewife 
and worfhip his image. 



Thursday, 8*^ June. 

G" Careys anfl the Learned Fig. — Advertifement.— 
The docility, tra£tability, and fagacity of many ani- 
mals, fuch as the dog^ horfe^ and elephant^ have been 
as much the theme of converfation as the ftupidity 
and ftubbornnefs of the pig has been proverbial. 

This little animal forms an exception to the gene- 
ral rule ; for he not only equals any, but exceeds all 
the above in their moft eminent qualities. 

He will read right, fpelly lell the hour of the day, 
diftingufti colours, the number of perfons prefent, 
&c. &c. And what is more aftonifhing, any lady or 
gentleman may draw a card and keep it concealed, and 
the pigy without any helitation, will difcover the 
card drawn from another pack. 

To be feen by any number of perfons, at Mr. 
Cook's houfe, corner of Market and Third Street, 
from ten. in the morning till one, and from two till 
feven in the evening. .Admittance one quarter of a 
dollar. . 

It may not be amifs to inform thofe who have a 
(^cfire to fee the pertprmance of this fapient animal, 
that they will do well to lofe no time in gratifying 
their curiolity, as it is confidently reported, that the 
O'Careys arc about to engage him as editor to their 
Gazette. Friday^ 
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Friday, 9^^ June. 

John B — //, E/q. Grog-man and BankrnpL-^T^o the 
inhabitants of the counties of Philadelphia and 
Delaware, and the public in general. On Friday, 
Jupe 2d, broke into the fouthertn apartment of that 
magnificent fabric at the corner of Walnut and 
Sixth Streets, a Mr. John B — 11, taylor, debauchee, 
grog-drinker, and fquire. This wonderful animal 
was bred in the village of Darby, in the county 
of Delaware. At the age of eighteen he received 
the honourable title of grog- drinker, at twenty 
he obtained the name of del)duchee, for which he 
was caft out of the tabernacle of the holy lambs. 
He fought fafcty by flight, and arrived fafe at Sa- 
lem, New-Jerfey. Here he exhibited a fpecimcn 
of his ablilities with the infipid fair, and the grog- 
men, but was foon obliged to move his quarters ; 
he next pitched his tent in Baltimore, and from 
thence to Virginia. From Virginia the grog-man 
returned to his native village of Darby, after an ab- 
fence of feven years> more or lefs. The exploits of 
the fquire being very notorious, it would therefore 
be fuperfluous and indelicate to repeat them, as the 
chief of them overftep the modefty of nature. 
Shortly after his arrival in the village of his nati- 
vity, he fet up grog-drinking, cock-fighting, and 
horfe-racing, which he perfevered in for the fpace 
of three years, when, fome how or other, his neck 
flipt into the noofe of matrimony. He then moved 
to Philadelphia, rented a houfe in Strawberry Alley, 
and commenced grog-drinking on a very extenfive 
plan. He has fometimes been feen at noon-day 
crawling into his door on as many legs as a fnap- 
turtle generally ufcs ; and it would have taken a 
very Ikilful phyfiognomirt to have diftinguiflied him 
from that animal. Having drank grog and eaten 
oyfters for nine months, he bequeathed his landlord 

03 a three- 
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a three-legged llool, a few needles without eyes, and 
the cleanfing of hell *, in place of his rent. 

This fame fquire grog^man having a little low 
cunning, with which he took in his brother flats, 
got credit of them to the amount of feveral hun^ 
dreds, and is now paying them off with a fponge. 

The faid fquire grog- drinker is to remove his 
quarters on the twenty-fixth of this month ; therefore 
every honeft, difhoneft, fuperficial, or judicious 
landlord, inn-kepeer, ftore-keeper, &c. &c. are 
hereby cautioned to have no contractions with hirn 
the faid fquire, for, inflead of the ready rhino, they 
will receive the fponge. 

Jim^ iij 1797. A BILKED Creditor, 



Saturday, 10^ June. 

French ^nd Sfanijh Cruelty towards American Saih 
9fs. — Captain Merrihew, of the ihip Mount Vernon, 
gives the following account of the different fpolia- 
iions committed on the trade of the United States 
by French privateers, which came immediately 
within his own knowledge during his ftay at the 
port of St. John's, Porto Rico, and which can be 
^ttefied alfo by a number of other citizens of Ame- 
rica, who had the misfortune to be carried in there. 

Captured by the privateer Vengeance, the 

ichponer -r — , Loring Taber matter, belonging 

to Boftpn, bound to Jamaica, and fent to St. Do- 
mingo. The mate and feveral of the crew of faid 
ichoon^r were put on fhpre at St. John's, deftitute of 
every neceffary, being plundered even of their 
wearing apparel t the mate tookfick in a few days after^ 
and died y the expenfes of his interment, &c. were 
defrayed by the different American captains. 

' I — J. 

* Hell is under a taylor'9 fhop*t}oard« 

The 
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The lliip Hope, of Bofton, John Seward mafter, 
was captured by the pilot-boat Democrat, in a fcvr 
hours after leaving the ifland of St. Thomas. This 
veflel was loaded with coffee and cotton at Surinam^ 
and bound to Bofton, fince condemned. — Captain 
Seward was kept a prifoner on board the privateer 
Democrat, for fix days after her arrival ; and had it 
not been fdr the very fpirited exertions ufed by fome 
American captains and others, he would not even 
then have obtained his liberty. 

Captured and brought into port, and fincc con- 
demned, the fchooner Delight, of Penobfcot, Mark 
Hatch mafter, bound from Barbadoes to fome port in 
the United States ; the captain and crew turned on 
Ihore at St. John's, dejt'ttute of both money and clothety 
heing pillaged. 

Captured and brought into port, and condemned, 
by the privateer Vengeance, the brig Two Sifters, oif 
Baltimore, Captain Hubbard, bound from Montferat 
to the ifland of St. Thomas ; the captain plundered 
of his wearing apparel, and every other neceflary 
belonging to himfelf and crew. 

Captured and brought into port, the bark Sufan^ 
of Biddeford, — -— — Smith mafter, bound from 
St. Vincent's to North Carolina. Captain Smith and 
his crew turned on (hore (though they folicited 
much without effedl to be left in the bark), wherb 
they remained at the town of St. John's, at a very 
heavy cxpenfe, to wait the iflue of the bark's trial 
at Guadaloupe, which finally arrived about the mid- 
dle of May, Verdift of the French tribunal, cargo 
condemned, the veflel cleared, but the bark's re- 
gifter, fea-letter, and all her other papers deftroycd 
or made away with by the captors, and the veflTel fo 
much pillaged by them as not to be in a ftate to 
return to the continent. 

Captain Smith applied to Mr. Paris, the French 
marine a^ent at Porto Rico, to afiTift him to put the 

c 4 bark 
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Tbarque in fuch a condition as would enable him' to 
return in her to Biddeford, without any redrefs or 
-cfFeft. Captain Smith was therefore neceffitated 
to piarchafe the American fchooner Delight, which 
•was condemned ; in the purchafe of which he was 
joined by Captain Strong, and five or fix different 
Captured American maflers and mates ; being the 
only alternative they had left to return to America. 

Brought into the port of St. John's by a French 
privateer, the mate and crew of a fchooner belong- 
ing to Bofton*, whom they turned on fhore without 
a.fecond fhirt or jacket, or a fingle dollar in their 
pockets. This fchooner, name forgotten, was owned 
at Boflon, and commanded by Captain Dunken- 
dorfF, loaded at Tobago, and bound to Bofton. 
Cleared. 

.. Brought into port by the privateer Triumph, the 
brig - ■ ■ , John Fry inafter, bound from Baltimore 
to St. Bartholomew's. After feveral days detention, 
and loaded with innumerable expenfes, he was with 
difEculty cleared, but on a flipulated condition of 
entering into a written obligation to acquit the 
owner and captain of the privateer from all cofl and 
damages. 

Captain Williams, of Baltimore, of the fchooner — -, 
belonging to Norfolk, and his people, were brought 
toSt.John's by the privateer Vengeance, and turned 
on Ihore without a dollar in their pockets. They feiit 
the! fchooner for trial to St. Domingo, where flie 
-was foon condemned, under pretext of not having 
either regifl:er or fea-letter, which the captain of the 
privateer was bafe enough to deflroy or conceal. 
. Taken by the privateer brig Vengeance, and fince 
condemned, the fhip William, of Portland, Robert 
Strong matter ; bound from St. Kitt*s to Portland, 
In a few nights after the capture of faid fhip, the 
mate of her, and one failor and the cabin boy, whom 
the privateer permitted to remain on board, took aa 

opportunityi 
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opportunity, while the French prize-mafler and eight 
Frenchmen were nappii^g orofftheirguard, to rifeoa 
them and retake the ihip. In the conflidl, which lafted 
a confiderable lime, the French prize-mafter and two 
of the Frenchmen were killed, and three others 
badly wounded ; but, unfortunately, (he next day the 
Ihip William was met near Porto Rico and retaken 
by the French privateer Eagle. Both from the cre^w^ 
and owners of the privateers the brave and intrepid 
American mate and mariner experienced every degree 
of cruel, unmanly, and favage ufage, difgraceful to 
be related. Thefe two bold and brave fellows were 
fent in a few days after, to fland their trial before a 
French tribunal, to St. Domingo, in an open boat, 
double ironed on both legs and hands \ and, if report 
faid or fpoke truth, with orders to throw them both 
vverbqard if the boat was chafed by an Englifh cruifern 
The American captains, and others, prclented a fpi- 
rited and humane memorial to the Spanilh governor 
of Porto Rico, Don Raymondo de Cafiro, reprc- 
fenting thofe men as American fubjedls, and praying 
that they might be tried by the Spanilh laws ; but 
to which he never deigned to return an anfwer. 

Brought in by the privateer Vengeance, the 
fchooner », Captain Jones, of Bofton, who fold 
his cargo at Guadaloupe, and piirchafed a return 
cargo there, bound for Bofton, Captain Jones was 
met by an Englifli cruifer, and carried into St. Kitt's ; 
where, after trial, he was acquitted, and permitted 
to proceed on his voyage to Bofton, but was met in 
a few days after by the above privateer Vengeance ; 
and, merely under the pretext of Captain Jones be- 
ing at aBritifh ifland, he was again captured, from 
whole clutches he was glad to get clear, after feveral 
days detention, paying heavy port charges and other 
expenfes, and being plundered of all his ftock and 
fmall ft ores. 

Brought in by L'Efpiegle privateer, and ft nc,e con- 
demned^^ the brig Nabby of Hartford, bound from 

Antiguii 
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Antigua to New- York, loaded with rum, iugar, and 
coffee. 

Alfo the floop Hannah, of Milford, lincc con- 
demned, bound to -New-York, loaded with fugar 
and molafles, from Martinico. 

Brought in by the privateer Triumphant, the brig 
Ceres, of Newbern, James Moor mailer, loaded 
with lumber for Trinidad. So little regard had the 
owner or captain of this privateer to laws, cuflom, 
or ufage, that they flripped the brig Ceres entirely 
of her Ihrouds, and part of her running rigging and 
' Ipars, with which they again fitted out the privateer, 
though the brig Ceres* condemnation had not ar- 
rived when the Ihip Mount Vernon left Porta 
Rico. 

Brought in by a row-boat and eight men, and one 
fwivel gun, the fnow Harmony of Kennebunk, 
^urnham mafter ; bound from Barbadoes home 
i^ith rum. The owner of this privateer, Monf. M* 
Mallet, fold the cargo in a few days after, and the 
veffel in about four weeks after her arrival, though 
no condemnation for her had yet come to^hand. 

Captured and brought in by L'Efpiegle privateer^ 
the ihip Kitty, belonging to Mr. Coppinger of Phi-» 
ladelphia ; bound from the Ifle of France to iaid 

Sort, loaded with coffee, fugar, cotton, indigo, and 
ale- goods. 
Captain M'Pherfon, and Mr. Cox the fupercarga 
of the above ihip, were confined on board without 
even having permiiiion to converfe, or fee a fingle in- 
dividual, directly or indiretflly, or to correfpond with 
the ihore by letter. They at length foujid means, by 
the aid of Mr. Bayly, an interpreter, to have a flrong 
pnd urgent remonilrance, fiating their grievances, 
drawn up and prefented to the Governor Don Ray- 
mondo de Caiiro, but to which his Excellency 
never returned an anfwer ; and, finally, when the 
jfland was befieged by the Britilh, they were taken 

from 
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from on board the fhip with the crew, and clofdy con- 
fined in prifon, where they yet languifli without any 
profpeA of being liberated, unlefs by the interference 
of the Executive of their country. Five feamen of the 
above Ihip Kitty, all citizensof America, and with pro- 
tections in their pockets, were put on board the Spa- 
nifti frigate Juno to be fent to the Havannah and 
treated as Englifti prifoners of wan This extraordi- 
nary circumftancc happened on the morning of the 
day on which the Ihip Mount Vernon was to fail ; 
therefore there was no time to be loft to refcue thofe 
poor fellows from fuch a dreadful fituation. A ftrong 
and urgent reprefentation was made in their favour 
by fome American captains and others, that they 
might be put on board the fhip Mount Vernon^ 
which was at length granted ; but not until the very 
inftant that the fhip Mount Vernon was weighing 
anchor, when the poor fellows arrived from on board 
a guard-boat from the Spanifh frigate Juno. 

Some days previous to the (hip Mount Vernon 
leaving Porto Rico, there were thirteen American 
failors brought to the town of St. John's under a guard 
of ibldiers from the weft end of the ifland, and put into 
clofe prifon, where there were no lefs than fifty tie- 
jgroes confined. Thefe men were all American citi- 
zens, and had each of them a protection ; being 
part of the crews belonging to the brig Induftry of 
Bofton, Jofeph Ryder mafter, bound from Dema- 
rara to Bofton ; and of the fchooner Betfey, W. 
Sturges, from Trinidad ; and the fhip Induftry, Ro- 
bert Oram mafter, of Portfmouth (New-Hampftiire), 
all taken by a privateer and carried into Cape 
Rooke. 

Five American captains being made acquainted 
with the dreadful fituation that thefe poor fellows 
were in, clofely confined in a fmall cell, and the 
weather then extremely fultry, prefented a remon- 
ftrance to the Governor for theif liberation^ which 
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was granted, after their being confined in a loath-^ 
fome prifon nine days ; but on condition that they 
would pay the gaol fees, and that they fhould take 
them on board their different veflels off the ifland. 

Thofe thirteen mariners agree in their feveral ac* 
counts of what Captain Merrihew heard reported 
before, at the town of St. John's ; that the French 
privateers had taken within a fhort time feveral other 
American veffels, and brought them into the differ- 
ent ports of the fouth and weft part of the ifland of 
Porto RicOr Some of the captains, to the number 
of five or fix, as well as the crews of thofe veflels, 
took their p^ffage in a Danifti bark bound to St. 
Croix from Cape Rooke ; it being the befl opportu- 
nity that was prefented to tbem to return home, after 
lofing their veffels. 

' Captain Merrihew cannot conclude his recital 
without mentioning a matter that happened to him 
and the other American veffels at the port of St. 
John's, during the early part of the fiege of that 
town by the Britifli ; on which he would not pre- 
fume to comment, but leave it to an impartial pub* 
lie to draw what inference they think proper from lb 
extraordinary a circumftance. 

On the fourth or fifth day of the fiege the Britifli 
brought feveral mortars to bear on the town, and on 
the fliipping in the harbour ; which, of confequence, 
induced the fliipping for their prefervation to remove 
to a greater diflance round a point of land ; in per- 
forming which, as is always cuftomary, five or fix 
American veffels then in port hoifled their colours, 
to prevent the Britifli firing or annoying them while 
they were thus anxioufly employed in removing 
their. veffels to a place of fafety. The neceflity of 
hoifting their American colours was evident, as the 
French prize-mafter of the American fliip Kitty of 
Philadelphia, in omitting to ufe this precaution, was 
yearly inflrumental in the lofs of the ihip ; flie being 

fired 
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fired at, and flruckby a fhell, which went through her 
quarter-deck, but fortunately happened to lodge in a 
barrel of rice, which choked the fufee for the moment, 
until the people extinguiftied it without doing further 
damage to the fhip. But in about an hour after, the 
Captain of the port, Don Hurtado, came on board 
the Mount Vernon, and every other American veflel, 
and demanded, in the moft haughty tone of lan- 
guage, their veflels' colours, which were not re- 
turned them until after the Britilh abandoned the 
liege *• 



Monday, 12^*^ June. 

Peace with the Emperor. — Bofton, June 8.— Yef- 
terday afternoon arrived here the fti^ Telemachus, 
CaptainPrentifs, in thirty days from Liverpool ; by 
whom we have received London papers to May 4, 
which contain Parts news to April 28th, much later 
than before received. Thefe papers abound with 
events of the greateft magnitude. 

The article moft interefting to Americans, con- 
tains well-corroborated accounts that preliminaries of 
peace had been figned between the Emperor and 
the French Republic, having been concluded by 
the Archduke Charles and General Buonaparte. 
The events which led to this meafure were an un- 



* Will any one tell me then, that independence is fo veiy great a 
bleffing as it has been held to be ? Can this wordy this mere namt^ 
make up for the lolfes, the innumerable infults, the inconceivable 
mortification that the people of thefe " independent^* States are 
compelled to bear ? I enter not into the fubjecft of difpute between 
Great Britain and her American Colonies, which led to their inde- 
pendence ; nor do I know that, the quarrel once begun, independ- 
ence was not unavoidable ; but la flert that, abftraftedly confi-* 
dered, this independence was a great evil to America ; and I 
greatly fear rhat, inftead of profit and hooour, it will finally prove 
a ibiirce of mifery and difgrace. 

I cxamplpd 
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exampled fcrics of vicloric8 by the French artny irt 
Italy over the Auflriana, in which the latter loft be- 
tween fifteen and twenty thoufand men, in killed, 
wounded, and prifoners ; great quantities of ammu 
nition, military ftores, provifions, &c. and twa 
tnillions worth of quickfilver from the mines of 
Idria. Our corroborations of this intelligence are, 
fir ft, Mr. Fox in the Britiih Houfe of Commons, 
the 3d of May, announced the event, and Mr. Pitt 
did not contradid it. Second, the French Execu- 
tive Direftory, on the 26th of April, in a meifage 
to the Council of Five Hundred, fay, a difpatch from 
General Moreau is terminated by the following 
poftfcript : " A courier which I received this mo- 
ment from General Buonaparte, announces me the 
figning of the Hreliminaries of peace with the Em- 
peror.'" This meflage created the livelieft emo- 
tions of joy, as the harbinger of a fpeedy peace. 
Third, the Directory, in another meifage on the 
fame day to the Council of Five Hundred reipefting 
the French Colonies, fay, "The Conftitution ought 
not to be put in adtivity until after the peace ; but 
every thing announces that this peace will be con- 
eluded in lefs than a month.'* It may be neceifary 
here to ftate, that the reafon why the Diredtory did 
not receive a courier from Buonaparte announcing 
the above event as early as General Moreau, was, 
that General Buonaparte, in order to flop the ufelefs 
cfFulion of blood, direcSted the courier he fent with 
the intelligence to proceed to Moreau's and Hoche's 
array on the Rhine before he went to Paris. Fourth, 
General Vernier, Governor of Straft^urg (on the 
Rhine), announced by the found of trumpet on the 
a4th of April, a letter from General Regnier to Grc- 
neral Vandamme, as follows : " I have the pleafure 
to inform you. General, that the preliminaries of a 
peace, have juft been figned by the army of Italy ; 
and an armiftice has juft been proclaimed between 
4 the 
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the Auftrian army and that of the Rhine and Mo- 
felle ; and, in confequence, you will ceafe all hoftili- 
ties, and the advanced pofts will remain in. the fame 
pofition.** This event caufed unufual demonftra- 
tions of joy at Stralburg, which was brilliantly illu-* 
minated. At Paris numerous difcharges of artillery 
announced the peace ; bufinefs was fufpended, and 
the ftreets and gardens refounded with the fhouts of 
Vive la Paix J Five la Repuhlique ! Fifth ; General 
Leclerc arrived at Paris from the army ; left the 
two Generals fettling the preliminaries of peace* 
General Buonaparte required, that the formal 
acknowledgment of the French Republic by the 
Emperor mould be expunged from the treaty, as 
the Republic flood not in need of it for its exiflence. 
A number of lefs prominent occurrences convince u% 
that peace now exifts between the French Republic 
and the Emperor of Germany. 

It will be alked. Does the peace include Great 
Britain ? We can give no decifive anfwer on this 
head. A Paris paper of the 26th April fays, *^ The 
Directory alfo reckon on a peace with England :*' 
and on the 2d of May the Britifh Parliament voted 
one million eight hundred and eighty thoufand 
pounds loan to the Emperor ; likewife provifion for 
guaranteeing three million five hundred thoufand 
pounds, to be railed on account of the Emperor. 
This was on the day the news arrived of the Em- 
peror's having made peace ; the officiality of which, 
Mr. Pitt feemed unfatisfied with ; but told the Houfc 
if it was neceffary to flop the loan, it could be done 
in any ftage of the bilL 

The conditions of the peace are varioufly fiated. 
Some fay that ** Auftria confents to the boundaries 
of the Rhine and the Alps, and the liberty of Lom- 
bardy and Mantua." Others ftate the conditions to 
be, ** I ft, the independence of Italy. 2d, The cef- 
jfton pf part of Upper Auftria to the Prince of 

Orange. 
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Orange. 3d, The expenfes of the war to be paJd 
by the Emperor. 

The French armies of the Upper and Lower Rhine 
both pafled that river about the 19th of April. Ge- 
Deral Moreau attacked and carried, at noon-day, the 
ilrong poft of Kehl ; before 7 o'clock planted the 
tri- coloured flag on the battlements of that very 
Kehl which they had defended for fifty-two days 
againft Prince Charles and all the vigour of his ve- 
teran, army. General Hoche eftablifhed his pofi- 
tion on the right fide of the Rhine, after a pitched 
battle, and three a6iions, in whicTi he took {even 
thoufand prifoners, twenty-feven cannon, feven 
Itandards, and lixty waggons. 

j4?nerican Traitors, — To the Editor of a Bofioti Pa- 
fer : Paris, March 29. — *^ To the^difgrace of out 
country, and its degradation, in the eyes even of 
Frenchmen, there are a number of Americans, who, 
forgetful of every obligation which binds man to 
man, are engaged in fitting out privateers to 
cruife againft the American commerce ; and whofe 
folicitations have been highly inftrumental in pro- 
curing the unjufi orders relpc61ing American veffels, 
which have been ifllied by the Dire6lory. I know 
not the names of all the perlbns thus concerned, 
but am made acquainted, that among them the fol- 
lowing make a boafl of their depredations, viz. 
Captain lohn Coffin Whitney, Captain Wil- 
liam Cohell, Mr. William Allis, Mr. Ben- 
jamin Callcndcr, and Mr. Samuel Hatch, all of 
your place, or its vicinity. There are others whom 
I have heard named ; but they have been afhamed 
of their conducSV, and have done all in their power 
to repair it. I fympathize with the friends, parents, 
and connexions of the perfons named ; as they mufi 
condemn a cupidity which gratifies itfelf at the ex- 
penfe of patriotifm ; and, to refcue myfelf and pther 
Americans here from the general imputation, I muft 

requefl 



reqUeft that you make this as .publicoksoyjou^/caw. v 
Captain Thomas Lewis, of Marbleheadj Ellery, of • 
Cape Ann ; feveral NewrYorkcrs, and Southers, '• 
are on the fame black lift/* 
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Sparii/h Cruelty. — New- York, June lo. Captain'^ 
Pratt, juft arrived from Carthagena,- reports that, 
while he lay there, the fchooner Polly and Jdnfljr, 
Captain Parfons, of fourteen guns, from Jamaica, 
was brought in there ; which, after an cngagemtent * 
of two hours with two Spanifh privateers, one of 
lixteen, the other of ten guns, to the leeward of ' 
Carthagena, was boarded ; the Captain, firft and-^ 
fecond lieutenant, furgebn, and two of the peoplfe, 
murdered in the cabin ! The Captain, was hauled- • 
upon deck, and had his head chopped off ! Thoffe- ^ 
who were not Englifhihen on board efcaped this 
treatment. This was told Captain Pratt by the re- 
mainder of the Polly and Jenny's crew. 

Mutiny in the Fleet. — Bofton (fame clafe as tfie 
above article). A ferious mutiny broke out in the* 
whole Britifli channel fleet the 15th of April. Oil 
that day, when Admiral Bridport ordered the fleet 
to prepare for fea, inftead of weighing anchor, the 
ierew of the Queen Charlotte gave three cheers as a ■ 
fignal of di(afFe<ftion ; as the plan had been preme^ 
ditated, the reft xrf the crew followed. The oflicieti^ ' 
thunder- firupk, could (lo nothing.' They' were ^ii^ 
all confined, and ropes hung from the fore-yard arm 
inJerrorM to the tmpopular of the fli^t. 'Deputie$ 
from each (hip repaired on boatdt^e; Qicfetn CKfair-^ ^ 
lotte, a firft rate ; apd the mutiny, in confecjueni^.., 
of an intemperate ^procedure of Admiral- GardBOiv..? 
affumed the moft alandfing aipedi. The demaftdar^ 
of the feamen were a*( kdvknce of p^y to thirty ihiU 
lings per month ; a fj^iie allovv.aiiq^iffjf proyii^oBs; a:: 
more equal diiftributioit of prize^moaegryand the dii^ 
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placemcot'of fevetal obnoxious officers. Thefc de^ 
nifilids created the moft alarming apprebeniions^ in 
the Britifli Minifiry } but tbcy were complied with 
in their fulleft extent. Admiral Bridport communi- 
cated to the crews the conceflion of the Government, 
and a pardon from the J^tog ; on which they all re- 
turned to their doty. The contagion fpread through 
every port in England* 

A new loan, of i8,ooo,ooo/. was carried in the 
Ebufe of Comaums May 2, 193 againfl 50. 

No intelligence had been received from Mr* 
Ebrnmond) who had been fcnt to Vienna on a paci* 
fie embafly. ' 

Twcnty^one counties, cities, and towns, have 
pettf iemed for peace and the difiniifial of Pitt. Other 
connties were aflembling* 

Three per cent. c0iifi)ls, May 4^ 48 i^z "*• 

T*ESDAY, 13^** June. 

Ptim^s Gdnanhy.-^-Sfomc o( the papers fport Mr. 
Thomas Paide M a man of gallantry. They fay, 
iince his lafi trip' to Paris^ he was caught on his 
knees at a lady^s feet by her huiband. The French* 
man, aftoniihed at what he faw, exclaimed, '^ Fai 
tks' devil he you, doings Cittzen Paine T' — •* Only^'' re- 
plied Paine, •* me^^ttring your la^ for a fair ofjtays.^* 
The Frenchm^n^ quite pleaied with Tom's anfwer, 
iijffkd^ and thanked him for his politenefs. 



<»<«■> 



'* To infert artMqs offprdgn newf is contrary to my plan } and 
I have only fip^n a p^ceto thefe two articles by way of preferving 
the date of the molt diftreffing news th^t ever reached nie. We 
novr [1799] know that a great deal of wh^t is contained in thefe 
acride&waa lalfe^ but we aifoknow, that too much of it was true. 
>^^.wa8 ^n^nd fo near the brii^crf deftru^on. I never tele 
any ;t(iin|;^ like fJoiibti M , to .the re^lt of the war, except at th» 
receipt of'thl^ neiirs^ and then I confeff I was alarmed, though I 
did nbt defpinr.- ' I Wl tcflied on the rirtue and bravery of the na« 
lioa;^ tett tbAgb^flnf»4w)»ai i codduetfe^^ 

V .V : : * ^ WePNISDAY, 

I . - ' 
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Wednesday, 14*** June. 

Definition of a Patriot. — To Peter Porcupine. A 
correfpondent of yours in one of your papers, iii 
noticing fome ftri<9^Ures by the O'Careys, has given 
them the fignificant title of Irifli patriots. As the 
etymological hiftory of this word is not, perhaps^ 
very generally underftood, I have taken the libcrtj? 
of handing you the following defitiition. 

The word patriot has its origin from one Pat^ aa 
Irifliman, who lived in the time of Oliver Cromwell. 
He was a very turbulent and noify fellow ; always 
raving againil the then republican Government, and 
often kicking up a Riot : from whence, the people 
ufed to obfervc on thefe occalions, that Pat riots. 
The two words have fince become one, by beings 
modelled into that oi patriot. 

Mr. Pinckney. — Letter from Harrifburg. Sir, It 
afipears that our rejected envoy pofleflcs the Chrif* 
tian virtue of humility in an eminent degree ; when 
he is fmitten upon one cheek he very cordially turns* 
the other, and fervently prays for his enemies, though- 
they defpitefully ufe and perfecute him. Notwith-^ 
ftanding his country has been loaded with every in^ 
dignky that a French Dtreflory is capable of ofFer- 
ing, and himfelf treated with every perfonal infult, 
except the laft, that of being whipped or kicked out of 
Prance (which, from every appearance, would have 
been the cafe had he continued there much longer), 
he concludes oHe of his difpatches to Mr. Pickering 
in thefe remarkable words : * * No perfonal flights ca n 
prevent me from moft earneflly praying that the in- 
dependence and liberty of France may be firmly fe- 
cuifedby a fpeedy and honourable jjeace/' He dates* 
one of his letters to La Croix, ** 7th Pluviofe/* ad* 
(Jrefles him by the title of <« Citizen Minifter,*' an^* 

D 2 concludi:^. 
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concludes, ** Accept the affurance of my perfeB con-- 
Jideraiion.^" This (ridiculous and contemptible at all 
times) is, in the prefent pofture of affairs, mean, 
fervile, and degrading. If he could have fqueezed 
in " falut et fraternite," we Ihould have had a 
complete formulary of republican epiftolary cant; 
though we have no right to complain, as he has 
done tolerably well, conlidering the fhortnefs of the 
letter alluded to. When did the people of America 
adopt this jargon ? I believe we are all fully fatisfied 
with our old mode of ftyle and addrefs, and have not 
yet feen the neceffity of an alteration ; particularly 
to footh and flatter a nation which is at this moment 
trampling upon our dearefl rights and adding infult 
to injury. And yet, after fpendingniany days in de-- 
bating whether any infults have been offered to oun 
country^ Congrefs have at length' determined the 
point in the affirmative by a majority of two votes 
(fifty to forty-eight). O my country ! how art thou 
^Uen ! An American. 

[The above remarks are juft fuch as I would wilh 
to have been the author of. Mr. Pinckney certainly 
did not behave with the dignity of a Minifler from 
an independent State. What has been termed piz* 
dence^ and calmnefs^ will meet with another name 
from the voice of other nations, and from the pen of 
the hiftorian; and as to the adoption of the athcifl: 
calendar, it falls little fhort of the apoAate cer^ 
mony of trampling upon the crofs.] 

Thursday, 15^^ June. 

« 

Sieyes. — From a Paris paper of April it. " A* 
•* monfier, a pricft, ci-devant curate of Dragui- 
** gnan, entered this morning the houfe of Sieyes, 
** member of the Council of Five Hundred, under 
^' pretence of afking forae relief, and fhot him with 
*^ a piftol. Sieyes, while he was endeavouring, ta 
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" put afide the piftol from his breaft with his left 
** hand, received two balls in his arm ; a third grazed 
^* his haunch. The wound, though deep, fprtu- 
" nately does not appear to be mortal. Poul is the 
" name of the affaffin, a relation of the famous 
preacher of that name. He is arrcfted. A num- 
ber of papers were found upon him, of which wc 
** do not yet know the contents *•" 

French Intrigues in Georgia. — The following letter 
was received by Saturday's pod, but it came too late 
for infertion on that day. The reader will perceive 
that it is written by a foreigner, and will ma'ke al- 
lowances accordingly. 

Charlejlon, 2d June ^ ^"97» 
Mr. Peter Pvrcupne, 

If you flattered yourfelf becaufe Adet's diplomatic 
blunderbufs has made no great execution in a north- 
ern direction, it would have ftill Icfs effc6\ in a 
fouthern one, let me tell you that you are greatly 
miftaken. 

* A Paris newfmonger may call this expulfed prleil a monfter, 
if he pleafes, nor will any one attempt to juftity him ; but if ever 
an aflaiiin deferved to be called an avenger of hih coantry ^s wrongs, 
he who puts an end to the life of the intamous Sieyes willmoft cer* 
tainly deferve it. This wretch was himfclf a Roroifh clergyman, and 

ias is common with apoflates) become the moil favage of the per- 
secutors of the body to which he had belonged. He was one of 
thole whom Playtair (in his Hiftor)' of Jacobinifro) reprefents as 
celebrating with every demonftration of joy the bloody maifacres of 
St. Domingo ; and he is well known to be the man who had the 
principal part in organizing the holy infurre6tion of the loth of 
Auguft, for which he afterwards palTed fentence of death on bis 
Sovereign. 

He has been of all parties, and well with all. In a contro« 
verfy with Tom Paine he defended monarchy as preferable to a 
rtpuhlic. He has fucceiiively adted with Briflot, Marat, Danton, 
Rjobefpierre, Barrere, Tallien, and is at this moment (if the world 
is not delivered of him) adive, plotting, under the devil of the five 
tyrants. So that, I think, the Paris newfmonger might have ap- 
plied the term monfter to the patient rather than to the dodor. 

D3 To 
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To convince you of your error, know then (and I 
lun told it is no more a fecret) that warlike prepara- 
tions are made in fome part of Georgia, either to fly 
to the afliftance of the town of St. Auguftine, fup- 
pofed to be attacked before long by the Englifli, 
or to take a previous pofleflion of it and of the 
whole province of Eaft Florida in the name of the 
French Republic. Know that, befides feveral re*- 
cruits of that nation, about fifteen hundred of our 
own countrymen from the back parts of the fouthern 
3tates, arc in readineCs to march on that expedi-^ 
tion, under the command of General Clarke, and 
headed by Spanifti, German, and French officers. 
Know, that the monies draughted out of the treafur 
lies of their State by the Legiflature to pay its pri- 
vate debt to France, are employed by her Agent for 
clothing, paying, and fitting out with arms an4 
ammunitions, that body of men, in joint expenfes 

Sith the Spanifti Conful. Know, that a certain French 
aron, de B — r— y, who came laft year to this pity from 
l^hiladelphia in company with the Duke of Liancourt^i 
under a dilguife very often adopted in this part of 
the world by French fpies, that of itinerant bota* 
iHi}s ; and who went babk by himfelf to Philadelphia 
by land upon the very identical track of Monfieur 
(Senet, 13 jufi: returned again, ^nd landed in thii? 
town, where his firfl qut;:uion has been. What is 
the people's opinion about the new Prefident's fpeech 
to Congrefs ? ' 

Yftu may thcrefprecphclude, Mr, Porcupine, frota 
^he afpedl of things in thcfe foMthern States, that 
fome blows ar<5 prepared in the dark w,hich will foon 
endanger their internal peace apd welfare; and 
ihat if Adet's n>aterial lx)dy i^ returned to the land 
of Pluviofe and Kilialetrcj, bj« intriguing genius, 
like the propl^efying fpirit of ^lias, remains fcarttcred 
^(nong his difciples on this continent. 

1 ftjp yOUrS^ ' ' CAROLliflBKSlS. 

3 ' ' Fripay, 
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Friday, 16^^ June. 

JBuonaparte^s Rapacity and Cruelty, ^-^hondonf May 
5. .A letter from Milan of the 21A ult. "written by a 
gentleman of known refpedability, dates the follow* 
ing particulars refpe6ting the fcandalous condud of 
the Ffench General in Italy, wbofeTirtue and gene- 
rofity we have fometimes extolled in theinofl enthu* 
iiaf^ic ftcai n : 

" The French owed the Venetians about 28 mil- 
lions £or grain, cattle, &c. as the inhabitants of tbt 
continental dominions of the Republic of Venire 
had chiefly furnilhed thefe articles. The French 
have difcbarged this debt, by bringing about a revo- 
lution in thefe provinces, which are Hkcwife fare to 
be pillaged in the fame manner as Lombardy. Itn«> 
meofe contributions will be impofed as the prire -of 
liberty ; public and private property will be plun- 
dered, and all young men forced to enliil, or fly, 
that, in the latto: cafe, their eftates may be confif^ 
cated. Buonaparte, at the time he figned a treaty 
0f peace with the Pope, invited againl) his Holinefs 
the dutchy of Urbino, which has lately bt^en revo- 
lutionized. After having induced the Grand Duke 
of Tnfeany to pay four million of livres on condi- 
tion of die J^rench gartifon being withdrawn from 
lieghorn, he has or^ed it to be again occupied by 
a whole diviiion. The very moment tim date <rf 
Genoa had ranfbmed itfelf, all its fubjec5ls who poi^ 
fefledany property in the Imperial fiefs, were crulned 
with taxes. Prince Poria has paid 150,000 livres; 
and the Fiefques, the Balbis, and others, have been 
iaddled with enormous fums^ 

*^ Buonaparte has extorted from Lombardy 130 
millions in money and merchandife, without taking 
into the account the fpoliations of churches, the 
pillage of private property, and the robberies com** 
ffiittcd witbarrns m hand. Three boDrs were fuf- 

p 4 ficient 
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iicient for General Maffcna . to feize on the Mount 
of Piety at Milan, • containing precious efFe<fts, to 
the amount of fifteen millions of livres, and on the 
chefts of the hofpitals, communities, &c. The fame 
line of condu6t was obferved by. the French generals 
fet Bologna, Modena, and Ferrara. All the furniture 
of the Archduke Ferdinand at Monza has been pil- 
laged. ' This prince had removed a confiderable 
part of his efFefls to Bergamo, a neutral town ; but 
Buonaparte ordered them to be carried off by 
^orce, and a piece of furniture worth fifty thouiand 
livres, with which the late Queen of France had pre- 
afentcd the Archdutchefs, has fallen to the lot of his 
wife. 

*^ Salicetti has by thefe means raifed a fortune of 
four millions; Buonaparte, a ftill greater; and all 
the other generals and commiflfioners have colledled 
confiderable wealth. 

** In addition to the robberies committed, Buona- 
parte has received confiderable fiims from Genoa, 
Venice, and the Pope, on his promifing to fpare 
them. As to the direct contribution in money, 
Lombardy has paid upwards of fixty-five millions. 
As the capital in circulation did not amount to more 
than twenty millions, it became neceflTary to dis- 
charge the remainder in merchandife, plate, and 
with money borrowed at Genoa. Count Litta, after 
having paid 500,000 livres, has fled for fear of worfe 
treatment, and Count Grepi to pay 900,000 livres. 
All the inhabitants of Milan had been ordered, on 
pain of confifcation and banifhment, to return to 
town ; and now the permifliion to withdraw to their 
villas is fold them for 4000 livres per month. Mar- 
chefi, the celebrated finger, having refufed to appear 
on the fl:age, was ordered by Budnaparte to quit 
Lombardy within three days, and not to return on 
pain of death. . 

"A heauliful. paffage of Tafia's Jerufalem ap- 
pears^ 
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pears extremely appropriate to the prcfent ftatc 
of Italy. It is thus tranflated by the elegant Mr, 
Hoole : 

" Shall then a favage race, whofc barbarous niind 
No reafon governs, and no laws can bind — 
Shall thefe, infutiate ilill of wealth and blood. 
Lay on our willing necks the fervile load ? 
Such are the fuffering and th* infulting fcom, 
Which feven long years our padive train has borne : 
That diftant Rome may blufh to hear our fhame, 
And future times reproach th' Italian name.'' 



French and Spaniards unite to plunder iJie Ameri^ 
cans. — The fliip Alfred, of Bofton, Captain Afguith, 
bound from Lifbonto SafFee, with 12,000 dollars oa 
board, was captured by a French privatcier, who 
took out the money, and put it in the privateer, and 
put men on board to bring her into Ceuta ; but on 
the 14th of April was captured by Admiral Jervis, 
who liberated her, and defired the Captain to go to 
Cadiz to feek redrefe for the money, and on the 
night of the 6th the Captain ran the fhip on fhore, 
fix miles to the fouthward of Cadiz. The Captain 
and crew, on their arrival at Cadiz, were put in irons 
in the caftle called Santa Fietre. 



Saturday, 17*^ June. 

Pqfi'offici RafcaUty.'-^lt will be recollecSled, per- 
haps, that I fometime ago publicly complained of 
the injury I was likely io fuftain from the foul play 
Ihown to my paper, in its paflage to diflant places* 
I then intimated, that it muft certainly be afcribable 
to the poft-mafters on the road; and I think the 
following extract of a letter will convince the pub- 
lic,that my charge was not ill founded. 

** Stockbridge, Majfachufetts, Sth June^ 1797- 

<* Sir, By the affiflance of Mr. , I have 

" become 
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** become a fubfcriber for your Gazette. I received 
our papers regularly for two or three weeks, but 
nfce that, for feveral fuccefliTe weeks, the bills ^ 
poftage have come^ but not a Jingle paper, I am 
much difappointed, as I valued your Gazette more 
highly than any other paper we receive, and in- 
** tended to preferve them with the utmoft care. I 
'^ am not inclined to think that the pofl-mafier at 
** Philadelphia is fo inattentive as to fend a hill 
*^ weekly, and omit fending the papers ; but it is owing 
^* to the treachery of (ome fcoundrel on the road." 

From the hills of pojiage having regularly got to 
hand, it is clear, that the papers were as regularly 
lodged in the poil- office here, and as they have not 
arrived at Stockbridge, thej mud have been detained 
by fome pofl^mafter or pofl-niafters^ 

I have complaints of the fame kind from the 
neighbourhood oi Frederic%fburgh^ and/rom the town 
oirlorfolhy at which latter place, the printers Willet 
and O'Connor, who have always had a paper regu^ 
larly fent, without a jK^glc omiffion^ complain of 
never having received one* 

To fupprefs fo daftardly and affaffin-like a con- 
fpiracy againft the liberty of the prefs, and fo con- 
temptuous a violation of theJaw of the Union, I am 
induced to oifer to any one who will give informa-. 
tion againft any poft-tnafler, or deputy, who (hall 
ft-eal, or by detention, or ot*her wife retard the progrefe 
«f Porcupine's Gazette, fo that^the faki poft-mailer, 
or deput3% may be profecuted to conviftion, ihe lum 
-of five hundred dollars ; and I do hereby offer, and 
•engage myfclf to pay the fa id fum to fuch informer, 
'in ten days after furlrconvi6lion ihall t^k« place iA 
any of the courts of the United States of America. 

Ww. Cqbbett, 

Fhiladel^hia^ June 15, i.797# 

Partiality 
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f^^rMity for France. — ^Mr. .Poiigupik«^ Tjic 
fear of <>flread4ug FraiK)e,ao!d t^^C'danger oFbrhigirijg 
pn ourlelvas lier terrible arms, is the biirden of the 
ifong with all the pppofition members ia Congre&. 
Although they are fenfible that our commerce is la 
danger of l^eilig annihilatcjtl, and that our ieamdi 
will all <2kfeTt into foreign fervice, if Goveraraent 
xloes not take fomee^(5lua1 means toprotedl them 4^ 
4hat protedlion is as much a duty as allegiance, weA 
repugnant neither to the law of nations, nor to the 
treaties exifting between the two countries; th^y 
we flill haunted by the terrors of war ; they have 
but one anfwer to all kinds of >arguments on the 
^ubje<5t ; but one unvarying difmal cuckoo-fo^g. 

Thefe philofopbers ftiudder at the very thought ot 
arms ; the idea of fhedding blood, even in their awi^ 
defence, makes the fweet milk of humanity ftund 
jftill, and curdle in their veins. Jt is very true, they 
confefs we have been robbed of twelve or fourtaea 
millions of dollars ; our Government has been 
ihamefully infulted; our Mi^nider has l^een difmiil- 
ed like a fpy or a vagabond ; our feamen are dyiiig 
by fcores in French prifons; and the French fliH 
continue their piracies ^ but we had better lofe all, 
fey theyi and fufFer all, than prepare to defend our- 
felves, or even to talk about tt ; the Dircdory will 
hear of it, and we Hiall certainly have a war. 

One would imagine, tfiat the oppofition were 
all converted into good peaceable Quakers, if he did 
pot recoUeift the eagernefs that the fame men difco- 
vered, about two years fince, to go to war with Eng- 
land, for fpoliations inconiiderable, v^iien comp^ed 
with thofe of France ; that it required all the ad- 
flrefs, the influence, and firmnefs df Wafhington, to 
preferve the.peace; or, if he had forgot tjieir^extrava- 
gant rejoicings for the bloody vi6lories of France, 
her oppreffion and tyranny over the furroundii^g 
fictions. But thefe fads, recorded in all the Gazettes 

of 
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of the day, to the lafting infamy of" thefe hypocritical 
friends of peace, furnifh a key to unlock the fecret. 
The truth is, and it is a fa6l I wifh the reader to re- 
piemher, they have not the leaft fcruple whatever to 
plunge their country into a war with Great Britain, 
by which we Ihould lofc more in one year, than by 
the enmity of France in ten ; but rather than quar- 
rel with the grand RepuhUc-^ they would fubmit to 
anything, however injurious or degrading. They 
are ready to palliate, if not juftify, all her enormities ; 
to make treaties, or to unmake them, as fhe fhall 
didlate : nay, fo exceflive is their complaifance, that 
they are willing not only to pardon all her offences, 
to cancel all her debts, but to transfer the guilt of 
her crimes to what they are bafe enough to call the 
errors of their own Government.. 

If this is not French influence, if it is not treachery 
to the United States, I do not know what name to 
give it. 

French Decrees againft the United States. — French 
Ar^et of April lo. ** The Executive Diredlory 
diredls that the paffports granted by the Minifters 
and diplomatic Envoys of the United States of 
America, or paffports certified by them, Ihall not 
be admitted, nor acknowledged of any authority. 

" The Minifler of Police is charged with the exe- 
cution of this arret, which fhall be printed. 

(Signed) " Rewbrll, Prefident. 

" Lagarde, Sec. Gen.'- 

T9th. It is ftated as a certain fa6^, that the Minif- 
ter of Extiernal Relations has written to the Cora- 
miflioners of the Treafury, not to pay any fums due 
to the Americans. Has Charles Dc la Croix had the 
dexterity to break altogether an alliance which Ro- 
beipierre himfelf refpe^ted ? He is, without doubt, 

ignorant 
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ignorant how much commerce and maritime advan- 
tage this rupture will hold out to England. 



Monday, 19^^ June. 

Blockade of Cadiz. — Captain John Barton, from 
Cadiz, has politely handed us the following : 

His Britannic Majeftys Ship Captain, 

Sir, off Cadiz ^ 11 thjiprily 1797. 

In confequence of the unprovoked declaration of 

war from his Catholic Majefty, againft his Britannic 

Majefly and the Britifh nation, it is found right that 

Spain ihould no longer have any trade. 

I have therefore the honour to acquaint you, that 
no neutral veffel (hall hereafter be fufFered to enter or 
leave the port of Cadiz, without having obtained my 
permiflion, or that of the Commander in Chief of 
the Britilh fleet, that from this moment Cadiz is to 
be confidered as a blockaded port. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Horatio Nblson. 
To the Danilh Conful. 

Jofe Yznardy Efq. Pro-conful General for the 
United States of America, in Cadiz, &c. 
, It is hereby made known, in the name of the 
Government of the United States, that it is meet and 
is necefTary for the better fecurrty of commerce, that 
all veffels now in the bay, cleared by this confulate, 
Ihould fufpend their failing until further orders; and 
whatever captain trantgrefles this notice, is to be 
accountable for all and every confequence which 
may refnlt from his difobedicnce, either againft- 
any particular American citizen, or the nation at 
large. 

Cadiz^ iJi^th April, 1797*^ 

FoJlf€rip% 
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fioftjctipt t6 Admiral Nelfon's Order, publiflied ill 

this Gazette of Friday laft. 

P. S. Rear-admiral Nelfon requefls the American 
Conful will have the gbodneft to dirc(^t his letter to 
the Daniih Conful, and make it public for the in- 
formation of all other confuls. 

Coj^ of the Letter addrefled to Rear-admiral Nelfon. 

The American Conful reitding in this city haft 
fkotvn U8 the official note which you have addreiTed 
to him, wherein you mention that this is. to be co^ 
Itdered as a blockaded port, and that no veiTel will 
be: fviFered to pafs in or out^ without your or the 
Chief <>6mmanders leave. We cannot but expreft' 
Qltr furprlfe at this uciexpe^Ved intelligence, the more 
ta^ as iaid meafure ia oontrary to the exifting treaties 
of amity and commerce between our refpeAive foYe** . 
reigns and nations, and the King of Great Britain 
and the firitiih nation. Appearing, as it does by your 
laid official note, that an abfolute power is inveded ' 
ia the Chief Commander and in you, we deem it a 
duty highly incumbent upon us, before we commu* 
xucate th^ needful information to our refpedlive fu- 
psriors, to requefl you will be pleafcd to inform us in 
aiifwer, whether^ veiTels belonging to Americans, 
Daqes, Swedes, Venetians, and Genoefe, fome now 
rfady to put to feia, and others partly loaded, bound 
j(ar neutral ports, and furniihed with certificates 
fjpecifying the property on board to be bona jide neu- 
tRiL will be fqffered to proceed on -their voyages, 
without running the rilk of being detained; and 
we beg leave to obferve, that we conceive an explicit 
and categorical anfwer on this important bead, due 
tf the permanent friendrfiip profefled by our re- 
l^diive nations, and the conilant deiire they ihow 

to 
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ta continue in amity and good underflandlng with 
his Britannic Majefty and the Britifti nation. 

In cafe you (hould not judge proper to grant faid' 
rcqueft, we have to beg yout precife information 
thereon, that we may jointly dilpatch an exprefs to 
the court of London, in order to folicit the jufi ac- 
compHlhment of this application. 

(copy.) 

Fllle de Paris ^ off Cadtz^ 

Although I do by no means admit the reafoning 
in your letter of the 15th inltant, addrelfed to Rear»- 
admiral Nelfon, that the blockade of an enemy^s 
port is unufual, much lefs unprecedented ; having 
in twa inftances carried a iimilar meafurc into exe* 
cution during the laft year, in the Mediterranean, 
viz. Toulon and Leghorn ; I have great fatisfadion 
in relieving the minds of the merchants of neutral 
powers refident in Cadiz, by giving you the moft un- 
eqaivocal afTurances, that the fhips and veifels of 
neutral nations, loaded with iona fide property of 
neutral merchants, carrying clear and authentic do- 
cuments in proof thereof, will (upon prefenting them 
to the commanding officer of the fquadron of his 
Britannic Majefty's ihips under my command) be 
permitted to proceed from Cadiz to their refpec- 
tive deflin^tionSy after fuch examination as the faid 
officer lhall in his' difcretion judge neceffary to 
makie. 

(Signed) Jervis. 

Neutral Confuls rejident at Cadiz. 

•— • 

M^Lane^ the French Spy ^ in Canada. — ^We learn, by 
undoubted authority, that a certain Major M'Lanc, 
frtrni theState of Rhode Ifland, and a brother of his. 
a Thbmias Biitterfield, from this State, have lately 
been apprehended, and are now in irons in Quebec, 

upon. 
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upon fomcthing more than a fufpicion of treafonablc 
praflices again ft the government of that province. 
It was found that Major M*Lane had a commiflion 
under the French Republic, was under pay, and for 
about two years paft had been faithfully employed 
among the French inhabitants, whifpering fedition 
in their ears, founding their difpoiitions, andendca- 
TTOurlng to engage them to rife againft their prefent 
government. On examination it appeared, that thid 
was a branch of an extenlive plan of operations fet- 
tled in the French cabinet ; that M'Lane hid fo far 
fucceeded in his enterprife, that, upon the arrival of 
a French fleet in the river St. Laurence, the maga- 
zines were to be blown up, and the French inhabit- 
ants to rife in a mafs, fly to arms, and exterminate 
the Englifh. Several charatlers in this State are im- 
plicated as participating in the fchetne. 

■ * 

French and American Flags, — Thelaft Bofton Ccn- 
tinel. Under the head of Rumours, after mentioning 
feveral which we have already publiflied, fays, " It 
*' is rumoured in this town, via Marblehead, that 
*^ the French Council of Five Hundred has ordered 
^^ Barnev's American flag * to be taken down from 
' " the walls of their hall ! It will be remembered, 
** that the flag in queftion was tiever p-efented by the 
** American Go^jernmenty 

But it will be remembered though, that the French 
flag in return for it, was received by the American Go* 
vertimenty and by every branch of it fucceflivcly ; 
and a moft trifling, childifli (not to fay fliameful 
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* This flag is called Barney's, I prefurr.e, becaufc it was carried 
into the Convention, and delivered to the Prcfident, by that rene- 
pdo captain ; but he a£led under the direction of Munroe, the 
American ambaflador ; and the flag that the Convention fent to 
the Congrefs in return, was ibrmally received, and depofited io 
the archives by the three branches ofthe Legiflature. — Seethe 
** Frof^afrom tht Congrefs GdUery:^ 

and 
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and fcandalous) exhibition it was. At the time \vhea 
this dirty flag was received here, no one faid a 
word againft its reception ; it is, therefore, too late to 
difown the gift for which it was a return. The 
befl way is, to confefs our folly, and avoid the like 
in future. 



AdverUfemeni Exiraordinary.^^ThQ following ex- 
traordinary advertifement is copied from the Bofton 
Centinel of the 14th inft. — ^* Whereas my wife- 
Betfy has eloped from my bed and board, and has 
behaved in an unbecoming and indecent manner, by 
propagating the human fpecies in a way other thaa 
the one prefcribed by law ; this is to caution all, 
kinds of people, both blacky white^ or piebald^ 
againft trufting her on my account (harbour th^y^ 
may if they can) ; as I will not pay one nulh of hct . 
contracting after this date. ' ' r 

** John Bolton. '^ 

*^ BridgewaUr, June 14/* 



Tuesday, 20*^ June. 

SanS'Culo tie Morality . — From a Paris paper of the 
4th April. — The roads through the republican terri- 
tory continue to be infefted by robbers, infomuch, 
that thofe who have occafion to travel, having been 
long apprized by the public prints of the number of 
affafli nations committed by thofe brigands, no longer 
expofe themfelves by night on the public roads. The 
brigands thus finding their plans defeated, have 
adopted another mode, of which one of them bc-^' 
came the vidlim a few days ago. 

In the village of Trappe, about a league diftanfc 
from Verfailles, a traveller found himfelf benighted. 
The roads near the village being unfafe, he determined 
to fleep there. He entered into a fmall tavern, and* 
converfed with the wife, in whole convcrfation he 
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tbdiight he coaM difl^inguift an hoiieft heart. Juft 
ae be was on the point of going to bed, at half paft 
ten o'clock, he heard fome one entering the honfe ; 
be Uflened gently at the door, to difcover whether it 
v^a« the landlord of the tavcrWi who waa ahfent on 
his arrival. The firft words he heard, were addrdflfed 
by the wife to the hulband : *^ Have you found any 
game this evenirrg?"— **No,*' replied the^ hufband. 
**5f We have fome above flairs," faid the wife. They 
ildw went in, and the travpUer^hcard n^ more. His 
Ikoation was terrible. To remain where he was, was 
dang^lrous ; to make a pretext for going out, flill 
nlope fo. He ftirred the cinders, as if in the aft of 
coloring the fire, let his fhoes fall, and, in a word^ 
xiiiide- -pretty nearly the noife of a perfon going to 
bfSd. H« now ifeatcd himfelf on the bed, kept his 
]:3^l8 and f word in readinefe, and cxpefted, not 
without agitation, the moment when he ^forefaw he 
fhootd' be attacked. At midnight, the noife of a 
ladder placed againft the wall, and that of a trap 
raited at the bed- fide, convinced him of the attempt 
which was about to be made. He crept by the foot 
of the bed, and at the inftant when the tavern- 
keeper had half .eotered tlie room, he made a cut at 
bis bead with a iabre. The latter fell into the 
apai^DoeiiKt bek>w. The light being extingoiihed^ 
the woman^ who miftook her wounded hufband fbf 
tlxe teaYellery laid hold of him and cut his throat. 
At thi& naoQftent the trampling of hories was heard ; 
the travelkr looked out aft the window, and perceived 
alTod^ <of gendarmes who were returning from efcoit- 
iRgitbemaiL He gave an alarm, and the gendarmes 
forced the door. The traveller told his ftory. Thef 
getutetmes feiEod both him and the woman, and 
caxfAki^Mt them to prifon at Veriailles, where they 
abe^nojor ivymg by tiie Criminal Trrbnoml of the ^« 
]^ten€!Qt of Seine and Oife. 



Primhiin on the CafiUre of jimeftcan Flour. — ^The 
Commiflion of St. DomiDgo have refolvedto give a 
bounty of half a dollar per barrel to privateer owners 
and crews, for all the flour they fhall lawfully cap- 
ture and Iwing into that port. 

Here the commijfioned fcoundrels of St. Domingo 
ate endeavouring to outwit the black and mulatto 
pirates, that they^ eqtiip. to plunder the American 
trade. The owners aind crews are promifed half a 
dolkr a barrel bounfyj on all the flour they ^all 
hivfidfy capture and bring into the ifland ; but what 
is not lawfully captiiredj as is the cafe with niii^ 
tilths of their J)tiieS, I fuppofe mud be fold, i>t 
ftored^ for the benefit of the Commiffioners. 



Wednesday, 2 i*^ June. 

Captain Young's ingenious Deception. — New- York, 
June 19. Captain Francis Young, of the brig Po- 
lafki, which failed from this port the 26th April, oflf 
Gipe St. Nicola Mole, about three leagues, fell in 
i*ith one French fchooner and three boats in a calm. 
They came within mulket Ihot of him, and fired. 
They hoifted national colours. The brig had four- 
teen wooden guns. Captain Young finding they 
were rcfolved to come on board, made two cartridges 
with powder, tarred canvafs over them, and then 
woand rope-yarns on them, until each was as big aii 
a man's head, leaving a hole for priming. He then 
made them faft to the wooden guns, and fired one 
to the leeward, but hoifled no colours. They ftill 
approaching, he hauled up the courfes, as is cuflom* 
ary when a ihip engages, fet the Englifh colours, 
and fired one of them to the windward, which made 
as much report as a^ fix pounder. They put back 
for the fhore. The brig flood for them until there 
Mme a good breeze^ then made all fail, and got off. 

JB 2 It 
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It was that alone which faved him, and a brig that 
belonged to Philadelphia that was in company. 

Backers treafonable Puhlicatiotis. — Mr. Porcu- 
pine, I have often wondered at the audacity of old 
J3en's grandfon, and have been furprifed that he has 
not been flopped in his treafonable career of abufe 
againfl: the Government of the United States, before 
this time. I am no friend to hcedlefs profecutions 
for the offences of the prefe : they are weeds natoral 
4o the rich foil of liberty ;. but there are certain limits 
beyond which they are extremely dangerous, and 
ought to be checked. There is hardly a paper that 
has been iflued from this peflilential prefs, finoe the 
opening of the prefent Congrefs, that has not been 
llrongly marked with fentiments feditious, inflam- 
matory, and libellous. As a fpecimen, I have feledt- 
ed only two pr three out of the paper of yefterday 
morning, which I requeft you. to republifli, that. the 
citizens of the United States may fee the enormity, 
and provide fome remedy for it, before the evil be- 
comes incurable. Speaking of the expenfes incurred 
by the prefent feflion of Congrefs, he fays : 
. "If this, enormous expcnte is incurred at the 
threfliold, what mny we not expedt, when effeiSl 
^all be given to the hoftile views of John Adams 
and the Britifh faction ? If the people are flill blind- 
ed to the views of the Prefident by three votes, and 
his adherents, they will foon open their eyes to as in- 
famous a fyftem as ever was attempted to be pra6tifed 
upon a free people. Twenty-one thoufand dollars 
for an anfwer to the fpeech of a man who is mtdi^ 
fating war and ruin to the United States^ is fuch a 
ftupendousaft of folly and extravagance, as fcarcely 
to be equalled in the annals of any country. 

** Mr. Adams, in his war-whoop, talks about a 
wound in the American bbfora. The King of 

Great 
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Great Britain and the Emperor talked'* in the fame 
manner, he fays, and then adds, " France has given 
them a falve for their wounds ; and if Mr. Adams 
vhXl indulge his own fenfatidns, cro/s the Atlantic, 
and join his two friends ^ he will alfo find a falve for 
the wound in his bofom." 

The quotations require no comment : they fpeak 
for themfelves : they may be traced to their fource, 
arid the reader will readily guefs where that lies, 
when he is told that this proftitute fon of oil and 
lamp-black was the intimate of all the French Mi* 
nifters, and difperfes many ([ might fay hundreds) 
of his papers daily among non-fubfcribers. 

This laft- mentioned fadl I can corroborate ; for I 
myfelf get every day one of two papers which Bache 
has, for many months, continued to fend to a perfon 
who does not fubfcribe to his infernal folio. 



Dreadful Storm. — Wilmington, June 19. On 
Saturday about noon, the appearance of the horizon 
in the north-weft indicated a growing and fudden 
guft : between the hours of two and three it reached 
this place. The thunder was (harp, the lightning 
vivid, and the rain fell in torrents. It is remarkable 
that, during this ftorm, hail, rain, and pieces of ice, 
fell alternately. In fome places in the neighbour- 
hood it is aflerted, that the hail, or pieces of ice, 
meafured fix inches diameter : the windows of feve- 
ral houfes have been fhattered. We do not hear of 
any other damage or accident occurring. 

Yefterday (Sunday) was fo intenfely warm and 
clofe, that a refrefhing breeze was fought in every 
diredlion. In the middle of the day, the wind 
fliifted due north, and towards evening we were vi- 
fited with a guft not inferior to that of the previous 
day, with this difference, that no hail nor ice fell, but 
the air was fo fharp and cold as to make the fire- 
fide comfortable : and doors, which a few hqurs 
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before had been thrown open to caufe a free circu>- 
lation of air, were as eagerly ihut, as if to guard 
againft a north weflern in the month of December^ 
The gingham gentry and invalids were either cloalfsed 
or houfed for the remainder of the evening. 



Thursday, aa^ June, 

Congrejfional Indecorum. — In reading the dehatei 
of our prefent Houfe of Reprefentatiyes (as they arc 
called), how is the mind of him who loves his coun- 
try, and whofe heart beats with anxiety, when anyr 
thing occurs in which her dignity and honour ar^ 
interefted, torn with the mofl: excruciating of all re- 
flections, when he fees that honour and that dignity, 
upon which we fo much, and heretofore fo jt^fy 
prided ourfelves, entrufted to the protedtion of a f<i(; 
of men, who feem To little interefted in its preferva- 
tioo ; and that Houfe, on whom the public fafety, 
and national charac^^er, depends, turned into an af- 
fembly for the difplay of abilities, that, in many in- 
fl:ances, might do honour to a fociety at Billingfgate \ 
Declamation they do ufe, but of what fpecies is it ? 
The fubjedl perfonal — the end in view per/onal^—ibK^ 
refulting evil may, and is very like to have a more 
fublic influence. Talents many of them, without 
doubt, poflefe; but when talents are fo miferably 
mitapplied, in private life they excite our contempt ^ 
in a public fituation, fo important as the Reprefent^ 
ative of a would-be free people, they Jhould c2Mic a 
very diflferent feeling ; and in moft inftances do raife 
afcntiment that few, v/ho wilh their country's welfare 
at the prefent crifis, would willingly cherifh. Their 
puerilities, or, as Mr. Thatcher terms it, their inno^ 
cent mirths aredifgufting ; the abufe and inveclivc 
thrown out by one, and recriminated by another, is 
degrading in the lowefl degree. It finks the indiyit 
dual members ia the efteem of the people ; it caa- 

"9^ 
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Oot fail of finkiiig the refpcdability of the Hoiife in 
the opiniOfQ of the world. It would have made tbb 
fenate of Carthage blufli in its moft unpolilhed 
ftate. The members of that corrupt body would 
have (hrunk from the ufe of fuch language as forms 
the ornament of mofl of the fpeeches in our polite aad 
ciirilized Sanhtdr'wu 

Yet let u* not boaft of what we were^ but look at 
what we are ! No more a lubjedt of envy, bat a mo- 
nument of pride, of impotence, and fervility, for the 
world to gaze at ! Pilfered and fpurned by the friend 
we folded to our unfufpedling heart ; a mere fool- 
ball to be kicked about at the pleafure of every petty 
European tyrant 1 without power, feemingly with- 
Dut the wilh either to avoid or to refent it ! 

While this is our fituation, thofe dignified by the 
title of Reprefentatives of the People^ wade their 
time and \hc public money, in vague and defu+tory 
debate, in calling each other traitoft, fafiionifti, 
fools, and upbraiding with guilt and treacliery. with 
the only apparent objeil of putting dill farther 
off, the bufinefs upon which they were afl'embled. 
'Tis aftonifhing ! 'tis diftreffing ! ^tis abominable ! 
Would to Heaven they would either leann to talk 
(enfe, or dfe go home : citlxa: is preferable to the 
prefent. 



Friday, 23^ June. 

American Youth. — Mr. Cobbett, You conclude 
your remarks of Saturday evening, on the official 
account of the fcandalous behaviour of the moft 
magnanimous and moft Catholic Dons towards our 
Government, through Mr. Ellicott, with thefe words< 
^^ The American youth are now as gentle as lambs ; 
" their hearts, which whilom beat lb high^ now lie 
*^ as lumpiih as a fteel dumpling." 

I teg leave, Sir, to tell you. Hut. the independent 

^ 4 hearts 
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hearts of the American youth beat as high now to 
lignalize their valour, as they did when Monficur 
Smith thought it ncccflary to endeavour with his 
boifterous eloquence to wake their fpirit. The 
American youth have been educated in principles of 
independence, love of freedom and their country. 
When a blow is aimed at her, when fhe is ufed 
with indignity, they do not take into conlideration 
who the nation is that attempts to fubvert her inde- 
pendence, but arc ever prepared to repel with indig- 
nation every fuch attempt, to prove to the world that 
the fpirit of their fathers lives in them, that they do 
not regard the qualifications of a matter, and that 
they will, to the laft drop of their blood, defend 
the government of their country againft the wearers 
of plain or tri-coloured cockades, againft intriguing 
royalifls or intriguing republicans. 

All the reafon that 1 can aflign for Monficur 
Smith's filence at this critical moment, when war 
Hares us in the face, why he and his co-operators 
view the fame behaviour in different countries, in 
different lights, is fimply this ; their feehngs are not 
American; France is their country ; the opprelTors 
of the world their ^ fellow-citizens. This was the 
reafon why we were not to. attempt to obtain redrefs 
from Britain for her aggreflions, but immediately 
to declare war againft her — and this is the reafon 
why we are now to fufFer every injury that France 
can poffibly accumulate upon us, without daring to 
fay more than that her unparalleled aggreffions have 
*^ excited our warmeft fenfibilUy.^^ 

Yet the hearts of the independent American youth 
are not atfked upon by fuch reafons : America is 
their country, her freedom is dear to their hearts : 
they know that that country, by the power of her 
arms, obliged a nation to acknowledge her inde- 
pendence, a nation which has ever been able to 
conquer thofe who now attempt to opprefs as. . 

Animated 
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. Animated with this refleflion, whenever the fa* 
thers of the land think proper to call upon them to 
lignalize their valour, they will l)e found ready to 
prove that the heat of their hearts is not regulated 
by any other confideration than the weight of the 
infult offered their country. j 

Remark. — ^The lignature of the foregoing letter is 
a fatisfa<ftory excufe for the little irregularities that 
may be found in the ftyle : as to the fentiments, 
they ftand in no need of apology i it is only to be 
regretted that they are not as generally prevalent as 
Juvenis imagines. The young men who were fa 
proud, a year or two ago, to decorate their hats and 
caps with the tri-coloured cockade, are not, I am 
afraid, now ready to defend the government of their 
country againft its wearers to the lall drop of their 
bloodf 



Saturday, q.^^ June. 

Mr. Marjhalts Departure from Richmond. — Rich^*' 
xnond, June 21. On Thurfday lafl: an elegant en- 
tertainment was given by a number of the gentle- 
men of Richmond to General Marfhall, as a tefti- 
monial of their pleafure at his being appointed one 
of the ambaffadors for the adjuftment of the differ- 
ences which fo unhappily exift betwixt this country 
and the Republic of France. We cannot call to 
fnind an inftance of the kind in which fuch a general 
harmony was difcoverable. Many toafts were given 
^immediately applicable to the occafion of the feaft^ 
which expreffed the livelieft fentiments of affedion 
for the French — ^conveying, at the fame time, a juft 
fenfe of the injury we have received from that 
nation, and indicating a perfe6l reliance upon the 
Vrifdom of our ambaffadors, and the jiiftice of the 

Republic 
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UepuhUc for the complete reftoration of that friend* 
4]aip which has been fo unfortunately difiurhed. 

Yefterday evening our worthy fellow-citizea 
John Marfhall, left this city, in order to join his 
colleague, Mr. Dana, at Philadelphia, from whence 
they go immediately to France. Mr. Marfhall wag 
efcorted feven or eight miles on the road by the city 
light-horfe, by a difcharge of cannon — in fbort, 
every mark of attention which could be, was IhowQ 
upon this occalion. At parting with his company, 
the manly afpe6l of the General appeared to yield 
to his natural ieniibility ; and not having, at thb 
moment, words to exprefs his thanks for their po- 
litenefs — a tear evinced the feelings of his mind, 
and foretold, that his country $ good rejied on- his heart. 
'--^Health to his perfon — Pleq/ure to ^3 voyage-^-«n4 
SUCCESS ,to the negotiation *. 



Monday, 26^^ June. 

Bache and Jefferfon. — Bache calls Mr. Adams the 
Prelident by three votes ; he forgets that his friend 
JefFerfon is Vice-prefidcnt by a fiill ihialler number, 
and though by the conftitution elected, yet had 
not even a majority of the votes of the eleftors. Is 
it like a republican to refie(3 o«n the will of the ma- 
jority, however fmall ? Do not all true republicans 
refpcdl the will of the majority ? Can republican 
^vernment be adcniniilered on any other princi- 
ples ? Do Mr. Jefferfon's friends recoUed: that the 
a£l for fixing the feat of government on the Potow- 



.«■ < i m\ 



* Still the fame whining cant about the juftke of THE SUpuh* 
/Tf,^ mid the ''friend/hip 'which has hem fo UNFORTXINATEir 
i^fiurhed^^* andf the vile hankeriug after the " SUCCESS of tin ne^ 
gatiation /'* Still ihc fenac pooT, pufilknimjHJs fentkncms I Whcr« 
will this end ? 



iPiSQ 
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mac was carried by a majority of one in the Senate, 
and of two in the Reprefentativcs, and that the time 
ibr removing there is nearly at haad ? Let tbeni 
Ihiok of thefe things. 

Bofion Chronicle. — The American public are rc^ 
quefied to read the following fentiment in the lafl: 
Chronifle — *' For I hold i/ would be far better to have 
*^ a CIVIIv WAR, than a war with Francer That 
is to fay, 5/tf/^ again ft State — neighbour again ft neigh" 
hour^-^bn ag^inO: father — and brother againft brother 
iTP-for this is the cafe in thoie moft horrible of all 
fcourges, civil wars ! I put the French and all other 
foreigners out of fight in this inftance ; for our le- 
gally conftituted authorities will take, I doubt not, 
proper ^fteps with them, and proper care of our* 
lejves. I only mean to attra^ the public attentioa 
to a treafonablefenttmentj which ought not to pafs^ 
Jike the ordinary abufe of the Chronicle, unnoticed. 
If there be any relation of Marat's in this country 
C^apdbie of writing fuch a fentiment, is it not ihock-r 
ing that a printer can be found fo forgetful of 
himfelf and country as to print it, and publilh it to 
)iis fellow citizens ? This is a liberty of the prefs 
very little fhort of the liberty of burning our houfes, 
fo lately pradtifed by fome of the iame ftamp with 
that writer. 

Orleans^ alias E^^/zV/j.— Waftiington, Pennfyl- 
?ama, June 30. Pafled through this town on Sa- 
turday laft, on their way to Phikdelphia, tlic three 
fons of the late Duke of Orleans (Egalite). It \% 
faid that they have explored the greater fart of the 
wefiern comitry *. Tuesday^ 



* Being of royal blood, they have been, I fuppofe, chalking 
put kingdoms for themfelves, in lieu of the feigiicuries the Car- 
magnoles have kicHcd t|iei» out of. Of this we may be certain ; 

;ha( 
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Tuesday, 27^^ Juhe. 

Treaty with Tripoli^ negotiated hy Joel Barlow. ^-^ 
Whereas a treaty of peace and friendftiip has been 
concluded in the manner hcreln-after mentioned, by 
the Plenipotentiary of the United States of America, 
and the Bey and fubje<3s of Tripoli of Barbary j 
which treaty, written in the Arabic language, being 
tranflated into the language of the United States, is 
in the words following, to wit : 
Treaty of Peace and Friendjhip between the United 

States of America and the Bey and Subjedts of 

Tripoli of Barbary : 

Art. I. There is a firm and perpetual peace and 
friendfhip between the United States of America, and 
the Bey and fubjedg of Tripoli of Barbary, made by 
the free confent of both parties, and guaranteed by 
the mofl: potent Dey and Regency of Algiers. 

Art. 2. If any goods belonging to any nation with 
which either of the parties is at war, Ihall be loaded 
on board of veflels belonging to the other party, they 
ihall pafs free, and po attempt ihall be made to take 
or detain them. 

Art. 3. If any citizen, fubjed^s, or effects, belong- 
ing to either party, fhall be found on board a prize 
veflel taken from an enemy by the other party, fuch 
citizens or fubje6\s ihall be fet at liberty, and the 
effects reitored to the owners. 

Art. 4. Proper paiTports are to be given to all vef- 
fels of both parties, by which they are to be known: 
And conlidering the diilance between the two coun-^ 



that they have not been furveying the weftern country fpr nothings 
•—The French are getting round us on every fide. Thefe arifto- 
crats are juft as dangerous as the fans- culottes. However they may 
differ in other reipeds, they all agree in a wifh to extend the do- 
pRfinions of France, and the fame of the French name, and parti- 
cularly in an irreconcilable, natural, innate hatred of all that is 
^jjlifh, or that is related to or with England* 

I tries, 



JUNE, 1797. ^t 

tries, eighteen months from the dale of this treaty 
fliall be allowed for procuring fuch paflports. During 
this interval, the other papers belonging to fuch 
veffels Ihall be fufficient for their protedion. 

Art. 5. A citizen or fubjeft of either party having 
bought a prize condemned by the party or by any 
other nation, the certificate of condemnation and 
bill of fale fliall be a fufficient paflport for one year : 
this being a reafonable time for her to procure a 
proper paflport. 

. Art, 6. Vcflels of either party putting into the 
ports of the other, and having need of provifions or 
other fupplies, they fliall be f urniflied at the market 
price. And' if any fuch veflel fliall fo put in from a 
difafler at fea, and have occafion to repair, flie fliall 
be at liberty to land and re-embark her cargo, with- 
out paying any duties. But in no cafe fliall flie be 
compelled to land her cargo. 

: Art. 7. Should a veflel of either party be caft on 
the fliore of the other, all proper affiftance fliall be 
given to her and her people ; no pillage fliall be al- 
lowed ; the property fliall remain at the difpofal of 
the owners, and the crew proteded and fuccoured . 
till they can be fent to their country. 

Art. 8. If a veflel of either party fliould be at- 
tacked by an enemy within gun-fliot of the forts of 
either, fhe fliall be defended as much as poflible. 
If flie be in port, flie fliall not be feized or attacked 
when it is in the power of the other party toprotedt 
her ; and when (he proceeds to fea, no enemy fliall 
be allowed to purliie her from the fame port within 
twenty-four hours after her departure. 

Art. 9. The commerce between the United States 
and Tripoli— the protedlion to be given to mer- 
chants, matters of veflels, and feai^en — the recipro- 
cal right of eftablifliing confuls in each country, and 
the privileges, immunities, and jurifdidtions, to be 
enjoyed by fuch confuls, arc declared to be on the 

fame 



fy GAZETTE SELECflONS. 

fame footing with thofe of the moft favoured mitrOli^ 
relpeAively. 

Art. lo. The money and prefects demanded by 
the Bey of Tripoli as a full and fatisfac^bry oonftder- 
aftion on his part, and on the part of his fubjecls, 
for this treaty of perpetual peace aiKl frienjdChip, are 
acknowledged to have been received by hirt> previous 
to his figning the fame, according to a receipt which 
jB hereto annexed, except fuch part as is proraifed ofl 
the part of the United States to be delivered and 
paid by them dn the arrival of their Gotiful i« Tri- 
poli, of which part a note is likewife hereto annexed^ 
And no pretence of any periodical tribute or farther 
payment is ever to be made by either party. 

Art. 1 1 . As the Government of the United States 
of America is not in ariy fenje foundtd on the ChriftiaH 
reiigion^ us it has in itfelf no charadter of enmity 
againft the laws, religion, or tranquillity of Muf- 
folmen — ^atid as the faid States have never entered 
into any war or a6l of hoftility againft any Maho- 
Ikietan nation, it is declared by the parties, that no 
pretext arifing from religious opinions fhall ever 
produce an interruption of the harmony exifling be- 
tween the two countries. 

Art* 12. In cafe of any dilpute arifing from a vio» 
btion of any of the articles of this treaty, no appeal 
fiiall be made to arms, nor fhall war be declared on 
any pretext whatever. But if the Conful refiding at 
the place where the difpute Ihall happen, fhall not 
be able to fettle the fame, an amicable reference 
fliall be made to the nmitual friend of the parties 
here, by engaging to abide by his decifion. And he, 
by virtue of his fignature to this treaty, engages, for 
Jihnfelf and his fucceiTors, to declare the juftice of 
ttie cafe according to the true interpretation of the 
treaty, and to ufe all the means in his power to en- 
force the obfervance of the fame. 

Signed 
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feigned and fealed at Tripoli of Barbary, the 3d 
day of Jiimed in the year of the Hegira 1 2 n 
— correfponding with the 4th day of Novem- 
ber, 1796 — by 

(l. s.) Jus8uf Bashaw Mahomet, Bey, 
(l. s.) Mamet, Treafurer. 
(l. s.) jimety Minifter of Marine. 
(l. s.) Amet^ Chamberiain. 
(l. s.) JiUy^ Chief of the Divan. 
(l. s.) Soiiman Cay a. 
(l. 9.) Galil^ General of the Troops. 
(l. s.) Mahomet j .Comdt. of the City. 
(l. s.) Mamety Secretary. 
Signed and fealed at Algiers the 4th day of Argil, 
121 1, correfponding with the 3d day of Ja- 
nuary, 1797, by 

(l. s.) Hajfan Bajhaw^ Dey. 

And by the Agent Plenipotentiary of the United 
States of America, 

(L. s.) Joel Barlow. 

I Joel Barlow, Affent and Conful-Gcneral of the 
United States of America, for the city and kingdomi 
of Algiers-, certify and atteft that the foregoing is a 
tnae copy of the treaty concluded between the faid 
United States, and the Bey and fubjefts of Tripoli 
of Barbary, of which the original is to be tranfmitted 
by me to the Minifter of the faid United States, in 
lafbon. 

In teftimony whereof, I fign thefc pre fen ts with 
f V my hand, and affix thereto the feal of the 
v^- ^) Confulate of the United States, at Algiers, 
this 4th day of January, 1797. 

Joel Barlow. 
To all to whom thefe prefents Ihall come or be 
made known. 

Whereas the underwriter David Humphreys hath 
been duly appointed Commiffioner Plenipotentiary, 
by letters patent under the fignaturc of the Prcfident 

and 
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and ieal of the United States of America, dated t\\6 
30th of March, 1795, for negotiating and conclud* 
ing a treaty of peace with the moft illuftrious the 
Balhaw, Lords and Governors of the city and king- 
dom of 'JVipoli : — ^Whereas by a writing under his 
hand and feal, dated the loth February, 1796, he 
did (in conformity to the authority committed me 
therefor) conlHtute and appoint Joel Barlow, and 
Jofeph Donaldfon, jun. Agents, jointly and fepa- 
rately, in the bufinefs aforefaid : — ^Whereas the an- 
nexed treaty of peace and friendihip was agreed 
upon, ligned, and fealed, at Tripoli of Barbary, and 
on the 4th of November, 1 796, in virtue of the 
powers aforefaid, and guaranteed by the moft potent 
Dey and Regency of Algiers ; and whereas the fame 
was C€:rtified at Algiers on the ;^d day of January, 
1797, with the lignature and feal of Haflan Bafhaw, 
Dey, and of Joel Barlow, one of the agents afore- 
laid, in the abfence of the other : 

Now know ye, that I, David Humphreys, Com- 
miffioner Plenipotentiary aforefaid, do approve and 
conclude the faid treaty, and every article and claufe 
therein contained, referving the fame and neverthe- 
lefs for the final ratification of the Prefident of the 
United States of America, bv and with the advice 
and confent of the Senate of the faid United States. . 
In teflimony whereof, Lhave figned the fame with 
my name and feal, at the city of Lilbon, this loth 
of February, 1797. 

(l. s.) David Humphreys. 

Now he it known, that I John Adams ^ Prefident of 
the United States of America, having feen and con- 
fidered the faid treaty, do, by and with the advice 
and confent of the Senate, accept, ratify, and con- 
firm the fame, and every claufe and article thereof.. 
And to the end that the faid treaty may be obferved 
and performed with good faith on the part of the 
United States^ I have ordered the prcmifcs to be 

made 
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made public ; and I do hereby enjoin and require all 

eirlbns bearing office/ civil or military, within the 
nited States, and all other citizens or inhabitants 
thereof, faithfully to obferve and fulfil the faid 
treaty, and every claufe and article thereof. 

In tejiimony whereof j I have cau(ed the feal of 
the United States of America to be affixed to 
thefe prefents, and figned with my hand, 
(l, s.) Done at the city of Philadelphia, the tenth 
day of June, one thouiand feven hundred 
and ninety-feven, and of the independence of 
the United States of America the twenty- 
firft. John Adams *• 



Wednesday, a8'^ June, 

UC(ireys Rafcality. — ^The readers of this paper 
PMy, perhaps, remember feeing, the other evening, 
a paragraph in it, defending the Circus againfi: the 
attack of the O'Careys, and Sating that thofe attacks 
wrere occafioned by a refufal, on the part of the Cir- 
cus people, to advertife in their papen This para- 
graph, the enraged editors, in their paper of laft 
evening, attributed to me, and at the fame time call 
it ^* a pufF, to fuppoit the declining attractions of 
the Circus.** This they were led te believe, I fup- 
pofe, b^caufe the Circus -man is a Frenchman, it 
c>eing well known that I have an extreme pairtiality 
for that nation. 



* The ixth article of this treaty certainly wants fome eiq)lana- 
fion. That ** the government of the United States of America is 
in no fenfe founds on the Chrifiian reUgiamy** is a declaration that 
pne might have expeded from Saliman KayOj Haffkn Bi^fhaw^ off 
the fans-culotte Jotl BarUw ; but it founds rather oddly from the 
WrtJUknt and Senate. If it wiil admit of fatisfadory explanation 
it ought to receive it ; for it ^ruinly lo6ks a. little like tramfling 
9^0n the crofs. 

vol., VI# F The 



06 GAZETTE SELECTIONS. 

The truth is, the O'Careys knew well that I wai 
not the author of the paragraph in queftion ; but 
they chofe to make a handle of it to introduce an 
accutMion, which, if well founded, would fink me 
beneath a fhoeblack, and almofl: to a level with 
themfelves. They fay : '^ We have heard, Peter, of 
** your cringing letter to the diredlors of the canal 
•* lottery, to advertile and do all their printing for 
** nothing, as foon as you found that we had been 
*^ employed for that purpofe." 

Now, the hiftory of the bufinefs will Ihow what 
infamous mifcreants the great 0*s mufl be. I took^ 
on credit, fifty canal lottery tickets for fale. It is of 
little Gonfequence what was my motive for fo doing, 
whether it was of a public or private nature, whe- 
ther from a wilh to bring water into the city or 
money into my pocket. I did it ; I had the tickets 
for fale ; I fold many ; and I thought it was natural 
for my fubfcribers to expedl, that, while I publifhed 
tickets for fale, I Ihould accommodate them with 
an account of the! drawing. The firft day's draw- 
ing appeared in the O'Careys* paper, and, as I fup- 
rifed the drawing would appear there regularly, 
advertifed my tickets for fole, with a proniifc to 
give the lifts of the drawings a^ they came out. 

I mufl: confcfs I felt a repugnancd at beirtg obliged 
to copy the lifts from the great 0*s paper ; befides, 
I Ihould have laboured under the difadvantage of 
being always a day later than they. I therefore 
fcnt my clerk to inquire whether he might not be 
permitted to copy them from the check-book at the 
office. This brought the check clerk to me. Ha 
would not grant that liberty : but he very politely 
offered to favour me with the lifts, on condition of 
receiving fome trifling compenfation. This favour 
I could not think of accepting ; and I once more 
turned,, though, with a moft curfed ill will, to the 
vile receptacle of the O'Careys* However, Mr; 
3 Staridifti. 
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Standifh Forde, the principal manager, feeing my 
advertifement promifing the lifts ; and perceivings 
t prefume, the advantage the inftitution would de- 
rive from it, offered (without any letter or applica* 
tion on my part) to furnifh me with an authentic 
lift; of the drawings ; which has been done evet 
fince. 

I advertife nothing for the lottery -office. It 19 
for myfelf ; for the fale of my own tickets. When 
I advertife for the lottery-office I will be paid. The 
advantage of my publifliing the lifts has, I believe, 
already been perceived by all thofe who have any 
thing to do with the inftitution. It has made the 
lottery known, where it never was before heard of, 
and has brought hundreds of dollars to this city 
from the remoteft parts of the Union. I often re- 
ceive a hundred dollars by one poft for tickets. I 
have already taken three thoufand dollars worth, 
and have no doubt but' I fhall difpofe of tickets to 
twice that amount. Compared to a paper like mine, 
what is the O'Careys' ? The number of papers that 
I print more than any other man in the city is greater 
than what the O'Careys print altogether. It was 
well enough to confine the lifts to a paper like this, 
if the managers meant to keep the drawings a fecret, 
and have all the tickets left upon their hands. I 
can fee no one that could poffibly be benefited by 
advcrtifing in their blundering coUedlion, except 
the book-keeper and themfelves. There is fome- 
thing in it immoral as well as impolitic ; as, while 
it could Icarcely ever be feen by any perfon, who had 
money to fpare, it might poffibly tempt now and 
then a poor wretch of Iriihtown to venture his 
week's wages in a ticket, while his wife and children 
^ight be ftarving in rags. 



p 2, Thursday, 
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Thuksday, 29*^ June. 

0^ Careys and the Learned Pig.— "W hen an accouni 
of this ^^fcieniifie qniniaV* firft appeared in this G^- 
zette^ it was reported that the O'Careys were ahout 
to engage him as their editor, judging him to be 
extremely well calculated to aid them in mifleading 
|hc " Jvuimjh multitude ;** but it would feem, that, 
after pafHng the evening together over a bucket of 
ilrong waih, they dlfcpvered that the grunting de- 
mocrat was not h^lf fo much a hog as themfelve^. 

M^Clenachan and Thomas. — On the day that the 
news arrived of the order of Council refpefting the 
Bank of England, Mr. Blair M^Clenachan, the very 
refpeifable reprefentative of the county of Phila4el- ^ 
phia, who was exulting at the ^vent, was alked by 
a gentleman of the bar, what it was that pleaied hio^ 
fo much ? ** Why," replied Macj " have you not 
" heard of it ? The Bank of England has ftoppe^ 
'^ payment. The damned rafcals are broke novy 1 
" they have got their deferts at laft/'— " Oh, fie, 
** Mr. M*Clenachan,** replied the gentlen^an, *^ yo\^ 
" ihould not call them rafcals. There's no rafc^Uty 
" in merely breakings you know, if they give all ilp, 
** and don't ntake over their proj^erty to cheat thii/r 
*^ creditors^" 



French Fraternity. — ^Tuefd^y arrived here the bM 
Dove, Captain Benjamin Wyatt, twenty-nine daw 
from Guadaloupe. Captain Wyatt relates the fw- 



T-rr 



* It may not be amifs to obferve, that this <^ t»mi fir$ke^^^ m 
it was called, was attributed to Joe Thomas! If Blair Could ip^ 
with his antagonift now (1790), he might certainly return ^ 
blow. Thomas muft be allowed to have furpafled Blair \ but, per« 
haps, it would be veiy difficult to find another fuch a pair ia tbe 
whole univerfc* 

^ \ ' lowing : 



lowing : Had fome canverfation with the fupercargo 
of a fchooner belonging to Virginia, who informed 
that he was taken bound to Guadaloupe : the cap- 
tain and lieutenant of tht privatter which tdok him, 
catne on board and prefented two piftols to his bf^aff, 
and faid, " That if he did notjwtar that he 'uoas hound 
'* to an Englijhportj they would fioot hhnonthejpot.^ 
In order to fave his life, he was obliged to comply ; 
in coniequence of which the vef&l and cargo wen 
condemned *. 



Munree. — On Tuefday evening laft arrived in this 
dty the celebrated Citizen Munroty late Minifter of 
the United States at the Court of Barras and com«* 
pany -f-. 

FaiDAY, lo*^ June* 

Venice and Buonafarte.-^Buompzrte^ to the Poge 
of Venice.— Head-quarters, Judcnberg, aoth Ger- 
minal (April). 

In all the Venetian territories in Terra Firma, the 
fubje^Sls of your Government are under arms, and the 
rallying cry is, " Death to the French !" 
- The number of the foldiers of the army of Italy, 
who have been their yiftims, amount already to feve-* 

♦ French fraternity, like' all other good thin|rt, is grown indlf- 
ftrent to us, from being overloaded with it; it is huiiibly hoped, 
however, that this trait will, from iXMjingHlatity^ be an agreeaUe 
treat* 

^ It is confidently reported, that a certain E»-mintfier has fpe* 
culated largely in the conjtfcated fnroperty^ now fo plienty in our fif- 
ter republic. Such trafiic, we are much inclined to think, cannot 
tend to drengthen an attachment to the interefts of his own coun* 
try \ an attachment which was never thought to be very ftrong. 
"While the gentleman is enjoying by anticipation the variety of 
pleafures that attend him on his feudal domains, it may not be 
amtft to remind him of a maxim which has be^n fully fan^ioned 
by very recent experience, that tjuhat it g^t avn the divifs hac]^ 
goei under bis iilfy. 

F 3 ral 
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ral hundreds. In vain you afFe6t to difavow thpfii 
movements which have been provoked by yourfelf. 
After I have carried our arms into the heart of Ger- 
many, do you believe that I Ihall not be able to 
make the firft nation In the world be refpeAed ? Dq 
yop imagine that the legion of Italy will fuffer tamely 
the maflacres which you excite ? The blood of our 
brothers in arms Ihall be avenged; and there is not 
a French battalion charged witl} the miflion, whicl^ 
does not feel three times the courage and ilrength 
neceflary to puniih you. The Senate of Venice has 
jreturned the blackefl perfidy for the generofity with 
y^hich we have behaved towards it. I fend you my 
propolitipn^ by one of my aid-de-camps and chief 
of brigade — War or peace. If you do not in^medi* 
ately take every meafure pecpflary for difperiing the 
banditti, if you do not, as foon as poffible, . arreft 
and put into my hands the authors of the murders 
which have been 'committed, war is declared. The 
Turks are not on your frontiers; no enemies menace 
you ; yet you have fandtioned the premeditated de» 
lign of the priefts, to form infurreftion, and to direA 
it againft the French. I give you twenty-four hours 
to difperfe them. The days of Charles VU. are paft. 
If, notwith {landing the good-will the French Govern- 
ment has (hown towards you, I fhall be compelled 
.to attack., ygq, do not imagine that the French fol- 
diers, like the brigands you have armed, will ravage 
the fields of ihe innocent and unfortunate people cf 
Terra Firma. No ! I fhall prote(^ them I apd they 
will Uefs the caufe which has obliged the Frencn 
army to deliver them from your tyrannical govern* 

pent. ' ' ' PpONA>ARTlS, 

\ i ■ • 

Venice. — Paris, May 3. A coiirier arrived laft 
pigjit to the Diredlory from Buonaparte, who brought 
letters to the deputies from Milan* The fpllowmg 
^re their Qontent? ; . ' 




JUNE, 1797, ft 

TOie French troops commanded by General Gu- 
rieux, joined to the Lombard legions under General 
Lehoz, marched againft Verona. 

They found before the town the inhabitants 
armed, and the Sclavonian troops intrenched with 
eannon. The French General fummoncd the com* 
mander to difarm and difmifs them. The com* 
mandant anfwered, that he could not at that mo* 
mentj as the people were irritated againft the 
French. Immediately the peafants attacked the 
Lombards, and were repulfed. The French Gene- 
ral ordered an attack to be made. The relifiance 
was obftinate, but the Venetian fatellites of oligar* 
chy were at length routed. They fled to a large 
houfe which they had eftablifhed for their maga* 
zines, and where they had their ammunition ancl 
provifions. From this they kept up a dreadful fire, 
but a fliell fell amongft them, fet fire to their pow- 
der, and all blew up : four or five hundred Sclavo* 
Bians,' with their commandant, were the vidlims to 
the explofion ! 

At the departure of the courier, the city had been 
fired, and the fire was fpreading on all fides * ! ! 

Gallatin 



• The treatment that the Republic of Venice has received froni 
the favage defpots (if France, though unjuft and cruel in the 
greateil degree, is what tvtvy paffive neutral ftatehzs fuffered, and 
as good as they had any right to expert. Neutrality towards thefe 
enemies of the human race was a crime agaipfl fociety $ as it ira<s 
plied a tacit approbation of their atrocious politics, as well as a 
felfifh indifference to the fnfferings of others. But a tamr fub« 
miflion op the part of eypry government to their infuhs and ag- 
greffions, through the whole poiirfp gf this diabolical war, ha$ 
p<5en the fure means to provoke th^ir increafe and continuance, 
until even the voice of complaint }tfelf has been fmothered, Ve- 
nice refifted all thp applications of jhe combined powers to take 4 
part in the war againft France, even after the plundering :in4 
ipurdering fans-culottes had entered Italy. She hugged hertelf 
Tip in her neutrality, and flattered berfelf with her imagined fafety 
ra the ()order9 of the Adriatic. What has all this ayail^i b^r? The 
^ y ^ • pallM? 
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Galhtht and Swanwick in Congrefs. — ^The crafty 
foreigner, who, to complete our degradation, leadsr 
the majority of a certain great aflemWy, fliU bet 
trays the fame depravity that governed him in his 
former attempts to impede the operations of Govern^, 
meni. I prefume he thinks that what failed of 
fuccefs in Braddpck's field, may be executed more 
effectually in Philadelphia ; as to leave the country 
expofed to the depredations of a daring and unprin- 
cipled enemy may be more fatal, as it is doubtleft 
quite as criminal, as to raife the ftandard of rebeU 
lion in its bofom. 

Through the whole of the prefent feflioa of Coo-^ 
grefs has this quibhler oppofed every effort made by 
the friends of Government, to proted: our commerce^ 
or to repel the infults of the bafe and perfidious 
Gaul. But as every artful fcoundrel, fo has this 
Monlieur fometimes committed himfelf: his cowr. 
ardice has fometimes betrayed him into a vote, re- 
pugnant to his well-known principles, and pro-- 
duced a neceflity of checking it, as foon as poiiible, 
by another diredlly hoflile. Thus has the wretch 
often been at war with himfelf. 

When Congrefs refolved, after a dilgraceful op- 
polition, to fortify the ports and harbours of the Uni- 
ted States, his name appeared among the Yeas ; but 
on the next day he refufcd his affent to provide artil- 
^erifts, to garrifon thefe fortifications after they fhill 
be completed. He has confeffed in the fulleft and 
moft unequivocal terms,^ that the commerce of the 



Gallic hordes have invaded her territories, feized on her fortifi- 
cations ; burned her towns ; laid the whole ilate under contribu* 
tion; murdered her citizens; and, to complete their iniquity, arf 
going to partition her territories to indemnify the Emperor, 
' Sue h will be your fate, you torpid Americans ! as fure as you 
have a countiy to lofe, happinefs and independence to be broken 
in upon, io iure the favases of Gaul will be with you, as foon an 
their arms are difengagea from the wars of Europe. 

United' 
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Jnited States has fufFered greatly by the depreda^ 
ions of its enemies, and that it is by far their moft 
rulnerable part ; yet he has ftrained every nerve, 
jxerted all the refources of fophiftry and quibble, 
o oppofe the only kind of armament calculated to 
lefend it. In Ihort, this Genevefe patriot, though 
Jriven out of his courfe fometimes by timidity, has 
aever loft light of his objed ; that of flopping the 
wheels of Government^ and truckling, like his poor 
trodden-down countrymen, to the haughty man- 
dates of France : but through. this feflion of Con- 
grefs he has trimmed, and quibbled, and contra- 
didted himfelf fo often, that the man I once hated 
for his political flns^ 1 now begin to de(pife alfo for 
bis imbecility. 

How long Ihall Pennfylvania be difgraced, and 
loie her fiation in the fcale of the United States, 
by iiich a fufpicious outlandifh reprefentative ; by 
a man, who, in her better day&, that are paft, 
would hardly have been trufted with the office of a 
conflable, or a IherifTs underi^rapper ? I remember 
the time, and I remember it with regret, when the 
found of his uncouth gibberifh alone, if th^re had 
been nothing elfe againft him, would have been a 
fee prevention to his ever rifing to confidence. In 
thoie days Pennfylvania had too much virtue and 
fioodfenfe, to intruft the public welfare to the keep- 
ing of an old privateer/man^ or to vote a French wolf 
the guardian of herjheep *. 

Saturday, 

* It hos often been faid, and I think it cannot be too often re« 
pMledf that the French influence is continnally gaining ground in 
tfabcountry^ and that the American cbaradter as an independent 
people will he foon entirely loih If there is any perfon who has 
arrived at the years of difcretion, and can doubt the truth of this 
obfenration, I would not wifh him to have fairer proof of the ex- 
ifience of this influence than what was exhibited on Thurfday in 
theHoufc ofRcptefentatives of the United States. A propolition 
for arming for the purpofc of proteding the commerce of the 

United 
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Saturday, i'^ July. 

Miinroe. — Monfieur Munroe, as was reported, did 
adtually arrive in this city on Tuefday laft, but hav- 
ing difobeyed the ordinances of the health-office, 
was, with his family, ordered to return dovvii to the 
veflcl the next day, there to remain until all on 
board had undergone the ufual formalities of ex- 
amination ; which ord^r he thought proper to 
comply with. 

This muft have been confoundedly grating to one 

who {o lately bad the honour o( fpeechijywg in pre- 

fence of the fid fans of Frqnce^^ feated on the throne of 

liberty, and lurrounded with their hundred thoufand 

flaves. 



United States, being before the Houfe, a gentleman, a reprefent» 
atiye of one of the firft commercial cities, in the courfe of his 
oppofition to the meafure, made the following remaiks: " Wq 
*' have fent an extraordinary embaflTy to France, to adjuft our 
*^ differences ; and before we know the fuccefs oi the negotiation, 
*' we are putting ourfelyes into a ftate of defence ! What will the 
** French Directory fay to this ? Will they i>ot very properly aflc, 
•* For what purpole is your Government arming ?' Yon came here 
•* to treatwith us about peace, and are preparing for war at home.* 
" Will France approve of our arming? Will fie not fend your 
" negotiators home again, to tell your Government to lay down 
•* youh arms before you begin to treat with us ? Ca^ it be ex-? 
*' pe6ted the Dire6tory will treat with us when they fee we are 
•* preparing for war, in cafe we do not fucceed in our demands ?** 
I believe there have never beep, fince the formation of our govern- 
ment, fentiments fo humiliating and fo degrading to our ch^ra^eF 
as an independent people, exprefled by any one of its greater 
enemies. Jf the American people are reduced to fuch a (late of 
vaifalage and humble reliance on France, as tobe aiVaid of putting 
themlelves into a manly pofture of defence, without the previous 
approbation of the Directory, I think it high time to throw afide 
the prefent expenfive form of government, and to folicit Farmier 
Giles, and a few other Frenchmen, to dp the bufinefs for us. Thi^ 
ftate of vaffalage may well fuit the ideas of an infurredlion-breed^ 
of Geneva, a defpcrate gambler or negro-driver of Virginia, a 
bankrupt /w^fl/f a/ reprefentative of Phifadelphia, or a fraudulent 
Jerfeyman ; |)ut can never accord with the feelings Qf ^ rea) 
^njeric^n, ' " /. • " - 
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l^a Fayette and Co. rekafed at the Interceffion of 
Buonaparte. — A Paris paper of May i, fays, that 
Buonaparte, previous to the ligning of the prelimiT 
naries of peace, demanded the releafe of Z^ Fayette^ 
Pureau Ft^y and Latour Maubourg ; which demand, 
it would feem, was made in confequence of an or-r 
jier from the DirecSlory. 

Upon this article the Paris Editor obferves : ^^ It 
is not to be fuppofed that the hero of Italy, fo 
diftinguifhed by every noble and generous fenti- 
f* ment, would have negledlcd to break the chains 
5* of the illuftrious viSfims of the vengeance and ty- 
** ranny of the Englijh Government: but it is pleaf- 
*^ ing to fee the Diredlory themfelves anticipating 
f^ this aft oi magnanimity zxidi juftice. It is a glorious 
*' triumph of the fpirit of moderation over the fury 
f^ of party.*' 

. A few f^dls relative to this illufirious vidlim and 
his magnanimom deliverers may not be amifs at the 
prefent moment. La Fayette was firft impeached 
|)y Jean de Brie^ whofe name we have very lately feen 
among the leaders of the Council of old ones. The 
impeachment was fupported by Briflbt in the heft 
Ipeech that famous fcoundfel pver made. The whole 
pf the Briffotihe fadlion (the fadlion that now rules) 
pfed the utmoft of their endeavours to bring him to 
the block ; and, no fooner had thpy dethroned the 
JLing, than they profcribed La Fayette by a decree 
.]0vhich woijld diflionour fav^ges. He was declared 
to be out of the protediion of the law ; it was en- 
joined on evpry citizen to fhoot, or otherwife to de- 
stroy him if poflible ; every magiflrate was ordered 
to caufe fearch to be made for his wife and children, 
and to imprifon them wherever found ; and, that his 
infamy might be handed down to pofterity, his houfe 
was ordered to be reduced to afhes ; and a monu* 
pent ereded on the fpot, bearing an infcription ex- 

Frefiiyi^ of his crimes aad of the jufl: vengeance of the 
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nation. And this man the wretches have now the 
impudence to call the ilJuftrious vidlim ; and the vic- 
tim too of the EngUjh Government ! The millions of 
murders they have committed at Nantz and other 
places, they will alfo lay to the charge of the Eng- 
lifh Government ; nor have I the leaft doubt but 
we fliall yet hear the Engliih Government accuied 
of cutting off Louis XVI. and his family. 

It is fomething curious enough that the Dire6lory 
Should difpute with Buonaparte the honour of de- 
manding La Fayette's releafe. Bafe hypocrites! 
They were every man of them amongft his moft bitter 
enemies. It was La Croix that propofed to denounce 
him for correfponding with the King and Queen; 
Carnot obtained the decree for arrefling him, and 
Merlin (our old flag friend) was one of the three de- 
puties fent to the army to feize on the carcafs of the 
*• illufirious vi6lim/* and drag it ta the bar of the 
Aflerobly, This is the *^ juft"' and '* magnanimous'^ 
crew that now throws the blame of La Fayette's im- 
prifonment on a government that never haa him in its 
power, nor ever interfered at all refpecfting him. 

This is the age of impudence and rafcality. Truth 
is become falfehood, and falfehood truth. The atro- 
cious, notorious lie contained in the above-quoted 
paragraph is publifhed through this country as an 
article of news, entitled to the ufual degree of credi- 
bility. The publiftiers are careful to make no com-, 
ment that may tend to betray its falfehood. They 
Hand, angler- like, watching its progrefs along the 
ftream ; and though they know they are fifliing with 
a naked hook, they alfo know that in fuch nume-» 
rous Ihoals there are always fome gudgeons. 

0^ Careys and the Learned Pig. — -Sir, Having ob- 
fervcd that you have been a fecond time mifinformed, 
or at leaft that you have a fecond time mifinformed the 
public rcfpe<3ing the learned pig, I take the liberty 

X to 
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to addrefs to you a *^ Statement of fa^ls" refpeding 
him ; which ^atement, as it is in defence of an in* 
jured individual, you have, I truft, too much im* 
partiality to refufe a place in your Gazette* 

This Solomon of the fwinifli multitude received 
^e firft rudiments of his education in the patriotic 
town of Belfaft, in the north of Ireland. The De- 
mocratic Club, and the many focieties of United 
Irifhmen in and about that town, fo improved the 
talents of this Hibernian, and he and they became fo 
afiimilated, that he was admitted to their nodlurnal 
meetings ; where, though but quite a roafter, he 
foon rendered himfelf confpicuous as an orator in tlie 
caufe of reformation. 

As he arrived at maturity his views extended. He 
removed to the metropolis, where he found many 
difciples, among whom the ,0'Careys, now in this 
city, were looke;d upon as the greateft zealots. But, 
liot poffeffing fo much/olid underftanding as their 
learned apoftle, fome of them got a yoke round their 
fwiniih necks ; others, to fave their bacon, turned 
kii^s evidence againft their ojivn affociates ; one of 
whom was of the medical tribe *, and had, like his 
learned fellow-citizen, arrived at a kind oi prejidency 
WiQng the/wine. The confequencefinallyjias been, 
the family oixhc great O's^ loyal anddifloyal, king'9 
evidences and democrats, lick and well, rotten and 
found, have all tranfported themfelves to this coun- 
try, and principally, to this poor unfortunate State, 
where there is no gallows, and where Ibme pf them 
have endeavoured to diffeminate their hog's walh 
principles by toiling them up to the public in the 
Iprm of a newfpaper. 

To return to the learned pig ; whether it he ow- 
ing to the character of the O'Careys, or to fome other 
7 1 1 ■ II. , ■ . . I , I . , > I ■ ■ I — ■ I * 

♦ Dc£lor Dnnan, againft whom one Fhilpot Cany turnell 
king's evidence. 

caufe. 
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caufe, I know not ; but of this I can aflure the pub- 
lic upon the word and honour of a gentleman, that 
fince his arrival in America he has never had the 
leaft concern or acquaintance with them ; nor has 
he, as you have related, Mr. Porcupine, ever con- 
descended to treat with them for the editorfhip to 
their Gazette. Canboi r. 



Swanwick. — To John Swan wick. —Sir, Although 
it is a well-known fa6l that your adlions through 
life have been governed by intereft and ambition^ 
and of courfe cannot create furprife in any one who 
is acquainted with you ; yet your condudt through 
the different flages of your political career, from the 
day on which you firft mounted the roftrum in the 
Stale-houfe yard (preparatory to becoming a can* 
didate for a feat in our State Legiflature"^ to the pre- 
fent time, has been marked with fo many circum- 
fiances of evil tendency towards Government, and 
fo fubverfive of the good order and happinefs enjoyed 
by every good citizen of the United States, that it is 
a duty incumbent on every man who wifhes for a con- 
tinuance of that bleflSng to expofe the wickednefs to 
which your meafures would lead. 

Imprefled with this opinion, and from a fincere 
regard to the welfare of my fellow-citizens, I Ihall 
in this addrefs lay before them fome matters which 
have pafled unnoticed in all that has hitherto been 
written on the fubje6t ; for the prefent I fhall con- 
fine myfelf to two. Firft, that a (cw years ago no 
mail could have exprefled more exalted opinions of 
Great Britain (your native country) than you did ; 
and then, according to the ideas you held out in all 
converfations regarding her, Ihe was the mqfi ge^ 
nerous and the moji powerful nation on earth — a na- 
tion with which the United States muft, both from 
intereft and policy, form the clofeft connexions. 
Secondly, the greateft enemy of France could not 

have 



have Wf)refented tliat nation in a more contemptible 
point of view than yau have done ; it was a natioH 
(to ufe your own words) on which America could 
placebo dependance ; Iier policy was always dangerous 
to the world \ her merchants were men deftitate of 
honour, and totally /^^/or^w/ q/^/i^^^ true principles of 
commerce ; a nation, in fhort, with which our inter- 
coorfe muft for ever be very limited. 
' With fuch avowed fcntiments and opinions of the 
two nations at the period mentioned, let mcafkyou, 
my fagc politician, how you can reconcile them to 
tbofe you now hold out to the world in your laboured 
fpeeches in and out of Congrefs. Is the Britifh na- 
tion lefs generous, or is it lefs the intcrcft of Ame- 
rica to form a connexion with her at this day than it 
was when fhe was fo much your boaft ? What new 
difcovcry of virtue have you made in the French peo- 
ple ? Has their condudl in the courfe of this war, 
which they wage againft heaven and earth, been 
fuch as to imprefs on your mind a more favourable 
opinion of them than that in which you formerly 
held them ? or rather, my virtuous citizens, have 
you been fo charmed by Genet^ Fauchet^ and Adet^ 
m the nodurnal communications you have lb fre* 
quently had with them, as to become a profelytc to 
the caufe of France, and to advocate her atrocities 
towards the countries in Europe, and even her re- 
peated injuries and infults to this country, which 
adopted you, and wherein you have received fo 
many benefits ? Finally, let me afk you, is your 
condudl the refult of precious confeffions to Father 
Fauchet, which, as one of his penitents, you have 
been in the habit of making to him ? and has he by 
his gentle admonitions eafed your tender confciencc 
on the fcore of your fins in having been once attached 
to Old England, or pretending to befo^ abfolved you 
ftom it ? But the truth is^ my little Statefman, as I 

oblervcd 
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obfervcd before, you hold no opinion or icntimeilt 
cither of countries or of men, that is not connecSted 
with your intereft and ambition: to gratify th^, 
you would facrifice the world ; nay, not excepting 
that country of which you are now a partifan* 

Monday, 3*^ July. 

Munroe. — On Saturday laft, about three o*cIockin 
the afternoon, was performed, in fomc tavern in this 
city, a moft ludicrous farce, called " The fVelcome 
to Citizen Munroe. ^^ The principal characters were 
the Virginian Pbilofopher, Mrs. M'Kean's bufband^ 
and Monfieur Citizen Tazewell, of the ancient do* 
minion, commonly called the Land of Debts. 

An analyfis of this performance will be attempted 
in my next ; in the mean time let the Exi-minifter 
and his welcoming crew greafe themfelves well over, 
for I promife them a roafting^ 

Paine's Age of Reafon ; Comments on it hy a German 
Clergyman. — Citizen Paine, The papers have an- 
nounced your arrival in America, and therefore my^ 
time is come to attack your Age of Reafon» When 
encountered face to face, you may defend yourfelf if 
you think proper, and have no reafon to complain of 
foul play. 1 he treatment which I intend to give 
you Ihall accord with your deferts ; that is, I ihall 
connder you as a profane fool, and if you can offer 
any thing in your vindication I am willing to hear it 

Text. It has been ipy intention for feveral years 
part to publifh my thoughts on religion. 

Comment. Your motives are pretty well known» 
You wrote the firft part of the Age of Reafon to fave 
your ugly head from the guillotine, and the feoond 
part to procure a little fomething to eat. 

T€nh 
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. !Texf. ■ The circumftance that has now taken place 
in France has rendered a 'work of this kind exceed^ 
iMgly necejfary ; left in the gerteral wreck of fuperfti- 
tion, &c. we lofe iight of W(?r^//yy, oihumaruty^ and 
of the theology which is true. 

Comment. You. offer wonders of inconfiftency for 
our digeftion. We are to believe you on your word, 
that we infallible men of reafon, having the Bible of 
creation (as you call it) daily before our nofes, are, 
uotwithftanding our omnifcience, in imminent dan- 
ger of lofing fight even of morality, humanity, and 
theology. That a work, a written book on religion, 
is not only neceffary, but even exceedingly neceflary, 
for our prefervation : that our Creator has not pro- 
vided for fuch a work, but has abandoned mankind 
to the pernicious efFedls of fedudlion and immorality : 
that he is furpaffed in benevolence by you ; and that 
he left the fabrication of a work exceedingly neceflary 
in a moral view, to the care of poor (illy Tom Paine : 
— the deifts may believe this article of your faith if 
they choofe, but certainly I Ihall not believe it. 

Text. When a man has fo far corrupted and pro- 
fiituted the chaftity of his mind as to fubfcribe his 

Erofeffional belief to things he does not believe, he 
as prepared himfelf for the commiffion of every 
crime. He takes up the trade of a prieft for the fake 
of gain, and, in order to qualify himfelf for that 
trade, he begins with perjury. 

Comment. This is a gloomy, but it may be an exa<5t 
delineation of your own heart. We are told by a per- 
tain Mr. Oldys that you have frequently been guilty of 
peijury ; that you tyied for the priefthood, and were re- 
je6led ; that your itch of preacjhing was fo great, that, 
for a time, you went fcreeching about as an itinerant 
preacher among the Methodifts. This, probably, is 
the principal caufe of your malevolency ; you aimed at 
the priefthood, and could not obtain it. The grape* 
are four, faid the fox when he could not reach them. 
YOL. VI, G * From 
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PVom your difappointment, the acrimony which you 
iftanifcft againft the priefts may be fufficientty ex- 
plained. Now you argue in the manner of the 
thieves and the pickpockets, who furmife, from n 
confcioufnefs of their own difhonefty, that all the 
world are difhoneft. A whore will hardly believe 
that ^ny woman is chafte^ nor you, from a kftow* 
ledge of your infincerity, that any prieft is fincere. 
But the French priefts ha\'e faved the honour of the 
olergy by a confutation of your calumnies with their 
blood. At the time that you wrote your book, al 
the time that }X)n, pitiful wretch, denied the Lord 
who bought you, in order to faveyour life at the ex- 
penfe of your falvation ; at that time, thou(ands of 
them fuffered their throats to be cut for the fake of a 
good confcience. As they have done, the Chriftiali 
priefts of every country will do when the hour of 
trial (hall come ; and (uch adlions as thefe cannot 
be obfcured by the ravings of an apoftate and a de- 
bauchee. 

TexL As feveral of jmy colleagues, and others of 
my fellow citizens of France, have given me the 
example of making their voluntary and individtral 
pfofellion of faith, I will alfo make mine. 

Comment, You were a citizen of France then, 
thougli you denied it in your letter to General 
Wafhington. A liar ought to have a good memory. 
But as to the circumftauce of your profcffion of ftiith, 
that is pleafant, as we ihall enjoy the opportunity of 
obferving the apifh grimaces of a French Legiflatof 
laying his creed. 

Text. I believe in one God, and no more. 

Comment. What do you call the God that yoii bfe- 
•Iteve in ? Is it whilky, punch, or Madeira "wJiie.? 
It appears like rebellion againft the majefty of reafoii 
fo hear a fot talk of his believing in God, But, ai 
the<3od defcribed by the modern tieifts feems to l>e a 

deified 
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^ified devil, in fuch it one you ^atay pofllbly 
believe. 

T«r^. I hope for happinefe beyond this life. 

Comment. iElealbn awards hap^nefs only to the 
virtuous ; and therefore your hope is ridiculous in the 
CKtretnc Certainly th^t heaven muft be a proper 
Jtogfiy where fudi fwine as you will find admit* 
tance^ 

^7W. I beliei^e the equality of man. 

Comment. If you have kept a negifo wench for 
^ur concubine, your £aith in this refpedt may be 
irenr naturaL 

iTixf. I believe that religious duties confifl: in do- 
ing juftice, lovimg mercy, and endeavouring to jpiake 
our feUow-creaiwes happy. 

Comment. Yes, in endeavouring to make your fel- 
jow-cneatureS happy ; but the remark nmft not be 
ifiDTgotten, that the only fellow-creatiiuies the majority 
of the «nodern dcifts <teem to have, arjg the ftrump^ty 
inhabkantsof the common ilews. As tp your jufli^e 
and mercy, your creditors, your wives, and the 
lentence which pafied on the King of France, may 
wHiiefs to thefe. To hear you talk of juftice g^id 
«nercy is like hearing a whore preaching up the 
virtue of chaftity. 

T-ext. We cannot ferve God in the manner we 
?ferve tbofe who cannot do without fuch fervice. 

Comment. We know it, Tom, we know it, that 
we cannot ferve God in the manner we ferve thofe 
who cannot do without fuch fervice. We cannot, for 
example, ferve him with foups and ragouts; we 
jcannot plafter his feet nor pull his teeth ; but does it 
follow, that, becaufe we cannot ferve him in this 
•oianner, we cannot and ihall not ferve him in 
*iiy manner ? And fuch a blc^khead as you, who 
will frame fuch pbjedlions as thefe, will undertake 
to write upon religion ! 

T4xt. The only idea we can have of ferving God, 

o a it 
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is that of contributing to the happinefs of the Hvii^ 
creation that God has made. 

Commenf. But what do you mean by happinefi ? 
Is it the knowledge of God and of his will ? Is it con- 
fidence in Grod, redlitude of volition and adlion^ 
peace of confcience, and a well-founded hope of fu- 
ture felicity ? You well know that fuch a happinefs^ 
and fuch a mode of contributing to the happinefs of 
ourfelves and of others, are very foreign from the 
purpofes of deifm. Indeed it is difgufting to hear a 
blood-hound, who, contrary to every principle of 
law and juftice, pronounced the fentence of con- 
demnation and banifhment on an innocent King, 
fpeaking of contributing happinefs and ferving Grod. 
What fort of a Being muft that God be who would 
number fuch wretches among his fervants ? 

Text. I do not believe in the creed profefled by 
the Jcwifli church, by the Roman church, by the 
Greek church, by the Turkifh church, by the Pro- . 
teftant church, nor by any church I know of. My 
own mind is my own church. 

CdmmmL It founds like madnefs to hear a man talk 
of " believing in a creed :'* a little qaore madnefs, 
and you will be a downright afs ; for already you 
liave one and the fame faith with your horfe on the 
common. Your horfe does not believe in the creed 
profeffed by thejewifti church, by the Roman church, 
by the Greek church, by the Turkifti church, by the 
Proteftant church, nor by any church. His own 
mindis his own church ; and we wilh you fortune to 
your horfe faith. 

Text. The Chriftian defpifes the choiceft gift of 
God to man, the gift of reafon ; and having endea- 
voured to force upon himfelf the belief of a iyflem 
againft which reafon revolts, he ungratefully calls 
it humaa rea(bn, as if man could give reafon to him- 
felf. 

Cotnment. From the fame principles you may ar- 
gue 
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^ue that your pqfteriors are not humariy but fome- 
thing divine ; and pofEbly in time the deifts may 
deify their hackjides. The backfide, you know, is a 
choice gift of God to man, and a neceflary part of 
the human body ; likewife you know, that a xnaa 
could not give the backfide to himfelf ; confequent- 
iy, according to your logic, he ought not ungrate- 
fully to call it the human backfide I Do you fee that 
you are a blockhead and an afs ? 

After experiencing fo many lies, fophifms, and 
prevarications, in order to demolifh the Chrifiian 
religion, you certainly ought to have offered fome- 
thing better in its ilead. Where is the fenfe, in 
combating a religion, calculated to confole the af- 
fli<5led, to adminifler hope to the dying, and to re- 
generate the heart, when a better is not produced ? 
Not all men are fo infatuated, as to exchange their 
religion, for none, or for a worfe. You may gull 
libertines and flrumpets with that fyflem of impiety^ 
plagiarifm, and nonfenfe, which you oppofe to 
Chriftianity, but you will not gull men of under- 
ilanding and virtue. 

TexL Pure fimple deifm. 

Comment. What is pure fimple deifm ? Being an 
impoflor, you imitate all other impoftors in the ufc 
of vague and undefined words. Deifm, with the 
great portion of the modern infidels, is only another 
word for demonifm, and denotes a religion fitted for 
cut- throats, revolutionifts, and rogues, and pretty ge- 
nerally received by people of this defcription. But 
ibould you, unexpedtedly, mean that fyflem of theo- 
logy and ethics deducible by human reafon from 
the phenomena of nature, and the adlual conftitu- 
tion of things ; then you ought to know that this is 
nothing new. It is the old theology profeired by 
the Chriflians from the very .commencement of 
Cbriflianity, and being a part, cannot confront our 

G 3 faith. 
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faith. Which dcfefv^s the greater degree of iAtt&m 
rartidn, yoor ignorance, or your dtflionefty ? 

Te^tw The true deift has bqt one deity* 

CommenL And you ought to add, " they borrow 
this notion from the Bible." Were the dcifls pat 
to the neceffity of demonftrating the unity of GoA^ 
from nature and reafon^ they would fiand like a 
company of conies when the drum is a-beating J 
You had better try it, Tom, fince your hand is in, 
and we will bear you repeat thofe whining qacula- 
tions over again, which you made when proving that 
there is a God : " difficult, incomprehenfibly ditr 
ficult, diffleult beyond defcription T* He that will 
undertake to demonfirate that dodlrine, from the 
harmony and unity of the plan exifting in nature 
(and this is the only philofophical argument that \% 
worthy of nature), muft neiceffarily poffefs an uni- 
verfal and accurate knowledge of nature j and then 
his demonftration will only amount to prefumptive 
proof. Confidering the difficulty of proving the 
utiity of God from nature, it is plain beyond con«» 
tradidion, that, without the light of revelation, the 
great mafs of mankind would always re!main im- 
iflerged in the gulf of pantheifm or idolatry, atid 
fuch blockheads as you would not reclaim them* 

Te^yL The religion of the deift confifts in con- 
templating the power, wifdom, and benignity of 
the L)eity in his Works, and in endeavouring to imi«< 
late him in every thing moral, fcipntifical^ apd me- 
chanical, 

Coitim^nt. Here again you aft" the plagiary, deco-» 
'rating your fyftem with plumes plucked from the 
body of the Bible. The Chriflians know that they 
ought to contemplate the perfedlion of the Deity, an4 
to imitate him in a moral view ; for fuch are the 
plain enjoinments of revelation. But rob them of 
this, pnd they will diipute the principle, Tell us^ 

ph^lo-! 
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jdiUQA>phiC5illyj wj^y we ^re to copt^ippl^^te md to 
imitate the Peity ? Whp has impofed fuch a^ oWi- 
g^tion, and where is it expre^ed i And what are ihq 
cpni^equepce^i in (?af^ of compliance, or pon-com* 
pliance ? Pvove thpfe principles from nature apd 
rcafpn, and yo\i have fi3fed ypurfelf in a proper di^ 
l^Qima. If* they are a portion of the ]aw of reafoEl 
(as I think they are), then they certainly are imrnut^- 
fclc and indifpenfable, and evetlafting happinefs de- 
pends upon their perfedl obfervance^ in cafe there is 
no redemption. So you muft either deny the mora} 
principle and its neceffity, or admit that a redemp- 
tion i$ neceflary, as there exift thoufands of men 
who have aiSted contrary to that principle, and are 
left without hope by your fcheme. Do you obferv^ 
how you wound your caufe ? The deift always adls 
inconfiftently, and plays the fool, betraying his own 
fyHem^ except when he denies every moral obliga- 
tion^ and transforms mankind into a fociety of de-* 
Yils. And what dp you mean by the requifition, 
that we are to imitate God in every thing fcientifi- 
cal ? In what fenfe may fcieqce be afcribed to the 
pmnifcient ? How in every thing mechanical ? Won- 
derful the religion and the wifdom of the deifts ! We 
never knew before, that God Alnughty is a me- 
chanic^ or that a.ny of the phenomena of nature can 
be ^counted for on the principles of mechanifffi* 
This grand difcovery was, from the beginning of the 
world to this day, rcferved for the fuperlative faga- 
city of red-nofed Tom, who poflcffes the impudence 
of oppofing fuch deliriums to Chrifiianity. 

lext. The Almighty is the great mechanic of 
the creation ; the firft philofoph/s;r, and the original 
teacher of all fcience ! ! ! 

Comment. You have already difhononred the Al- 
mighty with fo many degrading appellations, that wo 
ihall not be furprifed to hear you reprefent him as 
th^ ^reat clock' maker, houfe-carpcnter, taylor, and 

o 4 fhoe^ 



S8 tJAZETTE SELECTIONS. 

flioemaker of the creation ; or to hear you defcribcf 
him as a metaphyfician, difledler, and frog-catcher ; 
or as a teacher of arithmetic, weaving, and fencing. 
But before you proceed in this raving career^ we 
wifli you may explain the phenomena of attraction, 
gravity, ormufcular motion, upon the principles of 
inechanifm ; the trial may happily cure you of your 
frenzy. 

TexL If we confiderthe nature of our condition 
here, we might fee there is no occafion for fuch a 
thing as a revealed religion. 

Comment Or rather a very great occafion, as the 
irreligious madmen, who now call God a philofopher 
and a mechanic, may after a while defcribe him as 4 
bear or a wolf. 

Text. What Is it we want to know ? 

Comment. The conditions of amendment an^ 
pardon, according to the law of reafon (commonly 
called the law of nature, though improperly), and 
witK infinite juflice ; the original and the end of the 
natural and moral evils exifling in this world ; the 
mode of perceptive knowledge and confcioufnefe, 
after the death of the body. Here is fodder for your 
free-thinking. 

Text. Does not the creation, the univerfe we be- 
hold, preach to us the exifience of a mighty Power, 
that governs and regulates the whole ? and is not 
the evidence that this creation holds out to our 
fenfes, infinitely ftronger than any thing we can 
read in a book ? 

Commetit. You are jufl as ignorant in philofophy 
as in religion, and only remarkable for your fwag- 
gering ; elfe you would know, that the notion of a 
creation is purely an article of revealed faith, and 
not demonftrable by human reafon. We may con- 
ceive a fabrication of the univerfe from pre-exiflent 
matter ; but we cannot form a conception of a crea- 
tion that is a produ6lion of the univerfe, from no- 
thing. 
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thitig. Hence it is, that a great portion of man* 
kind has ever remained ignorant of a creator and a 
creation. The Greeks dated the origiii of the gods 
and of men from a chaos, and the Chinefe are gene- 
rally pantheifls or polytheifts. To believe heavenly 
beings luperior to men, is a common notion with 
the heathen nations ; but this notion is far fhort of 
the idea of a Gpd exifting as creator and ruler of the 
univerfe. So your work muft be done over again ; 
men muft be informed of a creation, before they cam 
conclude any thing from it ; and for fuch an informa* 
tion the Bible was neceflary* But to proceed : I be- 
lieve the almighty i power of God, but not on the 
ftrength of your reprefentation. Almighty power and 
infinite power are certainly one and the fame thing; 
and the univerfe deies not preach, or evidence fuch 
a power, becaufe the univerfe is not an infinite^ but 
only a finite thing. ^ Here is fomething, Tom, to 
try your force in philpfophy. Shall we admit of a 
greater degree of powec in the caufe, than is fuffi- 
cicnt to explain the efFedf ? Our folar fyftem, for ex- 
ample, is an objedt of vaft, but not of infinite mag- 
nitude. Conceive to yourfelf an infinite number of 
fuch fyftems, ftanding in contiguity, what would 
they form? — only a finglc line of infinite length, 
but meafurable in its diameter ; and the great por- 
tion of infinite fpace would remain an empty void. 
Confequently it is truth, and demonftrable from 
algebra, that an infinite number of finite things, 
however great, will not conftitute an infinity of 
magnitude ; and that their production may require 
a great, but not an infinite power. The univerfe, 
therefore, not being infinite in magnitude, is not a 
full and adequate exprcfl[ion of the infinite power of 
God ; and if creation and regulation are the only 
exertions of his power, then the great portion of that 
has ever lain dormant and unexerted. Chrtftianity 
alone folves this difficulty, teaching the eternal 

emanation 
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emanation of the Son, and of the I^oly Ghoft^ as an 
irdequate exertion of infinite power* When yoq 
pgain introduce a preaching univerfej let it preach 
truth and reafon, and don't pollute its tongue )^itb 
the foolifh fripperies of your deifm. 

Text. As for morality, the knowledge of it ex^ls 
in every man's confcience, 

CvmmmL Stomach, you may poflibly mean, gg 
your morality feems to have its feat in your (lom^ch. 
]Be honeft for once, and confefs to the truth, that you 
apoftatized for the fake of your belly. Do you know 
what conicience is } The confcioufnefs which every 
man poiTelTes of his own notions refpedlipg right 
and wrong, and of the relation which his acStioqg 
bear to fucb notions. The knowledge of niorality 
with you, (hen, is the confcioufnefs of moral know* 
ledge; or, in other words^ to know morality i» 
knowingly to know it. This foolifh jingle oa 
words you propofe for a rule of aAion, according to 
which men are to condudl themfelves I From this 
fample we may j^dge of your moral knowledge, and 
of the worth of your religion. Confcience is not .^ 
rule of condudt, becauie it accommodates itfelf to 
the opinions of men, and even to their errors. It 
permits the Chinefe to expofe his children, the Ota- 
Ipeitean to offer human facrifices, the French Direct 
tory to pillage, burn, and mafTacre; and you, Tom, it 
permits to adt the imppflpr^ the U^r, and di^nrber of 
mankind. 



^iF 



French Jnfolence. Merlin's Letter aiout the Brif\fy 
Treaty.-^Yxom a French paper of the 6th of May. 
The Redatleur has publifhed a letter from the Mi- 
nifter of Juflice to the Conful-General of the United 
States of America, dated on the 23d April, in reply 
to a letter from the American Conful, who protefted 
again ft the decree of confifcation pronounced by 
the Commercial Tribunal of Soulo^ne fqr Mer, on 

2 tha 
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file ground that they had neither letter of marque^ 
PQf certificate, from the United States. 

The reply of our Minifier is cpuq^ed in negative 
terms, and concludes thus : 

.^* Let your Goyernrnent, returned to a fenfe of 
what is due to itfiiAf, and to its true friends, become 
jiift RTid grateful, and let it heak the tnccmiprehenfikh 
treaty 9 which on the 19th November, 1794^ it cpn-r 
eluded with our moft implacable enemies, and then 
the French Republic will ceafe to take advantage of 
this treaty, which favours England, at its expenie ; 
and no appeals will then, J can afliirc you, be made 
\q any tribunal againft injufiice. 

(Signed) ^^ Msrlik. 

: ^' P. S. I think it my duty to inform you that the 
Executive Dirediory authorizes me to addrefs a copy 
of this letter to thp tribunals of thp maritime 4^ 
partipeiits ♦.'* 



r— r 



Wednesday, 5^ July, 

CtCareys.-r^Thc O'Careys, in their paper of the 3d 
inftant, tell their readers fomething about an Ame- 
^can fans-culotte's making the " white-livered'* 
peter Porcupine run away, &c. &c. It is ufelefs to 
call this a lie ; moft people know it is ; but, to cut 
the matter Ihort, I am ready to permit, and I do 
hereby permit, the fans-culotte James Carey (who 
is io fettle all the accounts of the partnerfhip) to beat 
jne with his fift, the firft time he meets me ; pro- 
miling, in this public manner, not to profecute him 
for fo doing. 



♦ There aie many who will pretend to rejoice to-morrow 
4th July), apd would, neverthelefs, be ready to crouch to thefe 
ttrms ; but is it not very ridiculous for fuch men to get drun]^ 
|nd foeod their money, inceiebratiiig American Independence f 

I know 
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. I know I have flung this poor devil often, and 
that he thirfts for revenge. He hm now an oppor^i 
tunity of gratifying it^ without incurring the penalty 
of the law *• 

Munroes Welcome.-^Citizen M h rf b c, late MiniC- 
itr of the United States at the court of the many- 
headed defpot, , arrived in this city on the 27th of 
June ; but it being feared that he might bring a 
contagious diftemper, he was remanded on board the 
veffel, where he remained till the a9th. This qua- 
rantine, if we conlider the peftilential country from 
which he came, and the predifpofed ftate of great; 
numbers here, was much too fhort. He fhould have^ 
remained on board forty days at leaft ; and if, during 
the time, it had pleafed God to free him from all the! 
pains and anxieties attendant on this life, it wotild 
have been a clofe to his embafly, which. his conduit 
during it moft afluredly merits, and which would^ 
have faved me the trouble of recording his wel- 

COME, 

On Saturday, the ifl July, 1797, an entertain- 
ment, fays Bache, was given to Monlieuir Munroe ; 
at which were prefent ; 

The Vice-prefident of the United States (Mon-^ 
iieur JefFerfon). 

The Speaker of the Houfe of Reprefentatives 
(Monfieur Dayton). 

The Chief Juftice of poor Peniilylvania (Monfieur 
M'Kean). 

Monfieur Tazewell, a fenator from Virginia. 

♦ I have no other motive for preferving fnch an article as this, 
than that of recording the defiance, which I hurled in the teeth of 
tjiefc mifcreant Careys. It has been my fortune to combat great 
cumbers of renegado Britifli and. Irifti, but I ^believe that the 
whole lift does not furniih two more ynpi'incipled ^nd malignant;, 
villains than thefe. 

Befidesi 
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Befides a great .number of members of Congrcfs, 
and a due proportion of the mob. The convives 
met at a large beer-houfe near the theatre, and 
the entertainment was opened by a fpeech, deli- 
vered to Munrofilj^ Judge M'Kean, in the following 
words : -^ 

^^ Fellow-citizen, 

*^ Upon your return from an arduous and intereft- 
ing. miffion, your fellow-citizens who are now aC- 
fembled, have requeued an opportunity to prefent a 
cordial congratulation, and perfonally to renew the 
expreflion of their relpcft and attachment. 

** At the period of your appointment as Minifter 
Plenipotentiary to the Republic of France, the fitu- 
ation of the United States had been rendered highly 
critical by the operation of the European war, upon 
the principles of their alliance with France, from 
.which eflential advantages had been derived in our 
revolutionary conteft ; and upon the principles of 
Iheir neutrality, with which the peace and profperity 
of our country were infeparably connedted. It was, 
therefore, Sir, with great fatisfadlion we found, that, 
after a laple of fome time in fearch of a man worthy 
of the important commiffion of exprefRng the wifhes 
of the United States for the happinefs of our allies, 
and of drawing clofer the bonds of amity, the Pre- 
fident, knowing (as he himfelf obferved) your fidelity, 
probity, and condu6t, feledted you from among the 
diftinguiflied citizens of America, to execute fo ho- 
nourable an office. It is with great fatisfad^ion, that, 
after viewing all the evidence of your diplomatic tranf- 
adlions, we find, that you have uniformly endea- 
voured to fulfil the objefis of your miffion ; to render 
your country and yourfelf agreeable to the Republic of 
France y and to maintain,^on all occafions, the inter* 
efts and connexions of the two nations. 

• ^^With 



^ feAZETTE SEUECtlO^!** 

^ <* With the confcious redtitude whicb 9 tnihd like 
yours mud feel, the machinations of the inlidioiie^ 
»nd the (landers of the profligate, can be of no avail i 
but it becomes us, Sir, in the Ipirit of frfeemen, to de- 
clare, that wc confider the cJiaraAcr of every citizen^ 
who is employed abroad in the fenHice of his country, 
as a facred trtifi^ committed to the guardian/hip of tht 
Government. If, indeed, he violates his public duty, 
it is incumbent upon the Government to expofe his 
delinquency ; but if he deferves wdl of his country, 
it IS cqualiy incumbent ufon the Government to froteSt 
Us honour from obloquy and reproach. 

" Of you, Sir, we have Inward nothing, for which 
an American refuhlican ought to blufli, from any 
fourceof information vvhich a candid man ought to 
believe. Return, therefore, to the arms of your fel- 
low-citizens, with an honeft pride, as they receive 
you with an alf(*(5tionate warmth ; and continue to 
deferve their confidence bv the lame means which 
acquired it — by an a6\ive lupport of the legitimate 
principles of our government, of liberty, and repub*' 
licaniim. 

*' In behalf of the citizens prefent, 

" Thomas M^Kean V 

Citizen 

* I am not able to inform my readers whether the returned 
Monfieur did really jump into their arms, or not. By his not 
being fuifocated, I fliould, however, imagine that h&liad too nsiuch 
prndence to yield to the Judge's invitation. 

Mrs. M*Kean*s hufband feems, by this fpeech, to think that the 
Government ought to interfere, when an envoy to a foreign coun- 
try is loaded with obloquy and reproach^ becaufe fuch a perfon'3 
character i^ a *' facred truft committed to the guardianfliip of the 
Goveninoent." Very well : now then, Mr. Chief Jufticc, pray 
tell 'Hie why this never came into your head before. Were not you 
^ one of a committee who drew up a moil ilan^enous vemonilrancc 
againft Mr. Jay and the Britifli treaty ? Were you not on the ftage, 
Qr. rather (caffbld, (good God ! a Chief Judge upon a fcaSFold t) 

wheR 



Gfixm MuHroes Reply. --^^^ FeUaw-citizens, The 
(flcattrre I derive in retarning to nay native contitrj^ 
after the clofe of the difficult .and importaDt miffioa 
wth "which I have been honoured, is greatly height- 
ened by the friendly a«d affc(3ionate manner in 
which you receive me ; and I beg leave to affure yavL 
that the ferrtifnents of efieera and regard which yoti 
are plcafed to exprefs in «iy favour, are reciprocated 
for you, with equal lincerity and warmth on my 
part. 

** When the chara<9:er and objeAs of Hie war ofi 
tlie part of the coalefced powers, were coiifidercd, it 
was to 1/c expc^fted that itsincidcrrts would place the 
United St?ates in a fituation fomcwhat critical, and 
which c<m1d not otherwifc than be increafcd by the 
ancient and fubfifiing regulations between thole 
States and the feveral parties to the war. It was 
feared by many that it would be difficult to recoti* 
cile the obligations we owed to France, as the an- 



wiien the hanefi Blair M*Clenachan propofed to kick that treaty t§ 
hell ; when Mr. Jay was termed ** the aJToclate of Grenville,'' aud 
when the poor deluded populace were clearly given to underftand 
that he was a traitor?— You were in Philadelphia when a pi^ure 
was dragged through the flreets, reprefenting this Envoy in the aift 
«f receiving Britifli guineas for the fale of his country, and yet you 
never told the world, either from the bench or from a beer-houfe, 
l!liAt it was " rncumbent upon the Governnnent to protc6t /^/jhononr 
from obloquy and reproach," That protection, it would fecna^ 
is due to no one but him who has uniformly endeavoured " te 
render hiaifelf aud his country agreeable to Trance^"* 

la general, this fpecch fcems intended as a compliment to Mon- 
fieur M^l^roe, but there is one palTage of it that look« two ways 
at once ; I mean that where the Speaker fays : " reviewing all the 
enfideuce of your diplomatic tranfaftions," &c. &c. — Whether 
Mr. lW*Kean had taken a morning's dram, whether his mind wasi 
fet a-wandering by the looks of the late worthy Minifter, or by 
foaie evil geniu^ I know not ; but I am certain, that if I wer^ 
to enter a room, and hear a Judge talking to -a qian about review- 
ing the evidence of his tranfa<ttions, I fliould think he was addrelT* 
ing fome d^ief, or traitor • 

cicnt 
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cient and deferving ally of the United States, with 
that fyftem of neutrality, it was in other refpeds fa- 
greatly their interell and inclination to prefervc. 
With reafon, therefore, was the talk which de- 
volved upon any reprefcntative of thefe States 
deemed a difficult one, lince it became his duty to 
conciliate the wiflies of France with that fyftem his 
country was difpofed to purfue. 

'' In accepting this truft, a truft I never folicited, 
and which I accepted with diffidence, I did it with 
a view to promote thele obje6ls, fo important to the 
welfare of my own country. 

" My whole miffion, therefore, was employed 
in a continual effort to promote * harmony between 
. the two republics, and which I did with fervent 
zeal, becaufe, by fo doing, I promoted aa objedl 
which was near my heart : nor did I purfue this 
policy upon my arrival in France from the impulfe 
of my own heart only* The bafis of my communi-. 
cations to the Government, and of my general con- 
duct there, in thofe refpedl^, was laid by our Admi- 
niftration, undier whofe orders I a6led, and by 
whole inftru6lions I was guided, 

** That I have done my duty, to the beft of my 
abilities, in the place to which I was called by the 
Adminiftration, and where, I am happy to hear, I 
was followed with the good opinion of fo many of 
my countr)'men, is a truth which yields me a con- 
folation that nothing can deprive me of. I am 
happy too to find, upon a review of my condudi:, by 
Juch documents as have been laid before you^ that it 
obtains your entire approbation. Well fatisfied I am 
that a more thorough knowledge of my condu6t, 
through the whole ofmy fervice, than^ow now pojfefs^ 
will tend to confirm the favourable impreffion you 
have already imbibed. 

** Accept, fellow-citizens, my thanks for you:f; 

friendly 
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fnendly attention to me on the prefent occafibn, and 
of my beft wiflies for your individual happinefs. 

** James Munroe*.^* 

Toasts, — ^i. The United States, 

2. The Republic of France, 

3. Perpetual peace and friendfhip between the 
lifter republics of America and France. 

4. The Republic of Batavia. 

5. The Republic of Lombardy. 

6. Reprefentative government and republicanifm 
to all nations. 

7. The univerfal interefts of agriculture. 

8. The univerfal freedom of commerce. 

9. The univerfal advancement of arts and fciences, 

10. The people and the government. 

1 1. Peace and liberty to all the world. 
Volunteers — (After the Vicc-prefident had re- 
tired)— TA^ man of the people y Thomas Jefferfon. 

(Mr. Dayton having retired) — The Speaker of 
the Houfc of Reprefentatives. 

(Mr. Munroe having retired) — ^James Munroe. 

(The Chief Juftice having retired)— Our Prefi- 
dent, Thomas M'Kean. 

Buonaparte, more glorious as a peace- maket than 
as a conqueror. 

(By Mr. Lyon)— Perfex^rauce and fuccefs A tht 
United Irijhmen. 



* Who would not imagine^ upon reading this, without ah^ 
previous intimation refpe^ing the parties, that the £x-miniiler 
wasfp^aking to the Executive and Senate ? *' I am happy to find, 
** upon a review of my condudV, by fuch documents as have been 
** laid before you^ that it ohld\r\i your approbation T* — And then he 
hints that they are about to receive fuller accounts of his worthi- 
nefe: other documents. If a recalled Envoy were adcircfling the Go» 
^uemment^ this language wottid be proper ; but Monf* Munroe's 
reply, confidering the circumftances under which it was delivered, 
is, to fay no worfe of it, a confirmation of what his fpeech to 
Barras and Co. gave us good reafon to fufpedt. 

VOL. VI. H May 
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May Americans return from the commercial fpirk 
of 1795 to the patriotic fpirit of 1775. 

(By Mr. Freeman of Maflachufctts^ — Perpetual 
union to the American Republic ; and difappoint- 
ment to the hopes of the anti-federalifts, who en- 
tertain, or dare even whifper, a fentiment unfa- 
vourable to it. 

Farmer Giles of Virginia. 

Thofe heroes who fell in defence of American 
liberty. 

May the Britifli Adminiflration hang together in 
Ipite of Oppofition. 

May the ariftocrats turn Chriftians, and work out 
their falvation by fear and trembling. 

(By General Collot) — Thofe who have fought for 
liberty fince April i8th, 1775. 

The memory of Benjamin Franklin *. 

Thursday, 



*■ The volunteer toafts arc the only ones worth noticing. — 
Jefferfon is called the man of the people^ and fo is the honefi Charles 
Fox. — Mafler Dayton, the fequcjlrator^ has now fully difcovercd 
himfelf. This feftival has fettled his charader, and characterized 
his politics for ever. — I have no objection to their toafting Judge 
M*Kean ; but the unmannerly brutes nriight have added his lady, 
—Mr. Lyon's toaft ; " Succefs to the United Irijhmen^'* leads one 
to wifli him amongft them : nor does this by any means prevent 
our wifliing them the necklace that they fo richly deferve.— Mr^ 
freeman of MaiTacbufetts is loft-brained, but that he cannot help : 
his toaft is the flupideft fentence that ever dropped from drunkio 
lips. — General Coilot's toaft le a little lingular : •' I'hofe 'who have 
fought for liberty fince i^th April, 1775.*' — All thofe who have 
fought for liberty before that time n)ay go to the devil for what the 
General cares, hecaufe, till then, tbefe fimpletons were not figbCf 
ing for France, Since i77$, every gun that has been fired, in 
what i« called the cauie of liberty, has conduced to the infiiience, 
tlie power, and the tyranny of the French. This they know 
well ; and it i.s in this light, and- no other, that a Frenchman looks 
upon the American revolution as an event worthy of celebratioa. 
General Collot commanded at Guadaloupe when that ifland was 
taken by the Englifh ; and, alas ! he chofe being fent here inilead 
of to FranC4f» Whether be f ought much in the caufe of liberty I 
J^ow not j but this I know, and it is well worthy of obfervation, 

■^ that 



Thursday, 6^^ Ji/ly. 

l^ayton.-^To the Editor of Porcupine^s Gazette* 
Sir, I have not the lead doubt but every influence 
has been ufed by Mr. Dayton^ the Speaker of the 
tiouf^ of Reprefentatives, to fupprefs that cowardly 
paflage, in a fpeech made by him, replying to the 
addrefs of the Preiident, relative to the fpoliatlons 
of France, and the condu6l to be obferved towards 
that tepublic, on the part of the United States : and 
1 have the more reafoti for the fuppofition, as the 
general tenour of that fpeech was given in feveral 
papers, omitting only the following part, to which 
I allude 2 " For my party I am free to confefsy that I 
• ** would give up every thing Jhort of the i^idependence 

^^' of America^ rather than rijk a rupture with 
** France ir This paffage, Sir, is carefully fup- 
preflTed. If fuch fuppreflion proceeded from a fenfe 

. of its impropriety i or from a thorough convidlion 
that it was wrong, then I would be the laft to tear 
the bandage from the wound. No; the uniform 
tenour of Mr. Dayton's condu6l breathes, if not the 
ihfluence of French gold, at leaft a clofe adherence 
to French politics; politics which, at the prefent 
Ibour, can only be confideted as derogatory to the 
honour, to the intereft, to the independence of 
America ; and fully exemplified in the above quoted 
paflage, which his donftituents will, doubtlefs, at a 
proper time, remember and reward. 

Can any men who really love their country, he- 
fitate to fpurn fuch fentiments as the Speaker lately 
l)reatbe4.? I fliould denounce them if they could. 
Awake, ions of Columbia ! convince the world the 
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that he is the very identical French General ix)bo has been reconnoi' 
tring our ^sjeftcrn countries ! This muft be a very proper perfoa 
ibr our recalled Minift^r to fubmit his " document^* to ; and his 
•• affrobmt'iort^ on^ht certainly to mak^ him very hafpy I 

H % f|)irit 
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fpirit is not fled which was formerly the boa ft of this 
then happy country. Call not, by pufiUanimity, 
a figh from the fhades of Warren, of Montgomery, 
and of thofe heroes who died martyrs in the caufe of 
freedom. Could they rife from the tonib, they 
would doubtlefs abhor the wretch who, for private 
advantage or infatiable revenge, might wifli to 
barter our glorious independence, and throw be- 
neath the iron rod of the tyrannic oppreflion of 
France, that dear country, which to preferve from 
the fway of Britain, they early lofl their lives *. 

The wann partifans (and it is lamentable to think 
there fhould be any partifans in favour of our po- 
litical Janus) may poffibly attempt to iapologize, and 
affert that Mr. Dayton's delicacy wiftied not to offend 
France and Spain by any language that might be 
ungrateful to their tender fenfibility! Let me alk, 
whether fuch delicacy operated when war with 
Great Britain was apprehended ? If it did not, in 
reply we may fuppofe, the Government of thai 
country underftood not the leat of the gentleman's 
pulfe, had not thought of applying the proper 
emollient, or fought to divert his mania by the alK 
powerful dutl of gold. Then, his delicacy flood 
not in the way : he could hawl^ and talk of wrongs, 
which no one underftood, and rifk all that was 
valuable to the United States, to be dubbed the 
patriot — the Quixote of the day. Thus Mr. Dayton 
can, like the cold and wearicfd traveller, blow hot 
and cold with the fame breath. Would to God, 
when next his duplicity is detected, the Americans 
would a<3: the manly part, as did the cottager in the 
fable, and chafe him for ever from their councils ! , 

I feel. Sir, my fpi«4- Boufed ; I feel a refentfoent 
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* Methinks this a/fmlrer of Warren and Skufgomefy fliould" be 
a little cautious how he condemns the conduft of the French 
rebels. 

awakened 
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i^wakencd in my bofora, which reafon tells mc 
ought not only to adluate mine, but every independ- 
ent heart, not only for the paft atrocities of this 
Sir Archy M^Sycophant, but for a late infult he 
b^s offered to Spain, after its being underftood his 
delicacy would not offend the tender fenlibility of 
that country, or of the French Republic. What 
then does this man ? Some days igo he compofed 
one of the filly few, that committed themfelves to 
their country and poflerity, by attending the civic 
feafl giveh to Citizen Munroe after his return from 
^n embaffy to France, from whence it is well un- 
derflood he was recalled, on a fuppofition of having 
betrjiyeid the rights and interefl^s of America. He 
joined the motley group of unthinking fools, in the 
many contemptible fentiments that were uttered and 
adopted ; two from which number I fhall felcA : 
the firfl: particularly refers to my obfervation on the 
duplicity of Mr. Dayton's condud, and was given 
in thefe exprefs words : 
^ Reprefentative government and repubJicanifm to all 

nations^ 
Is not this a pointed infult to one of the nations, 
whofe tender fenJibiUty he has been fo careful not to 
offend ? But perhaps Mf. Dayton, although he re- 
buked Mr. Harper for the alTertion, may not will- 
Vigly allow Spain to be confidered as an inde- 
pendent nation, but only to be viewed as a colony 
to France. Should that, however, not be his opi- 
nion, then the infult is fiill more offenfive, fince he 
has publicly wifhed monarchy in that country over- 
lbi*own, and republicanifm crammed down the 
throats of the Spaniards in fpite of their teeth. But 
•Mr- Dayton can only be confiflent in inconfiftency. 
Having thus, Sir, pointed out the abfurdity of 
aur Machiavelian in politics,, and held him up to 
public view, I fhall conclude with a remark on the 
,fcntiment growled, rather than uttered, by the Wild 

H 3 Beafl 
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Beaft of Vermont, whicl>, if I recoiled right, waS 
comprifed in thefe words : 

*^ Perfeverance anifuccefi to fh^ United Irijhmen^^ 
A toaft which carries with it much of the fame 
generous, complexion as the other, and mufl. con-. 
vince every rational mind, by the hearty applaufe 
and concurrence given to the fame, how very, very 
folicitous this Mr. Dayton is not tp give offence to 
other nations. Let us, however, awake the feeU 
ings of every honeft American, by a fuppofition 
that a fociety could poflibly exift in Ireland, or in 
any civilized country, who would unite, either in 
lentimcnt or in a6t, to wifh, or indiredlly efpoufe 
the emancipation of fix hundred thoufand black 
|laVe$, fcattered throughout the United States-^how 
would fqch information be received ? Good heavens! 
with what deteftation would the horde capable of 
adopting fuch principles, be confidered ! Would it 
n6t be regarded as the lignal for rapine and brutal 
ferocity— for the commencement of a fcene more 
Iknguinary than ever was praftifed by the fierceft 
favage, or even the blood-flained tyrants of France ; 
and for lighting the firebrand of rebellion, which 
woul^, alas ! too fatally hurl amongfl: the affrighted 
ipultitude the dagger of deftruftion ? In fuch a cafe 
every tongue would be alive to reprobate the fcnti- 
inent, and every l^eart would Ihudder at its dreadfi4 
ponfequenpes* 

Friday, 7^^ Juty* 

^mith of Baltimore.'— Extract of a letter from Gte« 
neral Smith, dated Baltimore, 4th of July, 1797, to 
a Member pf Congrefs. ^< Captain Singer, twelvife 
** days from Port-de-Paix, arrived la ft night, fayS 
^* that Santhonax has ordered all captures and cori- 
f^ ^enination of American property to ceafe, in con- 

^^ fcq^uencejj 
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'^ fequencCj as was reported, of orders from France. 
** He adds, that two or three American veflels lately 
** taken were liberated in conformity. Captain Singer 
" is a very refpedlable man, and fays, I may rely on 
" the truth of this account*." 



Spanijh Magnanimity. — Extract of a letter from 
Captain Fairchild, of the (hip Levant, of this port, 
dated Algeziras, May 10, 1797. ** 1 was taken by 
a Spanifli privateer and carried into Ceuta, where my 
Ihip was immediately condemned. The fentence was 
r/ead to me in Spanilh, and only a few words inter^ 
preted, fuch as ^* that I was from London, had an 

Englifh jack on board, was a d d Engliftmian," 

&c. after which I was bid to get out of the room ; 
and underwent a confinement of ten days : at length 
was fent here with my crew, in order to be exchanged 
at Gibraltar as Englillirpen. I have, however, fince* 
got my liberty, and permiffion to go to Malaga, and 
have appealed to the Court of Madrid for my fhip. 
^bere is great talk here of a war with America : 
the brig Minerva, Bray, of Philadelphia; and brig 
Hawk, Hall, of New- York, were alfo condemned at 
Ceuta, Ship Polly, Captain Shafh, of Salem; brig 
Difpatch, Bram, of Philadelphia ; and Ihip Three 
Brothers, Smith, Portland, are condemned at Ma- 
laga -f*." 



* I wonder how much General Smith leceived for giving cur- 
rency to this lie. It is faid the price of patriotilm has fallen below 
par lately ; owing, I fuppofe, to Fauchet's and Co. rcfnfing to 
(leal. General Sn^itji's is faid to be of a fuperior quality, but a 
good deal worn. 

• f Now let the patriotic partifans of France and Spain, with 
Moniieur Swanwick at their htad, come forward and juftify this 
condudt of the Spaniards, as they already have done that of the 
French. I make no doubt but they will, when a proper occafion 
prefents itfelf ; for it is little difference to then^ what they lay or 
^o, fo that they receive their reward. 
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French Cruelty, — Various reports being in circular-, 
tion refpe6ling the unfortunate fate of Mrs. Laurence^ 
paflenger on board the bark Neptune, Captain 
O'Connor, from this port to Jamaica, taken by the 
French privateer Refource, Shaller, mounting twa 
guns ; we have taken pains to obtain the following, 
which is an extradl from the Captain's letter to his 
owner in this city, dated at Cape Francois, in June. 

" The lady (Mrs. Laurence) I had paflenger on 
** board, killed herfelf eight days after they carried 
** me into Port Plate — for what reafon I cannot tell. 
** The Captain of the privateer took every thing be-. 
** longing to her, and would not let me look at any 
^* of her papers *.'* 



Swanwick*s Toaft. — ^At the civic feftival given to 
Citizen Munroe, Mr. Swanwick is faid to have given 
as his volunteer toaft, ^^,The rights of womeny The 
little man does well to turn out as a volunteer, for 
certain 1 am, no lady will ever give a hounty for his 
fervice. Mr. Swan wick's toaft puts me in mind of 
the pious old precept : " he that can't fing pfalms^ 
let him pray.*' 

Monday, io*^ July. 

Summary of the extra SeJJion of Congrefs. — ^Thia 
day clofed the extraordinary fefRon of Xhcffth Con- 
grefs of the United States. This feflion was convened 
by the Prefident for the fpecial purpofe of laying 
before the National Council di(patches lately received 
from General Pinckney, Ambaflador Plenipotentiary 
to the French Republic ; containing a detail of his 
conduft in France, from the time of his arrival, to 
that of his final rejedlion and difmiflal, without a 



* And yet you find that this awakens no indignation in the 
public ! Wretched ftate of focicty ! 

bearing, 
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bearing, by the haughty republican cabinet; The 
feffion opened on the 1 5th of May, when the Houfe 
of Reprefentatives chofe Jonathan Dayton for their 
Speaker by a great majority, a reward of his double- 
faced condu6l during the laft Congrefs. 

Concerning the choofing of the Clerk certain cir- 
cumftances have already been related. The federal 
party carried their point in oufting the old Clerk, 
BeMey^ and filling his place with Mr, Condie^ a 
man who was fuppofed to entertain principles more 
confonant to their own. Upon a more ftridl obferv- 
ation of the charadlers of the two men, it appears, 
howevef, that the vidlory was of a trifling nature ; 
Condie is a poor timcf-ferving creature ; a mere office- 
hunter, like all his connexions. He is one of the 
numerous multitude who feem to look upon them- 
felves as the children of the Government ^ and who w^ill 
he fed f fomehow or other, at public expcnfe. 

Prefidenfs Speech. — Tcjesday, May 17, the Pre- 
iident came to the Houfe of Reprefentatives, and 
delivered the following fpeech to both Houfes, there 
^flembled. 

Gentlemen of the Senate^ and Gentlemen of 
the Houfe of Reprefentatives ^ 

The perfonal inconvenience to the members of the 
Senate and to thofe of the Houfe of Reprefentatives, 
in leaving their families and private affairs, at this 
feafon of the year, are fo obvious, that I the more 
regret the extraordinary occafion which h^ rendered 
the convention of Congrefs indifpenfable. It would 
have afforded me the higheft fatisfa<5lion to have been 
able to congratulate you on a reftoration of peace to 
the nations of Europe, whofe animofities have en- 
dangered our tranquillity. 

But we have ftill abundant caufe for gratitude to 
the Supreme Difpofer of national bleflings, for gene- 
ral health and promifing feafons, for domeilic and 

focial 
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focial happinefs, for the rapid progrefs and ample 
acquifitions of induftry, through our extenfive terri- 
tories ; for civil, political, and religious liberty. 
While other ftates are defolated with foreign war, or 
convulfed with intefline divilions, the United States 
prefent the pleafing profpe6i: of a nation governed by 
mild and equal laws ; generally fatisfied with the 
pofleffion of their rights ; neither envying the ad- 
vantages, nor fearing the power of other nations ; 
felicitous only for the maintenance of order and juf- 
ticc, and the prefervation of liberty ; increaling daily 
in their attachment to a fyftera of government, in 
proportion to their experience of its utility ; yielding 
ready and general obedience to laws flowing* from 
rcafon, and refling on the only folid foundation, the 
affections of the people. 

It is with extreme regret that I fhall be obliged to 
turn your thoughts to ofher circumflances, which 
admonifh us that fome of thefe felicities rnay not be 
Lifting ; but if the tide of our profperity is full, and 
a reflux commencing, a vigilant circumfpedlion be- 
comes us, that we may meet our revcrfes with forti- 
tude, and extricate ourfelves from their confequences 
with all the flcill we poflTefs, and all the efforts in our 
power. 

In giving to Congrefs information of the ftate of 
the Union, and recommending to their confideration 
fuch meafures as appear to me to be expedient o^ 
neceffary, according to my conftitutional duty, the 
caufes and the objedl of the prefent extraordinary 
feflSon will be explained. 

After the Prefident of the United States received 
information that the French Government had ex- 
preflcd ferious difcontents at fome proceedings of the 
Government of thefe States, faid to affe6l the interefts 
of France, he thought it expedient to fend to that 
country a new Minifter, fully inftrudled to enter on 
fuch amicable difcuflions, and to give fuch candid 

cxplanatiqris^ 
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©xplanations, as might happily remove the difcon- 
tents and fufpicions of the French Government, and 
vindicate the condudt of the United States. 

For this purpofe he felefted from among hisfellow-^ 
citizens, a charafter, vfhofe integrity, talents, expe- 
rience, and fervices, had placed him in the rank of 
the mofl: efteemed iand refpedled in the nation. The 
dire6l objedl of his miffion was exprefled in his letter 
of credence to the French Republic, " being to 
maintain that good underftanding, which, from the 
commencement of the alliance, had fubfilled betwcea 
the two nations ; and to efface unfavourable impref- 
iions ; b^nifh fufpicions, and reftore that cordiality, 
which was at once the evidence and pledge of a 
friendly union." And his inftrudlions were to the 
fame efFedt, " faithfully to reprefent the difpofitions 
of the government and people of the United States ; 
their difpofition being one, to remove jealoufieSt 
and obviate complaints, by fhowing that they were 
groundlefs ; to reftore that mutual confidence which 
had been fo unfortunately and injurioufly impaired, 
jind to ei^plain the relative interefls of both countries, 
and the real fentiments of his own." 

A Minifter thus fpeedily commiffioned, it was ex- 
pected would have proved the inftrument of reftoring 
mutual confidence between the two republics : the 
firft ftep of the French Government correfponded 
with that expectation. A few days before his arrival 
at Paris, the French Minifter of Foreign Relations 
informed the American Minifter then refident at 
Paris, of the formalities to be obferved by himfelf, 
in taking leave, and by his fucceflbr preparatory to 
his reception. 

Thefe formalities they obferved, and, on the 9th 
of December, prefented officially, to the Minifter of 
Foreign Relations ; the one, a copy of his letter of 
Recall, the other, a copy of his letter of credence. 

'fhefe were laid before the Executive DirecSory. 

Two 
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Two days afterwards, the Minifier of Foreign Rela* 
ttons informed the recalled American Minilter, that 
the Executive Diredlory had determined not to re? 
ceive another Minifter Plenipotentiary from the 
United States until after the redrefs of griev^np^ 
demanded of the American Government, and whicl^ 
the French Republic had a right to expcA from it^ 
The American Minifter immediately endeavoured \Q 
afcertain, whether, by refufing to receive him, it wa;^ 
intended that he Ihould retire from the territories of 
the French Republic ; and verbal anfwers were given 
that fuch was the intention of the Directory, Fpf 
his own juftification he defired a written anfwcyc, 
but obtained none until the 9th of January, when 
receiving notice, in writing, to quit the territories of 
the Republic, he proceeded to Amfterdam, where he 
propofed to wait for inftruftions from this Govem- 
inent. During his refidence at Paris, cards of hpf- 
pitality were refufed him, and he was threatened w^tU 
being fubjeded to the jurifdi<5lion of the Minifter of 
Police ; but with becoming firmnefs, he infified Ota 
the protedlion of the law of nations due to him as 
the known Minifter of a foreign power. You w.iU 
derive further infprmation from his diipatches^ which 
will be laid befoi/e you. 

As it is often hecefTary that nations fhould treat 
for the mutual a(^vantage of their affairs, and efpe* 
cially to accommodate and terminate differences; 
and as they can treat only by Minifiers, the right pf 
embaiTy is well known and eAabliihed by the law 
and ufage of nations. The refufal on the part qi 
France to receive him pntil we have acceded to their 
demands, without difcuflion and without inveftiga- 
tion, is to treat us neither ^s allies, nor as friends, 
nor as a fovereign flate. 

With this condu6l of the French Governjnent, it 
will be proper to take into view the public audiences 
given to the late Minifter of the Vnited States pn 

4 his 
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liis taking leave of the -Executive Directory : the 
Ipecch of the Prefident difclofcs fentiments more 
alarming than the refufal of a Minifler, becaufe more 
dangerous to our independence and union ; and at 
the fame time ftudioufly marked with indignities 
towards tiie Government of the United States : it 
evinces a difpofition to feparate the people of the 
United States from the Government, to perfuade 
them that they have difFerent affections, principles, 
and interefb from thofe of their fellow-citizens, 
whom they themfelves have chofen to manage their 
common concerns ; and thus to produce divifions, 
fatal to our peace. Such attempts ought to be re- 
pelled, with a decifion which fhall convince France 
and the world, that we are not a degraded people ; 
humiliated under a colonial fpirit of fear, and fenfe 
5f inferiority, fitted to be the miferable inftruments 
of foreign influence, and regardlefs of national ho- 
notir, charadler, and intereft. 

I ihould have been happy to have thrown a veil 
over thcfe tranfaftions, if it had been poflible to 
Cimceal them ; but they have pafled on the great 
theatre of the world, in the face of all Europe and 
America ; atnd with fo much circumflance of publi- 
city and folemnity, that they cannot be difguifed, 
and will not foon be forgotten : they have inflided 
a wound in the American breaft. 

It is my fincere defire, however, that it may 'be 
healed. It is my fincere defire, and in this I prefume 
I concur with you, and with our conflituents, to 
Wcferve peace and fiiendfhip with ajl nations ; and 
DcKcving that neither the honour nor the intereft of 
the United States abfolutely forbid the repetition of 
advances for fecuring thefe defirable objects with 
France, I Ihall inftitute a frefh* attempt at negotia- 
tion, and Ihall not fail to promote and accelerate an 
^ccfomrtiodation, on terms compatible with the rights, 
duties, intcrefts, and honour of the nation. If we 

have 
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have committed errors, and thefe can be demonfiiratei!^ 
we iliall be willing to corredl them* If we havi 
done injuries, we fliall be willing, on convi6lion, 
to redrefs them. And equal meafures of jufiice we 
have a right to expedl from France^ and every otbet 
nation. 

I'he diplomatic intercpurfe between the United 
States and France being at prefent fufpended, the 
Government has no means of obtaining official in- 
formation from that country ; neverthelefs, there is 
reafon to l^elieve that the French Executivie Diretftory 
pafled a decree on the 2d of March laft, contravening, 
in part, the treaty of amity and commerce of 17785 
injurious to our lawful commerce, and endangering 
the lives of our citizens. A copy of this decree will 
be laid before you. 

While we are endeavouring to adjufi all our differ- 
ences with France by amicable negotiation, the pro- 
grefs of the war in Europe, the depredations on our 
commerce, the perfonal injuries to our citizens, and 
the general complexion of affairs, render it my in- 
difpenfable duty to recommend to your coniideralion 
cfFecftual meafures of defence. 

The commerce of the United States has become 
an interefting objecSl of attention, whether we con* 
iider it in relation to the wealth and finances, or the 
flrength and refources, of the nation. With a iea- 
coaft of near two thoufand miles in extent, opening 
a wide field for fKheries, navigation, and commerce, 
a great portion of our citizens naturally apply their 
induftry and enterprife to thofe objedls. Any ferious 
aud permanent injury to commerce would not fail 
to produce t}ie moft embarraffing diforders : to pre- 
vent it from being undermined and deiiroyed, it is 
elfential that it receive an adequate proteftion* 

The naval ellablilhment mufl: occur to every 
roan who confiders the injuries committed on our 
commerce and the infults offered, to our citizens^ 

and 
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and the defcription qf the veflels by which thefe 
abufes have been pra6lifed.-— As the fufFerings of 
our mercantile and feafaring citrzens cannot be 
afcribed to the omiflion of duties demandable, conli- 
dering the neutral fituation of our country, they are 
to be attributed to the hope of impunity, arifing 
from a fuppofed Inability on our part to afford pro- 
te(9ion. To refill the confequences of fuch impref- 
fions on the minds of foreign nations, and to guard 
again (I the degradation and fervility which they 
mufi finally ftamp on the American character, is an 
important duty of Government. 

A naval power, next to the militia, is the natural 
defence of the United States. The experience of 
the laft war would be fufficient to ihow, that a 
moderate naval force, fuch as would be eafily within 
the prefcnt abilities of the Union, would have been 
fufiicient to have baffled many formidable tranfport- 
ations of troops, from one State to another, which 
were then pra6iifed. Our fea-coafts, from their great 
extent, are more eafily annoyed, and more eafily 
defended by a naval force, than any other. With 
all the materials our country abounds ; in Ikill, our 
naval archite6ts and navigators are equal to any; 
and commanders and feamen will not be wanting. 

But although the eftablilliment of a permanent 
iyfiem of naval defence appears to be requifite, I am 
fenfiblc it cannot be formed fo fpeedily and exten- 
fively as the prefent crifis demands. Hitherto, I 
have thought proper to prevent the failing of armed 
veflels, except on voyages to the Eaft Indies, where 
general ufage, and the danger from pirates, appear 
to render the permiflion proper : yet the reflricStion 
has originated Iblely from a wifh to prevent coUufions 
with the powers at war, contravening the acSl of 
Congrefs of June, 1794, and not from any doubt 
entertained by me of the policy and propriety of per- 
mitting our veflels.. to employ meaas of defence, 

z while 
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while engaged in a lawful foreign commerce. It 
remains for Congrefs io prefcribe fuch regulations as 
will enable our feafating citizens to defend them-* 
felves againft violations of thfe law of nations, and 
at the fame time refttain them frorti committing aft^ 
of hoflility againft the powers at war. Ip addition 
to this .voluntary provifiori for defence, by individual 
citizens, it appears to me neceflary to equip the fri- 
gates, and provide other veffels of inferior force, to 
take under convoy fuch merchant' veffels as.ihall 
temain unarmed. 

The greater part of the cfuifers whofe depredation* 
have been moft injurious, have been bdilt, and fome 
of them partially equipped in the United States. 
Although an effectual remedy may be attended with 
difficulty, yet I have thought it my duty to prefent 
the fubjedl generally to your confideration. If i 
mode can be devifed by the wifdom of Congrefs, to 
prevent the refources of the United States from being 
converted into the means of annoying our trade, a 
great evil will be prevented. With the fame view I 
think it proper to mention that fome of our citizens 
tefident abroad, have fitted out privateers, and others 
have voluntarily taken the command, or entered on 
board of them, and committed fpoliations on the 
commerce of the United States. Such unnatural 
and iniquitous pradlices can be reflrained only by 
/evere punilhments. 

But, befides a proteflion of our commerce on the 
feas, I think it highly neceffary to proteft it at home, 
where it is colleded in our moft important pofts. 
The diftance of the United States from Europe, and 
the well-known promptitude, ardour, and courage 
of the people in defence of their country, happily 
diminifti the probability of invafion ; nevcrthelefs, 
to guard againft fudden and predatory incurfions, the 
fituation of fome of our principal fca-pbrts demands 
your confideration ; and as our cbuntry is vulnerable 

in 



tii other interefts bcfides thofe of its commerce, you 
Will ferioiifly deliberate, whether the means of gene- 
ral defence ought not to be increafed by an addition 
to -the regular artillery and cavalry, and by arrange-' 
liients for forming a provifional army. 

With thfe iame view^ and as a meafure which even 
in a time of univerfal peace ought not to be negledled, 
I recommend to your confideration a revilion of the 
laws for organizing) arming, and difciplining the 
militia, to render that natural and fafe defence of 
the country efficacious. 

Although it is very true that we ought not to 
involve ourfelves in the political fyflem of Europe, 
but to keep ourfelves diflindl and feparate from it, 
if we can ; yet, to efFedl this feparation, early, punc- 
tual, and continual information of the current chain 
of events, and of the political projedls in contem- 
plation, is no lefs neceffary than if we were diredUy 
concerned in them. It is neceffary, in order to the 
difcovery of the efforts made to draw us into the 
vortex, in feafon to make preparation againft them. 
However wc may confider ourfelves, the maritime and 
commercial powers of the world will confider the 
United States of America as forming a weight in 
that balance of power in Europe, which never can 
be forgotten or neglected. It would not only be 
againft our intereft, but it would be doing v^rrohg to 
one half of Europe, at leaft, if we fhould voluntarily 
throw ourfelves into either fcale. It is a natural po- 
licy for a nation, that ftudies to be neutral, to confult 
with other nations engaged in the lame ftudies and 
puxfuits. At the fame time that meafures might be 
purfued with this view, our treaties with Pruffia and 
Sweden, one of which is expired, and the other 
nearly expiring, might be renewed. 

Gentlemen of the Hotife cf Reprefentatives^ 

It is particularly your province to confider the ftate 
of the public finances^ and to. adopt fuch meafures 

VOL. VI. I rci^P^^ing 
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yeipe6\ing them, as exigencies ftiall be found to re- 
quire. The prefervation of public credit, the regular 
eJ^Jinguilhment of the public debt, and a pro?ifion 
of funds to defray any extraordinary expenfes, will 
of courfe call for your ferious attention. Altbou^ 
the impbfition of new burdens cannot be, in itfelf^^ 
?igreeable, yet there is no ground to doubt that the 
American people will expedi from you fuch meafures 
Hs their adiual engagements, their prcfent fqcuxity, 
und future interefts demand* 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and Gentlemen cf 
the Houfe cf Reprefentatives, 

The prcfent iituation of our cpuntry impoies an 
obligation on all the departments of Government, to 
adopt an explicit and decided conduct. In my fitU'- 
ation an expofition of the principles by which my 
adminift ration will be governed, ought not to be 
pmitted. 

. It is impoffible to conceal from ourfelves, or the 
worldi what has been before obferved, that cndea* 
vours have been employed to foftcr and eftablifh a 
diyilion between the Governroont and people of the 
United States. To inveftigatc the caufes which have 
encouraged this attempt is not necefTary : but to 
repel, by decided and united councils, infinuations 
iq derogatpry to the honour, and aggrefHtnis fo dan- 
gerous to the conHitution, union, and even inde^ 
pendence of the nation, is an indi^nlabk duty* 
. It muft not be permitJed to be doubted,^ whether 
the people of the United States wiU fupport the 
Government eflabliihed by their voluntary coofent, 
and appointed by their free choice; ©r: wlicther* by 
fqrrendering themfclves to the dire(9:ion of foreign 
and domeftic fa6lions, in oppofition to their owo 
Government, they will forfeit the honourable ftatiou 
they have hitherto maintained. .. * 

For myfelf, having never bect» indifferent to what 
concerned the interefis of my country ; devoted the 

btft 
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bcft part of my life to obtain and fupport Us inde-^ 
pendence; and conftantly witneffed the patriotifn], 
fidelity, and perfeverance.of my fellow-citizens, on 
the moft trying occafions, it is not for me to hefitate, 
or abandon a caufe in which my heart has been fo 
long engaged. 

Convinced that the condudl of the Government 
has been juft and impartial to foreign nations ; that 
thofei internal regulations which have been efta* 
blilhed by law for the prefervation of peace, are in 
their nature proper, and that they have been fairly 
executed ; nothing will ever he done by me to im- 
pair the national engagements, to innovate upon 
principles which have been fo deliberately and up- 
rightly eftablifhed, or to furrender in any manner 
the rights of the Government. To enable me to 
maintain this declaration, I rely, under God, with 
entire confidence on the firm and enlightened fup- 
port of the National Legiflature, and upon the vir- 
tue and patriotifm of my fellow-citizens. 

John Adams *. 

Chaplains. — ^Wednesday, May 17. The Houfe 



-*»- 



* The Prefident has made fome little alteration in l\ie form of 
addrefs to the two Houfes ; an alteration evidently for the bet- 
ter.. General Wa(hingtoi;i always began with ^^ Felloixi-citizens of 
** the Senate and Houic of Reprefentatives ;" he afterwards called 
them ** Gentlemen of the Senate, &c," This, iti the very fame 
fpe^ch, favoured too much of affectation ; too much of that mob- 
courting poli^ which has ever diftinguifhed the condud of the old 
General. I mould be very glad to be informed how the members 
of Congrefs had more of the citixen in them ^t the beginning thaa 
atthe end of the fpcech, and how they had more of the gentleman. 
of the end of it than at the beginning. In fadt, (his variation ifi 
the form of addrefs during the fame fpeech, was perfectly ridicu- 
I0U8 ; aud Mr. Adanis ^ entitled to lome praife for having abo« 
liihed it. 

I 2 proceeded 
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procsedcd to the choice of a Chaplain, and the ballot* 
of the members being colledled, there appeared 
For Dr. Green, 6o 

Dr. Priestley, 12* 

Mr. Carrol» a 

Mr. Helmuth, ' i 



Documents relative to Mr. Pinchieys EmhaJJy to 
Prance. — ^Thursday, May 19. The Speaker in- 
formed the Houfe that he had received a communica- 
tion from the Department of State containing fundry 
documents referred to by the Prefident in his Ipeech' 
to both Houfes, numbered from i to 18, whic^ 
was then read, and of which the following is a fum-: 
inary. 

Document I. is Mr. Pinckney^s letter to the Secre- 
tary of State^ dated Paris, December 20, 1796, in 
which he writes, that after a fatiguing journey from 
Bourdeaux, owing to the dreadful ftate of the roads^ 
he reached Paris the 5th of December. His firft bu- 
linefs was to communicate to Mr. Munroe his letters 
of recall. He then wrote to Charles de la Croix, the 
French Minifler for Foreign Affairs, requefting him 
to fix the time for receiving copies of Mr. Pinckney's 

letters of credence, and Mr. Munroe's letters of recall. 

»■■ ■ — ■ ■ ■ ' J . ■- . . 

* The laft Congrefs gave 32 votes for Dr. Prieftley. The dc- 
creafe in the numbtr of his friends is a certain proof of an iocreafe 
of religion, good fcnfe, and decency in the Houfe; but it reflcfe 
little honour on the country, that •ne fifth of the Reprefentativct 
of it (hould dare openly to patronize a leditious Socinian. N. B. 
Dr. Green is a Prefbyterian, Mr. Carrol a Rooian Catholic, Mr. 
helmuth a German Lutheran. The Houfe of Reprcfentatives have, 
for many years pad, if not always, chofen a Prefbyterian Miniiler 
for their Uhaplain ; and the Senate have, as uniformly, chofen a 
Church of England Bifhop. This feems to have been a mere mat- 
ter of.accommodation ; and, to fay the truth, the appointment of 
Chaplains feems even to have been an objeft of very little import- 
ance with moil of the members ; bad it not been fo we Qiould have 
lieard fpeeches eaough upon the fubjeft. 

The 
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The Minifter fixed the 9th December, between one 
and four o'clock P. M, to receive them, " He 
received us at firft," fays Mr. Pinckney in his dif-? 
patches, " with great flifFnefs ; but afterwards, on 
converfing on fome general fubje6b, he unbent and 
behaved with civility/' He promifed to communi- 
cate both letters to the Directory without delay ; and 
defired Major Butledge (Mr. Pinckney 's fecretary) to 
give him the names of baptifm and the ages of Mr. 
Pinckney and his fuite, that cards of hofpitality might 
be obtained for them ; which, as he obferved, were 
neceffary to enable them to refide in Paris unmolefled. 
He promifed to fend the cards the next morning. 
On the 12th in the morning, Mr. Pinckney was in- 
formed, through the medium of a letter written by 
Mr. De la Croix to Mr. Munroe, that the " Direc- 
tory would not acknowledge or receive another 
Minifter Plenipotentiary from the United States, un- 
til after the redrefs of the grievances demanded of 
the American Government, and which the French 
Republic had a right to exped): from it." Mr. Pinck^ 
ney expedled a notification of the fame import, and 
waited for it until next morning ; when he wrote to 
the Minifier to inform him of Mr. Munroe*s commu* 
nication, and of his not having received cards of hof^ 
pitality for himfelf and fuite ; defiring at the .fame 
time to know whether it was the " intention of the 
Piredtory that he Ihould immediately quit the terri- 
tories of the Republic, or whether he and his family 
might remain until he heard from his Government.'* 
This letter was fent by Major Rutledge, the fecre* 
tary of the embafly, who reported that he delivered 
it to the Minifter, and received from him a repcti* 
tion of the declaration contained in the letter to Mr, 
Munroe, only fubftituting the word/^rfi^ri?/ inftead of 
the American Government ; and *^ with refpedl to the 
fecond fubjeA," the Minifter faid, ** he could re- 
turn no anfwer liifitirit was laid before the Direcr 

I 3 tory*'* 
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tory," which he proinifed to takt the firft opportu^ 
Bity 6f doing *. - 

.I)ocument II. relates to the fame fubjeft, and 
proceeds to detail, that a Mr, Giratidei^ who ealled* 
himfelf " chief Secretary to the department of fb- 
reign affairs," waited on Mr. Pinckney, and faid he 
came on the part of the Minifter to inform Mr* 
P. of the laws of France relating to ftrangers ; and 
added, that as the Diredlory had refolved not to re- 
ceive him in his public character, or to give hint 
permiffion to flay in Paris, *^ the generallaws would 
operate'* in this cafe as.in all others ; and that it wa^ 
the fixed intention of the Directory that he (hould 
quit the territories of the Republic. Upon Mr. P/e( 
inquiring in whit time it was expe6led he fhould fel 
out, he faid the Minifter could not defignate itj ai 
the cafe lay within the department of the Officer ofth^ 
Police. Mr. P. replied, that Mr. De la Croix Wa^ 
the proper organ through which information fhould 
come to him, as he knew the capacity in which h<t 
hid been fent to France ; whereas the Officer of thfe 
ffiolice; ** might regard him as a mere ftranger, and 
tbrowi/him into confinement** — that whether th6 

• 

DJLT^&ovy received him or not in his due charadterj 
lie was entitled to the proteftion of the law of nations \ 
tkat if they permitted him to flay until he could heat 

. ^ In this, as well as in all the other of Mr. pinclcney's letters, 
I perceive with great furprife, and not without fome indignatiooi 
th^t the writer has not only^ufed the atbelfiical caUndar^ but tbf(t 
inrmany inftances, be has omitted the ufe of the latter altogether* 
It hKs been afTerte^, and not without good reafoq, that Grtit' 
^^ritain humbled heifelf before the thrdne of regicide ; a writ^# olP 
ereat eminence has faid Of the embaify of Lord Malmibury, thtt 
It " exhibited the fpei^acle of a Britifh Minifler deputed to critm 
** from cowardice, r^dfefved with infult, and difmifled with mock* 
^*ery, offering the riv/fff of the nation, and returning with its 
W^metV yetf iL0cd.Malitflbury never condeicended to difgrai^ 
his. di(J>atchei with th% Frimaires and Fcndemdires of the cut-th^tl 
i>f Pans \ he bowed lu tbe throne of regicide, but hp did not kneel 
iit^iatMatheiftiir--" "^- '■ ' ' ' 
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^rom his Government, he was utider the fafeguard of 
thofe laws, and it not, that he was entitled to le/fers 
af Jiife condti£l and pajfports on his journey. The 
ground Mr. P. chofc embarrafTed the Dire6lory : 
they wifhedhim gone, but they did not choofe to 
take fo harfli a meafurc as to fend him off perempto- 
rily until they heard of the iffue of the approaching 
^le6lion in the United States. If one public charac- 
ter was eledted (as a member of the Council of An^ 
cients aflerted), which they hoped would take place, 
he \^7i% devoted to the intereft of France, and would 
render the negotiation more eafy. 

'Document III. The fame fubjedl is continued. Oa 

the 6th of January, 1797, Mr. Pinckney, by his 

fecretary, fent a meflage to the Minifter for Foreign 

Affairs in behalf of fundry American citizens who 

laboured under great hardfliips in France ; none 

of whom were permitted to travel from one town 

to another, and fome of them had been impri* 

ibned for want of regular paflports ; which had 

ufed to be granted by the American Ambaflador 

near the Republic, counterfigned by the Miniftee 

for Foreign Affairs, and which were not fufpenddd.- 

To this complaint the Minifier replied, that an arrete 

had been made on the fubjec^, and that in future all 

petitions for paflports on behalf of the American dn 

tizens fhould be addreffed to the Minifter of the g^^ 

neral Police. On Major Rutledge's reviewing the fub-* 

je<Stof Mr. Pinckney 's ftay in Paris, which happened 

At the clofe of the conference, the Minifler fignified 

much Jurprife at his flaying7& iong, adding, that he 

(the Minifter) " had cxercifed much condefcend- 

anee in being fo long filent ; in fhort, that he fhould 

be very fbrry if a further flay fhould oblige him to 

give information to the Minifter of the Police.** 

In this conference with the brutal De la Croix, 

which lafted near an hour. Major Rqtledge was not 

84naiUe4 to the honour of a fe^t.*' 

J 4 Pocument 
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. Document IV. contains the firft letter from Gkn 
neral Pinckney after he left Paris, dated Amilerdam^ 
February 1 8th, in which he writes, that the ^^ day 
after the accounts were received of Buonapartis fuc- 
cefles in Italy, Mr. De la Croix gave him, by di- 
redlionofthe Executive Diredory, official notice in 
"tvriting to quit the territories of the French Repub- 
lic ; which being all he had fo long waited for, he 
immediately fet out on his journey, and had ar- 
rived at Amfterdam*. 

In thfe Vth Document Mr. P. informs the Se- 
cretary of State that tjie French. Directory had made 
a requilition of the Dutch to join France in treating 
neutral veffels agreeably to the late French decrees '; 
but, on the Dutch remonftrsting againft the mea* 
lure, as ruinous to their commerce and finances, the 
requilition was fufpended. In the fame letter he 
informs of the infamous conduct of fome Americans,, 
who, under French colours, had equipped priva- 
teers to plunder the property of their fellow-citi:^ens. . 

i Doctmient VI. is an extract of a letter from Ma- 
jor Mountflorence, American Conful at Paris, in 
which two fcoundrels, Cowell and Lewis, are parti- 
cularly named as o wipers of privateers which had 
made recent prizes of American property ; and that 
thcfe men, with other traitorous Americans, were 
conftantly importuning the French to iffue feveral 
ei^rs againfl American commerce. 

^ Documents VII. and VI II. are on the famefubje<3: 
as the 6th ; adding, that all American fcamen, takea 



* Thus was he driven from the hell of pillage sgid murder ii^ 
fpite of all his flatteries and fupplications to the infernal deities. In 
his letter of ''the 21ft Frimaire** he takes^ or rather he makes oc» 
^afion to fay : " though I am devoted to the liberty, profperity, and 
independence of my own country, the freedom, happinefs, an4 
ferfeB eftahlijbmtnt of the French Re public have akvqys been 
dear to me,'^ This was rewarded, as every fuch a^ of mean* 
nefs ought to be, with the contempt of thofe to whom it was ad^ 
dreiTed. 

\ cm 
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on board Britifh veflels, although prefled into the 
fcrvice, were confined in prifons as prifoners of war, 
and treated with uncommon cruelty. 

Document IX. is the well-known n)alediShry ad-* 
drefs of the Executive Dire6lory to Mr. Munroe on 
his recall y which, as a remarkable fpecimen of repub- 
lican hauteur and French gibberiih, I will infert as 
follows : 

^' Mr. Minifter Plenipotentiary of the United 
^^ States of America, by prefenting to-day your let- 
** ters of recall to the Executive Diredtory, you give 
f * to Europe a very ftrange fpedlacle. 

*^ France, rich in her liberty, furrounded by a 
^* train vi<ftorious, ftrong in the efteem of her allies, 
*^ will nqt abafe herfelf by calculating the con* 
f* fequence^ pf the condefcenfion of the American 
♦* Government to the fuggeftions of her former ty-^ 
** rants; moreover, the French Republic hopes 
'* that the fucceflbrs of Columbus, Raleigh, and 
^* Penn, always proud of their liberty, will never 
#< forget that they owe it to France. They will 
^* weigh, in their wifdom, the magnanimous bene- 
f ^ volence of the French people with the crafty ca- 
♦* relies of certain perfidious perfons, who meditate 
f * bringing them back to their flavery. Aflbre the 
f* good American people. Sir, that, like them, we 
^* adore liberty; and that they will always have 
" our efteem, and that they will find in the French 
^* people republican generofity, which knows how 
*^ to grant peace, ^s it does to caufe its Sovereignty 
^* to be refpe£ted« 

*^ As to you, Mr. Minifter Plenipotentiary, you 
•^ have combated for principles, you have known the 
^^ true intereft of your country ; you depart with our 
^^ regret. In you we give up a Reprefentative to 
f f America, and retain the remembrance of the Citi- 
^^ zen whofe perfonal qualities did honour to that 

^' title;* 

Doament 
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Document X. contains a decree of the Sxectitiva 
Diredory, annulling the treaty of commerce cott* 
tra6led February 1778, between France and th« 
United* State? of America, and edablifhing a liew 
code refpefting the veffels of the latter, agreeably 
with the Britifli treaty of 1794, in all the articles 
that concern neutral commerce ; and addinj 
other regulations refpefting fhips* papers, atii 
American citizens taken on board Britifh veffels,' in 
which they are confidered as pirates, although they 
had been impreffed and detained by force. * 

Dcctiment XL is a letter from John Q. jldanOf"^ 
Efq. Minijter refidmt near the Batavian Republic \ 
in which the Minifler defcribcs the* fubjedtion of 
that Government to* the Republic of Ffance ; that 
it too complains of the Britifh treaty^ and requefli 
the United States to make a common caufe witH 
her and France, and to join in the war againft 
Great Britain. ' '* 

Document XII. is dn extract from the Commijiah 
of Affairs of the Bht avian National AJfemhly^^ to thi 
Minifler refident of the United States^ reminding thifi 
Uilited States of the numerous fervioej of thc'Dutchi 
during the American war, and Calling on tb^ 
United States to protcd Dutch pfopefty on bo&itl 
American Veffels from the capture of Britilh GruiferSJ 
and intimating how glorious a refolve it would bei 
to make a common cat^e with the French Republic, 
and thereby to " render f6 the hemijpheres a peaci 
for tthich humanity languifi^L'^ '■ 

Document XIIL is John Q. JdamS^s an/iver /4 
the Batavian Governments deckritig the invariable 
l*efolution of the United States, not tb engage in the 
European war, and to obferve all her treaties anc) 
her neutrality inviolably. 

Dofuments XIV. and XV. are Ifeltefs from /. Q; 
Adams y and Kufus King ^ Minifler Plfnifotentiaty hi 
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Great Britain^ to the Secretary of State, containing 
ftn account of the recent demands that the French, 
tytants have made of Denmarky Hamburgh and 
Bremen^ to fufpend all commerce with England, 
with which haughty requifition none of thofe go- 
vernments had chofen to comply. 

Document XVI. is a letter from Charles Afar- 
tinez de Yrujo^ Minifter of Spain, to the Secretary of 
State, dated Philadelphia, May 6 ^ 1797; contain- 
ing a repetition of the fame complaints that 
had been made by the French and Batavian 
republics againft the Britilli treaty of amity and 
commerce; with an addition, on the part of Spain, 
of a remonftrance againft that article of the treaty 
which allures to the Englifti the free navigation of 
the river Miffiflippi *. 

Document XVI I. contains the Secretary'' s anfwer 

io the Spanijh Minifter, in which he clearly proves 

the futility of the Spanilh complaints, and cfta- 

"blilhes the juftice and propriety of the Britifh 



••i»< 



^ It may not be amifs to inform my readers, that one of Ihc 
ireafons alleged by Spain for declaring war againft Great Britain^ 
was her having granted certain prifuileges to the United States of 
America. Thus, then, it is not favours granted to Great Britaia 
dlone, that forms the Spanifh objections to the Britifh treaty, but 
favoiirs granted to the United States alfo. Both are to be quar- 
relled with, both menaced, ancj both attacked too, unlefs this mu> 
tually advantageous treaty can be fet afide. There is no doubt 
^ut the Don has been led, or rather been driveit, to prefer his 
<;om plaint, by his new and natural allies^ the French^ and the ob* 
je6b in fo doing is not lefs evident ; but they will be difappointcd.. 
A war with Spain is abfolutely neccflary to the faivation of this 
country, if a war with France takes place, or if the Spaniards have 
cedki Louifiana to France. They muft both be driven into the 
Oulf of Mexico, or we (hall never fleep in peace. Befides, a 
jivar with Spain would be fo convenient! There is nothing but 
dry blows to be gotten from the pennylefe fans-culottes ; but the 
^prealth of Spanifli South America would be a falve for every fore# 
It would be the cream of the war. Every thing feems to be working 
^gether for good ; as Cromwell faid, when the Scots were com^' 

P^ down upon him, <* the L<3rd hath delivered them into our 
pds." May we treat them as they deferve ! . 

3 treaty 
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treaty in all its parts that have any relation to Spain 
-—as well what concerns free fhips making free 
goods as the exteniion of the lifl of contraband 
articles, and the free navigation of the Mifliflippi, . 
Document XVIII. contains Mr. Pinckneys letter^ 
dated Pariss Feh i, wherein he notifies the Secre- 
tary of State of his intention to depart fi'om Paris 
immediately. 

• It is impoffible to transfufe into a fumraary like 
this, any idea of the infults which the Envoy wafj 
obliged to fwallow, previous to his departure fropj 
Paris, Never was a flave more contemptuouily 
treated by his matter ; never was humility rewarded 
with fuch provoking difdain. One would hav^ 
thought, that the reading of thefe difpatches would 
roufe the fpirit of the Congrefs ; one would hav^ 
expected an unanimous vote for the echo of the 
fpeech with which the difpatches were accompa^r 
nied ; but no fpirit, no refentment, was difcovered* 
The Senate did, indeed, fomething like echo the 
fpeech of the Prefident ; but, in the lower Houie 
(which is, in point of influence, the upper Houfe), 
the Ipeech underwent the moll mortifying witticifm. 

jinfwer of the Senate, — §(iturJajt, zcth May.-^ 
Sir, The Senate of the United States requefl you to 
accept their acknowledgments for the comprehen- 
live and interefting detail you have given in your 
fpeech to both Houfes of Congrefs, on the exifting 
ftate of the Union. 

While we regret the neceffity of the prefent 
meeting of the Legiflature, we wifh to exprefs oxxx 
entire approbation of your conduit in convening it, 
on this momentous occafion. 

The fuperintendence of our national faith, honour, 
and dignity, being, in a great meafure, conftitu- 
tionally depofited with the Executive, we obfcrve^ 
with lingular fatisfadtion, the vigilance^, firpinpfs, 

^nd 
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6rtcl promptitude, exhibited by you, in the critical 
fltate of our public affairs, and from thence derive 
an evidence and pledge of the rectitude and inte- 
grity of your adminiftration. And we are feniible 
it is an obje6l of primary importance, that each 
branch of the government fhould adopt a language 
and fyflem of condu6l, which fliall be cool, juft, 
and difpaflionate, but firm, explicit, and decided. 

We are equally defirous, with you, to preferve 
peace and friendfliip with all nations, and are 
happy to be informed, that neither the honour nor 
irtterefts of the United States forbid advances for 
fecuring thofe defirable objedls, by amicable nego- 
tiation with the French Republic. This method 
of adjufting national differences is not only the 
moil mild, but the moft rational and humane ; and^ 
with governments difpofed to be jufV, can feldom fail 
of fuccefs, when fairly, candidly, and fincerely ufed. 
If we have committed errors, and can be made fen- 
fible 6( them, we agree with you in opinion, that 
we ought to correal them, and compenlate the in- 
juries which may have been confequent thereon ; 
and we truft the French Republic will be aftuated 
by the iame juft and benevolent principles of na- 
tional policy. 

We do, therefore, moft fincerely approve of your 
determination to promote and accelerate an accom- 
modation of our exiftin? differences with that Re- 
public, by negotiation, on terms compatible with 
the rights, duties, interefts, and honour of our na- 
tion. And you may rell affured of our moft cor- 
dial co-operation, fo far as it may become neceffary 
in this purfuit. 

Peace and harmony with all nations is our fin- 
cere wifh : but fuch being the lot of humanity, that 
nations will not always reciprocate peaceable dif- 
pofitions, it is our firm belief iliat effjcitual meafures 
of defence will tend to inlpire that national felf- 

refpevSt 
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refpeft arid confidence at home, whicli is the un- 
failing fource of refpecSt ability abroad, to check 
aggreflion and prevent war. 

Whilft we are endeavouring to adjufl our dif- 
ferences with the French Republic, by amicable ne-^ 
gotiation, the progrcfs of the war in Europe, the 
depredations on our commerce, the perfonal injuries 
to our citizens, and the general complexion of afr 
fairs, prove to us your vigilant care in recommend- 
ing to our attention efFedlual meafures of defence 

Thofe which you recommend, whether they re-* 
late to external defence, by permitting our citizens 
to arm, for the purpofe of repelling aggreffioos oa 
their commercial rights, and by providing fea con- 
voys, or to internal defence, by increafing the c&$r 
bliftiment of artillery and cavalry, by forming a pro- 
vifional army, by revifing the militia laws, and for* 
tifying more completely our ports and harbours, 
will meet our confideration, under the influence 
of the fame juft regard for the fecurity, intereft, an4 
honour of our country, which dictated your re- 
commendation. ' 

Pradlices fo unnatural and iniquitous, as thofe 
you fiate, of our citizens converting their property 
and perfonal exertions into the means of annoying 
our trade and injuring our fellow-citizens, deferve 
legal feverity commenfurate with their turpitude. 

Although the Senate believe that the profperity 
and happinefs of our country does not depend on 
general and exteniive political connexions with 
European nations, yet we never can lofe light of 
the propriety, as well as neceffity, of enabling the 
Executive, by fufficient and liberal fupplies, to main- 
tain, and even extend, our foreign intercourfe, as 
exigencies may require, repoling full confidence 
in the Executive, in whom the conftitution has 
placed the powers of negotiation. 

We learn with fincere concern, that attempts arp 

in 
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in operation to alienate the afFedtions of our fellow- 
^tizens from their government. Attempts fo 
wicked, wherever they exift, cannot fail to excite 
our utmoft abhorrence. A government chofen by 
the people for their own fafety and happinefs, and 
calculated to fecure both, cannot lofe their afFcc- 
tioDSy fo long as its adminiftration purfues the 
pruiciples upon which it was eredled. And your 
reiblution to obferve a condudt juft and impartial 
to all nations, a facred regard to our national en- 
gagements, and not to impair the rights of our go- 
vernment, contains principles which cannot fail to fe- 
cure to your adminiftration the fupport of the Na* 
tional I^egiflature, to render abortive every attempt 
to excite dangerous jealoufies among us, and to 
convince the world that our government, and your 
adminiflration of it, cannot be feparated from the 
afTcdlionate fupport of every good citizen. And 
the Senate cannot fuffer the prefent occalion to 
pafs, without thus publicly and folemnly exprelfing 
their attachment to the conftitution and govern- 
ment of their country ; and as they hold themfelves 
refponlible to their conflituents, their confciences, 
and their God, it is their determination, by all 
their exertions, to repel every attempt to alienate 
the affedlions of the people from the government, 
fo injurious to the honour, fafety, and independence, 
of the United States. 

We are happy, fince our fentiments on the fub- 
jedl are in perfect union with yours, in this public 
manner to declare, that we believe the conduct of 
the Governnient has been juft and impartial to fo- 
reign nations, and that thofe internal regulations 
which have been eftablifhed for the prefervation of 
peace^ are in their nature proper, and have been 
fairly executed. 

Aiid we are equally happy in poflefling an entire 
wnfideoce in your abilities and exertions in your 

ftatiun, 
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fiation, to tnaintain untarniftied the honour, ptd-* 
lerve the peace, and fupport the independence o^ 
our country ; to. acquire and eflablifh which, in 
connexion with your fellow-citizens, has been the 
virtuous effort of a part of your life. 

To aid you in thefe honourable and afduous exer- 
tions, as it is our duty, fo it ihall be our faithful 
endeavour. And we flatter ourfelvcs, Sir, that the 
proceedings of the prefent feflion of Congrcfs will . 
manifeft to the world, that although the United 
States love peace, they will be independent ; that 
they are lincere in their declarations to be juft to 
the French and all other nations, and cxpeft the 
fame in return. If a fenfe of juftice, a love of 
moderation and peace, Ihall influence their coun-^ 
oils, which we fincerely hope, we fliall have juft 
f^ounds to expe6l peace and amity between the 
United States and all nations will be preferved. 

But if we are fo unfortunate as to experience in- 
juries from any foreign powers, and the ordinary 
methods by which differences are amicably adjufted 
between nations Ihall be rejedled, the determination 
" not to furrender in any manner the rights of the 
/^ government,** being fo infeparably conneAed 
with, the dignity, intereft, and independence of 
our country, Ihall, by us, be fteadily and inviolably 
fupported. 

Thomas Jefferson, 

Vice-frefident of the United States ^ 

and Prejident of the Senate. 

Anjwef (as firji reported) of the ReprefentativeS. 
Monday y May 23. — Sir, The interefting detail of 
thofe events which have rendered the convention 
of Congrefs at this time indifpenlable (communi- 
cated in your fpeech to both Houfes) has excited in 
us the ftrongeft emotions. Whilft we regret the 
occaiion^ we cannot omit to teilify our approbatioii 

of 



JULY, 1797. 5129 

of the meafure, and to pledge ourfelves that no con- 
iiderations of private inconvenience Ihall prevent, 
on our part, a faithful difcharge of the duties to 
which we are called. 

We have conftantly hoped, that the nations of 
Europe, defolated hy foreign wars, or convulfed 
by inteftine divilions, would have left the United 
States to enjoy that peace and tranquillity to which 
the impartial condudl of our Government has en- 
titled us ; and it is now, with extreme regret, we 
find the meafures of the French Republic tending 
to endanger a lituation fo delirable and interefling to 
our country. 

Upon this occafion, we feel it our duty to exprefs, 
in the moft explicit manner, the fenfations which the 
prefent crifis has excited, and to aflure you of our 
zealous co-operation in thofe meaiures which may 
appear neceffary for our fecurity or peace. 

Although it is the firft and moft ardent wifh of 
our hearts, that peace may be maintained with the 
French Republic, and with all the world ; yet we 
can never furrender thofe rights which belong to us 
as a nation : and whilft we view with fatisfa6lion, 
the wifdom, dignity, and moderation, which have 
marked the meafures of the Supreme Executive of 
our country, in its attempts to remove, by candid ex- 
planations, the complaints and jealoulies of France, 
we feel the full force of that indignity which has 
been offered our country in the rejedlion of its Mi- 
nifter. No attempts to wound our rights as a fove- 
reign ftate will efcape the notice of ourconflituents; 
they will be felt with indignation, and repelled with 
that decifion 'which ihall convince the world that we 
are not a degraded people, that we .can never fub- 
mit to the demands of a foreign power, without ex- 
amination, and without difcuflion. 

Knowing, as we do, the confidence repofed by 
the people of the United States in their Government, 

VOL, VI, & wc 
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we cannot hefitate in exprcffing our indignation at 
the lentiments diiclaferf by the Prefident of the Exe- 
cutive DireAory of France, in his fpeech to the Pre- 
fident of the United States. Such fentiments ferve 
to difcover the imperfe<ft knowledge which France 
poffeflcs of the real opinions of your conftituents. 
An attempt to feparate the people of the United 
States from their Government, is an attempt to fe- 
parate them from themfelves; and although foreign- 
ers, who know not the genius of our country, may 
have conceived the project:, and foreign emiflaries 
may attempt the execution, yet the united efforts of 
our fe]k>w*citizen8 will convince the world of its 
impra6t icability • 

Happy would it have been, if the tranfa6lions dif- 
clofed in your communication had never taken 
place, or tnat they could have been concealed. 
Senfibly, however, as we feel the wound which has 
been inflidted, we think with you, that neither the 
honour nor the intereft of the United States forbid 
the repetition of advances for preierving peace ; and 
we are happy to learn, that frefti attempts at nego- 
tiation will be commenced : nor can we too firongly 
express our iincere defires that an accommodation 
may take place, on terms compatible with the rights, 
intereft, and honour of our nation. Fully, however, 
impreffed with the uncertainty of the refult, we fliall 
prepare to meet with fortitude any unfavourable 
events which may occur, and to extricate ourfelves 
from the confequences with all the fkill wc poffefs, 
and all the efforts in our power. Believing, with 
you^ that the condu6l of the Government lias been 
juft and impartial to foreign nations, that the laws 
for the prefervation of peace had been proper, and 
that they have been fairly executed, the reprefenta- 
tives of the people do not heiitate to declare, thai 
they will give their moft cordial fupport to the exe 

cutioa— ^ 
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cution of principles fo deliberately and uprightly 
cflabi idled. 

The many intcrefting fubje<51s which are ' fo 
ftrongly enforced by this momentous occafion, will 
receive every attention which their importance de- 
mands ; and we Iruft, that by the decided and ex- 
plicit condu61 which will govern our deliberations, 
every infinuation will be repelled which is deroga- 
tory to the honour and independence of our country. 

Permit us, in offering this addrefs, to exprefs our 
fatisfadlion at your promotion to the firfl: office ia 
the Government, and our entire confidence that the 
pre-eminent talents and patriotifm which have placed 
you in this diftinguiftied lituation, will enable you 
to difcharge its various duties with fatisfadtion to 
yourfelf, and advantage to our common country. 

The anfwer being read, Mr. Evmis f from Virgi- 
nia) moved, that inftead of " will be felt with indigo 
" nation^^^ (hould be inferted, " will be felt with 
*' fenfthllUy ** as a milder phrafe ; as he wiflied to 
avoid uling exprcffions more harfh than were ne- 
Ceffary *. 

This 



* Mr. Evans's amendment has much more of the nonfenfical ia 
it, than any thing I remember to have heard of for feme time* 
What \% fenfihllity f It \z feelingy as applied to the mind ; fo that 
the amendment in plain Englim fays, that the infults of France will 
be felt with feeling ; which is very much in the ftyle of Ancient 
Pifiol : " he hears with ears.** 

But the nonfenfe i>f the amendment, grofs as it is, is its leaO: 
fiault. It is pufiilanimous, whining, and calculated to difguife the 
real fentiments of the people. I will allow the gentleman to have 
meant, that the infults of the French to otfr Minifter would be 
heard of vf\i\\fenfi6ility : this is fenfe, but it is far from expreffing 
what ought to be exprelTed on the prefent occafion. We with 
propriety fay, that we hear with fenlibility of the difpleafure of 
our friends. The lover receives the flighted favour from his 
miflrefs with a great deal of fenfibility ; but what fliou'd wc 
think of a £dlow who (hould talk thus upon receiving a flap up 
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This amendment brought up another member 
from Virginia, who, with a heart not lefs full o(/enJ!» 
hilUy^ begged leave to fubftitute another amendment 
in room of that propofed by his colleague. The 
amendment the latter propofed was in the following 
Words : 

*^ After the firfl fcftion, infert. 

Although we are adluated by the utmoft folici- 
tude for the maintenance of peace with the French 
Republic, and with all the world ; the rejedlion 
^^ of our Minifter, and the manner of difmiffinghim 
^^ from the territories of France, have excited our 
warme/t fenfibility ; ancl, if followed by limilar 
meafures, and a rcfufal of all negotiation on the 
fubjedt of our mutual complaints, will put an end 
to every friendly relation between the two coun- 
*^ tries ; but we flatter ourfelvcs that the Govern- 
ment of France only intended tofufpend the ordi- 
nary diplomatic intercourfe, and to bring into ope- 
ration thofe extraordinary agencies which are in 
^* common ufe between nations, and which are 
** confined in their intention to the great cauies of 
** difference. We therefore receive, with the ut- 
moft fatisfadlion, your information, that a frelh 
attempt at negotiation will be inftituted; and wc 
** expert with confidence, that a mutual fpirit of 
*^ conciliation, and a difpolition on the part of , the 
*• United States to place France on the footing of 
** other countries, by removing the unequalifies 
which may have arifen in thp operation of our re- 
fpe<3ive treaties with them, will produce an ac- 
*^ commodation compatible with the engagements, 
rights, duties, and honour of the United States. 
*^ We will confider the feveral fubjcdls which 
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the cheek ? what fhbuld wc think of Bachc, for inftance, if, through 
the channel of his Aurora, he were to tell the world, that Hum- 
phreys*s fiil produced in his mind the utmoft fenfibility ? 
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^•^ jjpu have recommended to our confideration, 
V with the attention which- their importance de- 
^* mands, and will zealoufly co-operate in thofe mea* 
" fures which (hall appear neceflary for our own fe- 
'/ curity or peace. 

. *^ Whatever differences of opinion may havQ ex- 
*^ ifted amongft the people of the United States 
^' upon national fubje<Sls, we cannot believe that any 
*^ ferious expe6lation can be entertained of with- 
^' drawing the fupport of the people from their con- 
^' flitutional agents; and we fliould hope that the re- 
^' coUedlion of the miferies which ihe herfelf has 
*^ fufFered from a like interference, would prevent 
any fuch attempt by the Republic of France ; but 

' we explicitly declara for ourfelves and our con- 
" flituents, that fuch an attempt would meet oui: 
** higheft indignation, and we will repel every 
" unjufi demand on the United States by foreign 
'^ countries, that we will ever confider the humilia- 
^' tion of the Government as the greateft perfonal 
^' diigrace," 

After fome difcourfe as to the propriety of admit- 
ting this amendment, it was declared admiflible by 
the Chairman, and was accordingly fubmitted to the 
Committee. 

Mr. Nicholas then rofe in fupport of his warmejl 
fmfihility. After premifing that much would depend 
upon the atifwer about to be given, he faid, that the 
fituation in which we flood with refpecSl to France, 
called for the moft judicious proceeding, and that it 
washis wiih to heal the breach by temperate meafures. 
He exprefled his feeling for the infult offered to Mr. 
Pinckney, which was heightened by the dignity he 
bad borne it with, which bad proved him a proper 
charadier for the embafly. He was forry that France 
had refufed to receive him, but did not think it right 
to fuffer this jfry? impreffion to influence the proceed- 
ings of the Houfe. 
^ K 3 Mr. 
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Mr. Nicholas next proceeded to remark on the 
magnitude of the infult received, which did not 
apj)car to him fo great as Mr, Pinckney feemed to . 
think it ; he infifted that the Government of this 

• 

country had done all in its power to accommodate 
the differences with France ; and that, though an, 
infuh had been offered to this country, which could 
not fail to produce irritation, yet that irrita- 
tion (hould flop Jhort of the fovnt where it would 
produce a^ioHy as he was certain any fleps taken 
which might hazard the peace of the country, 
would not conduce to the welfare of its citizens. 

From fentiments like thcfe, the gentleman made 
a very natural, ealy, and graceful traniition to French 
influence^ of which he faid he had heard frequent in- 
iinuations, but which he conlidered io groundlefs as 
to be only worthy of contempt. For his own part, 
he had no intercourfe with the French, but of the 
cotnmoneft kind: He wifhed thdfe who poffeHed 
proofs of improper conciu<9: of this kind, would come 
forward and (how them— -ftiow who are the traitors 
of whom fo much is faid. He was not afraid pf the 
imprcffions any fuch charges brought againft hina 
might make upon his conftituents^ or where he was 
known ; indeed, he had not the arrogance to believe 
the charge was levelled againft ^/>/2, though he be- 
lieved he ^zs frequently charged with a too great at- 
tachment to the French caufe. 

By way of j unification for his immoderate zeal in 
the caufe of France, the eloquent gentleman went 
into a retrofpedlive view of the fituation of that 
republic, when he firfl: came into Congrefs, and 
of the fentiments of *• this part of the country'' with 
rcfpedl to her fate. He reprefehted France as the 
party attacked, and, with equal accuracy, talked 
about proofs of the intention of England to de- 
clare war againft America, if France had been van- 
quiftied. 
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He next proceeded to the detait offentiments re- 
ipeciing the anti-republican fpirit that prevailed in 
this country, fo exa^Iy of a piece with thofe contain - 
ed in the letter to Mazzei, attributed to Mr, JefFcrlbn, 
that to repeat his words here would be ufelels. It 
was^ he faid, to countera6t this difpoiition, that he 
oppofed a contrary zeal^ though he was not confcious 
of being over- zealous* 

From this digreflion the orator returned to the 
fubjec> before the Committee. He could not help 
taking notice, he faid, of fomecircumflances in the 
correfpondence of Mn Pinckney, becauie he believed 
they would be made ufe of to influence the public 
mind. He meant the allulion which was made to 
the ftate of politics in this country. Befides Mr, 
Pinckney*s own opinion, he fpeaks of a late emigrant 
returned. to France, who defcribed this country as of 
no greater confequence than Geneva or Genoa. At 
firft, he faid, he fuppofed this to be one of thofe 
things which tended the fame way with all the reft ; 
but he believed this was not the cafe ; he knew only 
of one emigrant who had returned to France, who 
was of conliderable confequence. That emigrant, 
hpweyer, was not the afTociate of the friends of 
France in this country, but of thofe who were rnoft 
oppofed to it : fo that whatever opinion he might 
have formed of this country, they were not gathered 
from thefriendsof the French*. 

After this, Mr. N. took another fiep on one fide, 

* Talleyrand is here alluded to ; and it muft be confelTed, that 
Nicholas, for once, fpoke the truth. Talleyrand was a fpy ; hia 
bufinefs, therefore, was not with the dennocrats, who had no fe* 
crets which thev withheld from the Dire6tory, but with the fedc» 
ralifts, from wnom much valuable information might be« and un* 
doubtedly was extracted. To the (liame of the ^deralifts be it 
fpoken, the arch apoftate found no difficulty in obtaining accels to 
tnem. He vifited all the moft eminent amongft them, not except* 
jng the officers of Government, and the Prefident ] fo (hat Ni« 
pbolas's reproach was extremely juftt 

K4 to 
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to fpeak ag^in of the French fadion, and declared^ 
that if there ihould be a majority in the Houfe deter- . 
mined to carry a certain meafure, though it fhould 
iavolve the nation in war, could he, becaufe he was 
caJIctJ a French patriot, give us his opinion and join 
in the vote I He could not. And if, by going into a 
meafure of this kind, they produce divilion, they 
mud not charge: thofe who oppofed their mcafures 
with it. Thofe who produced the divifion muft 
anfwer it *. 

Mr. William Smith followed Nicholas, and, in a very . 
long and very able fpeech, defended the condudl of 
the American Government, proved that the Britifti 
treaty was a mere pretext on the part of France, . 
and concluded by a brief developement of the real 
views of the French Goverppaent, and their fadlion. . 

It was evident, he faid, from the information from 
France, that an opinion, had been induflrioufly 



* Having thus given a fample of logic worthy of the genius of 
the great RaJpho himfelf, the gentleman returned once more to the 
A»fiiiieT^ which, he (aid, went to decide the queftion oi peace or war. 
for this couatry. He thought it calculated to produce great mif- 
chief, and no poffible good ; infifted that it would tend to irritate; 
that threats from this country towards the French could not effect 
the objeft in view, and very patrioticly and manfully afked, if any 
jjeotleman believed we were able to meet them in war ? if not, 
f lid he, why make fuch declarations as (hould preclude ferther ne- 
gotiation ? We are condemning the French Government becaufe 
they ajk for redrefs^ without liftening to negotiation ; yet wc fay 
to them, We are right, you have no caufe to complain ; all the 
departments of our government a6ted right. 

After difapproving of the Prefident's affertion, that our Govern'- 
went had uniformly aSed right, and that be would never depart from 
the principles a6led upon, he proceeded to ftate the danger of 
fan6^ioning fuch a declaration, and ver^; confidently added, £at he 
was not for humiliating ffteafures^ and that no man was more willing 
to make menu and improper conceJjUons than himfelf ! 

He concluded by preffing a fair and ftill examination of the fub? 
jeft before them, in order, as he faid, to difcover if any*x«/«rjr or 
error had been committed on our part^ and if fuch was found to 
cxift, he fiacerely wiflied it to be corre6ted. 

Circulated 
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cnrculated there, that the government and people of 
this country were divided ; that the Executive was 
corrupt, and did not purfue the interefls of the 
pj^ple ; and that they might, by pcrfeverance, over- 
turn the adminiftration, and introduce a new order 
of things. Was not fuch an opinion as this, he 
afted, calculated to induce France to believe that flie 
might make her own terms with us ? It was well 
kpown what Fralice wiftied, and it was time to de- 
clare it plainly ; his opinion was, that flie defigned 
to ruin the commerce of Great Britain through us. 
This was evident. They talk of the Britilh treaty ; 
but they fufFered it to lie dormant for near a twelve- 
month, without complaining about it. Why were 
they filent till within a few weeks before the ele6lion 
of our Prefident? Why did they commit fpoliations 
upon our commerce long before the Britilh treaty 
^as even dreamt of? Indeed their firft decree, diredt- 
ipg fpoliations of .our property, and the capture of 
our provifion-fhips, was on the 9th of May, 1793, a 
month before the provifion order of Great Britain, 
which was dated June 8, 1793 : and why have they, 
from that time to this, been committing Ipoliations 
on our commerce ? The Britifh treaty was publiftied 
in Paris, in Auguft, 1795: a year after, in July, 
1796, they determine ** to treat us in the fame way 
that we fufFer other nations to treat us ;" and this 
decree was not made known to our Government till 
the October following, a few weeks before the elec- 
tion of Prefident. 

But this was not all; the French had purfued 
fimilar meafures towards all the other neutral pow- 
ers. Sweden, in confequence, had no Minifter in 
their country, and was on the eve of a rupture, l^he 
intention of the French Government evidently was 
to compel all the neutral powers to aid her in de- 
ftroying the commerce of Great Britain ; but he 
truited this country had more fpirit than to fufFer 

herfelf 
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berfelf to be thus forced to give up her commerce 
with Great Britain : he trufled it would (purn any 
fuch idea, 

There had been no period, fince the revolution, 
which had fo powerfully called on Americans for that 
fortitude and wifdom which they knew fo well how 
to difpl^y on great and folemn emergencies. It was 
not his intention to offend an.y one by ftating the 
queltion in too flrong terms ; but he was perfuaded, 
that when the prefcnt Situation of our affairs with 
refpcft to France, was well underflood, it would be 
found, that to acquiefce in her prefent demands was 
virtually and effenlially to furrcnder our felf-goverq- 
ment and independence. 

The independence of a nation, he obferved, might 
be deflroyed by various modes. Whether a prepon- 
derating influence was obtained in her councils by 
fedudtion, intrigue, or terror, or by a dire6l and 
open invafion of her territories, and confequent fub- 
jugation, was immaterial. Indeed, it would be fafef 
for us if a' foreign power were at once to attempt pur 
fubjugation by invafion ; for in that cafe there 
could be but one opinion among ^meric^ns^ about ^ 
vigorous reliflance*; but the flow approaches to 
our fubjediion, by the fubtle artifices of intrigue and 
fubje^tion, were feldom difcerned by the community 
at large, until their peAilential effedts had taken fuch 
deep root as to be with diflficulty extirpated. Was 
it faying too much to affert, that didiating to our 
Government, fomenting an infurredlion in o\^r 
bofom^ influencing our mofl: important election. 



* It was, perhaps, very proper in Mr. Smith to mak^ thi? af^ 
fertion ; it was one of thofe pious frauds that il^tefmen are allowed 
to ufe for good pnrpofes ; but that fa6t really was not true. I 
verily believe that there would not only have been two opinxoai, 
but that each opinion would have had a great number of advof 
cates. 

(ieman^ln^ 
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demanding a violation of out engageiaeillt, the re- 
peal of our laws, the annulling the dectees of our 
courts of juftice, were not merely interferences with 
our Government, but, in faft, attempts to ufurp it? 
The complaints of France refpe6ling the Britiih 
tnaty, were the pretext, but not the real caufe of her 
fi^'greffions. It was idle to wink out of fight tha 
real caufes ; (he vviftied (as he had before ftated) to 
, deftroy the commerce of England, and the United 
States were to be the inftrumentof accomplifhing it. 
The United States were to be coerced into fuch mea- 
Itires as would efteft this great fcheme. The (ime 
policy was purfued towards the Haufe Towns and 
Denmark. Had they made a Britifli treaty ? Were 
they anfwerable for the fins of ours ? The review he 
had taken of the ground of controverfy as to our 
treaty with ]^ngland, muft have removed every im- 
preffion unfavourable to our Government, and 
(evinced the unceafing efforts of France to acquire 
an improper afcendency over our councils, and 
direct them to the purpofes of her aggrandizement. 
Mr. Smith concluded with requefting the Com- 
mittee ferioufly to ponder on the confequence of 
ag. feeing to the amendment. It fpoke the fame 
feeble language as the addrefs of the lafl: feflion, 
the lame timid reludance to exprefs our fenle of 
injury, the fame reliance on the negotiation alone ; 
if this was all that the gentlemen on the other fide 
propofed doing at this extraordinary feflion, the call- 
ing of Congrefs would prove the mofl humiliating, 
the mofl: calamitous meafure that had ever been 
adopted. Better indeed had the members remained 
at their homes, and there, in fecret filence, mourned 
over the diflionour of their country, and fmothered 
their refentments, than to be colledled in a ma% 
from all parts of the Union, to be thus publicly ex* 
|jibited as fellow-witneflTes of their own Ihame an^ 
jhe indignities offered their country, without the 

jSower, 



I40 GAZETTE SELECTIONS. 

power, OP even the courage, to rcfent them. But he 
could not believe it poffible that the Committee 
would purfue a courfe fo pregnant with humiliation ; 
and he confidently perfuaded himfelf that as his 
country had always difplayed her juftice, fo would 
all parts of the Houfe unite on this occafion to con* 
"wnce the world that her fortitude and firmnefs were 
ecjual to her juftice. 

This debate on the anfwer to the fpccch, Ihocking 
as it may appear, lafted during eleven days, and was 
finally clofcd on the ift of June, To infert fuch a 
debate as this at length is impoflSible, and, if it were 
poffible, it would be very far from adding to the va- 
lue of this work. Some of the fpeeches indeed^ thoie, 
for inftance, of Meffrs. William Smith, Bayard, Otis, 
and fome others, would do honour to any feledlion ; 
but they contain, generally fpeaking, nothing more 
than what had been before faid in the debates re- 
fpcdling the Rrltlfli treaty^ which was fiill the bur- 
den of French complaint, and of oppotition fophiflry, 
mifreprefentation, and clamour. 

I fhall not, therefore, lead the reader through vo- 
lumes of repetition daily doled out in the Houfe ; 
but fhall bring before him fuch parts only of the de- 
bate as will enable him to form a corre(!*l idea of the 
candu6l and the views of the contending parties. If 
he has not been accuftomed to read the debates of, 
Congrefs, he will be furprifed at the variety of fub- 
jefts dragged into this debate ; but if he has, he will 
look upon the incongruous jumble as a matter of 
courfe^ 



- JUpvingftoTiy Reprefentative of New-York, fpoke 
Aree hours. He did not addrefs himfelf to the rea- 
fbn or the paflions, but to the patience of his hearers, 
^ich he at laft completely overcame. This young 
gentleman feeras to be a kind of pharifee in politics, 

and 
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and to believe that patriotifin confifts in much Ipeak- 
ing. When the merits of an orator are to be mea- 
fured by the page or the column, I do not helitate to 
affirm that Mr. Livingflon will be counted the Ci- 
cero of his day. 

His fpeech was an inflated repetition of the argu- 
ments of Mr. Nicholas. He introduced a number of 
long quotations as applicable to the fubjedi as an ex- 
tradt from the life and adventures of Robinfon Cru- 
foe would have been. He muft, however, be al- 
lowed the merit of having introduced one topic which 
others had but flightly touched upon ; I mean the 
impreffmeni of American feamen by the Britijk. If any 
one wants to know how this could poflibly be dragged 
into the debate, he muft alk the honourable member 
hiiufelf ; for I imagine that it would be impoffible for 
any one elfe to guefs at it even. 

He aflerted (and the alTertion is a very good crite- 
rion of his candour and veracity) that tlioufands of 
American feamen had been imprefled by the Britifti. 
He was contradided by Mr. Harper, w ho replied to 
feveral of his miftatements in. a very fpirited manner ; 
and, with refpe6l to the impreired feamen, obferved, 
that, in contradidlion to this, he could produce very 
good authority ; being no lefs than that of the gentle- 
man himfelf. He was appointed Chairman of the 
Committee to report on the fubjedl ; and, after an 
inquiry of feveral months , the refult ftood thus : 
American feamen imprefled, 42 

Natives of Britain, 1 2 

Foreigners, 26 

Country unknown, 17 

Total "97 
This he thought a fufficient reply to tlie gentle- 
man's ftatement *. Mr. 

* It is not improper to obferve here, that we have an account 
(fent by the captains of ieveiai veflels) of upwards of nine hundred 

American 
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Mr. Harper lollowed ntxt, and, in a long, elo- 
quent, and animated (peech, expoledali the proje<'l8 
of France and her partifans. It is inipolliblc to give 
an abridgment of this fpeech. • 

Giles came next. He fct out with reprobating the 
pradlioe of the Houfe's anfwering the Pielidcut's 
fpeech ; or, at leaft, he wifhed the Committee of 
rules and orders to be direded to make ow^Jland- 
ing anjwer thiit would ftand regularly lorali tpeeches ! 
This propofition of the gentleman from Virginia puts 
me in mind of a pra6\ice that has been long in ufe on 
negro plantations : they have, Sir, a ready-made coffin^ 
iijto which every unhappy flave is put as toon as the 
breath is out of his body. He is then carried and 
toiled into a bole, and \kit Jianding coffin that is to 
fland regularly for all corpfes, is returned back to its 
place till death calls it forth into ule. This utenfil 
of degraded mortality alternately contains the vi(5iims 
of the pleurify, the fever, hunger, and the lalb : it 
is the vehicle of the old and the young, of the long 



American feamen being thromi into the French and Spanifli pri* 
fons. Two hundred and feven have adhiallv been exchanged naith 
the Britijb as prifoners of war / And yet Mr. Livingfton has the 
boldnefs to fay, that the impieiTment of American feamen is an 
aggreifion peculiar to England ! Some of our feamen the Frendi 
have whipped, others they have manacled^ and there is every rea- 
ibn to believe that, ere now, feme of them, fent from Porto Rico to 
the Cape, have been hanged, only for defending themfelves in a 
mofi heroic manner againil three times their ilrength. Mr. L. it 
very willing to put up with all this, I know ; but I can aflure him 
that the people of this country are not. He may revive the Britilh 
depredations as often as he pleafes by way of a counterpoife with 
thofe of France ; but every one knows that Great Britain has re* 
leafed from French gaols (in exchange for French prifoners of war) 
above three times the number of Americans that fhe ever imprejfedi 
and that, inftead of carrying on a piratical war againft our com* 
merce, (lie convoys our fliips to protect them againft our allies^ 
whom, with all due fubmiifion, I prefume, we may now begin to 
call the common enemy % 

and 
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and the fliort, of the thick and the thin, of the fat and 
the lean. To be of fuch general and conftant utihty, 
its dimenfions are obliged to be fuitcd to the largeft 
poffible fiature, and, of courfe, it does not fit once 
out of a thoufand times. So, I am afraid, it would 
be with any flanding anfwer to the fpeeches of the 
Prefidcnt that the gentleman and his friends could 
poflibly frame. 

Had the gentleman propofed to frame ftanding 
fpeeches and replies for every fubjedt that comes be- 
fore the Houfe, the propofition (hould have had 
my moft hearty aflent. The wifdom of the rulers 
would then, Itrufl, protect us from fpeeches of three 
hours long, from quibbling more ofFcnfive than the 
chatter of the roguifh jackdaw, and from repetition 
more irkfome than the monotonous fong of the 
cuckoo. 

Mr. Giles thought proper (for. what reafon he beft 
can tell) to preface his obfervations by an attempt to 
prove that there is not, nor ever was, a French fac-- 
tion in this country. He went back fo far as the 
time of Genet, and infifted that he was univerfally 
reprobated. If Mr. Giles had faid, that Genet was 
reprobated by every honeft man and friend to the 
Government, he would have been nearly right ; but 
he muft hate a tery poor opinion of the memory of 
his hearers, to pretend that Genet had no party to 
juHify his condudt. As long as the name of Dallas 
Ihall be remembered (which may be indeed but a 
little while, unlefs he changes fides), fo long will it 
be recolledted that Genet did not want a friend. 

But I will not confine myfelf to a folitary inftance. 
Several of the daily papers, Bache's in particular, 
openly defended the condudl of Genet, and as openly 
reprobated that of the Federal Gx)vernment. Genet's 
great offence was committed in the latter part of the 
fummer of 1793, and on the 6th February, 1794, 
*' the true, republican, the injured patriot, Citizen 

Genet,'' 
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Genet/' was toafled by very numerous companies 
in almoft every feaport town from N. Hampfliire to 
Georgia. At many of thefe republican feflivals, mi- 
litary companies allifted, cannons were fired ; and 
at Plnladelphia the Governor of Pennfylvania liim- 
felf was one of the convives. Thcfe, Mr. Giles, are 
no proofs of umverjal reprobation. I know well that 
his partifans dropped off from him when they found 
him recalled, and when they found the current of 
public opinion turning againfl: him ; but this proves 
the bafencfs of the French fadlion, without going a 
ftep towards difproving its exiftence. 

In tracing down the hiftory of this no-exiftiflg 
fadlion (as he wifhed it to be believed), it was fome- 
thing odd that he fhould entirely overlook Fauchet 
and his flour-merchants ; . " the very peaceable re- 
union inBraddock's field/' and the ** few thoufands 
of dollars'^ with which France " could have deter-' 
mined on a civil war or peace*" — all this Mr. Giles 
quite forgot ; and he feems to have forgotten Citizen 
Blunderbufs's interference in the eledlion, and the fac- 
tion, or rather gang, by which he was fupported. 
The gentleman is young, and young men are not 
apt to be fo forgetful. Confcious of his own purity, 
I fuppofe he cannot bring himfelf to believe others 
corrui)ted. Taken up with the innocent labours of 
the field, on which he *^ depends for Jidfiffence^'* he 
ran hardly conceive that there is any fuch thing as 
treachery in the world. 

However, though Mr. Giles's innocence, or fome- 
thing clfe, may prevent him from believing in the 
exiftence of this traitorous faciion, the people at 
large not only believe in its exiftence, but plainly 
perceive its manoeuvres and its object ; and, I will 
add, whether it pleafe Mr. Giles or not, that they 
arc refolvcd to defeat it. 

Tlic French fadlion are now endeavouring by all 
means in the world topciUiade the people that theye 

is 
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IS no TucK thing;' jutt as.Fok aind.his crew, wiflied 
to perfuade the people of England that fhrfc Were no 
plots againft the (government, at the very • moment 
that the dembcrats were fhooting at the King, 

The gentleman obferved that he depended, on his 
farm for his fubjijience ; that wheat was fallen, in con- 
fequence of the Britifh treaty, from Jfburteen to fevcn 
Ihillings a bufhel ; and that 'he w^s afraid of a war 
with France, becaufc its cotifequenccs would be a 
clofer connexion with Gredt Britain. 

I was never more furprifed than when ITieard thgft 
Mr. Giles depended trpoi^ his fam^ for fubfiftcncc, 
having always underfroodthat he ^i^^ldrjoyeri atjd 
knowing befides, that he received afbbfit'a'thoufanll 
dollars annually for his attendance tti jCorigreis. 

That wheat has fallen froin'fourtiifeWto feven fliif- 
lings a bufhel is more than f know ; but, if it bfe 
really fo, how, in the name of all that is Iquibbling,. 
can it be attributed to the Britifh treaty ? One caufe 
of the fall of grain is, the return of plenty in Europ^. 
At the time the treaty agitated the Union there was a 
famine, or nearly fo, in feveral of the countries of 
Europe ; that is no longer the cafe ; the markets 
there as well as here have fallen one half. The other 
caufe of the fall of produpe is, the depredations of 
the French. I know !Mr. G. will fay (as indeed he 
did fay) that thefc depredations originated in confe^- 
quence of the Britilh treaty, which may be true ; but 
to bring this' forward as a proof of the injuftice or im- 
policy of that treaty, certainly required more bi*afe 
than I thought any Airierican was bleflfcd with* 
Stippofc any impudent fcoundrel were to meet Mr. 
6. in the ftreet, and knock him down for having madls 
a fpccch three hours long ; would not Mr. G. think 
it venr ftrange if he were told it was his own fault; 
that he iOiould not have made the fpeech, and all 
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would have been well with him ? ** Look^ Sir,^ 
faid a (bldier to his Captain, *^ the drill fergeant has 
broken my head becaufe I fquinted/* — " It is your 
own fault, my lad/' replied the Captain, *^ you ihould 
not Iquint/* Such exaAly is the logic of Citizen 
Giles. 

Belides, as to the fall of wheat and flour, whatever 
it may be with Mr. Giles, who depends on his farm 
for fubliflence, I can affure him it is no calamity to 
the people in general ; and that he could not have 
made a more unfortunate obje6lion to the treaty. 
Citizens, you know that you long complained of the 
dearnefs of bread, at the fame time that you execrated 
the Britifh treaty. You mufl: all remember this. 
Well, now take notice : your adorer Mr* Giles, a 
^member of Cohgrefs, now complains of this very 
treaty, becaufe // has made bread cheap ! ! 

As to a clofer connexion with Britain^ the firft cout 
'fequence of a war with France, I mufl confefs Mr. 
tJues was perfe6Hy right. Such a connexion woul4 
.be inevitable ; will be dictated by policy, by na- 
ture, ancf by necefBty ; and, whatever Mr. Giles may 
think, it is moft fincerely wifhed for by a vafl: ma- 
jority of the people, even of thofe whofe voice he 
declared he adored. 

Mr. Cpit faid, he thought th^t part of the fifth pa- 
ragraph which related to the Executive Dirc<Story 
would be Icfs exceptionable, and equally convey 
their difapprobation of fuch fcntiments if it were ex- 
prefTed more generally, and without any alluiion 
to M. Barras. He propofed, therefore, to firike 
out from "at" in the fourth line of the fifth pa- 
ragraph, to ^* United States ** in the feventh 
Jine, and to infert ^* any fenfiments tending to dc- 
y rogate from ttfat confidence; fuch fentiments, 
^* wherever entertained, fcrvc to evince an imperfect 

^< knowledge 



** knowledge of the real opinion of 6Xxt conflitu- 
*^ ents*." 

Mr, Giies feconded the motion ; but wifhed it to 
extend farther, as he did not know what was meant 
by the expreffion " to feparate them from them-. 
** felves. * 

Mr. ff^. Smith objedled i6 the anlcndrhenl of the 
gentlem^in from Connedlicut (Mr. Colt), becaufe it 
was hypothetical. He wiflied, as the fadl was 
clearly eftablilhed, to have a diredl reference to the 
^ech of Barras in their indignation of the fcnti* 
ments. As the matter had appeared of fufiicient im-^ 
portance to find a place in the Prefident^s fpeech, he 
thought it was alfo worthy of their notice. He- in- 
fified upon its being an attempt to divide the people* 
of this country from their. Government, by Ipeaiing' 
infultingly of the latter, and flattering the former. 
He did not exadlly know what was meant by the 
** fuggeftion of the former tyrants,*' but he fuppbifed 
it meant bribery y and that by *^ perfidious people,*^ 
General Walhington was included. 

Air. Nicholas was in favour of the amendment. 
He denied that the fuggeftion could mean bribery^ ot 
that infidious perfons could include General Wajhing-* 
ion. He hoped the gentleman would not thus make 
it his bufinefs to hunt up for infults. As to the ex- 
preffions of Government and People, they werc^'cer* 
tainly one, and could not be divided. The Ameri*** 
can Government was the people of the United States ; 
and if thc^remainder of this ofFenfive addrefe was at- 
tended to, it would be feen that the French- Go- 



* The reader will perceive that this was a moft bafe trick ofCoif^ 
to avoid all offence to the infernal defpots. ** Tbe fetitiments ex* 
•* frejed ty the French DireHory^^ was thus changed for •' any fenti* 
•* ments, nktherever entertained !**— The poor fallen creatures were 
afraid, not only to refent the infult| but even to poiut out the power, 
by whom they had been infulted. 

1. 2 vernment 
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verrunent and tbe French people were ufed as fyno* 
nimous terms. He allowed that fpeech alluded to 
was one of the moft foolifh things he had ever leen, 
but he could find no ferious caul'e of offence in it, 
. Mr. W. Smith faid, that by the Government the 
Executive only was meant. He was convinced of 
thi& from the manner in which he had feen the word 
tfcfed in the French Grovernment paper, intitled th^ 
Redadleur. 

Mr. CoU believed that whatever M. Barras had laid,> 
it was not worth their attention. We might defy 
Frapce or Frenchmen to fay worfe of us than they; 
faid of themfelves. He did not himfelf know how 
far thq fpeech of Barras was an ac?: of Government : 
for, faid. he, when we directed our Speaker to repre- 
hend Randal and Whitney, the words he ufed upon 
tKe occafion were not an zB. of the Houfe. On ano- 
ther occafion when: the Houfe were about to re- 
qcivc the French flag, they could not call what was ^ 
&id .1^ the Speaker on that occafion, an ad of the 
Houfe. 

Mtr.' Williams faid, if Mr. Pinckney's letter was an 
authentic paper, tbe fpeech of Barras was likcwife fb ; 
and if fo, it was doubtlefs an indignity on Govern- 
ment. He did not think with the gentleman from 
Maff^chufetts (Mr* Freeman) that it was '* childifh 
g^Qonade.'' He believed it was intended as an infult 
on tlie.Government of this country. 

JkTr. Gordon faid there could be no doubt of the 
authenticity of Barras's fpeech, fince it flood upon 
the fame ground as the refl of the documents. It waq 
a flagrant infult upon Government, in his opinion, 
and warranted all that had been faid upon it, as it 
was. doubtlefk an attempt to feparate the people from 
the Government. 

Mr. Thatcher faid the queilion was, whether or 
not any notice fhoald be taken of the infulting fpeech 
of Barrp. When, faid he, the French flag was 

prefented 
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prcfcnted to this Houfe, we were told, we were not to 
ftop to reafon, but to exprefe forthwith our feelings 
of afFe6lion ; but now, when the moft unexampled 
infult is offered to us, fuch as one man would not 
receive from another, wc are not to notice it at all, left 
it fliould offend the French Republic. He knew of 
only one reafon for paffing it over in lilence, and 
that, it was true, had fome weight with him. That 
Barras fpoke as the organ of the French natioi^ there 
could be no doubt ; but he had his doubts whether 
he knew him/elf what he /aid. The fpeech had ftrong 
marks of inebriation, and he believed that, when he 
delivered it, he was either drunk or mad. 

After a pretty long debate, the queftion was put 
on this bale amendment of Coifs, and, dilgraceful 
to relate ! there appeared 49 for it and 49 againft 
it, when the Chairman, Dent (as complete a Janus 
as Dayton) declared it carried in the affirmative. 

One would have thought, that the anfwer was 
now tame enough ; but fo thought not Mr. Dayton 
(the Speaker), who moved to ftrike out the words, 
•* We are happy to learn that frefh attempts at 
^* negotiation will be commenced : rior can we too 
ftrongly exprefs our lincere defire that an ac- 
commodation may take place, on terms com- 
patible with the rights, intereft, and honour of 
our nation." — This tone was not fufficiently hum- 
ble for Mr. Dayton, and he therefore propofed an 
amendment in the following words : — ^' We there- 
" fore receive, with the utmofl: fatisfadtion, your 
** information that a frefh attempt at negotiation 
** will be inftituted, and we cherifh the hope that 
" ■ a mutual fpirit of conciliation, and a difpofition 
** on the part of the United States to place France 
^* on grounds as favourable as other cowitries in her 
** relation and connexion with us, will produce an 
" accommodation compatible with the engage-^ 
** ments, rights, and honour of our nation." 

I. 3 Mr. 
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, Mtr JV. Smith thought this amendment the fame 
.in fubfiance as that which had been negatived^ and 
if fo, it was out of order. 

Mr. Nicholas faid, the gentleman might ^tisfy 
liimfelf it was not the fame with his, as it woula 
not give occafion to all the petty objedlions he had 
brpught againft it. 

, . Mr. Dayton hoped the gentleman from South 
Carolina would take a more manly ground of op- 
pofition to his amendment than the one he had fug^' 
gefted. The amendment was not the fame as the 
one rejected; it was not introduced in the fame 
part of the addrefs, nor would it require to be re* 
comqaitted to be inferted. He would alfo find that 
fome gentlemen would vote for this, who put their 
negative upon the other ; if this would not fatisfy 
Jthe gentleman, he believed the Chairman would. 

The Chairman declared the motion in order. 

Mr. Thatcher called upon the mover to fiate in 
what this motion difTered from that which was re- 
medied. . ; 

Mr. Dayton faid, that this motion contained a 
principle not found in the report of the Committee^ 
viz. to place France in as favourable a fituation as 
other countries, hoping that this will be the means 
of accommodation. He wifhed this fentiment in- 
ferted in the letters of credence of the envoys ; yet 
he wifhed he might not he charged with ftanding 
on forbidden ground. If this fentiment were not 
inferted in the addrefs, he fhould look upon it with 
pcrfedl indifference. He would have propofed this 
amendment, if he had not met with a fecdnd. He 
was defirous of prefer ving peace with the French 
Jlepublic upon any terms fhort of the lofe of our 
independence. The gentleman from Maflachufetts 
\i70uld fee the difference betwixt the two motions. 

Mr. W. Smith fpoke at confiderable length agamf): 
this ^ineodmqnt. He faid nol^ody would objedl to 

putting 
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Satting France upon as good a footing as Great 
ritain^ if ftic was not fo; but he believed Ihe 
was now in a better fituation, and that^ therefore^ 
ihe would not confent to be placed on the fame 
footing with Great Britain. He obje(5^ed to it alfo, 
becaufe it held out an idea that reconciliation could 
oiriy be had through the Houfe, and becaufe it 
would be an interference with the Executive. He 
dwelt upon each of thefe objections at confiderable 
length; and upon his faying that it was poflible, if 
the Executive fliould think it right not to comply 
with the diredlion of the Houfe, it might be made 
the ground of impeachment, Mr. Dayton inter- 
rupted him, by infifting upon it, that no fuch con^- 
flru6tion could be put upon his amendtnent. Mr. 
S. begged to differ in opinion, and continued his 
obje6tions. 

Mr. Swanwick took a view of the advantages which 
France was faid to enjoy over other countries with 
refpeft to bringing prizes into our ports, and faid 
that they no longer exifted. He took notice of a 
,iia<Si: related by Mr. W. Smith, refpefting a French 
prize being brought into Charlefton, and denied that 
there was any favour done to the French in the bu- 
finefs, but the contrary. France, he faid, fuifered 
material injury from the Britifh treaty, and there 
needed to be no appreheniion of their refufing to be 
put on the fame ground with other nations. He 
jeprobated the idea of being denied the privilege of 
giving an opinion to the Executive, and faid there 
was no expreflion in the anfwcr which echoed to that 
in the fpeech, with refpedt to a willingnels toretradt 
error, which the Senate bad carefully reverberated. 
If gentlemen were fincere in their wifhes for peace 
with France, he could not fee how they could objedt 
to the amendment. Why fay peace ought not to be 
made, except redrefs was received for fpoliations ? He 
had himfelf fuffered very maUrially in tois rpipeft, as 

h 4 well 
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w^U as many of his confiiiuftiiSy and he felt, of 
CDurfe, as ardent a wifli that they fhould be paid 
for as other gentlemen ; but he- did not thif)V it 
V^ould be good policy to go to war, if iktfafo^^iom 
was refufed. This would be probably to rilk; the 
lofs of a pound for the fake of gaining a penny* 
Befides, it might be, that when thefe claims c^me. 
to be fettled, France (like Britain with rel!]pe6t to 
Virginia debts) might bring charges againfl: us, and 
fp fettle the account. He was wiUing to leave tb^t 
l?ufine(s to be fettled by the Executive *. 

Mr. Dayton had till now been of opiniopj that, 
however members differed abt)ut the mode of doing. 
it, there were none who did not wifh to place, 
' France upon the fame footing with other natiojaa 
in refpedl to treaties. He thought the difpute ba(J. 
been about words, not about fubllance. He bopedr 
ip the remarks he fhould make, he ihould be px- 
cufed from arraigning the French Republic like ^ 
oriminal at their bar, not only with crimes com- 
ipitted againft the interefts of the United States, 
But alfo with thofe faid to be committed againft the 
different Batlo:^ls of Europe, with whofe political 
connexion we have, nothing to do, and for which 
they would not certainly thank us ; to fay to themj 
Ypu'have enflaved this country, and deceived into 
Yaffalage another, were not very pleafant afTertipns-^ 
9Bd thi^ to bq faid alfo oi fovereign nations as inde^' 

r^. .«••■■■ • 

?> '♦ To look at this man,' and to have oriels mind filled with that 
aflbciatiori ot ideas that the fight of him inevitably produces, what 
muft a man of hoaour and honedy feel at bearing himfelf called 
Bis cbnftituent f 

•*'Theklea that France might have claims on this country fimilar 
to the Virginia d^tbts, is, I believe, original. The gentleman^ 
howetef, was ^lyilling to leave thatbufinefs to be fettled by the Ex* 
ccutive. Yes, there is no doubt that 'Mr. Swanwick is willing la 
U^^jh'c paying of debts to any body that will be kmd.gjiovigh {j^ 
uHde#takcip. ^ . f i,- 
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pendent as w^, at a time when the reprejmtatlves of 
thofe nations were accredited, and received amongft 
us ; and not only received, bqt permitted to iit 
\vithin our walls, and lijien to our debates *. 



* This alludes to the eloquent fpeech of Mr. Harper, in which 
he called the King of Spain '* the humble tvajjal of France. ^^ 

A cenfure on a member of Congrefs for fpeaking freely of a 
foreign nation, nxjhile her " agent was listening to ths 
DEBATE," would have difgraced almofl any one except Mr. Day- 
tpn- It wias very natural, after having propofed a meafure that 
will expofe him to eternal reproach^ to wifh to lock up the mouths 
Qi his opponents. 

What will be faid of the independence of America, of the liberty 
of opinion and of fpeech, when it Ihall be told in Europe, that, 
even in Congrefs, a man cannot fpeak the plain truth unccnfured 
by the Speaker? When Mr. Harper called the King of Spain the 
bumble vajfal of France, he called him no more than he is called 
by the whole world. If the world is miftaken, if he be not the 
vaiTal of the French, but has formed an alliance with them for his 
own intereft, he isfomething ten thotifand times worfe than a vaflal ; 
for what can equal the bafenefs of a King, who can voluntarily 
join hands with thofe who have fworn, and who annually fwear, 
a hatred t6 royalty ; who have vowed deflrudVion to all kings, and 
have begun the career with the murder of the head of his own 
family? — Whether, therefore, the King of Spain be a vaflal of 
the infoient Republic, or their willing ally, he is entitled to but 
little refpedt from any body, and particularly from members of 
Congrels, who, if they are not as degraded as he, muft at this time 
feel indignation at his condu6t. 

But we will fuppofe, for a moment, that it is not proper for 
members of Congrefs to call reflexions on foreign nations: what 
will the mild, and gentle, and lovely Mr. Dayton fay to his own 
language with refpe6l: to the King of Great Britain ? If I am not 
miftaken, he called King George a monjiet^ 2tXiA^ Jea^robher! 
Did the decent Mr. Dayton look about him at that time to fee 
if the Britifli Minifter was prefent ? During this very debate no left 
than four of Mr. Dayton*s party (vulgarly called the French 
faSlion) have launched tonh into the bittereft inve<Etives againft 
Great Britain, on her poverty, her 'weak and degraded ftate. 

Even Mr. Swan wick, an Englifh , attempted a witticifm 

on the ftopp «ge of' payment at her Bank, when, moftaflfu redly, 
he would have d^ne well to look to a like Jioppage elfe^where^ 
Thefc gentlemen all feem to look upon Great Britain as a relati^Ui 
^nd therefore entitled to lefs ceremony than other powers. 

IF 
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If the queflion were, into what balance of the. 
powers of Europe we fliould be caft, as a make- 
weight, fuch obfervations might be pertinent ; but 
as he conceived the queftion related to the mainle- 
ijance of the peace of this country, he could not 
fee how fuch remarks could apply. He hoped he 
fhould not be accufed of a want of fpirit, if he did 
not fpeak of war as a paftime — of conquering coun- 
trie.&, as if it were only to overruri them to make 
them our own ; or if he did npt talk of bucklipg 
on our armour, and of 4ying in the loft ditch. To 
him it appeared better to exprefs ourlelvcs with a 
becoming fpirit of refentment, without ufing the 
Tage of a madman. It was not neceflary to crouch 
to any nation ; but he wifhed to a6l as if he wifhed 
for peace, apd not to ft^nd in the polition o( gladia^ 
forsj and found the trumpet of defiance *• 

He could fay that he felt the full force of the in- 
dignity offered to this country in the difmiflal of 
our Minifler. He did not hear with coolnefs, " You 
fhall repeal this ^61, you (hall annul this decree, 
before we will have any communication with you/' 
When he heard this language, even from the Re- 



* Mr. Dayton's railing againft gl^Jiators^ while his own arm 
was flretched out and his tift clenched, ^was diverting enough. Hq 
has indifputably the mofl vulgarly menacing attitude and coun- 
tenance of any man in that floufe. He always looks as if he were 
going to bite at fomethine. So uniyerfal has this remark been, 
that a pamphleteer, who wrote againfl m^ fome timp ago, coa>- 
pared him to ^/nap-turtle. 

* I never liked Mr. Dayton Jtnce his confijcating motion, and 
now I hate him. In my La ft Will and Teftament 1 had left hin^ 
the very legacy that is left to Mr. Muhlenberg: a friend of 
mine wifhed me to alter my will, which I did ; but it was an aft 
that contravened the dictates of my confci^nce ; for I believed 
then, what. every 6ne now knows, that he was much more dcferv-* 
jng of the legacy, than his predeceflTor. This amendment has thit 
merit ; it has completely unveiled a mzn^ whofe principles a great 
inany good people were in doubt about. 
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public of France, he felt as an American^ but he 
acknowledged a fpirit of conciliation ; and a fenfe of 
gratitude (not yet extinguifhed) led him at leafl: to 
moderate, if not to extinguifh, this refentment. 
The recoUecSlion of benefits received, wolild lead 
him to iay to them : " Frenchmen, you were our 
** firft and beft allies, when the country we called 
*^ our mother, endeavoured to reduce us to unoon* 
** ditional fubjeflion ; Avhen every natioil ihrunk 
from us, you, people of France (or, if gentlemen 
like it better, your Monarch), fupported us : — ^yoa 
reached out a helping hand for our proteAion.-— 
^^ You at that time entered into a treaty with us } 
if it now operate hardly upon you, take it back} 
what you liberally granted to us in 1778^ is le^ 
*^ flored to you in 1797: as it is, in your opinion 
'^ at leafl, a fource of difquietude, you ihall be 
'^ admitted to all the favours of the Britifh treaty 
*' of 1794; neutral fhips fhall not make neutral 
^' goods; the lift of contraband articles and the 
** provifion article in that treaty, fliall be yours, 
•* and inferted in your new code.*' 

Mr. Harper rofe to fay a few words in anfwer to 
the iniinuations of the gentleman laft up ; particu* 
larly as to the terms gladiator and madman. He 
laid, that it was nothing new to bear indecent in- 
jlinuations from that gentleman, and that he would 
leave it to the Committee which of the two, that 
member or himielf, a£led moft the part of a gladia- 
tor, either on that floor or out of doors. 

Mr. Dayton TcpcsAedf that all he had faid was, 
that he fhould not take the poflure of a gladiator ; 
why did the member fuppofe there was any allufioa 
to him ? 

Mr. Harper faid, he collected this fron^ the gen- 
tlemaq's manner, and the obfervations which pre« 
ceded and followed the expreflion. He ihould 
pot remark on the ipsputatioq of indecency thrown 

upo^ 
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upon thofe members who had thought it proper to 
make allufions to the lituation of foreign nations. 
Neither would he ever, for his part, fuficr himfelf 
to be trammelled by the appearanoe of any foreign 
minifters on the floor ; and if the gentleman thou^t 
their prefence ought to be the leaft reftraint on the 
freedom of fpeech in that Houfe, he pitied his igno- 
ranee mid his weaknefs. 

Mr.- W. Smith faid, the doftrine of checks held; 
as it refpedled laws which were palTed by the three 
branches of Government, but had nothing to do 
with bufinefs that belonged only to on'e or two of 
the branches ; for inftance, that Houfe had no right 
to check the Prefident in duties which the conflitu- 
tion had rcpofed in him. But the gentleman from 
New-Jcrfey had introduced a new check ; a check 
en the freedom of fpeech^ when particular characters 
were prefent. He did not expert to have heard any 
foch obfervation, particularly from the quarter from 
whence it came. Mr. Smith Taid, members were not 
to be called to account for what fell from them on that 
floor, and he hoped a remark of the kind would never 
again be made. He was not at a lofs to know the 
motive for all the anxiety whidti appeared for the 
pafling of this amendment. The French had never 
alked for what was propofed to be granted to them ; 
he would undertake to fay they had refufed. Mr. 
S. fliowed by the correfpondence betwixt Mr. Ran* 
dolph and Mr. Adqt, that there had been a perfecSt 
willingnefs, on the part of our Executive, to make 
alterations in the exifting treaty with that nation, 
agreeably to tlmr wijhes^ and that it was not owing /d 
any thing pn our faris that it was not done *• 

All 



■' * This avowal is certainly very difgraceful to the United States; 
but it is, neverthelefs, true. The federal Government did Hand 
ready to alter the treaty with France,* agrecahk to the nj^ijlm of the 

latter * 
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All that could be faid for the prefent amendment 
\vas, that it was lefs bad than the one negatived, as 
there was not a fingle word in this which altered 
the fenfe from the other. He repeated the pro-* 
priety of making a ftipulation for the payment of 
our twelve millions of lols by Spoliations, which, if 
the French were not able to pay in money, ' they 
might pay in fhips of war and frigates. He did 
not wifh France to be put upon the fame footing 
with other countries, becaufe there were flipulations 
in fome of our treaties, which he fhould not wifh 
to fee in a French treaty ; for inftance, in ouf 
treaty with Sweden there was an article which had 
produced great inconvenience. He meant the em- 
bargo article. There was an article alfo in thd 
treaty with Spain, which, though it may not be in- 
jurious as it relates to that country, he fhould be 
forry to fee inferted in a French treaty. In the i6th 
article of that treaty, the Spaniards were allowed to 
tafae great liberties with our vcflels; when their 
fliij^»of war, in want of provifions, meet any of our 
veffels, they are allowed to take out of them fuch 
necellaries as they fiand in need of, for which they 
give a receipt, to be paid by their government 
agents. This liberty he ihould not like to have 
given to French veffels, that they might take pro- 
viiions from ours, in exchange for a hit of paper. 
There was alfo an article in our treaty with Algiers, 
the 12th, which he would not have inferted in a 
French treaty, viz. " that a citizen found on board 



latter f and this is brought forward as fomethlDg in juftificatioii 
of the cendudt of that Government ! Did ever a Government 
before make a merit of fuch condefcenfion ? Can fuch a Govern- 
ment be faid to adminifler the affdrs of an independent 
nation f 
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*' an American veflel, having no paflport, Ihall h& 
" confidered as lawful prize^,'* 

It was very extraordinary that gentlemen were 
continually calling the Britifti treaty a bad one, and 
ftill they wiftied the French to be put upon the 
lame footing with the Britifli, He would rather 
give them an equivalent in fome other way. The 
gentleman from Pennfylvania, Gallatin, had wifhed 
the Committee to rally round the Jtandard of peace 
(by which he meant the amendment before them). 
This put him in mind of the fiory of a recruiting 
fergeantj who was beating up for recruits, when the 
Prince of Wales was a little boy, and who feeing 
fome boys playing at marbles, in order to feduce 
them, faid they would have nothing to do but 
flay at marbles with the Prince. He doubted not 
every Member in that Committee wifticd for peace ; 
but he trufled they had too much difcernment thus 
to be taken in. 

Mr. Gallatin faid, one of the obfervations made* 
by the gentleman laft up, he could not aflent to ; 
he did not believe they were all defirous of peace ; 
for, if he muft exprefs bis opinion, he did not be- 
lieve that gentleman wi/ked for peace. Mr. G. drew 
this conclufion from the variety of contradictory 
objections which he had urged againft the amend* 
ment. To prove that our Executive wilhed to have 
remedied the grievances complained of in the 
Britifti treaty, he had read letters which palled be- 
tween the French Minifter and the Secretary of 
State, in July, 1795. But it was faid this amend- 



, * This would, indeed, found rather odd to men accuftomed 
to be C3[\tii/onf€reigns. Tp iilakc a poor fovereign a lawful prizt 
would be a (hocking thing ; but, let it be recollected, that the 
Algerine treaty fubjedls him to the rilk, — What a farce it is 
then to talk about a fovereign people ! — a fovereign people, any 
one of whom may be made a lawful prize, like a box or a package! 

i ment 
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tnent was big with danger, as it would giv6 to 
France certain provifions granted in treaties with 
other powers which it is not defirable Ihe fhould 
have. An article in the Swedilh treaty was men^ 
tioned, but gentlemen Ihould recoiled): that it was 
an article of reciprocity ; we have the fame right in 
a Swedifh port that Swedes have in ours; and as he 
had he^rd great complaints about embargoes on 
pur veffels in French .ports, if an article of this 
fort were agreed upon, it would be a great advan- 
tage to us. < The next objedlionablc article was 
one in the Spanifti treaty, allowing fhips of war in 
diftrefSy to take out provifions from our veflels, on 
giving a receipt. This, . Mr. G. faid, was allowed 
by the law of nations, if there had been no provi- 
fion of the kind in the treaty, which only provided 
the manner of paying for what was taken. As to 
the treaty with Algiers, he could fee no connexion 
between that a?id the treaties in queftion ; yet, even in 
that treaty, free bottoms were allowed to make free 
goods *. Befides, Mr. G. obferved, this addrels was 



* Only obferve the perverfenefs, the impudence, the bafencfs, 
of this nian. The treaty with Algiers makes American citizens, the 
fovereign citizens of America, if without a paifport, lawful prize, 
" Veiy true,'* fays he, " but in this treaty Jre^ bottoms are allovied 
to make free goods ;** and thus it appears that this hagard-looking 
republican patriot is more anxious that the American flag fhould 

Sote6t French goods frona feizure by the Englifli, than that it 
ould protect American citizens from the dungeons and the 
chains of Algiers ! 

The perverfe villains, who flill keep harping on the Britifh 
treaty, know that it is a good treaty for America, and a much 
more advantageous one than they had any reafon to expedt ; but 
Frande bids them clamour. They flill perfifl in faying that this 
treaty ** allcwi the Bntifli to feize- enemy's goods in American 
bottoms,'' though it has been ten thoufand times proved, that 
there is no allovoln^ in the cafe, that Great Britain had the 
right, and exercifed it too, previous to the treaty ; that it is a 
r^bt eflablifhed by the law of nations^ and uniformly claimed and 
exercifed by France itfeIf.«-See Cenfor for {^oveml^er, 1796. 

to 
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to be fent to our Executive, who l^new vety well 
what was meant by the expreffion ufed in the 
amendment. He charged gentlemen with endea-* 
vonring to raife the prejudice of members with re- 
fpecft to thie treaty in queftion, in order to get tbeiti 
to rally round the ftandard of oppofition to the 
kmendment. He apologized for having fo ex- 
prbflly charged the gentleman from South Carolina 
with not wifhirig for peace, but did not ibean to 
retra6t jhe expreffion. 

Mr. JV. Smith faid, he wiflied to relieve thrf 
gentleman from the uneafinefs he feemed -■ to feel 
from having made fo direft a charge againft him ; 
but he wbdld tell him, that he did not believe 
(though he had faid fo)j that if the French were not 
Satisfied with the terms offered in this amendment, 
he would be willing to go to war. And now he 
thought the account fettled betweeri them. 

The quefiim on Dayton^s amendment was put, 
and carried, 52 againft 47. 

The Committee now rofc, and the Houfe being 
refumed, the Speaker proceeded to read the amend- 
ments, and to. take the fenfe of the Houfe upon 
each. There were feveral, of a trifling nature, 
which pafled without a divifion ; but thofe of the 
two trimmers, Coit zuADayton, the federalifts were re- 
folved to oppofe inch by inch. The original draught 
of the anfwer contains this paflage: " Knowing, 
.^* as we do, the confidence repofed by the people 
" pf the United States in their Government, wc 
^* cannot hefitate in expreffing our indignation at the 
** fentiments dtfclofed hy the Frejident of the Executrve 
^^ Directory of France, in hisfpeech to the Unifier of the 
*' United States. Such fentiments ferve to difcover 

the imperfedl knowledge which France poflTefles, 

of the real opinions of our conftituents." This the 
Oppofition members thought too pointed^ and there* 

4 fort 
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^re they had propofed and carried the following 
amendment : 

** Any fmtmenis tending to derogate from the 
•* confidence ; fuch fentiments, wherever entertained, 
** ferve to evince an imperfedl knowledge ©f the 
'^ real opinion of our conflituents*/* This cringing 
amendment was carried, 48 againft 46. 

Next came the amendment of Dayton, worded as 
it pafled in the Committee. A motion was made to 
leave this amendment out altogether. This brought 
on a debate, the mod remarkable part of which was 
a fpeech of Mr. S. Smith, who, ih ipeaking of the 
depredations of the French, feemed offended, that, 
•* becaufe one veflel or two were taken by French 
** privateers, we fliould be greatly furprifed -f- !*' 
This motion was loft, and the queftion being takea 
on Dayton's amendment, it was carried, 50 to 49 :{:. 

The 



♦ Thus, " the fentiments difcUfed hy the Prefident of the French 
*^ DireSiory^^ and officially announced to the Houfe as fuch, are 
changed into " any fentiments^ wberenfer e^prejjedy^* left the 
defpots of Paris ihould look upon the paiTage as too pointed /-* 
Such is the " glorious independence*^ of America ! 

f Remenaber, reader, that, after the hundreds ofvejjels that have 
been taken and condemned by the French ; after fome hundreds of 
American feamen h^vebeen exchanged with the Englifli zsprifoners 
of war ; after about a thoufand of them have been confined la 
IFrench jails, where manvof them yet are; after they have been hacked^ 
whipped, kicked, and (et to hard labour, under the la(h of even 
black fellows — remember, I fay, that, after all this, Smith ofBaU 
timore has the tatriotifm to ftand up in Congrefs^ and add nis in- 
fult to thofe 0/ the defpots of Paris, by talking about one or tw^ 
vefTels' taken by French privateers I — ^N.B. It will be dearly 
proved, in the couife of this work, that the veflels of Smith ofBal^ 
timore failed under the proteSiion of the French Government^ while he 
was thus extenuating the depredations committed on the veflels of 
his conftituents. 

X The Teas and Nays were as follows :— Ybas — Meflrs^ Bald- ' 
win, Bard, Blount, Brent, Bryani Cabell, Claiborne, Clay, Clop« 
ton, Dana, Davis, Dawfon, Dent, ^Imendortf, Findley, Fowler, 
N. Freeman, GaUatiny Giles, Gillefpie, Gregg, Hannai Harrifon^ 

VOL. Yi« H Havens, 



i62 GAZETTE SELECTIONS. 

The Daytonian amendment having got the day, • 
and the oppofition having thereby clearly exprefled 
a fettfe of their right and duty to diftate to the Pre- 
lidetit Oti the facr'vfices to he made to France^ Mr^ 
Kittera feemed to think it no more than reafonable, 
that in an anfwer which contained fuch an anxious 
folicitude for the interefts of France, the interefis 
of the people of America ihould not be entirely 
forgotten, and therefore he propofed another 
amendment. 

To get rid of a crooked, infidious queflion of the 
Jewifh fcribes and elders, our Saviour thought 
proper toafk them another queflion : — *' The bap- 
tifm of John, is it from heaven or of men ?'* They 
were alhamed to fay. From heaven, left he fhould 
reply, Why did you not then receive him ? and they 
were afraid to anfwer. From men, left the people 
Ihould ftone them, for all men efteemed John as a 
divine perfon . Our outrageous patriots feem to have 
got into much fuch a dilemma : they are afraid 
to complain of the injuries we have fufFcred from 
France, although they are fo enormous as well as 
notorious, for fear of offending the voracious mon- 
iker, as they pretend, but really becaufe it would 
imply an approval of the conduft of their own 
Government, which they have always oppofed ; and 



"•**■ 



HttVens, HdJmesi Tones, Livingfton, Locke, Lyon, Macon, M*Cle- 
irachan, M^Dowellv Milledge, New, Nicholas, Parker^ Schureman, 
Skinner, S. Sniirh, W. Smith (P. Diflria), R. Sprigg, Sandford, 
Sumpter, Swan wick, A k Trigg, J. Trigg, Van Cortlandt, Var- 
rinm, Venable; R.' Williams. — 50.x 

Nays — Meflrs. Allcn,^ Bacr, Ba3rard, Bradbury, Braokes, Chap- 
ittan.Chaplinj Cochran, Craik, Davenport, Dennis, Egc, Evans, A. 
Koftir, D. Fofter, J. Freeman, Glenn, Goodrich, Gordon, Grlf- 
wold. Grove, Harper, Hartley, Hindman, Hofmer, Imley, Kittc* 
ra, S. Lyman, Machir, Matthews, Morgan, Otis, Sheperd^ Sin* 
nickfon, Sitgreaves, ijer. Smith, N. Smith, W. Smith (Ch.)| 
Thatcher, Thomas, Van Alien, Wadfworth, J. Williams. — 49. 

N. B. Dayton (the Speaker) would^ oi courfe, have beeo- 
amongft the ^eas. 

. 3 *liey 
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they are afraid to be altogether fitent on a fubjedt 
fo interefting to their conflituents, for fear they 
fhould lofe their popularity, and, in cafe of a war 
with France, juftly become the vidlims of popular 
vengeance. 

The worthy member from Pennfylvania, who 
threw out his " Bone to giiavo^^ to the democrats, 
has the thanks of all his fellow-citizens, whofe 
efteem is worth having. If poor Pennfylvania be 
difgraced by a Gallatin > a Swanwick, and a M^Cle- 
nachaii, fhe has a Kittera to balance them. 

Mr. Kittera faid, it appeared to him that the ejc- 
preflion of " mutual fpirit of conciliation," was 
improper, as the paflage of the addrefs now flood, 
without any thing being ilipulated to be done on 
the fart of France. He therefore propofed to add 
the following words, viz. " /<? compenfate for any in^ 
*• jury done to our neutral rights.^'' He was againft 
giving advice to the Prefident as much as any one ; 
but, if they were to give it, he would make it as 
confiflent as poffible; and at the fame time that 
attention was paid to the interefts of France, he 
was not willing to forget our own citizens. After 
fome few words from Mr. Giles and Monlieur 
Gallatin, againft the motion, and from Mr. Bayard 
in favour of it, 

Mr. Nicholas rofe, and with the " iscarmejl fenfi" 
** Mity'^ beaming from his eye*, wilhed gentle- 
men to confider, what a ferious barrier they were 
putting in the way of the peace of the country ; a 
clog, which, if perfifted in, muft lead to war. It 
was poffible, he faid, they (meaning his own party) 
might have carried their zeal too far, but what was 
it to efFe61 ? the peace of the country ; whilft the 
zeal of their opponents led to war. He felt this 



* He has but one^ and that one is a moft villanous gray ey^ j it 
is precifcJy like the eye of a tabby cat. 

M ift queflion 
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quefiion of fo important a nature, and, in his opi- 
nion, fo improper to he decided ^ that he fhould move 
the previotis quefiion upon it. 
- Mr. Sitgreaves faw the difficulty in which gen- 
tlemen were placed, which was, either to abandon 
the claims of their fellow-citizens^ or their own views , 
and he had no doubl in faying that an endeavour 
to get rid of the queilion was an endeavour to 
abandon thofe claims. 



The previous queftion was put and loft, but it 
was loft by four votes only ; and the refult of the 
diviiion clearly proved, that there were forty-eight 
members, out of the hundred who were prefent, 
ready to abandon every claim which their confti- 
tuents had on France. 

The French fadlion having beeq out-generaled by 
Mr. Kittera, were determined to make fuch an attack 
on another part of the anfwer, as Ihould more than 
counterbalance their defeat. When the queftion 
was about to be put on the whole anfwer, as 
amended, Edward Livingfton faid, " that having 
*^ had occafion to exprels his doubts about the pro- 
** priety of the condudl of the Executive towards 
** foreign nations, and not believing it had been 
** jufl and impartial^ not from the fear of offending 
** any foreign nation (as had been infinuated), 
** he was not willing to vote for an addrefs con- 
^* taining words fo exceptionable.** He was fol- 
lowed by Gallatin, who moved ** to ftrike out 
*^ the pafiage which approves of the principles that 
*^ the Government has ailed on^ and which declares 
** the readinefs of the Houfe to give them their mojt 
•^ cordial fupport*^ — Mr. Otis thought there was 
ibmething more artful and iniidious in this attempt 
than in any which had been made in the whole 
bufinefs, as it went to caft a cenfure, not only on 
the Executive, but on all the departments of Go- 

a vernment. 
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vernment. M^. Allen faid he was fure fuch a 
motion could never pafs, while there was a drop of 
American blood in the Houfe, and an American 
accent * to fay no. 

When, however, the queftion was put on this in- 
iblent, this degrading, this infan^ous motion, Mr. 
Allen had the mortification to find, that there 
Vftvcforty-four Americans bafe enough to ^yyea to 
it. There was, neverthelefs, a majority againft 
it ; it was, of courfe, rejected, and the anfwer, in the 
following words, was then put and carried : 



mmmi^m 



Sir, 

The interefting detail of thofe events which have 
Tendered the convention of Congrefs at this time 
indifpenfable (communicated in your fpeech to both 
Houfes), has excited in us the ftrongeft emotions. 
Whilft we regret the occafion, we cannot omit to 
teftify our approbation of the meafure, and to 
pledge ourfelves that no confiderations of private 
inconvenience fliall prevent, on our part, a faith- 
ful difcharge of the duties to which we are called. 

We have conftantly hoped, that the nations of 
Europe, whilft defolated by foreign wars, or con- 
vulfed by inteftine divifions, would have left the 
United States to enjoy that peace and tranquillity 
to which the impartial cofidudt of our Govern- 
ment has entitled us ; and it is now, with extreme 
regret, we find the meafures of the French Republic 
tending to endanger a lituation fo defirable and in- 
terefting to oqr couiitry. 

Upon this occalion we feel it our duty to expreft, 
in the moft explicit manner, the fenfations which 
the prefent crifis has excited, and to affure you of 
our zealous co-operation in thofe meafures which 
may appear necenary for our fecurity or peace. 

I f --• — ' , ■ ■ '1^ 1 I m i n I 1 , ■■ ■ I I P ■ I ■ n il" ; I ■ ' ) 

t Alluding to the bsu'barQus, outlandifh gabble of Gallatio. 

M 3 '• Although 
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Although it is the earneft wifli of our hearts, that 
peace may be maintained with the French Republic, 
and with all the world ; yet we never will furrender 
thole rights which belong to us as a nation ; an4 
whilft we view with fatisfadlion the wifdom, dig- 
nity, and moderation which have marked the 
saeafures of the fupreme Executive of our country, 
in its attempts to remove, by candid explanations, 
the complaints and jealoufies of France, we fi?cl 
the full force of that indignity which has been of- 
fered our country, in the reje6lion of its Minifter, 

No attempts to wound our rights as a fovereign 
ilate, will efcape the notice of our conftituents; 
they will be felt with indignation, and repelled 
with that decifion which {hall convince the world 
Ahat we are not a degraded people ; that we can 
never fubmit to the demands of a foreign power 
nvithout examination and without difcuffion. 

Knowing, as we do, the confidence repofed by 
the people of the United States in their government, 
we cannot hefitate in expreffing our indignation, at 
any fentiment tending to derogate from that confi- 
dence. Such fentiments, wherever entertained, 
-ierve to evince an imperfeft knowledge of the opi- 
nions of out confiituents. An attempt to feparate 
the people of the United States from their govern- 
ment, is an attempt to feparate them from them-r 
felves * ; and although foreigners, who know not 
the genius of our country, may have conceived the 

* This unmeaning, this abfurd, this paradoxical phrafe, did 
not Aide into the anfwer unnoticed. JMr. Evans moved to firike 
it out, but there was a decided majority for retaining it. 3otb 
parties, generally fpeaking) approved of it, but from precifcly dif- 
ferent motives ; the federalifls, becaufe it feemed to fay, that 
the people ivere unanimous in fupport of the meafures of the Admi^, 
nifiration ; and the democrats, becaufe it expreued their favourite 
maxim, that the people ^re themfelve4 the fovereign and the governs^ 

ment% — What wretched nonfenfe ! 

/- ' -I < ■■ » . ■ • rt 
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projecSVj and foreign emiifaries may attempf the exe- 
cution, yet the united efforts of our fellow- citizens 
will convince the world of its impra<Sl:icability. 
r : Senfibly as we feel the wound which has been in-^ 
41i<3ed by the tranfa6lions difclofed in your com* 
munications, yet we think with you, that neither 
ihe honour nor the intereft of the United States 
forbid the repetition of advanpes for preferving 
peace. 

We therefore receive, with the utmoft fiUisfac- 
tion, your information that a frefh attempt at nego- 
tiation will be inftituted ; and we cherilh the hope 
that a mutual fpirit of conciliation^ and a difpoii- 
tion on the part of France to compenlate for anj^ 
injuries which may have been committed upon our 
neutral rights, and on the part of the United States 
to place France on grounds fimilar to thofe of 
other countries, in their relation and connexion 
with us, if any inequality fliall be found to «xift, 
will produce an accommodation, compatible with 
the engagements, jights, duties, and honour of Ihe 
United States. Fully, however, impreflcd with the 
uncertainty of the rcfult, wc Ihall prepare to 
meet with fortitude any unfavourable events whi(3i 
may occur, and to extricate oiirfelves from -tJieir 
confequences with.^all the Ikill we poflefs and all 
the efforts in our power. Believing, witfo you, 
-that the condudl of the Government has . been j^ft 
-and impartial to foreign nations, thai the laws for 
' the prefervation of peace have been proper, ' artd 
^«bat they have been fairly executed j the repte- 
fcntatives of the people do not hefitate to declare, 
that they will give their moft cordial fupport to the 
execution of principles fo deliber^ely and uprfghfly 
eftablifhed. 

The many interelling fubjeds which you have 
recommended to our conlideration, and which a^^ 
fi) flrongly enforced by this momentous occaiion, 

M 4 will 
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will receive every attention which their importane^ 
demands ; and we truft that, by the decided and 
explicit conducft which will govern our delibera*- 
tion8, every infinuation will be repelled, which is 
derogatory to the honour and independence of our 
country. 

Permit us, in offering this addrefs, to exprefs our 
fatisfadlion at your promotion to the firft office ia 
the government, and our entire confidence that the 
pre-eminent talents and patriot ifm which have 
placed you in this diflinguilhed fituation, will 
enable you to difcharge it^ various duties with 
fatisfacSion to yourfelf and advantage to our com- 
mon country. 



Mi 



lay on hegs io he exatfed from waiting on the Pre^^ 
Jident. — On the 3d of June, juft as the Houfe were 
preparing to carry up their anfwer to the Prefident, 
. Lyon^ the brutal Reprefentative from Vermont, rofe, 
and wifhed, he faid, to make a motion, which was, 
" that fuch members as do not choofe to attend 
upon the Prefident, to prefent the anfwer to his 
• ipeech, Ihall be excufed/' He wilhed to be un« 
derilood. He thought the motion a reafonable 
: one, becaufe it propofed to leave. them at liberty to 
. do as they pleafed. And by the rules he faw he 
was obliged to attend, except fick, or leave of ab- 
fence was obtained ; now, as he hoped not to be 
:dck, he wifhed to put himfelf out of the power of 
the ferjeant at arms, if he did not attend. He had 
been told he might flay behind without beipg no- 
ticed ; but this was not enough for him, as he was a 
timid man, and the Houfe had the law on their 
fide, as he recollected fomething of a reprimand 
which had been given to Mr. Whitney. (The Speaker 
reminded him it was out of order to cenfure the 
proceedings of the Houfe oti any former occafion.) 

He 
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He faid he flood correded, and proceeded. He had 
fpoken, he faid, to both fides of the Houfe (as 
they were called) on the fubjeA. One fide dif- 
faaded him from his motion, and laughed at it ; 
the other fide did not wifh to join him in it, becaufe 
'it would look like difrefpedl to the perfon lately 
cle6led, who was not a man of their choice ; but he 
trufted our magnanimous Prefident would, with 
the enlightened yeomanry of America, defpife fuch 
a boyifh piece of bufipefs. This, he faid, was no 
new fubje<5l with him ; he had long heard the folly 
of the wife made a matter of wonder in this refpedl. 
It was faid, this was not the time to abolifii the 
cuilom : but this was the cant ufed againll every 
kind of reform. No better time could ever arrive, 
he faid, than this, which was the threfhold of a new 
prcfidency, at ^ time when the man elected to 
the office was beloved and revered by his fellow- 
citizens ; he was as yet unufed to vain adulation ; 
he had fpent a great part of his life amongft a 
people, whofe love of plainnef^ of manners forbids 
all pageantry ; he would be glad to fee the cuftom 
done away. Were he afling in his own perfonal 
charadler, he perhaps might conform to the idle 
uikge, but adling as he was for eighty thoufand 
•people, every father of a family in his diftrift would 
^condemn him for fuch an a6t. The gentleman 
from Conneilicut yefterday hoped there would be 
American blood enough to carry the queftion. 
(The Speaker again reminded him, that he was out 
of order to allude to what was done yeflerday, and 
faid the proper motion would be to refcind the rule.) 
He did not wi(h to refcind the rule, he faid, only 
io much of it as obliged the Houfe to attend. 
This, be faid, was no trifling thing with him ; he 
ihould have as great objedlion to attend this 
Vuiinefs, as a Quaker would to make his obcifance 

to 
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to a rnagiftrate. (The Speaker faid he mu ft more 
to refcind the rule, or that he himfelf be excufed ; 
no other motion was in order.) Then, he faid, h^ 
muft confine himfelf to the narrow ground of hini'* 
felf. He had no objedlion to gentlemen of high 
hJood carrying this addrefs. He had no preten- 
lions to high blood, though he thought he had as 
good blood as any of them, as he was born of 
a fine^ hale, healthy woman. Before yefterday he 
never heard of gentlemen boafting of their blood 
in that Houfe. He could not fay, it was true, 
that he was defcended from the bajiards of Oliver 
Cromwell, or his courtiers, or from the Puritans, 
who punifhed their amorous horfes for breaking 
the fabbath, or from thofe who perfecuted the 
Quakers, or hanged the witches ♦. He could, 
however, fey, that this was his country, becaufe be 
had no other ; and he owned a Ihare of it, which 
he had bought by means of honeft induftry. He 
had fought for his country : in every day of trou- 
ble he had repaired to her fiandard, and had con- 
quered under it. Conqueft had led his country 
to independence, and, being independent, be called 
no man's blood in queftion. 

Mr. Dana hoped the Houfe would not attempt any 
violence on the gentleman's feelings ; he, for one, 
Ihould be very happy to excufe Mr. Lyon from walk- 
ing with him, and he dared to fay that the Prefideot 
would not regret his abfence. 

Mr. Otis faid, as the Lyo7i appeared to be in a 
iavage mood, he would recommend him to be locked 
up while the Houfe proceeded to the Preiident. (He 



"* Alluding to the pradices of th^ New-Englandcrs. 

was 
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was loudly called to order from feveral parts of the 
Houfe*.) 

The motion to exciife him from waiting on the 
Prefident was put, and carried unanimoujly . 

Envoys. — Monday, June 5. The Senate this 
day concurred in the appointment of Mr. €• C. 
Pinckney, 20 to 24; and of Meffrs. Dana and Mar- 
ihall, 22 to -6. 

Arms and Ammunition. — ^Tuefday, June 6. The 
jReprefentatives this day took up a bill, fent from the 
Senate, ** for prohibiting, for a limited time, the 
** exportation of arms and ammunition, and for en- 
*^ couraging the importation thereof.' ' 

Mr. Dayton (the Speaker) wilhed to make a mo- 
tion which he fuppofed might, in fome degree, 
efFedl the end contemplated by feveral other gentle- 
men. It was to ftrike out " bombs" and *' cannon- 
balls." He did not think there need be any fear of 
.the United States falling fliort of thefe, as the fingle 
State of New-Jerfey, or a fingle county of that State, 
could call fufficient to fupply the whole world, 

Mr. S. Smith obferved, that in a former law of this 
kind, bombs and cannon-balls were not included. 
Jt was ,afked, who exported thefe articles, and for 
what purpofe they were ufed. To fay who exported 
them would not be right, as they were contraband, 
and he could not tell who ufed them, nor was it an 
objedl of their inquiry. Piccaroons had no occafion 
for them, fince they went alongfide veflels, and 
bearded them. The fame argument which was ufed 

^..1—— ^— II II I ! II I . IL^HP— ^ H I « i»»».—i I I I I I ■ II ,11. 

* The comjjaring of Mr, Lyon to the noble animal of the fame 
name was rather out of order, it mud be confefTed. Had the gen- 
tleman called him the afs in the Uon*s Jkiti^ I dare fay the Houfe 
f|rouId have heard him with great fatisfadlion. 

again ft 
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againfl: exporting thefe articles, might be ufed againft 
the exportation of provifions^ 

Mr. fF. Smith {aid the bill was predicated upon, 
being an injury to manufaftures ; nor did he know 
why they Ihould make an exception in favour of one 
more than another, wlych would give juft caufe of 
complaint. The operation of the bill, fincq the 
amendment had been carried, would be of ibort du- 
ration. The obje6l of it was twofold, viz. to pre- 
ferve thefe articles in the country to be ready in cafe 
of an emergency, and to keep them from forciga 
powers, who might turn th^W againft us. Though 
we had no occaiion at prefent for cannon-balls, we 
could not help looking forward to the time when 
they would be wanted ; and though no bombs were 
at prefent ufed againfl: us, yet the time might probably 
arrive, when they might be fo ufed, and it was politic 
to guard againfl: the poflibility of it. 

Mr. -Nicholas faid, this fubjedl had taken a much 
more ferious fhape than it aflumed when it was at 
firft introduced. It feemed as if it were not fo much 
the intention of this law to regulate our own wants, 
as to prevent the fupply of foreign powers witl^ war- 
like articles : this, he faid, might be attended witb 
very ferious confequences^ fince it would certainly ope- 
rate principally againft one of the helUgerent powers ; 
and except we are prepared and determined upon 
war, we fhould be careful in provoking it. It was 
conceded that there was no probability of pur want- 
ing bombs or cannon-balls : the operation of the law 
was of courfe intended againft one of the helligerenf 
powers ; for though both had an equal right at pre- 
fent to come here and purchafe thefe articles, every 
one would fee that France would be principally affeiled 
hy the regulation. It would be little Ihort of bolnlity 
therefore to fay tbeife articles ll;iould not be exported. 
Jndeed, he feared there was more in this bufinefs 

than 
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than the Committee underftood; that they were 
taking a ground which could not be maintained, 
and which, pending a negotiation, ought not to be 
taken *. 

.Mr. Harper ihoM^i the objediioh of the gentleman 
from Virginia dcferved fome confideration. No mea- 
fure of defence had been, or feemingly could be, 
mentioned, but it was faid it might give offence to 
France. He a(ked how long we were to be deterred 
irom taking fuch meafures as fhould fcem to be ne- 
ceflary, for fear of offending France ? If we were 
not to take general meafures for the protection of our 
citizens becaufe there might be ^^ poflibility France 
would not approve them, where was the humiliation 
to flop ? He fuppofed we fhould next be told that 
we mufl: not fortify our ports, or arm our veffels, left 
it fhould be offenfive to France. He trufled that the 
Houfe would no longer holdfo difgraceful a language, 
but that they would confqlt what would be for our 
own good, without reference to any foreign nation. 
Our Government, he obferved, had not faid it would 
never prohibit the exportation of arms and arainu- 
uition. The Englifh had been permitted to purchafe * 
. thefe articles, of which the French complained, and 
equal liberty was given to both nations ; but this 
was no reafon why both nations might not be prohi- 
bited from doing fo, if it fhould be found expedient. 
And though he did not believe that all the advantages 
which were expelled, would be derived from this 
law, yet he fhould be in favour of it ; not becaur(; 
it would not offend a foreign nation, but becaufe it 
would be ferviceablc to ourlclves ; for he faid, if they 
were to go on, in confulting the feelings of the 

■ '- ■■ II ■ ■ ■ » I I !■ *■ ■ .■ I «■ ■ ■ ■ ■ I ■ I .1 I I I , 

* If this wretch had been a Deputy from France, inftead of a 
Rcprefcntative of Virginia, could he poffibly have held other lan- 
guage than this ? Never was fuch a (hamelel's proftitution of cha- 
radler ! But you would no longer be furprifed at it, if you could 
wiZQ fe€ th$ man* 

French 
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French nation on what they did, if they ilaw us thu^ 
proftrate and feeble, they would foon take advantage 
of our timidity and folly ; on the contrary, he wouW 
ihow foreign nations that we are determined to re- 
gulate our own affairs, in our own way, in the way 
of juftice ; for if we went on in the prefent humili*^ 
ating way, he Ihould not be furprifed at receiving a 
note from the French Minifter, faying that fuch and 
fuch a law muft be repealed, as they were ofFenfive 
to the French Directory. 

Mr. Daytofiy thinking himfelf alluded to by the 
gentleman juft fat down, proceeded to alk if he 
meant to infinuate that he was adtuated by other 
motives than the good of his country ? when Mr. 
Harper interrupted him by faying exprefsly, he had 
never intimated any fuch thing, his remarks being 
confined to the gentleman from Virginia. 

Mr. Nicholas faid he would tell the gentleman from 
South Carolina, when he would ceafe to hear this 
clamour about offending foreign nations : it would 
be when he found a greater difpofition in all the de- 
partments of Grovernment for preferving the peace of 
this country : when he was convinced they had as 
great a defire to preferve this blefling as he had. He 
did not believe this was the cafe at prefent ; and it 
was from this diflrufl that he fufpecled every mea- 
fure which was brought before them. Was he not 
juftified, he afked, in faying that a meafure of this 
kind was calculated to remove peace from us, as it 
was a meafure which would operate wholly (as be 
before flated) againft the French ? He faid he di(^ 
dained to anfwer what the gentleman had faid about 
fear ; it could not be found in him ; and he thought 
that gentleman was pofTefTed of no fmall degree of 
afTurance, to fancy that he (Mr. N.) was lefs attached 
to the interefts of this country than he himfelf was. 
He felt as fcnfibly for this country as any man ; and 
therefore he could not help exprcffing his apprehen^. 

lions 
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fions of war, from every ftep wbich the gentleman 
fcemed inclined to take. 

Mr. Harperht\\c,vtdi there was policy in preventing 
the exportation of implements of war whicli might 
be turned againft us. He did not accufe the gentle- 
man from Virginia of perfonal fear ; he believed 
he was incapable of it ; but he doubted whether his 
zeal for ferving his own country would be fo great 
as he profeffed, when the intcrefl: of another country 
happened to clafti with that of his own. 

After a very long, but confufed and uuinterefling 
debate, the bill pafled, without any divifion as to 
its main objeft. 

Arming Merchantmen.''^Wednc{d2Lyj June 7. The 
Reprefentatives took up a refolution brought forward 
by Mr. W. Smith in the following words : ** Refolved, 
*• that provifion be made by law, for regulating the 
^' arming of the merchant-veffels of the United 
'« States.'' 

Mr. fViUiams laid it was well known that a num-? 
ber of our merchantmen were arming in different 
ports of the Union, and it was, therefore, neceffary 
to regulate this bufinefs, to prevent mifchief being 
done. Grentlemen might differ in opinion with re- 
fpe6l to the martial law, or law of nations, on this 
fubjeA ; but all would wilh, fince veffels v\^ere arm-^ 
ing, that they Ihould be put under fome reftraint. 
When he voted for manning the frigates, he did it 
with a view of having them employed in the defence 
of our coafls, and not as a convoy. Our fituation, 
he faid, was truly critical, and he was undetermined 
how far it would be proper to arm the merchant- 
veffels of the United States ; but, to prevent mifchief, 
be wifhed the refolution might be agreed to, referv- 
ing to himfelf the right of voting ultimately for or 
againft it. It might afterwards undergo fuch modi- 
ficatiOQ as fhould be found neceffary. 

Llvingfton 
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Lhingfton (it is abfolutely a proftitution of the 
term to call fuch a man Mijter) oppofed the refolutioa 
in a very ftupid fpeech *• 

Mr. Coit thought the provilion fhould be made^ 
but he wilhed the obje6l to be defined. He could 
not fay that he could fo modify the refolution, that 
he could himfelf vote for it ; he had not made up 
his mind upon the fubjedl as to what cafes refl ridlions 
Ihould be mac|e ; but in order to take the fenfc of 
the Committee he would move an amendment, in 
order to bring the fubje<St before them : it was to in- 
fcrt at the end of the refolution " bcyund to the Eqfi 
*• Lidies and to the Mediterranedn -f-.'* 

Mr. Harper propofed io amend the amendment^ 
by adding the word " fVefi'' after " Eaft/' fo as to 
read *' Eaf} and Weft Indies/* 

Mr. W. Smith did not think it material whether 
Weft Indies was inlerted, or the amendment wa» 



*> I 



♦ LMngflon Iboke at fome length againft the refolution, and 
was, as ufual^ followed by the dear little man wbofe prefence in 
Congrefs reile^ls fo much honour on the city of Philadelphia* 
He always comes plodding after Mr. Livingfton, juft like the long- 
heeled, bandy-legged Sancho Panza at the heels of the raw- 
boned Knight of La Mancha. 

After this couple came Monfieur Gallatio. A pr^cicras trio !— 
an American^ an Englijhman^ and an ItaliaH. This part of our 
Houfe of Reprclentatives is fomething like the group that followed 
Jinacharfis Cloots (the *' orator of xht genre humaitC^) to the bar of 
the Convention, except that Cloots^s genre humatn was compofed of 
a gang of the vileft mifcreants that ever difgraced a gibbet ; whereat 
every one knows that Meilieun Livingfton,' Swan wick, and Gal-, 
latin, are men of unfhaken credit, of reputation fair as mountain 
fnow, and patriotifm (Irong as whifkey. 

•f This Mr. Coit has, I am told, always been a fort of a bufy- 
body. The amendment he now prppofed was certainly the mofl^ 
whimfical, the moft abfurdy that ever came athwart the brain of a 
Marplot. It amounts to exactly this ; ** We will permit our mer- 
chantmen to defend themfelves againil every thing, excepting anljif. 
ttjofe ijcho attack them^ the French privateers and pirates." And 
yet this Mr. Coit makes Ihifc to periuade fome of the good New* 
£nglanders that he is a FederaliA 1 

rejected 
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rtjcAed altogether : it was his wifli that the Com- 
tnlttee fliould firft have decided upon the abftradt 
principle. Prefuming it to be the exifting law of this 
fcouotry that merchants have a right to arm their 
Veflels, he wifhed to know whether it was their wifh 
to interfere in regulating and reftricling that right. 
Me believed the modification of the bulinefs might 
Very well have been done in the bill. He would 
have rifen before to have given his reafon for this, 
had he not been prevented from doing fo by gentlc- 
Uaen who had complained that he had not done it. 
t^e was in favour of the amendment to the amend- 
ment ; but if it was not carried, he Ihould be againft 
the amendment. It would be in vain to take into 
conlideration the Eafl India and Mediterranean trade, 
when fpoliations were principally committed in the 
Wefi Indies ; when indeed the objedl of the preient 
meeting of Congrefs was principally to take into 
conlideration the proteftion of the Weft India and 
European trade; he prefumed therefore, if they 
meant to do any thing efFedlual, they ihould take 
into confideration the Weft Indian trade. Gentlemen 
wei'e very ready, he faid, to objedl to every plan 
brought forward, but they themfelves propoled no- 
thing : all they did was to hold out alarms of war, 
though every one expreffed a defire for peace. The 
gentleman from Pennfylvania (Mr. Swanwick) had 
objedted to the armiiig of merchant-veflels, becaufe 
of the expenfe. He believed the merchants of the 
United States in general thought differently, though 
there might be forae merchants in this city who would 
be averfe to the meafure. As to the expenfe, he 
believed the expenfe of fitting out the veffels would 
be more than ifaved in the infurance. But there was 
a farther confideration : by this mean the veffels and 
ieamen would be preferved to the United States ; 
whereas if it were not adopted, we not only lofe our 
ycffds and raen^ but they go to ftrengthen the power 

VOL, VI. w of 
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of a nation which may u(e them againfi: us ; and 
unlefs France knew that this Government would af« 
ford protedlion to its veffets, we might expedl them 
to take advautage of our rcmiffnefe, by'fpinuing out 
the negotiation, and plundering our property. — 
Something had been faid about tne condudl of other 
neutral nations : he believed they had armed their 
merchantmen, though he did not pledge himfelf to 
prove it ; but if this was not the cafe, they had fleets 
to convoy their trade. We, on the contrary, had no 
fleet, nor did gentlemen feem defirous that we ihould 
have any, lince they had exprejfed their wijhes that the 
frigates now building were burnt. He aflced what 
was to become of the commerce of this country, if 
we refufed to protect it ? If we were to refort to aa 
embargo, what would be the confequences ^ You 
would not, faid he, fufFer your veffels to lie up for 
ever : after a time they would be Tent out again. In 
cafe of an embargo, what, he aiked, would become 
of our feamen ? They would wander about the 
country, difcontented, and perilhing for want. What 
would become of our produce ? It would rot upon 
the wharfs- 

Mr. S. Smith (of Baltimore) conceived that Con- 
grefs were called together to adopt fuch meafures as 
were heji calculated to preferve the peace of the country j 
hy means of negotiation^ and to fix upon fuch means> 
of defence as would not be injurious to the country. 
It was his opinion that the Prefident was not autho- 
rized by law to prevent the veflels of merchants being 
armed ; but the merchants of the United States 
would readily fubmit to any lofe rather than go to 
war. He knew that this was the opinion of the 
Philadelphia merchants ; he had feen many of them. 
Nor had he met with one native American wha. 
wifhed to go into this arming plan ; they believe it 
would infringe our neutrality, and throw us into a 
war. When he came here, his mind was Icarcely made 

•up 
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up on the fubje(5 ; he did not like to give up his 
fight to defend his property, but he had found this 
to be the general opinion, and therefore he brought 
forward the amendment, which had been well 
atoended by the gentleman from Connecfticut. The 
gentleman from South Carolina had fince added fFe^ 
Indies, and this brought them to iflue ; for it was 
war or no war. If the latter amendment was agreed 
to, he fhould be for ftriking out the whole, leaving 
it general^ becaufe, the Wefl Indies in it, it woiHd 
be particularly pointed. They had been told of the 
lofs fuftained by fpoliations, and where it fell : he 
believed it fell upon the great body of the people of 
America, and that the fall in the price of produce 
hftd been occafioned principally by the Brttijh Admiral 
having forbidden the carrying of our provifions to Hif' 
pamola. The Britifh fleet in the Weft Indies, he 
iaid, was fupplied with provifions from Ireland *, 
whilfl the French depended upon this country for 
iupplies ; fo that ihey were our bejl cuftomers there. — 
The gentleman from S. Carolina feemed to think it 
was right for our vefleU to go into rebel ports in the 
We^ft Indies ; and had told them of our men being 
taken by Vidtor Hugues, conlidered as pirates, and 
hung. (Mr. W. Smith denied having faid our citizens 
were hung.) Mr. S. read Vidlor Hugues^s procla- 
mation (though he faid he had no more refpe<5l for 
him than that gentleman, as he had loft fix or fevea 
thoufand dollars by him), and faid that thole ports 
were not conlidered as rebel ports which were taken 

«*»— » »l 1 ■ ■ ■ II . I ■ " W ■ I 

* The fclf-contradi6tions of the French faction are endlefs. 
ThcVcadcr may remember, that when the objeft was to decry the 
terms of the Britifh treaty they faid that the Englifh Weft India 
iflands depended folely on this country for provifions, and therefore 
this country could liave pinned Great Britain down to any terms it 
chofe ; but now, behold ! when the object is to make light of the 
cufiom of thofe ifiaods, we are told, that they do not buy Ameri- 
cto provifions, bwt ^k fupplied altogether from Ireland. 

N 2 by 
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hy ihe Englijh (Cape Nichola Mole was one of thofc), 
but merely thofe which were in a Jiate of rebellion , to 
which if we are determined to trade, it would cer- 
tainly lead to war. Mr. S. infifted that the French 
trade carried on to the Weft Indies was a produdlive 
one, and that fqymenls were in general made asfutt£iual 
as in any other part ^ and referred to Major Mount- 
florence's letter for an aft of generofity never fhown 
by the Britifh ; nay, he thought there was a better 
chance of getting meney owing from France than there 
ivas of getting it for any fpoliations by the firitilh, 
and now under adjudication *. 

In the courfe of this day*s debate Monlieur Swan-* 
wick, the honourable Reprefentative of Philadelphia, 

aflerted 



* Of all the fpecches ever delivered within the walls of Con- 
grefs, this is certainly the moft infulting to the nnderflandings of 
the people. I have not time to enter into a full refutation of all 
the affertions contained in nt ; but fome of them I cannot pafs over 
for a moment, and among thefe is the audacious vindication of 
Fi^or Hugues. The arreteof this cannibal, gorged with American 
blood and plunder, MonReur Smith fays, does riot confider as 
rebel ports tho/e 'which were taken hy the EngUJb. This is an abibluttt 
falfehood. We all know that Martinico, St. Lucia, Tobago, Dema- 
rara, Berbice, Port-au-Prince, St. Mark's, and Jeremie, nx)€re taken 
hy the Englijh. Martinico flood a fiege of nearly a month, and the 
General Rochambeau, who, with his garrifon, was made prifoner 
of war, is now a6tually in the fervice of the live defpots. Of the 
other ports, which the arrete declares rebel forts^ three coft the 
Engliili a great number of lives, and the others furrendered becanfe 
they were unable to defend themfelves ; and yet Smith of Baltimore 
has the alTurance to fay, that Vi<5tor Hugues's arrete did not include 
•dwfe ports nvhich ijuere taken hy the Englifh ! Other defenders of the 
French have generally fome regard to truth in the itatemeot of 
weU-known fads ; — but the Baltimore Smith boldly fets .fliame at 
defiance, throws afide the veil of the pretended patriot, and af« 
fumes the audacious tone of the vulture of Guadaloupe, 

When Monlieur Smith fays that the French are our bell cuftomers, 
he undoubtedly ufed the word our as relating to himfelf and his 
partners^ and therefore I fliall not contradi(SI: his aflertion. 1 ant 
willing alfo to believe that the PVench are very pun^ual in their 
.payments to him ; but as to their being fo ** in general," I would 
iay it is an iinpudent falfehood, if it were not unneceflary. With 

refpeft 
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tflerted that ^^ z greater number of our veflels were 
** taken in the Weft Indies by the Britifli, than by 
«« the French." 

Mr. Harper, in reply, took notice that, on a former 
occafion, the gentleman had faid that the depredations 
of the Britifh were equal to thofe of the French, 
but now he told them they were much greater. Mr. 
H, faid he then called upon him for his proof, and 
he referred him to the infurance offices. He had ac- 
cordingly applied to them ; and though he had not 
yet got his information complete, fuch as it was, he 
would lay it before the Committee. From the In- 
furance Company of Pennfylvania he found that, 
fince the firft of January, the French had taken four 
Ihips, five brigs, and three fchooners, i«fured in 
that oftice, and the Britifh only two brigs in the 
lame time. From the North America Infurance 
Office his account was lefs complete, as it went back 
to the beginning of 1796, and ended with the end 
of it, when the fpoliations of the French were not 
fo great as they have been fince. The total amount 
of Britifh captures daring that period was 99,274 
dollars; of French 271,000. But he believed, if 
the account was brought up to the prefent date, the 
French fpoliations would be ten times the amount of 
the Britifh. 

After a good deal more debating, the bill grounded 
on Mr. Smith's refolut^on was finally reje6led. 

Privateering. — pThurfday, June 8. The bill fent 
down from the Senate, ^^ to prevent citizens of the 
'** United States from privateering againfl nations in 

7 ' — 

refpe6l to there being ** a better chance of getting paid by the 
French than by. the Britifli," inch an affertion might have been ex- 

Ee6ted from a piccaroon citizen in partner/hip ivith Citizen Barney ; 
ut from Monfieur Smith of Baltimore, the Reprefentatives of a 
jcommercial city, a man of tried patriotifna and virtue, no one 
irouJd have eij^pedted it. * 

^ N 3 ** amity 
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" amity with the United States," was taken up for a 
third reading, and paflcd without a divifion. This 
was only bccaufe the Unitea States were yet in amity 
wUh France ; if this had not been the cafe, the bill 
would never have pafled fo quietly. Indeed this bill 
did not become a law without fome flight attempts, 
on the part of the French faction, to manage the 
matter fo that Americans might privateer in the ihips 
or under the commiflion of France. 



4i 



Forlifications.'-^^onday, June 12. The Repre- 
fentatives took up the bill " for providing for the 

further defence of the ports and harbours -of the 

United States/' This debate exhibited a fpecimen 
of the efFecl of thofe jarring interefts which mull 
eternally interrupt the harmony, and enfeeble the 
powers of a confederation of independent States.— 
Mr. Smith (of S. C.) propofed to appropriate for the 
purpofe of fortifications, two hundred thoufand 
dollars* 

Mr. DaytoHj the Speaker, wiflicd the gentleman 
from South Carolina would withdraw his motion, to 
give way to an amendment which he wiflied to in- 
troduce. He mentioned that it was to infert " pro- 
•^ vided that no part of the money herein appropri- 
*^ ated be expended upon fortifications, except in 
'^ cafes where the jurifdiSHonJhall have been frevioujly 
^* ceded to the United States.^^ 

Mr. fVilliams {o( 'New -York) fuppofed this amend- 
ment as particularly pointed againft the State pf New- 
York, becaufe the Legillature of that State had not 
ceded the jurifdidlion of their fortifications to the 
United States. It had been a matter of confiderablc 
altercation in that State, and he believed its vicinity 
to New-York was the reafon its territory had not 
been given up. The Legiflature of New- York, he 
faid, did not meet till January ; therefore, except 
fomethingwas now done, it would not be in time to 

hav« 
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have any efFe(9:. If the fum appropriated was in any 
refpedi adequate, Mr. W. faid, a work would be 
commenced at the Narrows, which was certainly the 
only place upon which a fortification could be ere6led 
for the complete defence of that harbour. A good 
fortification there, he faid, would be a general be- 
jjefit to the United States, as four fifteenths of the 
whole revenue of the Union was collected in that 
port. He thought it proper, therefore, in order to 

auiet the minds of fo large a body of the community, 
lat fome attention fhould be paid to the fortifying 
pf this port : even if no interruption of the peace of 
the country was expelled, it would be right to attend 
to this bufinefs. The fooner a fortification was begun 
at the Narrows the better, and he trufted a handlbme 
fum would be appropriated for the purpofe : the great 
Jbenefits which muft refult from a well-confiru6led 
fortification at the Narrows, both to the Union and 
the State of New-York, was obvious to all who were 
acquainted with its fituation ; he therefore hoped the 
amendment would not be agreed to. 

Mr. Dayton believed the gentleman from New- 
York, when he faid that State had no intention pf 
feparating ft-om the Union ; if they had, he fuppofed 
they would not be permitted, at leaft not before they 
iad paid their debt. But gentlemen fay, Will you 
coerce the Legillature to give you the jurifdi6lion of 
Iheir fortifications ? He faid, No. As the gentleman 
from' North Carolina had fi:ated three years ago, he 
had declared it as his opinion, that all the money ex- 
pended on thofe works would be thrown away, fo 
far as they were intended for a defence againft armed 
fliips. They might indeed be of ufe to the city in 
- preferving its peace and aiding its municipal regula- 
tions ; but an armed veffel would always pafs them 
with a fair wind and tide. He owned his amending 
was intended to operate in part againft New-York ; 
tut if gentlemen would bring fof ward a plan for 
' " . , "S 4 eredling 
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ercdling a fortification at the Narrows, with a pro« 
pofition to appropriate to that purpofe the deh^ dun 
from them to^the United States^ they Ihould have hiis 
vote. What was the State of New-York more than 
others ? New- Jerfey had ceded the territory of ^ 
light-houfe, and Pennfylvania had ceded Mud liland. 
And except they would confent tp do what others 
did, they could not expe6l the fame advantage. 

Mr. Brooks complained of what had fallen from 
the gentleman from New- Jerfey, with refpe6l tp thie 
debt of New- York ; fpoke of the territory of the 
light-houfe ceded by New- Jerfey, as ten or fifleeq 
miles of fand, which would not raife water-melons \ 
Qnd of this amendment, as intended iojink the bill. 

Mr. Smith (of S. Carolina), feeing the amendment 
adopted, hoped that leave would not be given for 
the Committee to proceed any further in the bufinefs. 
In this wifti he was joined by the New- York mem- 
bers. 

Mr. S. Smith f of Maryland) faid, becaufe the 
.States of New-Yorkand South Carolina had not done 
^hat they ought to do, though the country was in 
danger, yet no other port muft be attended to. This 
rlooked as if thofe gentlemen thought the defence of 
the Union depended wholly upon them. 

Mr. fVilUams (of New- York) replied, that if the 
country were in danger, the whole ihould be forti^ 
fied ; bqt if not (as fcemed to be the opinion of gen-f 
tlemen in refpfing tp do any thing towards fecuring 
two of as importiant harbours as any in the Union), 
then there was no occafion for any. 

When Day ton-s amendment came before the Houfe, 
Gallatin role and oppofed it. He faid he had voted 
for this amendment, becaufe he conceived it to be 
founded on juft principles; and as he fhould now 
vote againfl it, it w^as neceflary to give his reafons 
for doing fo. He believed the principle jujft, and 
proper to be ufcd whenever t|ie United Stateg {houW 
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go into a general plan of fortifications; but as this 
was only meant for a temporary provilion againft 
danger, that danger might be greateft, and the af- 
finance wanted moft, at a place which wa&not ceded. 
Bcfides, he believed there was not a fingle State in 
the United States had ceded exclujive jurifdiBion of 
their territory^ according to the conftitution ; and 
therefore this provifion excluded the whole from re-r 
Jief ; as every celfion which had been made provided 
for a concurrent jurifdiBion of the State. So far as it 
related to Pennlylvania, ihe would not be entitled to 
any fupport, becaufe Ihe not only referved a concur- 
rent jurifdiftion, but provided that if the ceflion was 
pot accepted within one year it would be void ; and 
CDore than one year had now elapfed, ^nd the ceffiort 
was not accepted. 

The queflion was then put on the amendment, 
and it was loft by a great majority *. 

The fum was at laft fixed at 1 15,000 dollars, and 
the bill pafled into a law by a majority oifeven only ; 
and it is to be obferved here, that Gallatin, with 
many others who had oppofed Dayton's amendment, 
did neverthelefs oppofe the paffing of the bill. They 
were for no defence at all. They wiflied the coaft, 2i% 
well as the commerce, to continue expofed to France. 
One M'Dowell of North Carolina was very open and 
impudent in his oppofition. He thought it wrong, 
be faid, ^* to throw away fo much money on fortifi- 
^* cations, which he faid could be q{ no iifs % for 



* Thus we fee that the rejedion of this amendment was entirely 
owing to the circumilance of Pennfylvania having referved a coh" 
current jur if di^ion over the fortified places in her territory, and that 
Ifefervation is to be afcribed to her unwillingnefs to give up a jot 
of her power to the federal government. But had it happened 
that (he had made a fall ceflion of the territory, all h^r members 
.would have voted for the amendment : and thus the ports which 
^lope were worth fortifying, viz. Bofton, New- York, and Charlef- 
ton, would not have bsid ^ farthing of the appropriations laid 
piUQI^theQ?. 

•• though 
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though they might prevent an enemy from landiog 
at the particular point where they were fixed, 
they could not prevent them from landing at fome 
neighbouring fpot ; and being landed, they would 
take pojfejjion of the forty and turn the guns againfi 
** our/elves *." 

Militia. — Wednefday, June 15. A refolution was 



* This Mr. M'Dowell is famous, and has long been fo, not for 
blundering and making bulls, but for talking Iheer nonfenfe ; mere 
goofe gabble, that has neither obje6l nor meaning. He was aa 
officer laO; war: I have heard him from his feat boaJi of hi« fer« 
vices, and I believe of his wounds. Such a man ought to underllan4 
fomething abuut fortification. I do not mean that he ought to 
tinderfland the detail of military archite6iure ; I Itiall even admit 
that he might be of fervice as an officer without underilanding iti 
principles ; but he certainly ought to know fomething of the ui^ 
of a work or fortrefp, when conftruded. The gallant Mr* 
M*Dowell fecms, however, to know no m6re about the ma'tter than 
the Peruvians did of naval architecture, when they took Cortex*! 
fliip for a great beaft. ** Fortifications," fays this old foldier, 
•* can be of no ufe, becaufe they cannot prevent the enemy Jandiag 
•* on fome neighbouring^ fpot." That is to fay, they are or no ufe, 
becaufe, though they are adequate to the defence of the point wh^rc 
they arc eredted, they cannot defend a point where they arc not! 
The fecond obje61ion is, a fort is a real injury to the country it ii 
intended to defend. And why, Mr. M'Doweli ? " Becauie the 
** enemy being landed at yi«^ (^/y^^T^^//;/, would take pofleffion of 
** the fort, and turn the guns againft $urfelvei** Now, thou fa- 
pient engineer, permit me to aik ihee another queftion or two.: 
iuppofe the enemy landed ?ii fome other pointy muft he not come t9 
the forty before he can get poffeflion of it ? And if, when in pof- 
feffion, he can turn your guns againfi you, cannot you, while you 
have the poifeffion, turn your guns againft him? The idea of a 
fort being vfelefsy becaufe it cannot command the whole coaft or 
frontier of a country, is worthy of the brain of an infant prattling 
on its father's knee. Thofe who know any thing of taftics, or 
have profited from the penifal of hiflory, know, that a well-cen* 
ilrudted fortrefs with two thoufand men, is of as much ufe in the 
defence of a country, as an encamped army of twenty thoufand 
horfe and foot. Gongreve reprefents a foldier with his guts in his 
head and his brains in his belly .- I do not pofitively affirm that Mr. 
M*Dowell comes up to this defcripton ; but I muft confefs, that, 
if i am to judge of his military talents by the above fpeech, 1 would 
not truft him with a corporal's command^ that is, three mcn^ 

3 propofed 
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propofed by Mr. Bloimt in the Houfe of Reprefenta- 
tives in the following words : 

*' Refolved, that provifion ought to be made by 
** law for putting 80,000 militia of the United States, 
^* in equal proportions from the fevcral States, in a 
** Jiafe of requtjitiony 

Mr. Thatcher objedled to the word requtjition. — 
However fond that gentleman might be of the French 
phrafes^ he did not wifh to imitate them in their ex- 
preffions in our legiflative a6te. He had no objection 
to the holding of luch a number of men in readinefe 
r— but he hoped the fentimcnt would be exprefled in 
our language. 

Mr. £/(?z^f// fuppofed he ftiould be told, becaufe he 
tifed the word requifition in his refolution, that he 
was one of the fa ffiotis. He believed if the gentle- 
man looked over the old Congreffional proceedings, 
he would find that the demands made upon the 
States were called requifiiions *. He had, however, 
no objedlion to any other word which had the fame 
IQQieaning. He thought the obje<9:ion a trifling one, 
and fuch as the gentleman ought to be afbamed of 
making. 

Mr. Thatcher replied, that he did not often fay any 
thing of which he was afhamed ; that he had faid 
nothing about French faSions ; but it was an old fay- 
ing, " That a guilty confc'ience needs no accufer^ 



* The gentleman might have mentioned a great many other 
inflances, in which the French revolutionifts have obferved a clofe 
imitation of the old Congrefs of America. Their Committees of 
/ecrecy^ oi public fafety (falut puhlique) \ their intriguing wth the 
people of other countries ; their various and varying addrejjes ; their 
bemg appointed to produce conciliation^ and their rendering concilia* 
tion impojjible ; and many other things, in which I prefume Mr. 
Blount would not wifh them to find imitators in the prefent Coo« 
grefs. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Blount (with a good deal of warmth) faid h^ 
Ihould take from no man, with impunity^ fuch lan- 
guage as that. [There was a loud call to order *•] 

Mr. Skmner hoped that the law would not require 
the 80,000 men to be called out immediately^ but "at 
" fuch time as the Prelident fhould think neceflary.** 
The expenfe, he faid, of calling out this dietachment 
in Maffachufetts would not be lefsthan 200,000 dol- 
lars ; and he could not fee any objedlion to leaving it 
to the Prelident to judge of the propriety of putting 
the meafure into execution. This amendment pafled. 

Mr.Sewall faid, though there might, in theopinion 
of the Prelident, be a neceffity for calling out a part 
of thefemen, there might not be occalion for calling 
out the whole ; he therefore moved the following 
amendment, viz. ** or of any lefs number, which, 
** in his opinion, the fervice may require." 

Mr. Blount did not know the meaning of this 
motion, except it were with an intention to fave ex- 
penfe, which it would not elFedl ; as, if the detach- 
ment muft be made, 8000 men would coft as much 
organizing as 80,000. He thought we ought at all 
times to have tliis portion of our militia ready for 
any call that could be made. 

Mr. Sewall faid his intention was to fave expenfe. 
In 1794 he knew a great expenfe had been incurred 
in Maffachufetts, and it had been in proportion to 
the number of men employed. 

Mr. Williams obferved that 80,000 men would be 
about one tenth part of the whole militia of the 
United States ; but if only one twentieth part was 



• * This ended in a challenge on the part of Blount, which Mr. 
Thatcher had too much fenfe to accept of. It will appear, in the 
courfe of this work, that Blount can bear to be called foipethinjj 
worfc than apartifan of France^ 

wanted^ 
2 
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Vanted, little more than half the expenfe would be 
incurred. 

Mr. Hartley was in favour of holding 80,000 men 
in readinefe. This was done in 1794; and though 
he did not think we had now fo much reafon to ap- 
prehend danger, yet he would wifti to be in a ftatc 
of preparation. He had no objetSion to leaving the 
time of calling oqt the militia to the Prcfident, but 
not the number. 

Monfieiir Dayton faid, if the fituation of things juf- 
tified the call for 8c,ooo men, he fhould be tlie lafl: 
to obje<S to it; but he did not think it did. The 
gentleman from North Carolina had faid, it would 
be no inconvenience to his State ; it would be very 
diflEbrent in many qthcr States. In New-Jerfey (as 
he had before ftated) it would be felt very conlider- 
ably. Men muft have bounties, and their pay made 
equal to the price of labour. There would not only 
be required a new organization and clarification, but 
alfo an infpeftion of arms and accoutrements. He be- 
lieved all this would be done under this law if it palled 
in the State of New-Jcrfey, whatever might be the ex- 
penfe and inconvenience it put them to. If he thought 
there 'was any danger^ he would not have objected to 
the meafurc. He did not^ however, think weJhouJd 
have a war ; and if fuch an event were to take place, 
he did not think there was a probability of an in- 
vafion. Our fituation in 1794^ he faid, was very 
different, We were then not only depredated upon 
by the Britifh at fca, but Lord Dorcheficr had iffued 
his warlike proclamation; the Indians were counted, 
and had their tomahawks in their hands uplifted and 
ready to llrike ! Believing, therefore, the meafure 
to be unneceflTary, and that it would operate un- 
•qu ally, he fhould vote for this amendment, which 

would 
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would leave it to the Prefident to detach fuch A 
number of men as he Ihall believe neceflary *. 

Moti/ieur Macon was forry any amendment bad •ta- 
ken place, fince he could not now move to ttrikp out 
the firft fe6lion of the bill, in order to fee whether 
the Houfe meant to pafs the bill at all ; for he was 
of opinion with the gentleman from New-Jerfey, that 
there was no occalion for it. He was certain that this 
lufmefs could not he carried into effect without expenfe* 
And if an invafion were to take place, only a few of 
thefe men could be drawn into the fervice "f-* 

Mr. 



* M.Dayton can fee no ^^/j^^r, poor blind man! IJe mtiffl 
know that the French are reiblved to accept of no atonement ihort 
of abfolute degradation ; and yet he can fee no danger ! He is, I 
fuppofe, ready to crouch down before them : his imagined fecurity 
lies in his difpofition to fubmit ; for fiibmit he muft, or hemuft re- 
foJve to refift, and as he has made ufe of every quirk, quibble, and 
trick, to get rid of every meafure of refiflance, we may fairly con- 
elude that he has prepared his neck (if, indeed, it was not mad« 
on purpofe) for the yoke. 

He was aware that fome would exclaim. What ! can Mr. Day- 
ton fee no danger ? The confifcating Mr, Dayton, who, in 1794, 
when Great Britain was in queftion, was for feizing on the property 
of honeft unfyfpedting creditors, and who cheerfully voted finr 
81,000 militia, as he would have done for 800,000 — can thii 
prompt and decifive repeller of injuries now fee no danger ? Aware 
of this, Mr. Dayton thought proper to obferve, that *' our (ituation in 
1794 was very different." So it was indeed. Then there was no 
danger, and then Mr. Dayton was brave. The depredations on our 
commerce committed by Britain never amounted to above one ninth 
part of the fum which had been feized by the French ; the Britiih 
never made prifoners of our feamen. As to Mr. Dayton's old fal- 
fified ftory about Lord Dorchefter and the tomahawk, there is now 
hardly any one ftupid enough to liften to it. In the prefent iitua* 
tion of affairs it is almoil an infult to the readers of a public paper 
to attempt to controvert the grofs abfurdities contained m the Ipcech 
pf the Speaker. He is either ftone blind himfelf, or he wants to 
put our eyes out t if the former, he is an object of our pity, if the 
latter, of our indignation. 

f As Moniienr Dayton's fpeech is remarkable for blindnefs^ fo 
Monfieur Macon's is for penetration. The piercing optics of tbi» 

latter 
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Mr. Skinner hoped the bill would not pafs at alK 
It was well known that there was an alarm in the 
minds of the people' with refped^ to war ; and there 
could be no doubt, if this raeafure was paffed, it 
would be fuppofed there were ferious apprehenfions 
of war*. He had, befides, another objeftion to 
the pafling of this bill. War had been apprehended by 
many. Officers and men were a good deal divided 
with refpe6l to* the relative fituation of our country : 
if this bill pais, they will fpeculate upon meafures; 
they will go into difcuffions which will neither tend 
to ftrengthen the Government, nor increafe good 
. neighbourhood. He therefore hoped it would not 
pafs. 



latter Monfieur have enabled him to difcover, and he adlually has 
clifcovered, that the hrhging 0/ 80,000 armed men into the field tviU 
he attended vdkhfome expenfe. ** Yes," fays he, " I am certaini^fx^t 
*• this buHnefs cannot be carried into effe£t without expenfe.** 
There's a conjuror for you ! If he had lived in New-Engiand 
about a century ago, he would certainly have been hanged for a 
wizard. 

* Mr* Skinner is afraid to vote for the 80,000 men for fear of 
alarming the country ^ Congrefs is called together on account of the 
aggreffions of France ; the Prefident recommends defenfive mea- 
fures ; the Houfe of Reprentatives pafs feveral bills in purfuance of 
thefe recommendations ; the Houfe in a body, and every individunf 
member, exprefs a determination to defend their countiy; and, af- 
ter all this, Mr. Skinner is afraid to call out a part of the militia^ 
left ^^ it Jhould he fuppofed that there 2St ferious apprehenfions of 
war !** After fix weeks fpent in talking about meafures of defence^ 
the gentleman feems to be afraid that we fhall think them in 
earned. He may quiet his fears ; for there are very few people, I 
believe, who do not look upon it as a mere farce. Another of Mr, 
Skinner's fears feems to be better founded. He is afraid that the 
militia, when called out, will, indead of fighting to defend the Go- 
vernment, fall to difputing about its meafures. This they moft cer- 
tainly will. They would, indeed, do the fame thing at home ; but 
I perffe6lly agtee with the gentleman, that it would be better for 
them to difpute in little knots of a dozen or two unarmed, than ia 
li^hok regiments armed with ball and bayonet. 

The 
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. The bill) after a good deal more debating^ pafled 
by a confiderable majority^ fixing the number of men 
which each State Ihould furnilh on the bafis of the 
number of white inhabitants^ as follows : 

Tenneffce, — ^ . — ^ 806 

Georgia, — — 1,334 

S. Carolina, — — 3,535 

!N. Carolina, — * — 7)268 

Kentucky, --=- •= — 1^54^ 

Virginia, — •— 11,130 

Maryland, — — 5,262 

Delaware, — ■- *— 1,168 

Pcnnfylvania, — » — 10,690 

New-Jeffey, — -— 4,1286 

New-York, -^-^ -^ 7^923 

Conncclicuf, •^— ^ i— 5>86o 

Rhode Ifland, — — 1,616 

Maflachufetts, — — 11,836 

New-Hamp(hire, -«- 3)558 

Vermont, *— — 2,150 

* Total, 80,000 

Artillery. — ^Tuefday, June 20. The Reprefent- 
atives took up a bill fent down from the Senate *^ fof 
** raifing an additional corps of artillery/* 

The bill was oppofed by Mr* Giles and Smith of 
Baltimore^ and was ably fupported by Mr. Williapt 
Smithy the fpirited and eloquent member for Charlef- 
ton, South Carolina, who concluded his fpeech with 
obferving, that when an increafe of the navy was 



* This looks nobly on paper ; but there it ends. The 80,000 
men will never parade, they will never be drawn up in battalion 
any where but on paper. I do not think it poflible to collect to- 
gether, I niean to embody and bring Into actual fervice, five thou- 
und militia-mea in the whole United States. 



under 






iinder isonfideration, Mh S. faid>' genttemeb ; ex4 
claimed, Leave trade to tale care ofilfelf^ and let iQi 
attend to the internal defence of the counlSry ;\but 
now, when they were preparing for that, the fame 
men fay^ We are about to employ upon this object 
^hat ought to be employed for the proteftioil of 
cotiamerce. Mr, S. faid, it was an error to fay . lio 
taxes would be wanted if the bill did not pafs. There 
would be money in that, cafe wanting for manning 
the frigates, for arming the revenue cutters, for the 
diplomatic department, and for the etpenfes of this 
feffion (not lefs than 60 or 70,000 dollars would be 
needed for the laftitem only), for the payment of th^ 
agents appointed for affiliing to carry into efFedt the 
6th article of the Britifh treaty, &g. ; fo that the ar-^ 
jgument had no weight. It was faid thefe men were 
unneceflary, becaufe the militia were the proper dc^ 
fence ; but the Prefident had not the power to call 
out the militia, except in cafes of infurredion or in- 
valion, fo that an enfimy might get poffeffion of the 
pofls before the militia were called out *. He con- 
cluded by faying^ there were thirty, forts on the fea^ 
coaH, and that thefe men diftributed amongft them 
would only give fourteen to each, which would ndt 
be fufficient tb preferve the guns from ruft ; and, 
if this bill paffed^ there would be only forty-one for 
each fort. He fubmitted it to the Conimittee- there- 
fore, whether they ought to riik the fafety.of the coun- 
try for the fake of 2 1 6,006 dollars. He trufied th6y 
would not. 

Mr. Baldwin faid a good deal againft ftanding af- 
mies in ^general ; but as it was no more than a repe- 
tition of the cant we have a \houfand times heard on 



*i i 



♦ He might have obferved, bcfides, the fame men who oppoicd 
this bill, had alfo oppofed the keeping of the militia in readinefs to 
turn out ; fo that they had, indeed, oppofed every meafure Sf- 
fenfive or defenfive. 

VOL. VI. O th^ 



t^ GA2XTTC 

-4he foljed^^ the reader fhall be fpared the perufal d 
^bere. 

Mr. fVilUams fpoke again ft the bill ; he thoneht 
the proportion of artillery already greater than that 
of any other nation ♦. 

Mr. Swamvick thought, that, by railing thefemen, 
they wouid increafe ihe danger which they ivi/ked to 
avoid. They apprehended an attack from a foreign 
nation, and to guard againft any pofiible injury they 
were to go to expenfe, and by that means increaie 
pur national debt, from which he thought we had the 
greateft danger to fear, lince they faw the difficulty 
attending the raifing of any additional revenue. He 
called the attention of the Houfe to a lituation of 
things not much unlike our own. The French na-p 

- tion had many regiments on their fea^coaft, and had 
been long making great preparations, as if with a 
view of invading Great Britain. In confequence, the 
Britifh have expended large fums in fortifying and 
putting the ifland in a good ftate of defence ; and, 
though the French never ferioully intended to invade 



* The following is a copy of the War-offic^ returii of artillery 
and engineers* 
At Oiwego, Niagara, Detroit, MachiUimackinac,'^ 

Frefq'iflie, on die Miffi^ppi, an^l m the Souths > 43S 
weftern TcrrW&y, - ^ J. 

At Weft Point, • . 103 

At New- York, . • 60 

At Philadelphia and Mud Iflandt • 90 

At Baltimore, • * S? 

At Norfolk, - • • j6 

At a fort in North Carolina, • , 6 

At Charleflon, . • 6» 

Total, 876 
But it is natorious that thefe men are little better than common 
infantry. Their difperfed fituation, and a total want of fkiliul aM 
experienced officers and of the means of pra£tifing, have rendered 
them verv ^t, perhaps, /« keep the guns from rufiin^ y hut for 
nothing elfe* 

2 tha( 
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that country, yet the appearance of it had probably 
occaiioned greater embarraiTment, from cauling thefe 
great expenies, and the confequent derangement in 
the finances of the country, than if fuch an invalion 
had really taken place. He reprobated the idea of 
defending the country againft an invafion by two re- 
giments of artillery. The militia, he faid, would be 
the proper defence in fuch a cafe ; but, he trufled, the 
Commiffioners appointed ^for the purpofe would 
(peedily fettle all differences betwixt the two coun- 
bies *. 

Mr. Brooks faid, if he believed there was no dan- 
ger, he fhould agree with gentlemen that there would 
be no occafion for thefe men ; but thinking our fitu- 
ation in no degree improved by the late events in 
Europe, he fhould vote for raifing the propofed re- 
giment. The objcAion of expenfe would go againfl 
every meafure. As there was no certainty of our 
Ambaffadors being able to fettle our difpute with. 



* Accuftomed 43 1 am to. the nonf^niical babble of this fon of an 
Snglifh penfioner, I cannot help expre^fing fome aftonilhcn^nt at 
the above*quoted fpeecb. All that he fays at all tiroes is marked 
with imbecility, but here he has out4one himfelf: thia fpeecb 
inight ferve as a foil to ;hofe of the Rutherfords, the McDowells, 
^d the Lyons. 

Tbe fim aflertion is, that an increafe of the artillery ^< nuill in^ 
4riafe the danger wabicb it is nvijhfdto avoid?^ He immediately after 
flates that th)s danger is, an attach from a foreign nation^ which he 
fays will be increafed by adding to our corps of artillery, hecaufe 
that addition ^uoiU augment the national debt ! Now, if this be fo^ tne 
fitting out of the frigates, the conflrudting and repairing of fortifi- 
cations, and, in iliort,^ every poffible meafure of defence^ will in^ 
creafe the danger of an attack ; becaufe every luch meafure mull 
unqueflionably add to the expenfes and debt of the nation ; fo that 
in due courfe of reafoning we are to conclude, that danger is to 
be apprehended from nothing but debt; and that protedtion is to 
be found no where but in a full purfe* From the importunities 
of a dun, or the claws of a conflable, I grant you, Mr. Swanwick, 
^^t money is the only effectual means of deliverance ; but, Sir, 
Wbpn ^ou fpo^t \v^ public you fliould forget frivate affairs* 

Q 2 Frapco> 
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France, they ought, he faid,.like ^^ wife . xn^tf^i^ 
.foreree and preverU the evil," .^i^ was afrajd g^o^ 
tlemen w^re got. into a frixfoundjlefip^ and wpjgkinat 
wake tjll it w^3 tppjate. 

Mr. 'Qiies was xioi of opinion with the gentleman 
from South Ca/roling, that becaufe the Prefident aq^ 
Secretary of War had recornmended the raiijng of 
Ihefe men, they ihould adopt the plan ; inc^ei^ .thp 
iSenate propofed to raife only half .of what the ^ 
cretary recommended . He trufied they fhould think 
for themfclves. He did not think the ftrength of the 
country depended on four Ihoufand artillery ; he 
looked upon military eftablifhments as a fort of fa^i- 
tiousjlrength^ but upon the mdit'ia as the realfirength 
of the nation^. He thought the expenfe a ferious 



^ ." The militia, is the peal ftrength of the country •". This ii 
the eternal cry of t(ie oppofition, and it would be in ibnae meafure 
excufable in a country which A\'as without dear*bought experience 
on the fubjeft. A mifitia is good for nothing until Jong kept em* 
i]iodkd^ and under as Uridt difcipline as regulars are kept ; and 
in this, where the commanders are appointed by the commanded, 
they will be found worfe than nothing* The obje6tion to the 
,addition to the corps of artillery is founded on its expenfe ; but 
the fijilitia, if held embodied, willcoft forty times as much ; and if 
not held embodied, it will exift only in name. When I hear the 
Houfe voting eighty thoufand militia-men, it gives me no more ide* 
of additional fecurity than if they voted eighty thoufand pebWc* 
llpnes. I hate feajher:bed foldiers, and 1 never fee them without 
calling to mind tire following verfes of Dryden : 

" The ccnihtry rings around with loud alarms, 
And raw in fields the rude militia fwarms, 
Klouths without hands, maintain'd at vaft expenfe, 
In peace a charge, in war a weak defence ; 
Stout once a month, they march a bluft'ring band, 
* And ever, but in times of needy at hand ; 
Of fceming arms they make a fliort effay, 
Then hattentobe drunk, ^he bufinefs of the day." 
This is the picture of the American militia. Such they ever 
have been, and ever will be under the prefent regulations ; and 
whoever trufls to them alone for defence will foon find, if attacked, 
that the name of foldier is of little ufc againft the arms of foldicrt 
in reality, 

objeftf 



©bje<5t. It appeared, oiir eftablifAme'rit likd already 
coft us eight millixjns of dollars, and he could nc^ 
fee where they had doiie (ervice to thaf'aiiiount ; he 
therefore thought it a bad bargain*. 

The gentleman from New- York had charged 
fhe Houfe with being afleep. He believed that 
coutd not be the cafe, as it would' be a difficult 
taattev indeed to Jleep where he was. It had been 
faid additional revenue would be Wanted, whether 
ifeis bill paffed or not. Suppofe this were fo, if 
was furely no reafon for paffing a bill' which might' 
lie thoqght neceflary. 

After a little further debate, the Committee rofe, 
and the Houfe rejcfted the bill altogether, 57 to 49* 

Allegiance and Expatriation. — Wednefday, June 
21. The Reprefentatives took up the bill ** for 
*^ preventing citizens of the United States from' 
'* entering into the fcrvice of any foreign prince or 
<* ftate t? 

Mri 



* Farmer Giles thinks the (landing army of the United States a 
had bargain^ becaufe it has cod the country *eight millions of doU 
lars in the courfe of eight years. Let us fee : the Farmer has beea 
in Congrefs about the fame fpace of time^ and fuppoiing him to 
have been in adual fervice, upon an average, fix months in a 
year, he has coft the country eight thoufand /even hundred and 
thirty-four dollars. Which is the v^orft largain^ the Farmer or the 
army ? 

f The reader will recolleft that numerous proofs have been 
received of Americans having not only entered into the fervice of 
France, but of their having fitted out privateers, in feveral ports 
of France and her foreign dominions, for cruifing againft the 
commerce of their country. Some of thefe fcoundrels had re- 
turned home to America, bad purchafed eftates with the riches 
thus infamouily acquired, and had fetat defiance the perfona 
whom they had robbed and the laws of the land. Captain Barney^ 
who was now become the Commodore of two French frigates, had 
brought thefe frigates into the very harbour of Norfolk, after 
having captured feveral American veflels on the coaft. Such a 

o 3 contempt 
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Mr. CW/ moved to firike out the iixth &€Uon/ 
which was in the following words : 

^^ And whereas, for the due execution of this 
'^ and other laws tending to the fecurity of the 
*^ public welfare, it is expedient to define and af- 
^' certain the mode in which a citizen may diffolve 
^' the ties of citizenihip, and become an alien ; be 
*' it further enadled, that the citizens of the United 
^* States, whether native or adopted, fhall be 
^^ deemed citizens thereof, until they relinquifh that 
^^ charadter in manner hereinafter provided, that 
^* is to lay ; whenfoever any citizen of the United 
^' States uiall, by deed in writing, under his hand 
^' and feal, executed in the preience of, and fub-* 
*^ fcribed by two or more witnefles, and by at leaft 
*• two of the fubfcribing witnefles proved oefore the 
** fupreme, fuperior, diftridl, ot circuit ccmrt, of 
** fome one of the States, or of the territories north- 
^ weft of the river Ohio, or before a circuit or 
•^ diftridt court of the United States, within the 
•' jurifdiAion of which court he Ihall then be refi- 
** dent, or by open verbal declaration, made and 
•* recorded in either of the courts aforefaid, declare 
*^ that he abfolutely and entirely renounces all 
•• allegiance and fidelity to the United States, and 
" to every of them, and Ihall forthwith depart out 
^^ of the territorial limits thereof; every fuch perfon, 
** from the time of his departure, flialb be con- 
** fidered expatriated, and for ever thereafter (hall 
*^ be deemed an alien, in like manner and to all 
•* intents as if he had never been a citizen : Pro- 
*^ vided always, that he fhall not enter into tbf 



contempt did he entertain for the Government, and for his coim* 
trymen in general, that he came by land to Philadelphia, where 
-tie had' the audacity frequently to attend the debates of Congrefs, 
dreiTcd in his French naval uniform ! It was to put a flop to this 
iifj^ra^eful and growing evil, that the prefent bill was brought in* 

^^ military 
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•' niilitary or naval fervice of a foreign nation, or 
«« become the owner or part owner of any foreign 
^' privateer or letter of marque, within one year of 
^ his departure from the United States ; and if any 
*' fuch perfon ihall enter the military or naval fer* 
•* vice of a foreign nation, or become the owner 
** or part owner of any foreign privateer or letter., 
'* of marque, within the fpace of one year from 
•* the time of his departure from the United 
^^ States, he fhall be liable to all the pains and 
** penalties to which he would have been fub- 
*^ je<St for the like condudt if he had continued a 
•* citizen.** 

' Mr. Sewall hoped it would be ftruck out. In 
every country in the world where civil fociety • was 
eftabliihed, the citizens of that fociety owed a certain 
duty to their Government which they cQuld not 
feadily get clear of; but they were about to 'efta- 
blifh a principle, to put it in the power of the citiaens 
of the United States, at their will, and without any 
pretence, to fay they would be no longer fubjedb to 
this Government ; and this at a moment of aangei^- 
when citizens of other countries might be called 
home from this country. He thought this would 
be extremely wrong; it would be giving an oppor« 
tunity for infult to our courts and country ; and he 
was fure no nation would fhow us fo much com* 
plailance in return ^. 

Mr. ^laiborm thoi^ht it no more binding foe 
citizens born in the uiiited States, to continue 
citizens of the United States than it was for s 

• 

♦ Obfervc, however, that this 4anger^us principle muft be 
e^abliflied hy America, before (he can have any pretentions to the 
r%ht of proteding Britifh ieamcn againft the preft-waccaau of 
ipe fiiitift GovenuDent. 

o 4 Romau 
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Roman Catholic or Protef^ant to contiDue of that 
opinion, when he arrived at years of maturity, and 
could judge for himielf. He infixed upon it, men 
bad a natural right to choofe under what govern^ 
ment they would live : and they had no reaibn fo 
fear our citizens leaving us whilft our government 
was well executed. He did not wiih citizens of the 
United States to.be -in the iiluation of fubjedis of 
Great Britain, who, though they had left the coun- 
try forty years ago, were liable to be confidercd as 
fubjedts of that government. He trufted the rights 
^ man. would not thus be infringed, but that they 
Ihould allow the right of expatriation unclogged; 
He faid there was a great difference between the 
two cafes which the gentleman had flated* A man 
born and educated in a country certainly owed it 
obligations which were not to be ihaken off the 
moment he chofe to do fo. The different focieties 
of the world, he faid, were like fo many families 
independent of each other ; and what family, > he 
aiked, would fuffer any of its members to leave it, 
and go into another, when he pleafed \ He thought' 
ft unreafonable that it Ihould be fcx 

Mr*, W. Smith laid, the do6trinc of perpetual al- 
legiance was derived from Great Britain, which, 
though it might be good in theory, was not {o in 
pra<3ice. They had departed from many dodh-ineg 
derived from that country, and the time was coaie, 
be believed, for departing from this. The idea of 
a man being compelled to live in tins country^ con-^ 
trary.to his .will, feemed. to be repugnant to ouf 
ideas oj liberty. He thought when a man was fb 
di?guffed with the c6untry,"as to refblve tcTleave it, 
for. the purpofe of becoming a citizen of anotlie^ 
country, he Ijbpiild be at liberty to do fo, on hi$ 
complying with certain formalities, andihould. never 
again be readnuttcd. It was upon this principle 
<^ « •• -• '«> w tuaf 
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^ajt tbis fedion wa3 founded^ and he thought it 
wluable/*. 

JWir. N. Smith was forry that the Committee who 
bftd xeported. this bill, had thought it neceflary to 
Tj^port the 6th and 7 th fedions. The do6lrine of 
ejKpatriation on one hand» and perpetual allegiance 
Pin the other, were fubjeds they had all heard much 
about; but expatriation, under limitation and re* 
fijrsijint, was a Qew bufinefs. From its novelty it 
becajQDe doubtfuL This being the cafe, he wiflied 
th0 fubjecl had been deferred to an ordinary feflion ; 
particularly as it appeared to be no more connedled 
witb other parts of the bill, than with many other 
I»w8 now cpctgtpjt. If we were to have a law on this 
fubjedt, he Ihould wiih to have it in a feparate bilL 
For his part, he could not fee how the Committee 
QQ^uld fuppofe. it to have been a part of their duty 
to report thefe fe(Slions ; if he had thought it hai^ 
be fliould not have voted for appointing a Com- 
mittee on the pccalion. Gentlemen advocating 
tbefe clauCes, fay they would not allow of expatria* 
tida in time pf war. He would go further and fay, 
he would not allow of it when there was a proipedt 
of war ; for it would be idle to prohibit it in one 
cafe, and not in tlie other. He then afked, if this 
was not the very ftate in which we now were ? If 
it.were, why pa& fuch a bill at this time, when it 
could nolt go. into operation ? He thought this a 



♦ It will.be obfen^ed, that Mr. W. Smith would have been the 
bft man in the world to fupport this bili, had he not known that 
\lnvAs tmpoJJfUe #^ obtain a Jaw rtcognijing the doHrine tfperfetual 
allegiance. Knowing that this could not be done, he wiihed the 
bill to fucceed, that there might be fome little check to the evil 
ai trarnf erring- allegiance^ by which France was daily manning (hips 
of; war and privateers^ But Mr. Sewall^ Mr, ^. Smithy and 
VB^y other members, who alfo wiflied to put a (top to the imme- 
ifiate evil, were not wiHing to do it, however, by eflablifliing a 
principle that would for ever prevent a law of perpetual allegiance. 



good 
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good reaibti for reje6ling thefc clauses. There was 
a mutual obligation, Mr. S. faid, between a govern^ 
jment and all its citizens. The government owed 
protection to its citizens, and citizens owed obe- 
dience to their government. Thefe duties were 
mutual and co-extenfive t and they might as well fay 
that government could abandon its citizens when if 
plcafed, as that citizens could defert their govern- 
ment when they pleafed; yet he would allow fka$ 
government mighty on certain occajions, legalize €*- 
fatriafion, hut not on the ground of a citizens having 
a right to expatriate wheti he pleafed. He ihould 
have no objection to take up the fubjeCt at a time 
when they could do juflice to it, but he thought 
the prefent was not that time *. 

The quefiion for flriking out the 6th fe6lion was 
put and carried, 54 to 41. The 7 th fe6lion, which 
was as follows, fell of courfe : 

** That all perfons who fliall exercife the right 
of expatriation, according to the lawsof theUnitecl 
States, ihall be and are hereby prohibited from 
becoming citizens of the United States for ever 
hereafter." 

Mr. Harper propofed an amendment, which was 
intended to introduce a new principle^ As the bill 
xiow flood, no perfon could go into foreign fervicc 
wkhout incurring the penalties therein provided; 
but he believed there might be caies where it would 
be for the benefit of this country to allow perfons 
to go into foreign fervice. He therefore wifhed to 
ftriie out the words "'the limit of the fame>'* to 
introduce thofe of '^ without having firft obtained 
leave from the Prefident of the United States.'* 



^ This fpeech of Mr. N. Smith is worth atten(ioii ; and it 
(hould be remembered that a very great majority of the found part 
of theHoufewere of bis opinion. 

Mr. 
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' Mr. Dayton (the Speaker) moved to ftrike out the 
words moved to be flruck out by th? gentleman 
from S. Carolina, with the addition of the word^ 
*' without/' As the bill flood, he faid, there was 
# provifion againfl citizens who accepted and ex- 
ercifed si commiilion within or without the limits 
of the United States ; but none againft thofe who 
accepted it within, and exercifed it without the 
limits, ^e was againil lodging the power propofed 
in the Prefident, for reafons ailigned by the gentle- 
man from Virginia* Nor did he think it would be 
attended with advantage for our citizens to go 
abroad to learn what could not be learnt at home ; 
be believed, if fo, they would learn more vice than 
virtue, and bring home a greater portion of evil 
than good. 

After a few obfervations from Mr. Harper and 
Mr. Scwall, the quedion on the amendment was 
negatived, 44 to 39. 

Mr. Dayton hoped (bme remedy would be applied 
to the evil he had mentioned, and that they Ihould 
not report fo imperfedl a bill. 

Jl/r. Sewall fuggefted a way in which it might be 
remedied in the Houfe. The Committee accord^ 
JDgly rofe, and the Houfe took up the amendments* 
Having conle to that for iiriking out the 6th and 
^th fedions, 

Mr. Nicholas thought it would have been better 
tp have avoided taking up this fubje6t at prefent 
— ^but, having taken it up, if the bill pafled at all, 
he believed it had better pafs with fome fuch regu- 
lations as the prefent. As to the doctrine of per- 
petual allegiance, be did not think it could find 
many advocates in this country. It would, indeed, 
be difhonourable for us to hold out fuch a dodlrine, 
after inviting people to come here in crowds from fo^ 
reign countries^. This doctrine, he faid, would 
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• Ayi, there's the rub. 
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afie<^ a third or a fourth of the whole people of 
this country. He thought, therefore, the right of 
expatriation ought, at leaft, to be coBfirmed here, 
as an example to other countries *. 

Mr. W. Smithy in anfwer to his colleague, pro-' 
diited the cafe of Talbot, and the opinion given by 
the Secretary of State, and by the J udiciary Court,' 
<ni that occalion, in favour of the right of expa- 
iriation. 

Mr. Giles thought there could not be a doubt in 
the minds of Americans on the fubjcdl of expa- 
triation. Indeed, he faid, this was the foundation 
of our revolution; for they were not now*, he 
fefd, to be told they owed allegiance to a foreign^ 
country. It had not only been the ground of the 
revolution, but all their ads had been predicated 
upon this principle. He referred to the adl re- 
^pe<?ting the rights of naturalization, which makes 
every new citizen fwear to fupport the conftitution 
of the United States, and to renounce all other al- 
legiance. 

Mr. Sewall infifled upon the policy of preventing 
the renunciation of allegiance, without control. 
Tite treaty of peace with Great Britain^ he faidj had 
diffhlved our allegiaiice to that country ^ by acknoiw^ 
tedgirig our independence ^. 

Mr, Thatcher did not think the principle was ib 
important as it had been confidered. The great 
emigrations which we every day favv to this coun- 
try, might quiet their apprehenfions of many going 
from it. He did not think one man a-year would 

♦ And what nation, does ho imagine, would be flupid enough 
to follow this example ? 

t This is a complete anfwer to Giles's quibble, and it is, in- 
deed, the only tenable ground. It is the only good title that 
Americans plead. To plead any other right to a transfer of their 
allegiance, is to fet :up -a dangerous principle, is to fet up the 
right of defirtion^ ireafon^ and rtleltUn. 

I take 
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take advantage of the expatriation plauie, for fifty 
years to come, which could be no great al>je<S, 
e(pecially whtinit was confidered that thefe would 
probably be the leaft valuable of our citizens. 

Mr. Oils faid, that when this bill was firft re- 
ported, thefe claufes ftruck him unfavourably ; bat 
a little rcfledlion had convinced him of the pro- 
priety of retaining them. — The paffing of thjis pro* 
vifion, he faid, would not aflfedi the conflitutional 
right with refpeft to expatriation, wherever i^ 
might be. This bill did not relate to perfons emi- 
grating into the Spanilh or Englilh territories, but 
to perfons expatriating thefnfclve?, and engaging in 
Ihe fervice of foreign countries, , 
J. The quaflion on agreeing to the r^ort of the 
Cbmmittee of the whole to rejecSl the lixth and 
ifeventh fecftions of the bill, was taken and loft; 

57 ^o 34- : 

' All the amendments having been gone through, 

Mr. 3. Smith moved to poftpone the further confi- 

deration of the bill //// thefirfi Monday in JSov ember j 

which was carried, 52 to 44 *. 

Naval Armament. — Thurfday, June 22. The* 
order of the day in the Houfe of Reprefentatives, 
was the bill fqr ** providing a naval armament" 



* Thus the whole biil received the go-by. — It was bcft ; for 
the Houfe was gotten upon the mod ticklifli ground that ever an 
American Legiflature walked over. Pass the bill, and you 
eilabJiih, by law, the dangerous and deflrudtive right of tranf" 
ferring allegiance ; you add, indifference for one^s country^ ingrati^ 
tude^ and even treafon to the rights of man* — Reject the bill, 
smd you tell the world that, though you are determined to make 
all naturalized citizens forfwear their allegiance to other dates, 
you are refolved to prefervc the allegiance of your own ; and 
that, though you plead your right to the feamen of Great Britain, 
who are in your fervice, 3FOU are refolved no nation (hall t\tt 
pkdd any fuch right to yours* 

Mr, 
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Mr. Giles moved to introduce a (e6<:!on, to pre- 
vent the Prcfidcnt from employing the three frigates 
i^s convoys to foreign ports, inftead of the fedlioiji 
which now authorized him to do it, 

Mr. Parker thought it would be highly impro- 
per in them to didatc to the Prefident how he 
Ihould ufe theic veflels. He wifhed that to reft on 
the broad bafis of the Prelident's refponlibility, and 
would, therefore, ngrec to ftrike out the fedlion al- 
together. 

Mr. Giles alked, whether to aicertain the objcft 
upon which thefe veflels fhould be employed, was 
H legiflative or an executive a6l ? It was certainly 
legiflative. They ought to fay to the Prefident—* 
" Here is the force, and there is the objedl */' It 
was faid, they had already given an opinion to the 
Prefident, with refpe6l to the difputed articleis in the 
French treaty : he now wifhed a law to be pafTed io 
conformity to that opinion. They were often 
charged, Mr, Giles faid, with a want of confidence 
in the Prefident. He was free to own he had not 
viueh confidence in the frefeni Prefident. His fpeech 
at the opening of the ieifion had deflroyed all his 
confidence : but, however high their ppinion might 
be of the Executive, they ought not to lodge impro- 
per powers in his hands "f-* 

The 
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* What a pretty " Executive P* It is a mere farce, then, to 
talk about the power of the Prefident* Giles would treat him 
hift lil^e 7^ fubaltern officer* There is a galley far you ; ge arid tah 
that jbrhvateer if you can. ** Here is the force, and there is the 
obje^." What pretty work fucb an Executive would fooq 
Ipake in Ofeat Britain ! 

f There was a highw^ynaan, who, when about to receive fen* " 
tence of death, wanted to fwear the peace againfl the Judge, for he 
really thought he had a defign upon his life. Of this nature is M* 
Giles's fufpicion of the Prefident. His fpeech at the opening of 
Congrefs *• deftroyed the confidence^* of the Monfieur, as com-* 
plctcly as the exordium of the Judge " deflroyed the cejifiden^e*^ 

of 



The queftion for ftriking out was carried without 
It diviilpn. 

Mr. Giles then moved to infert the fedlion before 
propofedy to confine the uie of our frigates to the 
protedtion of our coafls and commerce, within fh$ 
furifdidlion of th^ United States^ 

Mr. S. Smith faid the/had been called together, 
becaufe the French had committed depredations oa 
our commerce, and refufed to receive our Minifler. 
He took notice of the different a6ls which they had 
piiled this feflion, till he came to this, which, iiii 
ms opinion, if our vefTels went out to fea, would 
lead to war, and therefore he wiihed to have them 
limited. When our Comraiffioners arrive in 
France, faid he, the French Dire<9:ory will alk, 
^ For what are you arming f Your Congre(s has 
^* been called together for the exprefs purpofc of 
*^ taking meafures againfl: us." They would add, 
^^ Difarnty or we will not treat withyou.^* 

Mr. Brookes was furprifed to hear a gentleman 
declare that we were brought to fuch a fituation 
that we could not take up arms in our own defence, 
without offending a foreign nation. He was the 
more afFe<9:ed at the declaration, becaufe it came 
from aq American foldier. " Barras," fays the gen- 
tleman, " will fay to the Commiflioners, Go home 
*• and lay down your arms, and we will then treat 
^* with you.'* He hoped the gentleman would 
^etradt this humiliating fentence *• 

The 

^ m 

of the poor knight of the pofi ; and the lofs of confidence, to the 
fufpedted parties, is much about the fame in both cafes. 

Mr. Giles is happy he has loft nobody's confidence, for he 
never was confided in by any body but his '* adored** people, a 
few of the outcafl of Virginia. A man accuflomed to plead the 
caufe of fraudulent debtors, was well calculated to defend the con- 
daft of Z plundering Republic. 

♦ Never did this, or any other country, witnefs h humiliating 
a fccne, ai the fittiqg of this day. A bill is brought in for em- 
ploying 
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The qtieftion was put and n^ativcd, 52 to 44.'-^ 
The following day, the bill having been gone 
♦brough, Mr. R. Williams propofed to amend the 
firfl feiStion of the bill, by adding,. after empowerin| 
the Prcfident, fhould he deem it expedient to caul 
the frigates to be manned and employed, ^^ pro* 
** Tided they fhall not be employed as convoys.*' • 

Mr. Giles hoped this amendment would be agreed 
to. He wilhed to define the obje<51: for which thefe 
veffels (hould be employed, that there might be no 
mifundcrftanding on the fubje<ft. Mr. G. infified 
that the French nation had a right to inquire of 
our Commiilioners fpr what we were arming, and 
if this amendment were agreed to, it would be a 
fufficient anfwer *. 

I 11 I ■ ^ mm p ■ I ■ n ■ m. ■■ » w » ^ ' 

ploying veiTels in defence of our coai!ls, and a member propofes tb 
keep thofe veflels within gun-ihot of the fhore, for fear of offenJ^ 
ing the enemy^ againfl vohofe robberies and infults that Jhore is to bf 
defended! Another is afraid that arming may be dangerous, be- 
caufe he -looks upon it as certain that the enemy will order ms to 
lay dovjn our arms^ before they fivill hear our complaints / Humi- 
liated, fallen, degraded (late ! This is " unconditional fubrntjion** 
with a vengeance. If thefe men fpeak the fentiments of the pt6» 
pie, I would fooner be a Weft Indii negro, than a citizen of Ame- 
rica. To live in abfolute bondage is no didionour : there have 
always been, bondmen ; but to be (laves while we boaft of our 
fireedom, to fuflfer our necks to be pinched with the yoke, till we 
can hardly wheeze out our vaunts ahout liberty and independence ! 
this is a fbite to be envied only by the guilty mifcreant at thb 
,bottom of his dungeon. 

* Farmer Giles '* infifted that the French nation had a right 
•* to a(k our Commiflioners for what we were armings" and, 
therefore, he wiflied to pafs the amendment, by way of anfwer to 
this modeft qucftion. But, pray. Farmer, would it not have been 
as well to let the Commiffioncr* frame their own anfwer ? It is 
fomething new, I believe, to prepare and to publiili an anfwer 
to a quefiion that has not yet been afked. The French have, ac* 
cording to the doftrine of their corrupted faiflion in this country, 
a right to do any thing and every thing, while independent America 
has a right to do nothing at all. There is no a6^ion of the infer- 
nal Jacobin defpots, which has not been juftificd^ even within the 
walls of Congrefs ; and yet, in this ftate of things, there are people 
Aupid cno\igh to believe that no fort of danger hangs over us, 

Mr. 
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Mr. W. Smith faid, if this amendment were 
agreed to, it might go farther than it was meant to ' 
go. The frigates might not be able to prote<Sl the 
tnidc of the United States at all. He did not fup- 
pofe they would be employed in convoying our 
vcflels to the Weft Indies; but if this provifion 
paffed, it would not be poffible for them to prote6t 
our trade from the Capes of the Delaware tp the 
Capes of Virginia. 

. Mr. S. Smith faid, if he underftood the amend- 
ment to go to the length which the gentleman 
from South Carolina reprefented it to go, he Ihould 
certainly be oppofed to it ; but he believed it only 
went to prevent the frigates from being employed 
as convoys to foreign ports. Merchants, he faid, 
who carried on a fair courfe of trade y would npt alk 
for convoys ; they would wifh to run the rifk and 
p alone ; for, if they went under convoy, the pro- 
ability would be, that, from a number of veflels 
iailing together, they would glut any market to 
which they might go, and confequently lower the 
price of their cargoes; but merchants who wifhed 
to go into rebel ports, would wifli \o be convoyed ; 
and the firft convoy th^t wpnt on fuch a bufinefs, 
he was confident would produce war *. 

Mr*. Fenahle faid, from what fell from the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina, he fuppofed he would 
be latisfied with ^ fmall amendment. That gen- 
tleman fuppofed that the prefent amendment would 
prevent the frigates frpm convoying our merghant- 
veffels from one part pf the Union to another. 
This might be remedied, by adding, '^ tp any fo-? 
** reign port or place.*' 



proved 



* I cannot help reminding tlie reader here, that it will be 
_-oved, in the courfe of this work, that the veflels of this Samud 
ooiith (who is a great merchant at Baltimore) were, at this very 
time, quietly failing with Fnnch prote^ions in the pockets of his 
Captains ! Virtuous republican ! 

vp*i- V?,' p Mu 
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Mr, R. Williams confented to make this a part of 
his amendment, which, thus modified, was naw^ 
carried, 47 to 35. 

The Committee rofe, and the Houfe proceeded to 
conlider the amendments ; the firft which came 
under confideration, was that for confining the 
frigates fi'om being ufed as convoys. 

Mr, Sitgreaves hoped this amendment would not 
prevail. He was at a lofs to account for the change 
of ientiment in the Houfe fince yefterday ; he 
thought it was then the opinion that they ought to 
provide the force, and, when provided, leave it to 
the difpofal of the Executive; and that if bethought 
proper to employ the frigates in the protedtion of 
our commerce beyond the jurifdidlion line, he 
Ihould be authorized to do {q. He yet entertained 
this opinion. It was a little extraordinary, he faid, 
that thofe gentlemen who had, on a former occalion, 
quoted the articles of the armed neutrality, fhould 
forget one of the moft important ; he meant that 
which fandlioned the right of convoying their trade 
in lime of peace, to proteft their neutrality againft 
the aggreffions of belligerent powers ; which doc-i 
trine had, by a folemn adl of her Government, 
been acquiefced in by France. This being the 
cafe, and feeing that the Prefident of the United 
States, in his fpeech at the opening of the feffion, 
had declared his opinion, that vencls ought to be 
provided as a convoy to our commerce, and know- 
ing no principle in the law of nations to the con- 
trary, he was furprifed the right fhould be called in 
queflion. He hoped no acft of that Houfe would 
juflify fuch a fentiment. Another glaring rncon-r 
fiflejicy. Gentlemen admitted that the frigates 
were to be employed for the prote6lion and dcfenic? 
of our commerce ; but he a&ed how this could b^ 
effeded, if they were not to be employed in the way 
of convoys ? He did not mean for a numbet of 

Ihip 
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ihips together, but for lingle vcflels. But it was 
faid that citizens who carried on an honeft trade, 
would not alk a convoy. How did this appear ? 
If there had been none fuch, he would allow that 
there was no neccflity for a convoy or naval force ; 
but, if there had been aggroflions, they muft have 
been upon the fair trade of this country, and per- 
fons employed in this trade were entitled to protec- 
tion. Why, he alked, were they always told of 
our commerce being forced into the rebel ports in 
the Weft Indies, and that war would be the confe- 
quence ? Was it to be fuppofed that the Prefident 
would wantonly go into this bufinefsf He hoped 
they fhould do what the circumflances of the coun- 
try required, and not profufely lavilh money which 
could anfwer no good purpofe, fince the injuries 
committed within our jurifdi6tion, compared to 
thofe fuflained upon the high feas, were not worthy 
of being named. — If any prote6lion was given, 
therefore, it fhould be extended beyond the jurif- 
didtion line. But it was faid three frigates were in- 
competent to the protection of the trade of the 
United States ; but they might be competent to 
protedl a part of it ; and if three frigates were not 
lefFe^lual, it was the duty of that Houfe to provide 
fuch as would be efFcdtual. But if this force would 
not be able to meet the naval power of any 
European country, it would be able to keep off 
privateers and piccaroons, and therefore be of fome 
icrvice. 

Mr. Swaftnvick faid, he felt himfelf called upon to 
giyehis reafons for voting againft employing the fri- 
gates asr a convoy to our trade. He looked upon the 
forcp as wholly inadequate. But it was faid it might 
be brought to operate in part. He was, however, 
afraid that, in attempting an obje6l to which they were 
not equal, they might, in the Weft India feas, en- 
danger the lofs of the vcftels thcmfelves ; for, vyhen 

p 2 the 
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the privateers and cruifers in thofe feas learned that 
we had frigates out, they would become more acrimo^ 
nious than ever *. 

It could not, he faid, be fuppofed that the pre- 
fent war in Europe could be of long duration, nor 
could it be expefted that we Ihould be competent, 
whilft it lafled, to give complete proteftion to out 
tommerce ; he thought, therefore, it would be much 
better to trujl entirety to enfurance^ than to rilk thcfc 
veffels as a convoy ; and if the trade was not worth 
carrying on, after having paid the enfurance, he would 
give it up. He wifhed to avoid taking any meafure 
which might lead to war ; for, if that were to take 
place, we lliould fuffer infinitely more than we now 
fufFer from any depredations committed upon our 
commerce. Our trade in the Weft Indies, he faid, 
was in fome degree prote<9ed by the rival interefls of 
the contending powers in thofe feas. They had 
hc^rd (and he owned it was with no pleqfant fenfaiion 
he heard it) that our veffels had Jailed under Brttijh con^ 
vqys in th^t qu(irter\ ; fo that the trade, in fome de- 
gree. 



*So thAt, in order to ke^p the rafcally pirates in a good humour, 
and enfuie their forbearance, we are to keep our frigates within 
£un-(hot of the fhore ! Why then, Monsieur Swanwick, in the 
same of all that's crawling, fwindling, ^nd treacherous, why did 
you vote for the appropriations for equipping and manning thefe 
frigates, if you thought " it would be better to trufi entirely to enfu^ 
rance^ than r'r/k them as a convoy f** 

The lofs of one of oui^ frigates, he faid, he fliould moft finfihjy 
regret, " as it would call a damp on the germ of our navy.*' You are 
Vio farmer^ Monficur, or you would have known that moifturt caft 
on the getm of any thing tends to make it^rwv zn^Jtouri/b^ It * 
muft be confeiTed that the little man, {illy as he is, has fallen upon 
a certain method of preferving our frigates from being either cap- 
tured or beat. If they never go out of the reach of our batteries, 
the devil's in it if any body can take therti. However, in thi§ 
cafe, the expenfe of guns might certainly be fav^d. A man of ftraw 
wants nothing better than a dagger of lath. 

f Hear this, ye gulls of merchants, who voted him into Con» 
grels, and acknowledge that he treats you ap you aeferved ! He is an 

Engliflimau ! 
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grce^ ffote£ted itfclf by the intereft which It holds 
Out to the parties. If the frigates were to be em- 
ployed as convoys, he did not believe the rates of en- 
furance would at all be lowered ; for he did not find 
that even the Britifli, with all the force, they had in 
the Weft Indies, could effectually proteft their mer- 
chant-velTels againft the French privateers. Befides, 
be fhould look upon the lofs of one of the frigates as 
a very unfortunate occurrence ; it would caft a damp 
tipon the germ of our tiavy^ and would be a difcou- 
ragement to the voting of any more money for that 
objefl. This he fhould ntofifenfibly regret. The fri^. 
gates might be of fome ufe in the protection of our 
coafts and jurifdi61ion, without running any of the 
rilks which he thought would be run in fending them 
out as convoys. Coming from a large commercial 
My, as he did, he fhould never be backward in his 
fupport of an efFedlual naval eftablifhment ; but, for 
the prefent, he thought it beft to keep the frigates 
about our coaft. 

Mr. Gallatin faid, as he meant to vote againft the 
pafflng of the bill, he would briefly flate his reafon 
for doing fo. He knew only of two arguments in fa- 
vour of the bill ; the firfl, that it was neceflfary du- 
ring a time of peace to lay the foundation of a navy ; 
the other was, that the frigates being built, it would 



£ngli(hman ! His father Was a penfioner of King George ; and his 
mother, who lives under his roof, and whofe loaf he (hares, now is, 
I believe, a penfioner of the fame King ; yet the rancour he enter- 
tains againft his generous King and country is fuch^ that he would 
rather your vefTels were to the very laft feized and condemned, 
your uilors rotting in French dungeons, and yourfelves reduced 
to his own miferable iituation, than that you fhould derive protec- 
tion from a Britifh' fhip of war ! Yes, we know that you " come 
•* from a large commercial city^^ and all the world knows it to oujT 
&ame. I look upon this boaft as a premeditated infuit, as a fpe- 
w^ of defiance to the people of property in this city ; and if it docs 
not at another election produce the proper efie<St, we defcrve tp 
kc forked by jpairs, and fold like cattle at the market* 

P3 W 
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be proper to fnan them. As to the propriety af hav-fi 
ing a navy, bti dtd not mean to go generally into 
the luhjed ; but he would make a few obfervations 
as to our fituation far engaging in an eitabliihment 
of this kind. Suppofe that navies were neceiT^r; in 
European nations to increafe their power ot to pro* 
ted their commerce, thefe confiderations did not 
apply to our prefont circumflances. In order to prove 
this, it was only neceflary to take a view of pur reve-* 
nue and the cxpenfe of a fleet. The amount of re- 
venue from the iftof ApriU 1796, to the lil of April, 
1797, received in the Treafury, was 7,400,000 dol- ' 
lars ; a fum which by far exceeded that of any former 
year : and he did not think that the permanent reve- 
nlie of the United States could be well expended 
beyond that fum. For inftance, be did not think 
that nine millions could be raifed from the peopk 
without oppreilion. Indeed, by the befl calculations 
of the quantity of circulating medium in the coun<* 
try, it was not allowed to exceed eight millions ; and 
he did not believe that any nation could raiie a 
larger fum in taxes than was equal to the amount of 
their circulating fpecie. He lliould therefore vote 
againft this bill, becaufe he did not btrlieve we could 
laife revenue equal to the expenfc of fupporting a 
fleet ; for, although we had a large capital in land, 
' we had but a fmall quantity of circulating medium ^ 
and from our fcattcred fituation, that medium cir- 
culated much flower than in fmallcr compadl' coun- 
tries ; and it muil: be allowed that the quantity of 
tevenue which could be raifed depended on the 
amount of circulating medium. 

Mr. Giles faid he fliould vote againft the pafl!ing 
of the bill. He thought a navy would be a great 
evil for this country. Our great intereft lay in the 
foil ; and if ever the vitals of the country were to be 
ir-jiWQ together for the purpofe of protecting our 

. commerce 
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commerce on the fea, he fhould greatly lament iu 
He believed the defpotiim of nations kept pace ac- 
cording to the ratio of expenfe of their Goveirnment. 
He was forry to (ay that hfc was iqore and more con- 
vinced that it was the conilant aim of fome gentle- 
men in that Houfe to increafe the, expenfes of our 
Government. The propriety of eflablifhing a navy 
had fcarcely been ever ferioufly confidered ; it was 
firft begun under an alarm, and it had been continn- 
ally carried on by the fame means; Mr. G. adverted 
to the methods employed to raife nien by preffing in 
^\l countries where navies are eftablifhed ; and in- 
filled that navies and prefs-gangs were infeparable ; 
for, faid he, the wages of feamen are now thirty dol- 
lars a month, and when men are wanted for the fri- 
gates, the price will doubtlefs be increafed, and the 
prefs-gang muft be reforted to, or the navy muft be 
abandoned. 

Mr. Harper agreed that our Government depended 
tipon the afFedlions of the people for its fupport ; but 
how were thefe afFedions to be gained ? It was .by 
protedling them with a dignified, enlarged, and con- 
firmed policy. By thefe means the country would 
become flrong ; and if the people faw their Go- 
vernment, from the paltry idea of expenfe, aban- 
don its rights, they would not care what became of 
it. The principles of the gentleman from Penlifyl- 
vania would be correal, if national rights, dignity, 
and honour could be fettled by counting-houfe cal- 
culations. If fo, all governments .might be aban- 
doned; no public meafure could be carried into ef- 
fedl : fince it could not be faid of any, that it produced 
.as much money as it coft ; but if they were ufeful in 
protecting the rights and liberties of the country, 
they were certainly more to be prized than money. 
He denied that navies in every country were fup- 
ported by prefs-gangs ; thofe of Holland, Sweden, 

p 4 Denmark, 
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Denmark, France*, and Portugal, were fuppoftcd 
without imprelTment ; and in England, a very fmall 
proportion of the men employed on board their fle^t 
were imprelled. It was only on fudden emergencies 
that this pradlice was reforted to. All that would be 
ncceflary in this country, would be, to give fomewhat 
higher wages than the Britifh. He hoped, therefore, 
t^ bill would pafs. 

Mr. Nicholas had always been of opinion that tb^ 
expenfe of thefe frigates was a ufelefs expenfe ; he did 
Dot believe a cafe could happen, except within our 
own jurifdi(Slion, where thefe veffels could be of ad- 
vantage to us ; but, notwithftanding this was his opi- 
nion, he fliould vote for the palling of this bill, be- 
cauie he faw the fcntiment of that Houfe and of the 
public was ftrongly in its favour, from a perfualion 
that the meafure was neceflary, and that the thing 
would be a continual topic of difpute until it was 
carried into efFe6^. He was willing, therefore, to let 
the veffels go to fea, believing that nothing fhort of 
a6tual experience would convince the fupporters of 
this meafure that it was ufelefs, expenlive, and inju- 
rious ; and hoping that, after one yearns experience of 
the plaything, finding money was of greater value 
than the frigates, all parties would concur in the ic- 
linquifhing it. 

Mr. Sewall faid, that the arguments which had been 
ufed againft this bill for the protedtion of the trade 
of the United States, went to fhow that commerce 
was ufeleis, and that the prote6tion of it would beex- 
penfive beyond any profit which could be derived 
from it ; and fome who voted for the pafiing of the bill 
did it from the profefled motive of giving the thing a 
trial, that it might afterwards be abandoned. Gentle- 
men who depend upon agriculture for every thing, 

♦ Mr. Harper was certainly joking about France. They have 
*no need to prefs in that free country, where the whole people of the 
conntnr are in a lUtc of requifition^ which ti no other than aftate of 
ijnfrejimenu 

ke 
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he faid, need not put themfelves to the expcnfe of 
proteiSiing the commerce of the country ; commdrCd 
was able to prote<5l itfelf if they would only fufFer it 
to do fo. Let thofe States who live by commerce be 
leparated by the Confederacy — (Mr. Varnum wilhed 
to know if this was in order.) Mr. S. went on. He 
had in his eye people who lived by commerce, and 
he could not underftand that they lived by the meri^ 
good will of the Union.— Let them, faid he, beaban-* 
doned : but let it be done before tl>ey are reduced to 
poverty and wretchedncfe. Their colle6led induftry 
and poverty were equal to their awn protedlion ; and 
let other parts of the Confederacy tafce care of them^ 
felves. 

After fome further debate, the amendment reftrain- 
ing the Prefident from employing the frigates as con- 
Toys, was put, and carried, 70 to 25. The bill then 
pafTed. 

When, however, the bill, thus haggled and mu- 
tilated, came before the Senate^ they, without much 
hefitation, fent it back with difdain. This furnilhed 
an excellent opportunity for the French faction to 
endeavour to defeat the bill altogether ; and, there- 
fore, the amendments of the Senate were no fooner 
read, than New^ of Virginia, moved to poftpone all 
further conlideration of the fubjedl to the firft Mon- 
day in November. 

This motion having been rejected, the amend* 
ments were taken up, beginning with the principal 
one, viz, that rci\>Q&mg convoys. The Seriate would 
not agree to prohibit the Prefident from employing 
the frigates as convoys. Nicholas moved that tlie 
Houfe fhould infijl ; and his motion was lofl but by one 
vote. A motion was then made from the other fide 
of the Houfe to recede ; but this was loft alfo, and a 
middle courfe was determined on. A Committee 
was appointed to confer with the Senate on the fub- 
jc6l: of the difference ; the refult of which conference 
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was, the Senate agre^ to recede from all their Othct 
amendments, but from that refpediing convoys they 
would not recede. 

The bill was now taken up for the laft time in the 
^oufe of Reprcfentatives ; and after very flrenuous 
efforts on the part of the French to defeat it altoge* 
ther, it was put to the vote, and carried (with the Sei* 
iiate's amendment^, 57 to 47*. 

Spattijk Affairs, *-^T\\G treaty with Spain, whicSh was 
coiicluded jufl after the treaty with Great Britaia w^s 
made, makes provilion for the mode of fettling the 
difpute, which had long exified, refpe6l:ing the boun- 
dary line between the temtories of Spain and thofe 
of the United States. There is no doubt but this 
bulinefs would have bccD fettled very amicably ; but, 
after the treaty was made, and before the Americaft 
* Commifliotier went off in order to run the line, the 
poor King of Spain had made peace with France ; and 
it wasdoubtlefs by the order of the villains of Paris, 
that every difficuhy was thrown in the way of the 
American Commiffionen — ^The following reports of 
the Secretary of State give a full account of the mat- 
ter. 

Department of State^ June 10, 1797. 

The Secretary of State refpeftfully reports to the 
Prelident of the United States the fubllance of the 
information received the 8th inft. from Andrew EUi- 
cott, Efq. the Commilfioner of the United States ap- 
pointed to run the boundary line between their ter- 
ritory and his Cafliolic Majefly's colonies of Eafl and 
Weft Florida. 



* If any proofs were wanting of the exiftence of a French fee- 
tion, of the exidcnce of a powerful French influence in America, 
the debates on this bill have mod amply furnillied it. If the French 
defpots had had reprcfentatives in the Congrefs, they couid 
not have difcovcred more zeal in their caufe thao was difcovcred by 
Dtarly one half of the members. 

Although. 
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. Although Mr. EHicott left PhUadelphia in Sep- 
tember, 1796, to proceed by the Ohio and Miffiffippi 
rivers, to the Natchez, the place appointed by the 
treaty with Spain ; at which the Commiflioners of 
the two Governments were to meet; yet, owing to 
the lownefe of the waters of the Ohio, he did not 
reach its mouth until the 19th day of December: 
two days after which, both the Ohio and Miffiffippi 
were almoft frozen over. On the aift of January 
the ice began to give way, and their ftore-boat ar-* 
riving on the ^8th, they proceeded on the 31ft for 
the Natchez. On the 21ft February Mr. EHicott 
ireGeived a letter from his Catholic Majefly's Gro- 
vernor, Gayofo de Lemos, dated at the Natchez the 
1 7th February, mentioning the information he had 
received of his approaching arrival, attended by a 
military guard and ibme woodfmen ; and defiring 
that the troops might be left about the mouth of 
Bayon Pierre ; afl%ping for his reafon, that thereby 
every unforefeen mifunderftanding between the troops 
of the two powers would be prevented. With this 
requeft, from views of accommodation, Mr. EHicott 
complied. Bayon Pierre is about 60 miles above the 
Natchez. 

On the 24th February Mr. EHicott reached the 
Natchez, and immediately by a letter acquainted 
Governor Gayofo of his arrival. The Governor on 
the fame day returned an anfwer. The day follow- 
ing they had an interview, and^fixed on the 19th of 
March to proceed down the river to Clarkfeville, 
near which it was fuppofed the^ne would com- 
mence. The Monday following, February a 7th, 
Mr. EHicott wrote a letter to the Baron de Caronde- 
let, his Catholic Majefly's Governor General of Loui- 
liana, and the Commiflioner named by the Court of 
Spain for afcertaining the boundary line, to inform 
bim of his arrival at the Natchez as the Commiflioner 
of the United States, The Baron's anfwer^ dated 

. March 
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March i ft, was received the '9th ; dnd on the lame 
day Governor Gayofo wailed on Mr. Ellicott, and 
inroriped him that the B^ron, in confequence of in* 
terefting concerns btelow, had declined to attend^ and 
that the whole bufindfs had devolved on him. Mr. 
ElUcott expreffed his iatisfaftion, becaufe he cx- 
pediled that lie (Governor Gayofo) would be imme- 
diately ready to proceed. The Governor anfwered, 
^* No time ihall be loflr ; but I fear I fhall not be 
ready by the 19th ; and although the Baron declines 
adlingon account of ihe buiinefs which demands hi9 
conilant attention at Orleans, he is, nererthelefs, 
dcfirous of having an interview with you ; and, for 
that purpofc, ha6 ordered a galley to be fitted up for 
your ufe and accommodation to New-Orleans^**— Mr. 
Ellicott confidered that the third article of the treaty 
with Spain required the Commifiioners for running 
the boundary line to meet at Natchez; and then, 
being at this poft, it was his duty to remain there 
until the Spanifli Commiflioner fhould be ready to 
proceed with him to the place where the line fhoul4 
commence ; and therefore he declined the Baron^s 
invitation. 

On the 27th February Mr. Ellicott encamped at 
the upper end of the town of Natchez, about a quar- 
ter of a mile from the fort occupied by the Spanifti 
troops ; and two days after hoifted the flag of the 
United States. Upon this he received a verbal mef- 
fage from Governor Gayofo, by his Aid, Major 
Minor, defiring the flag might be taken down; 
which Mr. BJlicot declined doing. The requeft 
was not repeated. Here Mr. Ellicott began his 
aflronomical obfervations, and found the hill on 
which he was encamped, to be in latitude 310 33' 
46'', or about 39 miles north of the fouth boundary 
of the United States. 

In this fltuation Mr. Ellicott was told alarming 
flories about the unfavourable difpofition of the In- 
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dians, un^er ap idea that the United States were 

meditating their deftrudlion. The whole fettlemcnt 

was for fome days fwarming with them ; and they 

•frequently went about his camp with drawn knives. 

For his own fafety, he frequently iffued provifionsto 

them. Thus critically circumftanced, he, on the 

1 ith of March, wrote to Governor Gayofo the letter 

to which he received the anfwer. But in the mean 

time Mr. Ellicott had fent an exprefs to the com-- 

manding officer of his cfcort (confifting of only 

twenty-five men), which, in complaifance to the 

Governor's firft requeft, he had left fi^ty miles up 

the river, to come dovi^n diredly to the Natchez. 

And being determined not to countermand this order, 

he, on the 13th, wrote to Governor Gayofo the letter, 

• propofing Bacon's Landing, about a mile below his 

camp, for the ftation of his efcort ; but before this 

•letter was fent he had an interview with the Go* 

vernor, who undertook to prove the propriety and 

Heceffity of the whole party from the United States 

going down to Clarke's Place, and clofed hisreafon- 

' ing by obferving, that if the efcort did land at the 

jNatchez he Ihould conlider it as an infult offered to 

the King his mafter. Mr. Ellicott then telling the 

. Governor that he Ihould fend him immediately an 

unfwer in writing, obferved, that the defire which 

was conftantly manifefied to draw him from that 

place (the Natchez) appeared lingular, as it was de- 

lignated in the late treaty between his Catholic Ma- 

jefty and the United States, as the; place of meeting 

for the Commiflioners ; and, therefore, that he ihould 

rejedl every propolition that was intended to draw 

him from his prefent lituation, until the Commiffioner 

and Surveyor on behalf of the Crown of Spain 

Were ready to proceed to bufinefs. To which the 

Governor replied, ** Sir, you either miftake my 

" meaning, or I have expreflcd myfelf very badly. 

^' I do not want you to leave this place, but, on the 

*^ contrary. 
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^* contrary, I am defirous for you to take up your 
^^ refidence in my home ; you will live there much 
*^ more comfortably than in a tent/' Mr. Ellicott 
faid that his tent was much more agreeable than ft 
palace ; for in his camp he enjoyed an independence 
charadteriftic of the nation he had the honour to rc- 
prefent. The next morning Mr. Ellicott fent his 
letter, and the fame day received the Governor's 
anfwer, expreffing his entire fatisfa6lion with M?.- 
EUicott's fentiments, as uniformly agreeing with his 
own, in every thing which could combine the mutual 
interefts of the two nations. 

The evening following, March t^, Mr. Ellicott*s 
eicort arrived at the Landing, and the next day went 
down to the place he had propofed for their ftation. 

The officer of the efcort having found in the fettle* 
xnent a number of deferters from the American army, 
took them up : this occafioned fome verbal commu- 
nications between Governor Gayofo and Mr. Ellicott, 
the former defiring the deferters might be difmifled. 
Mr. Ellicott thereupon propofed this arrangement : 
that fuch deferters from the army of the United States 
as came into that country, and took the protedlion 
of the Spanifh Government prior to the time fixed 
by the treaty for the evacuation of the pofls, fhould, 
for the prefent, remain unmolefled ; but that fuch as 
had come to that country fince that time (hould bo 
liable to be taken and detained. 

About the time Mr. Ellicott's eicort arrived, the 
principal part of the artillery was taken out of the 
fort and carried to the Landing, and every appearance 
made of a fpeedy evacuation ; but pn the z ad of 
March great induflry was ufed in carrying cannon 
back to the fort, which were immediately i^mounted. 
This gave great alarm to the inhabitants of the dif* 
trift, who generally manifefled a defire of being de- 
clared fubjedls of the United States, and at once to 
renounce the Spanilh jurifdidtiou. In order to quiet 
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the "minds of the inhabitants, and to be able to give 
them fome reafons for the Governor's conduct, which 
now began to be coniidered as hoflile to the United 
States, Mr, EUicott, on the 23d of March, wrote the 
letter which was followed by a note, to which he 
received the Governor's anfwer. This anfwer con- 
taining information that the important bufinefsof rua* 
uing the boundary line Ihould foon be commenced^ 
and an aflurance that nothing could prevent the re- 
ligious compliance with the treaty, Mr. Ellicott cX- 
pefled his fatisfadlion in his letter to the Governor, 
No. 12. 

It being now reported that the American troops 
would be down in a few days, the Governor fent by 
his Aid, to Mr. Ellicott, an open letter from the Go* 
vcrnor directed to Captain Pope, who, it was faid, 
commanded thofe troops, informing him that for 
fundry reafons it would be proper and conducive to 
the harmony of the two nations, for himfelf and the 
detachment under his command to remain at or near 
the place where the letter Ihould meet him, until 
the pofls ihould be evacuated ; and as every prepa- 
ration was making for that pijrpotb, the delay would 
be but a few days, when he would be happy to fee 
him at the Natchez. This propofal to Captain Pope, 
the Governor, in his letter, defired Mr. Ellicott to 
fecond. Upon reading the letter Mr. Ellicott obferv- 
ed to Major Minor, that it was impoilible for him 
to join in the Governor's requeft to Captain Pope, as 
it was well known to him (Mr. Ellicott), that, intlead 
of evacuating the poiis, they were making them more 
defenfible; However, Mr. Ellicott faid he would 
write a letter to the officer commanding the detach- 
ment, and requefled Major Minor (as he was to be 
the bearer of the Governor's letter to the Walnut 
Hills) to take charge of it ; to which he had no ob- 
jedion, 
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On ths a 8 th of March the Governor ifTued the 
proclamation bearing the date of March 29th^ am) 
another bearing the fame date, with the avowed ob* 
jedt of quieting the minds of the inhabitants i but 
they produced a contrary efFedt. As foon as tho 
Governor dilcovered this, he requefted two gentlemen 
of the fettlement to inform Mr. EUicott that he, the 
Governor, had received diredlions from the General 
in Chief, the Baron de Carondelet, to have the artiU 
lery and military flores expeditipufly removed from 
the forts, which were immediately to be given up to 
the troops of the United States upon their arrival. 
Great pains were taken to inculcate this report ; but 
it did not remove fufpidons. In order, therefore, to 
obtain a direct explanation, Mn EUicott, on the 316 
pf March, wrote to the Governor the letter, enclo* 
iin^ two paragraphs of an addrefs he had received 
from a number of refpec^able inhabitants of the dif- 
tri6l. The Governor's anfwer, of the fame date, 
confirmed every fufpicion, as it contained an explicit 
declaration, that his General ha.d given him pofitive 
orders to fulpend the evacuation of the po^s. until 
the two Governments ihould determine whefhcr the 
works were to be left ftanding or to be demoliflicd ; 
and until, by an additional a^^icle to the treaty, .the 
real property of the inhabitants ihould be iecured, 
agreeably to his proclamation, in which the Governor 
thought proper to tell the inhabitants that negotia- 
tions were on foot between his Catholic Majefty and 
the United States, for the adjuilment of that other 
, matter. It may not be improper to remark that no 
luch negotiation had exifted, and that this is the 
iirft time that thcfe objeilions to the evacuation Oif 
the polls have been heard of. This peremptory dcT 
plaration of Governor Gayolb requires no comment. 

Mr. EUicott fays, that, with the exception of abput 
eight perfons, including feme officers, all the inha-r 
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l>itants of the Natchez 4.iftri£b (within the limit o£ 
the United States) are defitous of corning under their 
JurifdidtioD, and to have a government eftabliihed 
there, iimilar to that north-weft of the river Ohio. 
My inquiries enable me to add^ that the population 
amounts to nearly four thoufand fouls. 

Mr. Ellicott further informs that he has not only 
reafon to believe, but b certain, that many grants for 
lands in that diftri6l have been given out by the of* 
ficers of the Governmefk of Louifiana, nnce th^ 
ratification of the late treaty, ahd that their furveyorf 
are now executing the furveys. 

On the 1 8th of April, when Mr. Ellicott was fold- 
ing up his difpatches, he received from Governor 
Gayofo the letter complaining of the enliilment of 
perfons in that difi:ri<^ as an infringement of tho 
rights of his Catholic Majefty ; and requefling that 
the perfons enlified might be difcharged ; to which 
Mr. Ellicott immediately returned an anfwer,. ob« 
lerving that the matter required inveftigation ; bujt 
aiTuring Governor Gayofo that he would be careful 
neither to infringe the rights of the fubjedls of his 
Githolic Majefiy, nor willingly fufFer thofe of the 
Citizens of the United States to be infringed. 

The bearer of Mr. Ellicott's difpatches informs me^ 
«that before he left the Natchez they had heard that 
two gun-boats were preparing at ISfew-Orleans to 
>ring up reinforcements ; and fince his arrival I have 
ireceived information which, conne(5led with this 
detail of fads, is entitled to belief — ^that about the 
xoth of May, three large boats full of troops, be- 
fidesa party by land, fet off from New-Orleans for 
the Natchez— it was added, for the purpofe of driv- 
ing off the continental troops that had taken pof* 
femon, a^eeably to the late treaty. 

Timothy Pickering. 
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:4dditiofial Report of the Secretary of State to the Pre^^ 
t fidtHt of the United States ^ ofths Proceedings tffthi 

Officers of his Catholic Majefiy^ in relation to the 
: Pofts occupied hy his Troops within the Limits of tit 

United States^ the Boundary Line^ and other M^tier$ 
■ therewith corttie&ed. 

On Thiiriaay laft, the 29th of June, \ rctifeit*d 
farther^ difpatcbes Froto Aiidrew Ellicott, Ettj. th6 
Commiffioiicr of the.Unitfed Stetfes dt the Natthtc*^ 
flated the loth of May laft, of which an cxtratft arid 
cppies, numbered one, two, and three, aire fubjoined. 
By thefc it appears, that a nev^ motive has beeti af- 
.figned by the Comriiander in Chief, the Baron de 
Cafondeiet, and Governor Gaybfb, for ftill retaining 
the poffeffion of the pbfts of the Natchez and Wat 
itiut Hills, and for ftrengthening the fortificatlbiw, Viss* 
TO guard againft an attack by the Britijh front Vitiadd^ 
This motive being derived from information comrtitr- 
jiicafed to the Baron de Carondelet by the CItevalier 
yje Yrujo, the Minifter of his Catholic Miajefty to 
the United States, it appears neceflTary again to'blring 
Ijeifor^ the Pirefident iihy correlpondence ^ilh tte 
Spanifh and Britifh Minifters on tl^at fubjetSl. ' . 
^' Although the Minilter declared he had jurt reafoni 
rfor fafpefting an expedition from Canada *ta« Jn-e* 
'paring by the Britifli againft the upper partn. of 
'JLptiifiana^ yet he never mcntiotlied a fitigle faift^'ofr 
tfeafon on which his fufpicion wis fetlrided. Flroth 
'all the exiftitig circutnftanccfs, I ever belicVed flfe 
/ibfpicioh to be grdtiridlefs; and the note of Mt» 
•Lifton, thq Britiih Minifter, of the 19th laft month, 
declares that no fuch expedilibn has been,' or is in- 
' tended by the Britiih Gov^nment. . 

On the 1 6th of NKrch laft; by {he Trefidetit^s dt- 

re<fti6h, I inquired of the MiniUer of his Catholic 

Majefty whether the Spanifli troops had been with- 

r*drawii^, ajgreeably to tlie treaty,^from the territory of 
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the United Slates ; and if not, what orders or mea- 
lures for withdrawing them had been taken. To 
this the Minifter anfwcred on the 17th of April, that 
Hot having for fomc months heard from the Baron de 
Carondelet, he was ••^deprived of any information 
*^ touching the fteps taken for the execution of the 
^* treaty." Neverthelefs he had previoufly informed 
the Baron de Carondelet of his fufpicions of a pro- 
je6ted expedition from Canada ; for on the ifi of 
May it is offered by Governor Gayofo as a new 
reafon for continuing to hold the pofts. 

On the 24th of June laft, the Minifier of his Ca- 
tholic Majefty wrote me the letter, in which he un- 
dertakes to give the fubAance of two letters from the 
Saron de Carondelet, and which about a week before 
he had orally tranflated to me from the Spanifh ori- 
ginals. Thefe letters (as appears by the detail of 
.them now given by the Minifter) exhibited divert 
tomplaints againil Mn EUicott, whofe condu^ ts 
aifigned as the caufe of an alleged inifunderftai;^ding 
i>etween him and Governor Gayofo, and of the 4elay 
ia commencing the running of ibe boundary line. 
• One article, however, the Minifter has omitted ia 
liis recitah The Baron de Carondelet complained^ 
tMTiong other things, that Mr. EUicott had not ^vea 
Hm notice of his arrival at the Natchq? ts the Cooi'- 
tniifioner on the part of the United States for running 
<he boundary line between their territories and thofc 
of Spain. I was aftonifhed at this complaint, as I 
had then, lying on my table Mr. Ellicott's letter to 
the Baron, dated the 27th of February, only three 
days after Mr. Ellicott's arrival at the Natchez, an<* 
nouncing hns arrival ai the: Commiifion^^ of the 
United States for' tiie obietSt iabove ex{^eiled, and 
two copies of ithe Barons anTwer, dat^d at New- 
Orleans the I ft of March, one of the original Spa- 
tillh, and the other a tranflation inEnglifli, acknow- 
ledging the receipt of Mr, Ellicott's Jetter, andl 
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*' congratulating him on his arrival in that country 
^^ in the character of Commilfioner on the part of 
'^ the United States, to run the dividing line hetween 
^^ the territories of his Catholic Majefly and the 
^^ United States.'* I immediately prefented theie 
eopies to the Minifter, in whom the repugnance of 
fadt to alTertion excited the natural fenfation ; but 
foon recolle6ting himfelf, he made this apology for^ 
the Baron, that he fuppofed that he did not confider 
Mr. EUicott's letter as official. This letter and the 
tranflation of the Baron's anfwer have been already 
laid before C!ongrefs and publi(hed. 

The fa6ls I have here ftated relative to the com* 
plaint of the Baron de Carondelet, which the Spanifli 
Minifier has omitted in his detail, appeared to me 
important to be laid before you, to be confidered 
together with the other complaints which the MiniAer 
has recited. As to the complaint that Mr. EUicott 

attempted to get pofleffion of the Natchez fort by 

furprife^ and that the Governor Gayofo has in 
^' bi^ power documents which evidently prove the 
^^ intention of that attempt ;'* I have examined the 
two gentlemen who have brxMight Mr. £llicott'6 difr 
patches, and they ^csjbcc that they never heard of 
luch an attempt bong made or intended by Mr. Bl- 
licott; and that, far from exciting difafiedtion to 
the Spanifh Government in the minds of the inha« 
bitants of Natchez, he uniformly recommended pa* 
tience and fubmiflion^ until the Sfmnifh jurifdidtion 
ihould be withdrawn. 

Upon a view of the whole correfpondence, now 
and befofe fubmitted to the Prefident, it appears {hat 
the Governors of bis Catholic MajeAy on the Mif* 
fiflippi have, on various pretences, po^)oned the 
Tunnmg of the boundary hue, and the withdrawing 
of his troops from the pofis they occupied within the 
territory of the United States ; that after repeated 
^vcrtuicSj ptomifes^ and appearances of commencing 

the 
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Oic execution of the treaty between the two na- 
tions, in both thofe rejfpeds, their condu(St de* 
monftrates that for an indefinite period they meafi 
to avoid doing either ; that there is but too much 
reafon to believe Mr. EUicott's fu(picions welj 
founded^ that an undue influence has been exercifed 
over the Indians by the officers of his Catholic Ma«; 
jefly, to prepare them for a rupture with the United 
States ; thefe fufpidons correfponding with other in- 
telligence recently received by the Secretary of War, 
and by me. Mine is by a private letter from Colonel 
Sargent^ the Secretary of the territory north- wefl of 
the river Ohio. 

Whether this plan of exciting the Indians to direct 
hoflilities again (I the United States has been con« 
templated and promoted by any of our own citizens^ 
it may be difficult to. fay ; but that one or more of 
thofe citizens have propofed and taken meafures to 
detach the fouthern Indians from the intereils of the 
United States, and to defiroy the influence of the. 
public agents over thofe nations, and thus to defeat 
the great obje<9:s of their appointment, the chief of 
which is tp preferve peace, is certain. The evidence 
of this important fa<5): wjll be laid before you by the 
Secretary of War. That evidence having a reference 
to the Britifh Minifter and his Grovemment, I took 
the liberty of addreffing to him a letter, dated the ift 
inAant, to which I received an anfwer. 

As clofely conne6led witB this bufineis, 1 lay before 
you the copy of wy letter, dated the 27th of April 
laft, to Charles Jackfon, Efq. the Diftridl Attorney 
of Georgia, reciting a paifage in a letter from the 
Spaniih Minifler, dated the 21ft of April, declaring 
his poiitive knowledge that the Englifh had made 
propolitions to General Clarke of Georgia, to obtain 
his influence in that State, in conjun6lion with fome 
perfons who might make a diverfion or ierious attack 
agaipfl: Florida. By Mr. Jacklbn's anfwer> from 
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As applicable to captures made lince laft O Aobef, 
the decree of the Executive Direftoty of the 2d of 
^uljTi 17969 merits the firft attention. It announces 
that the conduct bf France towards neutrals wiH 
be regulated b^ the manner in which they ihould 
fufFer the Englifh to treat them. At Malaga and 
Cadiz, the French Consuls hav^ interpreted this de- 
cree to authorize the capture and condemnation of 
American vefTelSj for the Angle circumftance of 
their being defined to a Britiih port. But its fulleft 
tSk& has been produced in the Weft Indies, whofi; 
'^leas fwarm. ,with privateers and gun-boats, which 
have been called forth by the latitude allowed to their 
idepredations by the indefinite terpis of that decree 
And the explanatory" orders of the agents of the Dr- 
te&ory at Gruadalonpe and St. Domingo. Two of 
.' thefe decrees have been already communicated to 
Congrefe*, and it may be only requifitc here to refer 
to them. 

'At Guadaloupe an order was i0bed by Viitpr 

Hugucs.and Lebas, dated the ift of February laft, 

' liulhorizing the capture and condemnation of all 

"^Utral vefTels bound to certain enumerated ports, 

■ Wljicb it is pretended in the decree were delivered up 

to the Englilh, and are occupied and defended by 

.emigrants; and alfo of fuch veiTels ^s fhould be 

cleared out generally for the Weft Indies. Thjs de- 

• cree refers to and enforces a decree of the 34th of 

December, 1 796, ifliied in conformity with the decree 

' of the Executive Direftory of the ad of July, 1796, 

fo far as it is not departed from by the decree of the 

a7th of February laft. The decree of the a4th of 

Etecember has not been received at the Department 

of State ; but is fuppofcd to direft the confifcation 

of the cargoes of neutral veflels bound to or from 

* In the report of the Secretary of State, dated the 27th of 
Fcf). 1797- „ . _ 
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BritlfhportSi occupied by theto before the prefent 
y^BT. For it appears, that whilft they have confifca- ' 
ted both veflels and cargo, in cafes which fall withia 
the icop^ of the decree of the ill of February, they 
have fpared the veffel, and confifcated only the 
ciargo, where Ihe had been bound to or -from fuch 
acknowledged Britifh port. 

The agents of the Dirc6lory at Cape Francois, by 
their decree of the 27 th November laft, dired the 
capture and bringing into port of American veflels 
'bound to or from Britifh ports, there to remain until 
it fhould be further ordered. This further order was 
'afterwards iffued ; it will appear by the copy of the 
'Condemnation of the Ihip Pattern, of New-York, 
by which it will be feen, that, like the Corifuls at 
ISfalaga and Cadiz, they interpret the decree of the 
^Executive Directory of the 2d of July lalV, as autho- 
rizing the condemnation of American vefTels, merely 
becaufe bound to or from a Britifh port. 

To the foregoing fucceeded the decree of the Ex- 
ecutive Direftory of the ad March lafl, which has 
been communicated to Congrefs during the prefent 
idSioii. That copy of the decree was taken from a 
pewfpaper, and is now found to be imperfed. A 
tranflation from the decree, as officially publifhed by 
the Dire6lory, is anneised to this report. Although 
w<5 do not yet know what is its operation, yet it can- 
not fail to produce very great vexation and lofs to the 
American commerce ; the documents it requires to 
prevent coqfifcations, not having been before declared 
mdifpenfable, or demanded, and no time being al- 
lowed for the vefTels of the United States to provide 
themfelves therewith. 

Befides thefe feveral decrees, and others which, 
being more limited, the former have fuperfeded, the 
old marine ordinances of France have been revived, 
and enforced with feverity, both in Europe and in 
the Wcfl Indies, The want of^ or informality in a 
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bill of ladingr-^the want of a cfirtif^e^liil ^ftlfp 
paflengers and crcwr-r^the fuperpargp heipg by bijr^ 
^ foreigner, although a naturalised citizen of 4)9 
United States-^the defirufiion of a paper pf ^uy kiyp^i 
foever — and the want of a fea-letter, have .beeQ 
deemed fufficient to warrant a condemnatipQ of Axpe- 
rican property, although. the proofs of the property 
were indubitable*. 

The Weft Indies, as before remarked, havi^ cjjchi*? 
bited the moft lainei)table fcenes of depredatipn.Tpn 
Indeed, the condud): of the public agents ^pd of thp 
■Commiflipned crpifets there, has furpaiTed all fprin^ 
examples. The American veifels h^y^ npt opiy been 
captured under the decrees before mentioned, bqt^ 
when brought to trial in the French tribun^ls<i the 
Teflels and cargoes have been condeiQned, witb^Ht 
admitting the owners or their agents to omke aiiy 
'•defence. 

This feen)s to begone fyfiematical|y^ pqd for tile 
obvious purpofe of enfuring condemnation^. By 
this monftrous abufe in judicial proceedings, frau(^ 
and falfehoods, as well as iiimfy apd ihameleis pre- 
texts, pafs unexamined and uncontradidled, and aro 
made the foundation of fentences apd conden^i^- 
tion. 

The perfons alfo of our citizens have been beatec^ 
infulted, and cruelly imprifoned ; and in the £bra)S 
nied towards prifoners of war, they have ]yten ex- 
changed with the BritiHi for Frenchiicien. American 
property going to, or cpffiing from, neutral ojr. even 
French ports, has been feizjcd : it has eyen been, for- 
cibly taken when in their own porls, withpiit aijy 
pretence, or no other than that they wanted it. At 
. the fame time, their cruifers are guilty pf wanton 
and barbarous exceiTes, by detaining, . plundering, 
firing at, burning, and diftreffing American vefTels. 

Official papers to prove the very numerous depre- 
dations on our conuQercCj and the atrocities and 
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ilbuibs attending the capture and condemnation q( 
cmr veffclsand cargoes by French cruiferg and trn 
imnals, not having been publicly called fqr, fevy h^yo 
been reoeived. Of forratir claims for injuries com-* 
ibitted lince the beginning of 1793, and pf ^hich ^ 
report was n^ade to the Houib of Keprefentatiyes oi\ 
the 27th of February laft, a very (maW proportioa 
had been fatisfied ; and for a confiderable time jpo 
payments had been obtained. Under this diftant apd 
difcouraging profpecft of obtaining compenfation, the 
citizens fiifFering by more recent French depredations^ 
have generally omitted to prefent accounts. of their 
lofles ; and they have in many cafes had no opporr 
tunity of getting the evidence of the condemnations, 
which are attainable before the tribunals of other na- 
tions ; the mock- trials, as before obferved, being very 
often carried on, and fentences of condemnatiou 
pronounced, in the abfence of the American owner, 
matter, or fupercargo. 

' Such documents as the Department of State is poC- 
fcffed of, concerning thefe depredations, are annexed ; 
and to them is added a concife abftra6t of the cafes* 
Thefe fupport the principal facSts above fiated, and 
fliow the nature of French depredations. To fupply, 
in fome meafure, the want of official papers, an 
examination has been made of two newfpapers pub- 
liftied in Philadelphia^ — the Gazette of the United 
States, and the Philadelphia Gazette, from the ift 
of* July, 1796, to the prefent time. Between the 
ift of July and the ift of Oiftober few captures 
were made, the decree of the Diredlory of July the 
ad, not being in general operation until Odlober. — 
This examination was chiefly made prior to the call 
of the Houfe of Reprefentatives for a report on this 
fubjed, with a view to afcertain the number of French 
captures, and the circumflances attAiding them ; and 
thp refult of the whole is annfexed. It is regretted, 
that the time did oot permit a ire-examiaation of thofe 

papers. 
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papers, t6 afbertain likewife the captures made hf 
the Britifh cruiiers« The editors of thofe two 
gazettes agree in ikying, that no great attention 
was paid to the fubjeA, for the purpoie of inferting 
accounts of all the captures which were publiihed 
in the various other newipapers ; yet the number 
colleded exceeds three hundred, of which but few 
eicape condemnation. The ev^idence ariling from' 
the multiplied and concurrent publications of thefe 
fads in the newipapers, fome of them certified by 
the American maners of the captured veilels^ can-* 
not fail of producing a convidlion of the reality of 
the evils reprefented. 

There have been frequent accounts of attempts to 
effe6t condemnations, by bribing the ofHcers and 
leamen of our veifels to fwear falfely ; but it was 
reierved to times when offered bribes were refuied, 
and threats defpifed, to endeavour to accompliih 
the objedl by torture. This was infiidled by » 
French privateer. The evidence of the fad ap- 
pears in the proteft of Captain William Martin^ 
Mailer of the ihip Cincinnatus, of Baltimore ; in 
which he is fupported by the teilimony of his mate, 
and one of his feamen. A copy of the proteil is 
annexed, together with an extraft of a letter from 
Mr, King, Miniiler of the United States in Lon« 
don, who examined Captain Martin's thumbs^ and 
fays, the maris of tie torturing /crews will go with 
him to his grave. 

All which is reipedfuUy fubmitted. 

Timothy Pickering*. 

Department of State^ 
June ai, 1797* 

It 



■ ■ ■ ■ ' / 



♦ ExtraA from the Protcft of Captain Martin.—" And the 
faid Mafter for htmfelf now faith,, that the officer and crew of the 
latter TeiTel examined the papers refpedting his faid veiFel and 
her lidingi and expreiTed no doubt that the Ihip wa8.aD Ame* 

ricani 
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tt will be remembeFed that the democratic mem'- 
bers had called for a report of this fort, refpeding 
Britiih depredations; but the Prelident thought it 
beft to fend them one, ipcluding thofe of theic 
friends the French alfo. It may eafily be fuppofed 
that they felt much alarmed at the profped of the 
publication of a report like this ; but, certainly, no 
one, not thorpughly acquainted with their impudent 
devotion to France, would have thought it pofHble 
fat them to attempt to prevent fuch a publication. 
This, however, they fcrupled not to do, and 
Giles, the brazen-faced Giles, wks the leader on 
itic occafion. 

The papers having been read, Mr. Giks moved, 
•* that the above papers be referred to a fele^ 
<^ Committee^ to print Aich as would be ufefid to the 
^' Houfer 

This quedion was negatived, to to 40, and a 
motjon carried for printing the whole. 

Mr. Giles then called up the motion which had 
ibme days ago been laid upon the table, reipe&ing 
0n adjournment *. ^ 

Bhunt 



rican, but infifted the cargo to be Engliih property, aod aflured 
htm if he would acknowled|je it to be fo, his full freight (bould 
jbe paid, and he have a preient of one thouiand pounds ; which 
overtures the faid Mafter would not pay any other attention to, 
than declaring the whole property to belong folely to Aquilla 
Brown, of Baltimore aforefaid, merchant. W hereupon the French 
ifffieer thumh'fcre*wed the faid Mafter in the cabin of the faid brig, 
kept him in torture to extort a declaration that the faid cargo 'was 
EHfUJh property^ for nearly four hows^ but without Imving its de- 
fired effed { when a veiTel heaving in fight he was liberated from 
the barbarous punifliment he had undergone.'' 

* The opppfitipn members have appeared very anxious to 
prove, thajthei'^is npfuch thin^.as a French faHion : but let any 
one attend to the proteedings ofthis day, and then judge for him* 
felf. The Prefident fends a meflage, accompanied with docu^ 
ments, relative to the depredations of the French. — ^What does 

jyionf. Giles do i The xipomem the papers arc read he makes a 

mdiiioii 
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Blount the Senator.-^The laft affair of atiy inl- 
portance that came before Congrefs, was the 
impeachment of fVilUam Blount. But the prO^ 
ceedings in this bufiiiefs will be better detailed in 
tiie fummary of the next feffion of Congrefsi 

Adjournment. — Monday, July lo. On motion of 
Mr. Dent, a Committee vvas appointed to wait upon 
the Prefident of the United StatevS, in conjunction 
with a like Committee from the Senate, to itifoim 
him that the two Houfes were about to adjourti. 
The Committee waited upon the Prefident' accord-^ 
ingly, and reported his acquiefcence, and hi« good 
votjhes for the fafe arrival of the members at their 
Jeveral homes. The Houfe adjourned till the fecond 
Monday in November *. 

iTutSDAY, 

snotk>n for referring them lo a fele6l Committee, in order to prevent 
their being publicly debated upon, brpublifhed in the newspapers; 
in order to keep the infamy oc the French out of tlie fight ^f tbtt 
people. When the Britilh treaty was on the carpet, , this famc- 
fa£lion bellowed out for papers ; Give us the papers, faid they ; 
the people, the fovereign people, ought to be acquainted with 
«very thing % *' a-repu^-icao gover^Mnent ought to have no f€cr4U^^ 
But now^ behold, the people are not to be inforoied of any thing 
at all, hecaufe that iuf&rmatidn mufi tend to tyccite a jufi indignatiiU 
againft France. 

When this fmothering n^otioti was loft, and the Houfe detar- 
mined to have the whole of the papers pr;nte<!l, then Mr. Gilt^ 
called up the motion ref peeing an adjournment* He faw, I fup- 
jpofe, that, the longer they fat, the more danger there would be, 
and was therefore willing to get away as foon as poffible. Incjcej 
his faim may require his care at the approaching feafon. Happy 
hian ! his fields bear twice a-year. No {boner 'has he got in tkie 
harveft, than another calls for his fickle. ' ' 

* And thus ended a feffion of iCon^refs which' has coft tf»6 
country about eighty Of nSnety thoufand dpljarsi w^thput render- 
ing it one fmgle faTthingfwort'hvolf fervke •"bpi? which has, oa 
the contrary, done it a vkft oeal of mifchieiP, by giving the ac« 
"curfed enemy an alTurance that we are a divided people, and bt 
degrading the national ch'ai'aJEter In the eyeis of the whole world* 
\Vhen American coarage and fbiti^ude Ih&U ia future be boafted 

of, 



Wr,enc% Perfidy. — Our readers will recollect that 
fhe vaiuabie \cn<^-, which has been faid to belong 
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of, there will not be wanting fome one to quote the fpeeches of a 
Dayton, a Giles, and a Swahwick. The firfi ilectai-ed he was 
l-eady to give w^voery thing td Franet^ our independence only ex- 
tlepted ; the fecond thought the bed meaofi of averting the *^ juft 
♦* vengeance of the Republic, wai to ah^ndan nil cvnttexhn with 
^ ber enemy ;** and the laft, the Reprefentative of the fiiil city in 
the Onidri, dfd no care how great our conceffions were, and had 
ihc bafencft to fay, •* that he iliould have*-no objcv^ion lo our 
Snvoy*8 •* having the vi*trd equality written on /.us forehead,** 

The Prefident told them he wijbe)d them fafp at their homes\ and 
I dare fay, if the truth were known, he moft heartily wifhcd that 
iie hiight never fee their faceS'again 5 of the greater part of them, 
«t any rate. I'll engage he'll never call them together ag^in, and 
that the days on which he wilj, in future, be obliged to meet theoi, 
Yvili be the mofl vexatious of his life.- 

What a mortification it miift have been to him, to follow the 
Hbufe t)f Reprelientatives through their bick^Hng, faiteUng, 
4iuftiag prck:etdings ! to hear one haliP of thofe whom he had 
called together, to aid him in repeljing the dfaults of a plundering, 
ferocious, and infolent enemy, pleading the taule, and openly 
juAifyin^ the conduft of that enemy ! • " 

• The Prefident mighty indeed, derive fome cenfolationfinom the 
^endeavours of the found fide of the Houfe ; but theici^fo long as 
they were without effe(ft (and it is to be feared they ever will), only 
ferve to expofe us to the derifionof the world, by diibovering, 
Tdti evcty fide, and in the moft obvious point of view, the rotten, 
Tafcally fadion, that would have difgraced the Diet: of Poland^ or 
•Che Divan of France. 



Titles of Jfls pajjed Ihis Sejfian. 

I. An a^ prohibiting, for a limited time, the exportation of 
firm's and in^munition, aijd fbr enco\lraging" th'e importation 
thereof* 

. , 2. An a^ to prevent citizens of the United States from priva- 
Kcering agaihft nfttioh^ in amity with the United States, 

3. An adt to provide, for the* further def^pnce of the p^rts and 
Jiarbeurs of the United "States. 

4. An adt'authorizing a detachtiient of the militia of the United 
^tates. 

5. Ah a£l in addition \o ah a6^, entitled^ " An a£t concerning 
..the regiftering and lecording fhips and veilels." 

^. An 
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to MefTrs. Davy, Roberts^ and Co. but which was 
the fole property of Mr. William Davy, was cap- 
tured at the mouth of our river, during the truly 
extraordinary fellion of Congrefs. The following 
fadts relative to the capture, are well worthy tha 
attention of our merchants, particularly thofe who 
are liot yet perfedtly cured of the French fever. 

This ihip was captured off the Capes of Dela* 
ware, on the ajd of May lafi, by the French 
privateer Le Pandour, Captain Garafcan, and fent 
into Curra^oa. The Captain (Perry) arrived on 
Tuefday, and informs, that upon their arrival at 
Curra^oa, he found there a French frigate, the 
Commander of which, on examination of the 
Nancy's papers, cenfured Grarafcan feverely for the 
capture, as did alfo the Governor of the place, who, 
confcious of the illegality of the mealiire^ would 
fuffer no procefs to be iffued. — But, infamous to 
relate, upon opening the pofl-ofEce bag, a number 
of letters were found, written by Frenchmen in Piila* 
delfhia^ tending to invalidate every evidence contained 
in the papers^ and iajely denouncing the Jhif and carg$ 
as Engli/h property. The Prefident's fpecch to Con- 
grefs, which was alfo found amongft thofe letters, was 
alfo produced as a certain evidence of an approach-^ 
ing rupture between their nation and America. 
The veflcl was then ordered to another port, not- 
withflanding every exertion made in her favour 
by the American Conful, Mr. Philips, and Captain 
Perry, whofe life was threatened if he attempted to 
go on board. He has brought his proteft, and 

6. An a^ direding the appointment of agents, in relation to the 
fixth article of the Britilh treaty. 

7* An a£b providing a naval armament. 

8. An a6t to afcertain the time ibr the next meeting of Con* 
grefs. 

9* An aft for laying duties on fiamped vellum, parchment, and 
paper. 

2 Other 



Othiei* evidences in proof of the above atrocious pro-- 
oeedings. Captain Perry informs, that Garafcan 
appeared to have accurate information of every 
veflel expedled to fail foon from this port, and in 
particular that he was then looking out for the 
Ihip Hindoftan, belonging to MefTrs. Odier and 
Boufquet, brothers. 

Wednesday, la*^ July. 

Haley, the American Traitor. — ^We are affured 
that Captain Nathan Haley, who was faid to be 
taken in the Hare, was himfelf the man who con- 
du6ted her into France. It feems Captain Haley 
went to France a few days before the Ihip failed, 
and returned. The fhip was taken by a boat, and 
on trial it was neceflary to identify the captor, when 
Captain Haley himfelf appeared, and proved him- 
felf the man, by producing his commiilion. Cap- 
tain Haley appears in France in the national uni- 
form of a marine officer, and is fitting out a pri- 
vateer. A reprefentation of the circumflanccs of 
this capture has been made to the proper authori- 
ties in France. — This intelligence is from refpe<ftable 
and undoubted authority. 

Spani/h Mini/ier. — We hear that Don Sans^cuhtta 
de Carrnagnola Minor is preparing another Diploma'-^ 
tic Blunderhufs. " Forewarned, forearmed ;** but, 
whether armed or not, it is to be hoped that no- 
thing difcharged,from that moft contemptible quar- 
ter will ever fcare the people of America. 

Celehrations of the ^th •Tw^.— The Bofton Centi- 
nel has the following remark : ^* The celebrations 
of the 4th July have been fplendid and dignified ; 
and if they are the genuine efFufions of the hearts 
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of the celebrators, they mu/i convince the Europeah 
world that it is the fixed determination and ardent 
wiih of Americans to be really independent ^.** 



Thursday, 13*^ Jult. 

Fretichmen and the Mayor of Norfolk. — The ioI« 
lowing moft curious correipondcnce is taken from a 
Norfolk paper of July 6. 

The Vice-conful of the French Republic to the Mayor of 

Norfolk. 

Sir, , 

I cannot pafs over in iilence the accumulated out-^ 

jrages that have^ for this fome time pafi, been com- 



■Ma-M^ 



* I am forry to differ in opinion from the Editor of the Ceo- 
tinel ; but I cannot allow that the /plendid celebrations 9ftheijA 
of Jufy nxiiU ccuvinci the Etirofeam *utiorld that it is the fixed deter^ 
isnination and ardent wi(h of Amertcans to be feaUy iodepevdent. 
To know the detenmnation of Americans, the European world 
irtll look to the proceedings of Conerefsy to the fober decifions of 
the Leeiilature, and not to the hait]r effufions of mirth and tn- 
toiucation. Every man c^ feofe and experience knows that thf 
valour which is iofpired by drink, is very apt to evaporate with 
the fumes of the liquor. A government, to be aiTured of the 
continuance of the lupport of a company of toafters, muft take 
care to provide them with mountains of viands, and flaOcs inex* 
lianffible. No; it is not the ni)ii€ of blank cartxidgea, ifluing 
from the mouths of a few neglected nifiy cannon ; it is not tht 
cheers and (houts of the multitude, however often reiterated; 
k is not firings of toads and fentiments, whether planned in a 
childiib committee, or fiarting voluntarily fonh from the minds of 
the dftptnnjfs ; it is not any or all of theie that will convince the 
world that we are united, fieady, and refolute, in defence of our 
independence. To produce fuch a conviction, men cf propeity, 
and of real weight and conle'quence, mud come forward, united 
like brothers, and openly and boldly declare their relblutioa to 
fupport that government, on the uninterrupted operation of 
which, the enjoyment of their pofleflions, and even their very ex* 
iftence, depend. Toafis will make but a feeble refiftance to the 
knives of a Jacobin army, on the points <^ which the toaflem 
would become the toafted* 

mitted 
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ttiitted on Frenchmen refident in Norfolk. When 
ififuhs degenerate into affafiinations, patience itfelf 
is fubdued ; and I am bound to demand vengeance 
on cowards who unite in troops to opprefs and 
overwhelm a difarmed French ofHcer, and who 
amply lupply in numbers their deficiency in courage. 
Many complaints of the nature of this have been 
made to your predeceffor in office, but they have 
remained without anfwer or effed:. I am about to 
enumerate them, in order that I may not appeal to 
your fe verity and rigour before I Ihall have addrefled 
myfelf to your juftice. In the month of March laft. 
Citizen Barney, Commander of the French frigates, 
having interpofed his authority to appeafe a riot 
which had arifen in the flreets between fome French 
failors and fome Americans, was infulted, aiTailed, 
menaced, purfued to his lodgings, and but for his 
own firmnefs and the interpofition of the magiftrates^ 
his life would have been endangered. The want of 
witnefs, and the ignorance of thofe who were culpable 
in this affair, prevented at the time a recurrence to juf- 
tice and to your laws. The day after this fcene, the Se- 
cretary of the French Confulfhip walking in the (h-eets 
with another Frenchman who wore the national cock- 
ade, were attacked with Aones, and obliged to fly, to 
prevent being wounded* Since that epoch, the Captain 
of Marines of the frigate Medufa was afTaulted by 
two men in the middle of the flreet, who beat him 
with canes, cut bis head, and left him fiiretched on 
the fpot. In vain did the Commodore demand Juf-i 
tice ; juflice was not granted. Finally, yefterday 
after dinner, an officer of the Medufa entering a houk: 
of entertainment where a Mr. Saunders (an offioet 
of the fort) was, the latter, after throwing out invec- 
tives and imprecations againil the French nation, 
infulted and ftruck the French officer, reproaching 
him at the fame time with having a fword, while he 
(Mr. Saunders) had none. The Frenchman dire6lly 

E 2 gave 
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gave his hanger to another ofRcer who was prd- " 
lent, and repelled the attack in employing only 
the means that his adverfary pofleffed } but, as 
he was much the fironger, he had the gencro- 
lity to quit the unequal contefl; and the ma- 
gilirates making their appearance, he, obedient 
to their voice, went fecurely into the flreet, trufting 
that the police of the town would keep him clear of 
aflaffination* Mr, Saunders followied him, and pro- 
voked him with renewed fury. The French officer, 
in defending himfelf, overthrew his adverfary ; and 
in that inftanf a hatter, named Johnfon, with feveral 
workmen, and one Lownes a crqckery-ward man, 
threw themfelves on him, beat him, and had well 
nigh taken his life — not being able to fubdue him, 
they aflaffinated him. Some Frenchmen in the 
neighbourhood difengaged the officer, and got him 
into one of their houfes. But his enemy, Saunders, 
thirftingfor blood, purfued him in his retreat, which 
ought to have been facred, and pufhed his violence 
and fury to the burfting open the door, in order to 
fnatch his viftim from his friends. If fuch excefles 
are not feverely puniflied by the magiftrates, if flran- 
gers in this town are not under the fafeguard of the 
law of nations, if the lives of peaceable Frenchmen 
wearing the national cockade, or who belong to the 
fervice of the Republic, are not protected by the law$ 
of a country for which it ought to be remembered 
they have Ihed their blood, I will give information 
to the French Government of their fituation, of their 
dangers, the repeated infults they receive ; and their 
caufe will be the caufe of violated humanity, grati- 
tude, and hofpitality. 1 would alfo obferve to you, 
Sir, rcfpeding the garrifon of the fort, that feveral 
Frenchmen wearing the national cockade, have com- 
plained of having been frequently infulted by the 
ibldiers who compofe it. I have now to pray you. 
Sir, to profecute with all the rigour of the law the 

individuals 
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individuals whom I have pointed out to you, againft 
whom I am, in behalf of the French nation, as the^ 
iaccufer. 

Receive, Sir, the aflurance of my perfedl confider- 
ation and refpe6l. Duhall *. 

Norfolk^ 2ph June^ 

ANSWER. 

Sir, Norfolk Borough^ June 29, 1797. 

The letter which I had the honour to receive from 
you of the 27th inft. I confidered it my duty to lay 
before a Court of Aldermen, fummoncd efpecially 
for that purpofe; I have now to communicate to you 
the refult of our deliberations. We confider it as an 
evil much to be deplored, that when jealouiies arifb 
between nations, however confequential the firft ag- 
greffions may be, circumftances light in their na- 
ture ihall in future be magnified as proofs of difaf- 
fecftion. Permit us to obferve, that the charges in 

mm^^i^- I II ■ I » ■ ■■. . ■ ■ » I ■ ■ ■ ■■■! I 1 , mmi^mftm^* ' 

^ la thofe fea-ports that have been curfed with the company of 
French men of war and privateers, the inhabitants are too well ac- 
quainted with the infolent and licentious manners of the oiHcers 
and failors, to be furprifed at this difhirbance at Norfolk ; tbev ra[- 
ther wonder how the people there have borne with them fo U>n?* 
To behold the monkey tricks, and hear the fa vase howlingi for ux 
months, of a banditti of pirates who had robbed the Aisericaa 
ihips employed in the purluit of their lawful trade ; and to hear 
them openly menacing a repetition of it as foon as an opportunity 
offered, would require all the patience of a frenchified Uoogrefs* 
man, which is tenfold greater than that of a pack-horfe: but 
when thefe provocations are aggravated by the prefence of a trai* 
t§r at the head of them, ^rutt'rag and bluftering defiance againft his 
plundered and infulted countrymen, the wonder is, that they have 
iufiered a Angle Carmagnole to (how his afTailin-looking face on 
the fhore. 

Citizen Duhall's letter is a compound of falfehood and impii* 
dence. A gentleman from Norfolk has aflured us that Barney and 
his bloody-headed crew were the aggrelTors in every inftance, and 
that they were, in fonnie meafure, encouraged to continue their in- 
fults by the crawling conduft of the former Mayor of Norfolk ; 
ivhofe letter to the powder-bound Commodore was a compofition 
of bafenefs, not to be paralleled even by the fpeeches of Dayton and 
Swanwicfc. 

R 3 your 
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your letter are, we think, fomewhat of the latter dp» 
fcriptioD ; and while we approbate the fenfibilitV 
excited on the appearance of an affront to an indi* 
vidual of your nation, we lament the caufe which 
brings that fenfibility into birth ♦• The circum« 
ftance relating to Commodore Barney was duly in- 
veftigated, and, we thought, had been fettled much 
to the Commodore's fatisfa6lion, . The affront oft 
fered to the Secretary of the French Cqnfullhip was 
never known officially ; and permit us to affure you, 
that, if it had been known, e,very effort would have 
been ufed by the magiftracy to punifli the offenders. 
With repedt to the outrage committed on the Cap* 
tain of Marines of the Medufa, a complaint was 
lodged with one of the Aldermen by him and the 
furgeon of the fhip : the Alderman who heard th^ 
complaint fent for the Commonwealth's Attorney, 
and, in confultation with him, left to the option of 
the injured officer the choice of binding the offend- 
ers to their good behaviour (the only punifhment 
which the laws of this State can inflicl for breaches 
of the peace), or aprofecution for the recovery of da- 
niagCiS ; the latter was the choice pf the oj^picer^ and 
fucn fuit is now under profecution. 

And as tp the difagreeable difference between the 
officer of the French Republic arii an officei: of the 



« What fort of ftaff is thi$ ? Is it like the chief magUlrate of a 
town defending the conduct of its inhabitants againft the pofitive, 
and unequivocal, and falfe accufations of an infolent foreigner i 
What doe^the wor(hipful tribe mean by our difajfeHion to France I 
Are we quite fubjugated to France ? And what does he mean by 
deploring as ^ great tvH^ that any thing (hould be magnified into 

(>roofs of fuch dtiaffe^lion ? He modellly thinks that Uie fans-cu? 
otte's complaints ar^ fomewhat of a frivolous nature ; he mfpr^f 
kates (in Engliih approves of) Xht/enfihiliiy excited on the appear* 
ance, the mere appearance^ of an afm)nt offered to a Jingle Freadh 
man, while he hinnf<?lf beai*8 the infults heaped on the whole town 
of Norfolk with the patience of a flave cirilled to fubmiffion and the 
Jalb. 

Americ^o 
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American army, the magifliates, however they may 
lament fuch difputes, do not hold themfelves bound 
to interfere in the quarrels of private individuals ; they 
ivill ever ihow a pFomptitude to a<5l as coniervators 
of the peace, but do not confider their interpoiition 
as neceifary to enforce the laws of politenefs :-*So foon 
as we under (lood that hoftile purpofes were in medi- 
tation, an arreit was icnt forward againft Mr. Saun-> 
ders, for the purpofe of preventing difagreeable con- 
iequences. We forbore to extend our authority to 
the officer of your nation, agreeable to the tenth ar* 
tide of the Confular Convention between our re- 
ipedlive Republics, trufting to the interpoiition of 
your authority to reftrain him. 

So far as relates to thofe perfons denounced by 
you as violators of the laws of hofpitality againll the 
French officer mentioned in your letter, arreils were 
immediately iffiied againft MeiTrs. Jqhnilon and 
li The infults complained of by you, as of- 

fered to the citizens of the French Republic by the 
foldiers compofing the gar^ifon at Fort Norfolk, can- 
not be imputed to us ; that mrrifon being under the 
command and control of a Continental officer; and 
without the lipnits of our jurifdiciion : — a remon^ 
prance to him, and not to us, would, we think, be 
proper. Confcious of that rectitude of conduct 
which has ever governed the^magiftracy of this bo- 
rough in the relation between them and the citizens 
of your Republic, we feel ouriclves hurt at theexpref- 
fion, that " juftice for injury has been demanded, and 
** not granted/' Peripit us to fay, we know of no 
inftance in which juftice has been demanded, and 
withheld. While in our endeavours to keep up a 
good underftanding between the citizens of our own 
and your Republic, we keep in view the neceflity of 
enforcing an obedience to the laws over thofe perfons 
more immediately under our jurifdidtion, we con- 
ceive an equal exertion on your part as a neceflary 

R 4. itep 
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ftep thereto, and fubmit to you the expediency of a 
limitation in the licenfe granted to the officers and 
Ibldiers of the {hips of the Republic in coming on 
fhore. The tranllation of your letter, addreflSl to 
the Court, being in their quarter feffions, has r^- 
dered a delay in their anfwer unavoidable. 

I am, in behalf of the Court of Aldermen, with 
rclpedt. Sir, 

Your moft obedient fervant, 

Geo. Loyall, Mayor ♦. 

Cifizen Duhall, Vice-confulof the 
French Republic^ Norfolk. 

To Mr. miliam Cohhett. 
Sir, 

From the known impartiality of your Gazette, J 
am diredted by the Chevalier d'Yrujo to hand you 



* If the former Mayor wasa Tacobiiii the prefent one, to lay the 
befl of him, is a milk-fop. lauead of anfwering the impertinent 
complaint by a bold recrimination on the infamous condu^ of the 
fans-culottes; inflead of entering into a contradiction of the £dfe* 
hoods it contains, and convincing the world that the pretended 
plaintiffs were the real aggrelTors, he hafhes up a fort of half-firi- 
caifee, half-ragoo, nondeicript di(h, intended to pleafe the palate of 
' the frog-eater, without abfolutely difgufting the people of Nor* 
folk. 

Befides the two letters above inferted, two others pafled between 
the Conful and the Mayor. The Frenchman increafes in impudence, 
and the Mayor in meannefs. Finding that his tacitly abandon- 
ing the inhaoitants was not fufficient, he turns accu&r himfelf. He 
** laments that the a6ts of individual indifcretion (hould be wrought 
up to a manifeflation of national batred^^* and has the unhear£of 
bafenefs to add, that he hopes no fuch conclufion will be drawn^ 
when it is recollecfled that, " in every attempt to preferve the pub- 
lic repoie, the magiftrates have fought for the aggrelTors among our 
owi citizens only /** Thus he makes a merit of an a6t of the moft 
crying injuftice, and that committed too againft his own country- 
men, againft the people of a town who have chofen him as their 
guaidian, in order ^o favour a gang of foreigners whofe fole bufi- 
nefs in the pprt is to prepare for a cruife againft the commerce oS 
Aui^ric^l 

foy 
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for publication the annexed tranflation of }u8 laft 

note to Col. Pickering. 

I am, Sir, 
Market Street, Your obedient fervant, 
13/A Julyy 1797. Philip Fatio. 

To Don Phitif Fatio. 
Sir, 
In acknowledging your polite billet, covering a 
tranflation of the laft note from the " ICnight of the 
foyal and difi'mguijhed Order of Charles III." io Ti*. 
mothy Pickering, Efq. I have to inform you (and I 
do it with extreme regret) that it is come too late for 
the Porcupine of this day ; but I beg you to be af- 
-fured that it Ihall be played off on the fovereiga 
people to-morrow ; and that too, with fuch accom- 
paniments as, I truft, will entitle me to hope for the 
favour of the magnanimous and mtural ally of the 
murderers of Louis XVL 

I am, Sir^ 

Your obedient fervant, 

Wm. Cobbett, 
Office of Porcupine^ s Gazette, 
a qmrterfajt 1 2 o'clock 

Fripay, 14^^ July, 

Spani/h Minivers Letter to Mr. Pickering. The 
reader will recoUeA that Mr. Pickering, in his Report 
o n Spanifli Affairs, treated the little Don*s imperti- 
nence with becoming contempt. This the fribble 
doe3 not like, it feems. 
Sir, 

Your additional Report to the Prefident of the 
United States of the proceedings of the officers of 
the King of Spain, in relation to the pofts and the 
running of the boundary line, which 1 find publiflied 
in 411 the newlpapers^ obliges mo tp trouble you with 

this 
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this letter. If your difcuifion of fa£b haul bcea as 
corre6l and impartial as there was reafon to expcd^ 
I ihould not have been under the neceffity of under* 
taking this tafk ; but the confiru6iion which ybo arc 
pkafed to put upon every adt of the Spaniih officers in 
general, and efpecially upon thoie in which I am per- 
ibnally concerned, compels me to obfervc upon fe- 
veral expreilians which I have noticed in your £ud 
Report. 

You begin, Sir, with faying, " that although I 
'< had juft declared I had reafons for fufpeAing an 
expedition from Canada was preparing by iht 
Britifh againft the upper part of Louifiana^ yet I 
never mentioned a fingle factor reafon on^hick 
•< my fufpicions were founded.** In my letter of tbcr 
2d of March I pointed out to you the probable roule 
which the expedition would take ; and in our con- 
ference of the a 7th of February I gave you infbnna«- 
tion that a corps of 350 men had been raiied at 
Montreal^ and marched towards the Lakes, wher^ 
after the evacuation of the American forts, there wai 
no oiieniible objedt for them. I alfo told you, that 
I knew that the Britifh agents had treated with ibole 
of the Indian nations in that country concerning the 
intended expedition ; and I added, that I had re- 
ceived thofe advices from a perfon who might be de- 
pended on, who had feen thole new levies paifing 
through Johnflown on their way to the wefiwaniL 
But, even fuppoiing that I had not entered into any 
particulars, even fuppoiing that my own information 
at that period was not complete, yet did not the inte-> 
reft and dignity of this Government, did not its 
friendly connexion with Spain, require that it ihould 
have taken every proper means to prevent the at- 
tempt we were threatened with, by giving fuitable 
orders to Greneral Wilkinfon, or to the commanding 
officers of the military force on thofe frontiers ? The 
abfolute iilence in this particular of the doccimenta 

whicl^ 
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which accompany the Report of the Secretary oFWar, 
your never having communicated to me any detcr- 
Ifiinate difpofition on this point, as you do in your 
anfwer tb my letter, which in the publication is 
marked No. 7, afford me fufficient grounds to fear 
that thefe precautions were omitted. You add, Sir, 
with a degree of candour difHcult to be conceived, 
that from my not having given to you detailed in- 
formation relpedling the expedition,, and from the 
anfwer which you received on the 19th ultimo from 
the Britilh Minifter, you believed my fufpicions to be 
fetoundlefe. Is it.poflible that any one will candidly 
imagine, that if the Englifh intended to violate the 
territory of the IJnited States, in order to efFc6l a 
^oup de maifiy they would be as ingenuous in anfwer- 
ing as you were in a&ing their Minifter the quef- 
tion ? 

I (hall not enter into all the obfervations which 
fuggeft themfelves to my mind, from your having 
communicated to Mr. Lifton the contents of my let- 
ters. I expefted that the American Government 
would have watched his motions, and taken the 
^eans which I have already mentioned to prevent 
the fucceis of a fimilat enterprife ; but I never could 
have imagined that you would have given to the 
Britifh Minifter a piece of advice which might enable 
bim to alter his plan, by letting him know that the 
former one was difcovered. By the line of conduft 
which you have purfued on this bufinefs, I am con- 
vinced, that, had I communicated to you more parti- 
cular details refpedling this tranfadlion, you would, 
with the fame good-natured franknefs, have given in- 
formation of them to Mr. Lifton. 

But if you did. believe thatalking this queftionof 
the Britifh Envoy was the moft efficacious means to 
prevent the violation of the neutrality of the United 
itates^ and the invafion of the Spanifh territory, let 
ipe afl( why you was fo remiis in this mcafure, that 

althougli 
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although I had communicated this projcA to you 
verbally on the a7th of February, and on the 2d 
of March in writing, yet, in a matter obvioufly fo 
urgent, you only wrote to the Britifh Envoy on the 
28th of April, that is, two months afterwards* 

I ihall not quit this fubjedl without taking the li- 
berty of making to you one obfervation which is in- 
timately connected with it. By the date of the let- 
ter I have juft mentioned, it evidently appears that 
I gave you advice of this intended expedition on the 
2d of March, and that three days before I had given 
you the fame information verbally. I imagined, from 
your known attention to bufinefs, and the import- 
ance of the fubjedl, that you would have fubmitted 
it immediately to the conlider^tion of the Prefident 
of the United States. On the 9th of March I had 
the honour of fpeaking to Mr. Adams at his lodgings 
at Francises HoteU and mentioned the fubjefl as a 
matter that I fuppofed him already fully informed 
of; and it wa$ with no fmall furprife I heard him 
lay that he knew nothing about it. I produced the 
map which I had in my pocket-book, and he liflened 
with great attention to all that I had to (ay to him. 
It was, no doubt, to this conference with Mr. Adams 
that I was indebted for your anfwer of the i ith of the 
fame month. I Ihall entirely abftain from putting 
any conftrud^ion upon thereafons which induced you 
to omit making this communicatioi^ to the Prefi- 
dent ; but they mufl haye been very powerful mp- 
tives which could oblige yoi; to remain fo longfileAt 
on a matter of fuch importance. 

You fay, in the third paragraph of your Report, that 
on your afking me what meafures Spain had taken 
in order tp carry into execution that part of the treaty 
which relates to the withdrawing the garrijbns, I an- 
fwered you on the 17th of April, that I had been for 
ibme months without receiving letters from the Baron, 
^nd confequently *^ w^s entirely ignorant of the flep.s 

^' which 
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'^ which had been taken for the execution of the trea- 
ty." — From this expreffion, which, in order to draw 
Attention, you place between inverted commas^ yoa 
infinuate an inference which in my opinion is very far 
from being true, when you add immediately after- 
wards, ^^NeveriheUfs he had pren)louJly informed the Ba^ • 
** ron of his Judicious ofaproje&ed expediiiony — What 
is this to prove, Sir ? That the Baron indeed had re- 
ceived my letters, bat not that I had received his. 
The irregularity and uncertainty of navigation 
ealily fliows that your logic on this point is ex- 
tremely falfe. 

. In tne fifth paragraph, after giving an account of 
my letter of the 24th ultimo, and of its objedl, yoa 
obferve that I have omitted to mention among the 
other complaints of the Baron, that of Mr. Elli- 
cott's not having given him notice of his arrival at 
Natchez. Permit me to reprefent to you, that you 
have entirely miftaken what I had the honour of 
telling you on that occafion — for I fimply men- 
tioned, not as a complaint^ but as a mere ^fervatiotiy 
that the Baron, in the rigour^ might not have confi- 
dered Mr. EUicott ^n American Commiflioner, for: 
not having given him on his arrival official notice of 
his appointment, having merely informed hin^ of 
it in the way of a confidential communication. 
You cannot be ignorant. Sir, that there are certain 
requifite formalities when nations treat with one 
another of their mutual concerns, which are not 
required between individuals. The Baron, when 
he fpeaks in this manner, clearly points out his 
meaning, that, befides the confidential letter, the 
communication of which you confider asfo important^ 
no doubt he expedted another official one, includ- 
ing his commiflion, authority, or fome other docu* 
ment, to afcertain the identity of the perfon, and 
the obje6l of his miflion, Whep, on my arrival in 
this country, 1 had not yet prefcnted my credcn- 

I tials 
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tials to the Preiident^ although I had deliverect tb 
you a copy of them, you mighty in the rigour, not 
have recognifed me as the Envoy Ext^aonlinary of 
the King my n)afler» for want of having complied 
with that neceflary requifite of the eAabhfhed 
etiquette. I do not mean to fay that in the prelent 
cafe it was ablblutely Beceffary to go through i^ 
iimilar formality ; nor did the Baron mention this 
but as a mere flatter of ohfervaiion^ which was not 
to affedi the objcdjk in quefiion, although you, 
thinking that it affords you a vi6lorious ar^ment» 
are pleafed to give lo this circumftance an unport- 
ance which it does not deferve. Beiides, Sir, I 
niight obicrvc to you, that when, after a mixed and 
defirltory convcrfation upon various fubjedts, I had 
colledled and methodized my ideas, and com* 
mitted tlicm to writing, your anfwer and obfer^a- 
tions ought to have been confined to the written 
communication, clothed with all the neceflary for- 
malities ; hut neither do I wiih to make of this ai^ 
objedl of dilcuflion. 

The proof which you give in the fixth paragraph 
of your Report, to fhow that it is not certain that 
Mr. Ellicott intended to get pofTellion of NiM:chez 
by furprile, and that for that purpofe he had en- 
deavoured to gain over the inhabitants, is merely 
jf)cgative. From your examination of the two 
pcjfons yon mention, you had very little to expedt : 
the circumflance alone of their being the bearers of 
Mr. Ellicott's difpatches, points out that ihejr were 
both in his confidence; and it may be jH'efumed 
without temerity, that being his friends, or emt 
l)lo3cd under his orders, they would hardly make a 
denunciation that might be prejudicial to bin). 
Governor Gayofo declares that he has proofs of the 
fa (ft in his power. I fhalL not fail to apply to him 
for them, and perhaps 1 may one day fpeak to you 
lu ore pofilivcly on this bufincfs. 

2 After 
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: After having difcufTed the hifVary of theie tranf- 
a^ions with all the force and accuracy which refult 
6om thefe obfervations, you afllire, with a very ill- 
grounded confidence, that upon a view of the 
whole it appears that his Majedy's Governors on 
the Miiiiflipi have, on various pretences, poflponed 
ttie running of the boundary line and the evacua- 
t}on of the pofls. But I appeal to that candour 
^hich you have fo generoufly ihown to the BritiHi 
IVIinifter, that you may tell ipe, whether it can be 
called a pretence^ that the Baron de Carondelet, who 
w^s intruded with the iafety of Louiiiana, refufed 
to carry into execution a pretenfion tluzt was not 
JUipulated for by the treaty ! By tlie fecond article it 
19 only agreed that the garrffons ihali be withdrawn ; 
and as I had the honour of reprefenting to you in 
my letter of the a4th ultimo, it is not to be pre- 
ijamed that it could ever have been the intention of 
Ibiis Catholic Majelly to deliver up fortifications^ 
lybich, befides that they have coil him confiderable 
iliois of money, may, by the efFecft of political 
^iffitudes, be one day prejudicial to his fubjecSls. 
If not to do what was not Jiiptdated for, and the 
iex^icution of which would be contrary to the in- 
terefls of Spain, is a pretence^ we mufi confefs that 
it is a very plauiible ope. 

With refpe<5t to the line of demarcation, it ap- 
pears by the correfpondence and letters of the Baroa 
4e Carondelet, which are in my polleifion, that 
although he entertained the fame doubts which were 
iuggefled by Governor Gayofo refpecSing the pofts, 
yet be was confenting, that the agronomical obfer- 
vations Ihould be begun upon ; for which purpo(e 
the Engineer, Mr. Gaillemard, had already arrived 
at the Natchez, with all the inflruments and ap- 
paratus. Such was the fituation of things when 
my communications refpecSling the intended expedi- 
tion 
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tion got ta hand; from that moment, imperiotis 
ncccfRty, and the great principle of (elf-defence, 
made his Catholic Majefiy's officers turn their 
thoughts to objedls of a more urgent nature. Mr. 
Bhuni^s letter, and the late detected conipiracy, 
evince how far their conduct in this relpedt was 
neccflary ; and you, Sir, poffeffed as you were of all 
the fails, when you laid them before the Preiident, 
ought to have been one of the laft to have ftig* 
matized the motives with the epithet oi pretexts. 
So palpable an attempt to make groundlefs and 
unfair impreflions on the public mind, is well cal« 
culated to defeat its own ends; and appears flill 
more extraordinary when we confider that the 
American Government is in every way anxious, by 
its own confeflion, to maintain peace and harmony 
with Spain. 

Nor do your ill-founded infinuations flop here: 
fentiments and expreflions flill more violent, flow 
from the fame hafly pen. You fay in another part, 
*^ that there is but too much reafon to believe Mr. 
** EUlcotis fufpicions well founded, that an undue 
" influence has been exercifed over the Indians by 
*' the officers of his Catholic Majefly to prepare 
*' them for a rupture with the United States.'* 
Fortunately, Sir, you have told us the fburcc 
whence you derived all thofe dreadful conjedlures 
of yours ; otherwife, perhaps, the weight and. au-- 
thority which your high official chara6ler flamps 
upon whatever you write or fay, might make an 
undue impreflion on the public. You acknow- 
ledge, Sir, 'twas a privata letter of Mr. Sargeant's 
(Secretary to the North-weflern Territory) that 
gave rife to your furmifes : we fhall now fee what 
the letter fays. 
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EkiraB t/f a Letter from WinthropSargeantj Efq. Se^ 
crttary of the North-voejlern Territory^ to the Se^ 
cretary of State \ dated ^ Cmcintiati^ June 3^/, 1797. 

. " General Wilkiijfon fending off an exprefs, I 
** feize the occafion to trarifcribe for you fome 
*^ paragraphs from a wefterii letter. — The Spaniards 
*^ are reinforcing their under-pofts on the Miffif- 
^ fippi cpnfiderably. General Howard, an Irifli- 
*f man, in quality of Commander in Chief, with 
^* upwards of three hundred ii?eri, is arrived at St. 
^* Louis, and employed in crefting very formidar 
*^ blc works. It likewife appears through various 
^^ channelSj that tKey are inviting a great number of 
^ Indian? of the Territory 16 crofs the Mifliltippi ; an4 
'^. tor this exprefs purpofe, Mr, Lorromie, an officer 
^^] in the pay of the Crown, made a tour through 
^\ all this country lafl fall, fince which time fevc- 
*' ral Indians have been fent on the fame errand. 
^^ and generally fiirriifhed with plenty of cafh to 
*^ defray their expehfes. A large party of Dela- 
•* v/ares pafTed down on White River about the 
*' 6th of May, on their way to the Spanifh fide, 
•^ l;>earing the national flag of Spain, fome of them 
^^ from St. Louis. They (the Spaniards) have 

above the mouth of the Ohio, on the Miffiffippi, 

feveral row-gallies with cannon/* 

. Now, Sir, what inference can be drawn from that 
letter?. Why, that the Spaniards have fortified San 
Louis, and availed themfelvcs of every means ofdc- 
^ce that the country afforded ! But let me aft 
you, Sir, againfl whom is it that they were thus- 
Preparing to defend themfelves ? Surely the do- 
cuments which you have laid before the ftefident, 
and the momentous bufinefs which now engages the 
attention of Congrefs, and agitates the public at 
large, . afford a complete and fatisfadory ani virer. 
: I mentioned to you, in my letter of 2d Marcb^ 

, riai;. yu a that 
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that the objedt of the Britifh was to attack Upper 
Louifiana, and take San Louis and New-Madrid 
by furprife. It will not be queflioned but that 
prudence required of uSj at that jundlare, to fortify 
the threatened points. This, Sir, was all we did, 
and this,. Sir, you knew many months paft; yet 
Mr. Sargeant's letter, which in fubftance fays no 
more, fills you all at once with fears and felf- 
created apprehenfions, and makes you declare in 
the iface of the American people, '* that the Spanifh 
officers are exciting the Indians to a rupture with 
us.** No one will fay that preparations for our felf- 
defence were not neceflary on our part. The aflur- 
ance given you by the Britifh Minifter, with all the 
iappearance of a confidential communication, hut 
without anyfignature^ did not infpire the fervants of 
his Catholic Majcfiy with the fame blind confi- 
dence which it produced in you. We know from, 
djiily experience, how religibufly the Britilh na- 
tion obferves the riffhts of neutrality. Witnefs the 
American failors ! Witnefs the Republic of Genoa, 
in whofe port they attacked and made prize of the 
French frigate La Modefte, as fhe lay at anchor 
there. Witnefs the inhabitants of Trinidad, when 
the Britilh, though then in amity with them, en- 
tered the capital, with drums beating and colours 
flying, in purfuit of a few French who had taken 
refuge there, Theie and other inflances of the fort, 
too numerous to be recapitulated, make us lefs 
credulous on the fcore of Great Britain's reipe6l for 
the rights of neutrality than you appear to have 
been. - 

As to thofe tender confiderations which adluated 
the Britifli Minifter to rcje6l the plan on account 
of the inhumanity of calliug in the aid of the In- 
dians, I did expert that fuch vague, unauthcn- 
ticated declarations, .would have been appreciated 
as they defervcd by you, Sir, who fought in the 

I . glorious 
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glorious caufe of American independence, who 
witnefled the humanity of their conduit in the- 
courfe of that war, and who cannot be ignorant of 
what has happened fince. 

Your afcribing hoftile views to the preparations, 
for our felf-defence, cannot. Sir, have been matter 
of much furprife to me, after having heard a certain 
member of Congrefs, who is known to be the organ 
of the will of Adminiftration, declare, in that Houfe, 
he afcribed to the fame motives the preparations we 
were making for the defence of Florida, though 
probably he was not ignorant, at the very time, of 
their real objecft. Thus then, Sir, according to 
your mode of reafoning, and that of the gentle-, 
man I have juft alluded to, though we were certain 
of being attacked, and though we were not certain 
that the American Government had taken the pro- 
per meafures for protecting its neutrality, yet we 
were to adopt no meafures for our defence, but 
tamely fufFer his Majefty's forts and pofleffions to be 
taken, and all this for fear of creating ill-founded 
fufpicions in your minds ! 

Tf you have not been very fuccefsful, Sir, in the . 
folidity of your reafonings, you appear not to be 
more fo in the method of following them. After 
having denounced us to the whole American nation 
as ftirring up the Indians againft the United States, 
and preparing them for a rupture^ you fall into the. 
moft glaring inconfiftency in the following para- 
graph : — " Whether this plan of exciting the In- 
*^ dians to dire6l hoftilities againft the United 
*^ States, has been contemplated and promoted by 
** any of our own citizens, it may be difficult to 
*^ fay ; but that one or more of thofe citizens have 
*^ propofed and taken meafures to detach the fouth- 
** ern Indians from the interefts of the United 
*^ States, and to deftroy the influence of the public 
** agents over thofe nations, and thu^ to defeat the 

s 2 ** grea^. 
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^^ great objefts of their appointment, the chief cflf 
^* which is to preferve peace> is certain.*' 

I again appeal here. Sir, to your generous can- 
dour. How is it poflible to reconcile fuch evi- 
dent contradi<ftions r On the one hand the Spanifli 
officers are thofe who excite the fouthern IndiaM 
apgaitift the United States, and oti the other yoti 
cjuickly follow, prefumingj with fufficient founda- 
tion, in my opinion, that it may be fome citizens of 
the United States. But ahhough yoQ might en- 
tert An any doubts yourfelf on the fubjecSV, which I 
am fure no j3erfon in America will, after reading 
Mr. Blount*s letter, did not this very fame doubtful 
VSife and uncertainty require, in your lituation, more 
drcumfpedt language ? And if even in this, cafe 
yon appeiar to have gone beyond what found policy^ 
the tranquillity and intereft of the United States 
iicquired, how much more unjuft are yourinlinua- 
tions eg^infl Spain, when the- public poflcfles in 
!Mr. Blount*s letter a document by whrch thoy can 
lee, that, if the manoeuvres with the IndianS: were 
not favourable to the United States, tncy were pre- 
difely combined to attack the Spaniards? From 
this niethdd of reafoning of yours, it appears as if 
the Spaniards were, jointly with Mr. Blount, Airring 
«!p the Indians to attack themfclv^s, 

RefpeAmg the laft article of your Report, I have 
only to ol>ferve, that although you have conflantly 
aflured me that Government had not the leaft inform* 
ation refpe<5ing the fubjeft of my reprefentations, 
and although the letter of .Mr. Jackfon, of Geovgia, 
appears to coincide with your ideas, nevertheleft . 
liifhe htts fhown thtit I have complied with my dutj^ 
by not repofing on fuch afluranccs. The plot te 
difcovered, and nobody any longer doubts that th^ 
expedition was to have taken place. 

After liavhig followed you ftep by fiep. through 

the 
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the various points of your Report to the Prcfident, I 
ifaall make a fliort compendiuin of fuch as ariiefrom 
this letter ; from which it rcfults, 

!• That on the 27 th of February I gave you fiifR- 
ctent particulars reipe6ting the intended expedition> 
to have attra^ed the attention, of this Gopveramctnt^ .. 
a. That although to this verbal communication 
I added another in writing on the 2d of Marcb^^ 
the Prefident had not the Teaft knowledge of it on 
the 9th of the iame months and that without doubt 
you muft have had very powerful motives to pre* 
vent you from communicatixig it to him. 

- 3. That it does not appear by the documents prcr 
fented by the Secretary of War, that Government had 
given orders to the military commanders to caui^ 
the territory and neutrality of the United States to 
be refpeifted. 

4. That you made to the Englifh Minifler a com- 
munication, which in my opinion you ought not ; and 
that ^ven if you thought it neeeflai^y, you delayed 
doing it for two months^i that is, from the a7th 
of. February to the 28th of April, although it rer 
^dled a moll urgent and important object, 

if. That the fiaron deCarondclet could very well 
have received my letters, without its neceifarily fol- 
lowing tha.t his had come to luind. - 
^ 6i Thkt the Baron did not reprefcnt Mr. Ellicott'« 
}iot* writing to him ofEcialiy as a complaint^ but a$ aa 
phfert)atioti\ and that' iu fadtjio never has tioa:ie it ia 
thofe terms. . .; 

= 7. That the proofs yon allege to e^^cv^lpate Mr, 
!pHicott, refpe<34ng hisintentioxis of taking the fort 
pf Natchez by furprife, are purely negative. \ 

8. TMtit is not merely /^r^/w^^jr, bat very power- 
ful reafotis, 'whicb have impeded the evacuation of 
the poft, and the running of the boundary line. 

9. That the infinuations by which you are willing to 
tjcrfu^de the APfi^rican people that pur arming is di- 

s^ fcded 
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reeled againft them, are unjuft as well as unfounded, 
as by Mr. Blounfs letter it is clearly demon fi rated to 
be a precaution for the mere purpofe of defence. 
• ID, That you evidently contradict yourfelf, when 
on one hand you are pleafed to attribute to us the 
movements of the Indians, and in the very next pa- 
ragraph you fhow it might proceed from Amoricaa 
citizens, as it adually does according to Mr. Blount's 
letter ; and that he a6ted with the knowledge and 
intelligence of the very fame Britilh Miniftcr, in 
whofe private notes, without fignature, and perhaps 
not of his own hand-writing, you place fuch impli- 
cit confidence. ' 

II. That although in all your official communica- 
tions you have always manifefted to me that the 
American Government knew of nothing which in- 
dicated any foundation for my fufpicions, Mr. 
Blount's letter clearly proves that I was pcrfedly in 
the right. 

I have thus fulfilled a very difagreeable duty.— • 
Always defirous to contribute to flrengthen the bands 
of friendfhip which unite Spain and America, and 
to which their fituation, their wants, and refources, 
invite them ; T have feen with the moft profound 
grief, that the language and tenour of your commu- 
nication to the Prefident, is not, in my opinion, cal- 
culated to promote fo delirable an obje6l to us all. 
For my part, although I fhall leave nothing undone 
to cement the union and harmony with a nation 
which I refpeft ; neither fhall I ever fufFer the inte- 
refls of the King my mafler, in any cafe whatever, 
to be facrificed to an unjuft partiality. 

I pray God to preferve you many years. 
Your moft obedient humble fervant, 

Carlos Martinez De Yrujo. 

Philadelphia y July lUh^iT^T. 

Ta 
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To Philip Fatio*. 

Office of Porcupine* s Gazette^ i\th July^ '797» 

Dear Don, ' ' 

■ Having, by your kind note of yeflerday, been' 
invited to a correfpondence with yoU; I now avail 
myfelf of the invitation, in addrefling^to you a few' 
obfervations on the letter of your Chevalier , this day 
publiflicd in my Gazette. * 

Upon receiving your note, the firft thought that 
Uruck me was, that Don De Yrujo was another* 
Quixote, fallied ' out in fearch of adventures, and' 
that you were his Sancho Panza, trotting quietly at 
his heels, difcharging his drudgery and dirty work ; 
but though you may be an exadl likenefs of the' 
Squire, both in body and mind, I find, upon a- 
perufal of your Knight's letter, that my conceptions 
had done infinite injury to the hero of the romance ; 
for the language and manner of the former bear a 
much ftronger refemblance to the filly and brutal 
reproaches of a French fans-culotte, than to the 
modefi:, though manly remonftrances of the learned 
and accomplifhed Knight of La Mancha. 

To enter into a detailed examination of this im- 
pudent letter would require a facrifice of time that 
I am not inclined to throw away upon the produ6lion 
of a Don, Suppofing every word of it to be true 
(which I am far from doing, by the by), it doe* 
not invalidate a fingle fentence contained in Mr. 
Pickering's Report, Controverfy is therefore out of 
the queftion ; it is the intention of the publication 
which is alone worthy of notice. 

The grand objeft of French policy, as it refpeds 
North America, is, to acquire fuch an influence over 
the United States as to be able at all times to direft 
their councils, and of courfe command the aid of their 
various refources. Knowing themfelves unable to 

* Secretary to the Spanifh Miqifter. 

$ 4 obtaia 
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obtain this influence by fair means ; feeing, notwith- 
i^anding outward appearances, that the American^ 
do not in their hearts love either Frenchmen, French 
manners, or French goods, they have long been en- 
deavouring to fall on fome mode of acquiring by; 
their power, what has been refufed to their intriguer 

Having no fleet able to meet the^;^enep(iy at fea, 
they could not attack us on that fide. If they bad 
been mafters of that element, their fraternal cannon- 
ball^ ^nd bomb-fhells would long ago have laid our 
towns in afhes. Senfible of their weaknef^ here, 
they turned their baleful blafting looks towards the 
Miffiflippi, and feeing j^our poor humiliated Catholic 
mafler (i will not call hini King) in pofTeffion of the 
frontier, they had nothing to do but to order him to 
deliver, as the highwayman does the defencelefs tra- 
veller. 

Unfortunately for the chara6l:er of your nation^ 
your mailer had, juft before receiving this word of 
command, piade a treaty with the United StateS| 
ivhich flipulates for the furrender of certain pofisj 
that his new allies looked upon as conveniences not 
tQ.be dgne without, when the country Ihbuld come 
into their hands. Your Governors have, therefore, 
\ieen orderied not to give them up according to treaty; 
9nd in order to jufiify the retention of them, they 
And; Dpn Martinet} have had recourfe to the many 
futile and miferable pretexts which have been ex* 
pofcd to the. pubUc in Mr. Pickering's Reports, and 
the docqrpcnts accompanying them. 

Among thefe pretexts one was, that they \«^rc 
compelled to hold them to defend the Spanifli terri^ 
(ory againft ^n expedition from Canada, which your 
Chevalier told the Government was preparing. Thi# 
^xcufc was treated as it deferved ; it was looked upo^ 
^8 a mpre ilory, invented for the purpoie of procraf- 
tination, and to malk the real objedt of the hoiiile 
preparation^ of your countrymen, Thefe preparations 

art 



are fiJll continued with a vigour well calotlated toi 
alarm the people of thefe States, and therefore every 
cfKertion is making on ypuripart to divert their atte-Pr 
tion from tbem. Blount's ambiguous^ inei^plicable 
kitter, and the conftrudioa which your friends havo 
endeavoured to give it^ furnifhed Martinez with 
what he looked upon as an, excellent opportunity to 
come forward with a '^ did not Itellyoufif^^ and thus 
to juflify the detention of the pofls, and the warlike 
preparations that are goin^ forward ; andvif poinhle» 
to turn the reientment of the people of this country 
from Spain to Great Britain. 

But whatever mean opimon you Spaniards maji 
have formed of our intelle^s, few of us are beafis 
enough to be milled or deceived by you. Our <fear 
fifler republic is, indeed, allo^wed to throw powder 
in our eyes whenlhe pleafes ; but you arc not r^ubr 
licans yet ; and though you may be fo in a very little 
time, we muft fitU look upon you as fubje<^s of tbfr 
King of the Inquilition : by you, thcrefore,^ we aw 
not fo eaflly blinded. As to an expedittoo fttm 
Canada, none was ever preparing or intended ; tli^ 
icoundrels, who wanted to found Mr. Liiton, perc^ 

g>fed an expedition by fea on the part of the Britifli. 
lount's letter fays nothing about.Canada, nor NiTofft 
any overtures ever made to Mr. Lifton by Blount, 
or on his behalf, How, theui does hia letter ocKifirfli 
what Yrujo had faid about an expedition firom Cav 
nada ? If it is to be looked upon as any authority at 
all, it gives his ilpry the lie. 

As to the infamous cmffiraty^ as the treacherous 
hirelings of France call it, and perhaps juftly, there 
is every reafonto fuppofe that Don Martinet knows 
mudi more of it than the Britifh Minifter ever did. 
The projectors were all of the democratic, French, 
Spaniih, outlandifh, anti-federal| infamous fadlion^ 
^lountbimfelf has voted with the partifans lOf France 

oil 
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on every quefiion that has come before him this laft 
feffion of Congrefs ; and is it, then, probable that 
tbefe villains really meant to ferve Great Britain ? 
No ; what is generally believed on the fubje6l is the 
truth ; that is, that they were employed, as Mr. Lif- 
ton fufpe6led, to inlinuate themfelves into his con- 
fidence ; very likely to prevail on him to procure an' 
expedition which they might betray, or at leaft to 
take fome incautious flep that might produce a rup- 
ture between Britain and America : and as to Blount*s 
letter, it feems to have been written on purpofe to 
be intercepted, feeing that, through the honourable 
condu6t of the Britifh Minifter and his Court, all 
the other fnarcs had proved unfuccefsful. 

However, we will fuppofe for a moment that you 
had really your fears of an aflault from Canada. — ^ 
That fear is over now ; the plot, you fay yoyrfelves, 
is all difcovered, and confequently no violation of 
the neutrality of our territory will now take place to 
our difadvantage. Why then does not Don Gayofo 
give up our pofts ? Why do you not fulfil your part 
of the treaty as we do ours ? Or, rather, why do I 
aik thefe filly queflions ? The pofts are never to be 
given up, the line is never to be run. No fuch 
things are' intended, and Citizen Don Martinezes 
letter is, like all his other communications on the 
fubjeA, only intended to amufe us, to make us doubt 
of the wifdom and integrity of our Government, 
and thus weaken its feeble arm, while your callow- 
hided countrymen are furrounding us in behalf of 
your treacherous, bloody, and *^ natural allies/* 

After having pointed* out what I am certain is the 
objedl of this at once fiupid and malicious perform- 
ance, give me leave to fay a word or two on the 
infulting manner in which it was yefterday commu^ 
nicated to the people. In the firft place it iflued from 
the prefs of a fcoundrql who lias long been fupported 

by 
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l>y your ^^ natural allies'* the cut-throats' of France, 
and who does not attempt to deny that he is in their 
pay. From this proftituted prefs the fheets were 
taken by certain ill-looking vagabonds, and diftri- 
buted about the city, with as little modefty as the 
bills of a do6lor of the venereal difeafe. I am far 
from hinting that this was beneath the *^ Knight of 
** the dtftinguijhed Order of Charles III.^^ The age 
of chivalry is gone, as Burke fays, and that of boor- 
iflinefs, meannefs, and rafcality has fucceeded,— 
What notions of honour can a man have, who could 
thus ftoop to court the favour of the populace of a 
foreign country ? But, indeed, what notions of ho- 
nour can reafonably be expedled from the rcprefent- 
ative of a power, who, for the fake of imaginary 
fecurity, bafely deferted, and treacheroufly turned 
his arms againft his ally ; of a king, who at the fame 
time that he calls himfelf the Mq/t Catholic^ makes 
a league with atheifts againft the head of thi? church, 
while he afks his benedidlion ; who fufFers himfelf 
to be called the natural ally of, and who profefles the 
fincerefi efieem and friendfhtp for, a band of rebels who 
have dethroned, infulted, degraded, and murdered 
the choiceft branch, the pride of his family ? Of 
fuch a king I am far from faying that Don Yrujo is 
an unworthy reprefentative *. 

I ftiould now, my dear Fatio, enter on an examin- 
ation of the infult offered to this Government, in 
the above publication, and of the punifhment that 
ojught to attend it ; but as I am afraid I have already 
trefpafTed on your patience too long, I fhall defer it 
till my next, I am afraid I trefpafs a good, deal on 
your precious time, but you will do me the jultice to 

* Don Martinez is a fubfcriber to my gazette. If he fends them 
home carefully, they mud afford infinite delight at the Conr( of 
^adrid. 

allow 
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9II0W that I did not folicit the correfpondence. Yoa 
have brought the evil on yourfelf, and you muft 
bear it. As )rou have brewed fo you muft bake. 
I pray God to prcferve you many days. 

Your mofl obedient fervant, 

P. Fo&CUPI£7£. 



Mr. Bayard. — Mr. Bayard^ from Delaware, was 
appointed on the Select Committee of the Houfe of 
Reprefentatives, who are now fitting on the fubjefit 
of the confpiracy, in which Governor Blount makes 
ib confpicuous a figure^ in the place of li^r. Danaj 
from Connediicutj who declined ferving. 

Mr. Gerry is appointed Envoy to France, in the 
place of Mr. Dana^ who declined the appointoieiit. 

Mr. Fiti. — The following is a firiking inflanoe 
of the lying malice of the Amencan Captains : th^ 
article is taken from a New- York paper of yef^ 
terday. : • 

<^ Captain Hinckley, frocn Lifbon, giyes an a&iv 
^^ count of a frigate halving arrived there from Eng* 
^* land, which brought word, that the mutiny in the 
f < Britifli fleet had arif^n to fuch kn height, that aa 
<- engagement had adlualty commenced between 
^< feveral ihips, and it was conjectured that this 
^^ frigate was difpatched to give intelligence of ihe 
** fitUation of the grand ifteet to Admiral Jervis.— ^^ 
'^ N. B, Captain Hinckley had read, previous to 
<* this intelligence, in the Englifh newfpapers, the 
<< accounts of the jnutiny in the fleet at Portii|\out]i^ 
*^ Previous to the arriv^ of this frigate there were 
*^ three mails due at Liibon from England— ^which 

f^ h^ excited confider^Wr alarm. It was currently 

^f reported at Liibon, and gmerdlly ieUeved^ that Mif^ 
^ Pitt had ahfconded from England — or rather that Af 

** dare4. 
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^ dared not appear in public y and was obliged to con-' 
^^ iitme incog. *.*' 



Saturday, 15^^ July. 
To Philip Fatio. 

C^e of Porcupine* s Gas^ettt^ i^thjttly^ '799» 

Deak 1>ok, 

In fulfilihent of the promifc I itiade you yeftferdajr, 
1 fhall now make an obfervatron or two on the iblult 
oflfered to thfe American Goverhmfent, in the publi- 
cation ot" the letter ojf Citizen Yrujo. 

The Citizen in one part of his letter tells Mr. 
Pickering, that he " cannot be ignorant that there 
" are certain requifite formalitieSy when nations itreat 
** with one another of their mutual cbncerns, which 
*\ ,are not required between individuals.** This is 
among the very few truths that are to be found in his 
fetter, and from it we muft inevitably cbnclude, that 
he has the modefty to think Mr. Pickering hotfo ig^ 
norant as }iimfelf, or that he does not look upon ike 
tJnxted States as a nation ; for let toe afk you, what 
individulal, what fwindling, what blackguard itidi* 
^idual, vyas ever treated with Icfs formality than he 
hias trfeated the American Government, and, thtdogh 
it, the American people ? 

The idea of appealing from the Government to 
the people originated in the Jacobin Club of Paris, 
Genet was the hardened fcoundrel who firft threat^ 
ened it here, and what he threatened Adet put in 
execution^ flipping out of the way of "a penalty by 
declaring hitofeijf no longer Minifter. At laft comes 

^»i— '■^^■><w— wiM»>^>— — — — ■— ■ ■ m I ii—^— — ^i»i I ■ ■ ■ 

' f I kave oft€n alTerted what, I hope, nobody will now call ir> 
^uefiioD, that the American Captains of vefTels are the mbli malU 
CK>us abd moil l^ing Iboundrels in the nniverfe. ' Who would bt • 
ibrry, now, to hear that this fellow, on his next voyage, hadbeea 
dripped and flogged by the French f 

Don 
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Don Carlos, who, improving upon the example of 
tht^fe great mafters in infolence, not only makes his 
appeal in a more direct and explicit manner, but re- 
tains his fiincSlions as Minifter, and, laughs at the 
an;jor of thofe whom he has infulted ! Oh ! that I 
were Prefident for about three hours ! 

When Adet's appeal was received by the Govern- 
ment, he was no longer a public Minifter ; it there- 
fore became a queflion, with fome people, whethef 
the Government could legally order him away or 
not ? But your matter Martinez's cafe is quite dif- 
ferent : by his retaining his public character the diffi- 
culty is removed ; he may be inflantly commandea 
to quit. the country ; and unlefs he is, and that too 
with every mark of refentment, I Ihall not be fur- 
prifed to fee the Prefident kicked into the ftreet in 
lefs than fix months. 

Gracious Heaven! infulted by a Spaniard ! Eight, 
years war aBd mifery, and a hundred thoufand men 
ilretched dead upon the plains of America, and all 
to purchafe a kick from a tawny-pelted natipn, which 
Americans had ever been taught to defpife ! I dare 
fay you laugh to yourfelves when you read over the 
endlefs and bombaftical accounts of the celebration 
of our independence J while you fee us fo tamely fub- 
mit to the taunts, the abufe, and robberies of you 
and your bloody and natural allies. If you do not 
laugh, the refl^ of the world will, and therefore yoa 
may as well join in the roar. 

I fhall conclude our correfpondence for the prefent 
by afking you how Mr. Blount came to have cards of 
invitation from Don Carlos de Martinez ? — I am 
informed that fuch cards were found among his pa- 
pers ; and, if fo, I hope you will have the'candouf 
to confefs, that what I hinted at yefterday re(pe6ling 
his being in the confidence and pay of the French 
and Spaniards, may now be aifertedas a fa6l. 

I greatly applaud the humane fentiaxents of Don 

Carlos : 
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Carlos : fuch feiltiments always come with a good 
^ace from a Spaniard ; particularly when exprefled 
towards your natural allies, feven hundred of whom 
your countrymen butchered in cold blood, at Fort 
Dauphin, no longer than about two years ago*.— 
After a humane and friendly adlion like this, it is no- 
wonder to fee you ft'aternize. You are the only na-- 
tion on earth who can vie with the French in perfidy 
and cruelty, and therefore it is wfth Angular propriety 
you call each other your natural allies. 
• I pray God to preferve you a few days longer. 

Your moft obedient fervant, 

P. Porcupine, 



Receipt to make a Patriot. — ^Mr. Porcupine, As 
every man who has made a difcovery that is ufeful to 
his country deferves well of it, I requeft you will 
publifh the following receipt, which has been the 
fruit of many years cjofe ftudy and experiment ; that, 
before I flip off the ftage, I may put in my claim to 
a fmall portion at leaft of this merit, 

Paracelsus Secundus. 

Take of the arfenic of liberty and equality, fuch 
as is manufactured at the Luxemburg in Paris, a 
pound of each : let them be fufed in a crucible "f* 
(made of equal parts of gambling and debauchery), 
until every grain of property is completely evapo- 
rated. Over a ftrong heat thife part of the procefs 
will foon be over. Take the mafs that remains at 
the bottom of the crucible, let it cool, and after re- 
ducing it to a powder, put it into a brafs veffel,^ filled 
nearly to the top with ambition, fraud, and diflimu- 



* This was the moft cruel and perfidious affair that ever the 
world witnefled. 

f Thefe crucibles may be had in moft of the large cities in any 
quantities. ^ 

. . . lation. 
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lation,' about one gallon of each : tottbeic ad4|uiif 
a gill of republican virtue^ juft enough to give^.t^ 
liquor a proper colour ; more would /poil xt. [hd 
this compofition ftand for twenty^four hours in a 
warm place, arnd it will yield you a beautiful. blood* 
coloured tinc^lure, equal to any that was ever ieen, 
even at Paris. After it has pwp&^ly digeOed» a4d 
one ounce of French faiths as much ofjSpaniih bo- 
nour^ and about a dram^ rather lefs than mofe,, /of 
American couragfe of the ^owth of ;76, if to be^iid* 
Stir the whole well together, till all the ingiHpdicpts 
arc completely diflblvfed in the lin<51:ure, which may 
be known by its turbid afpe<5l, and the intolerable 
llench that arifes from the veflcL Laftly, decant 
the liquor into Urongilone bottles,v for it will.b^^ft 
the ftroogeft glafs, and preferve it.foi: life. If .f^ro* 
|)erly madc^ it will keep for years> and bear the lo.Qgefi 
fea voyage. 

One wine-glafs full of this taken in a. morniagpti. 
an empty i):omaich> and backed by another of true 
Coniac brandy, will alraoft inAantly produce all the 
fymptoms of a patriot ; it will make a man gna(h 
his teeth 'and fwear moft outrageoufly whenever he 
fees an Englilhman, or only hears the n^me of Great 
Britain mentioned.; and if you fhow him a han^f(il 
of louis d*or, or if he even hears them rattle,,, he 
laughs immoderately 9 and his hand is ^Qtaneoiifly 
flretched out to receive. But what is. ipofl: extraor- 
dinary in the operation of this tinclure is, that.^jfter 
adofe or two, the more a man is kicked, or caned, 
the more he fawns and fondles i fo that^after a week 
or ten days fleady ufe of it, the whole main jis tnLofr 
formed, body and foul, into a fpaniel dog, and ever 
afterwards walks on all fours. 

N. B. This incomparable elixir patriotique is fpld 
only at the offices of the Aurora in Philadelphia,, of 
the Argus at New- York, and the Chronicle ^ft 

2 Boflon ; 
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]»quinng for tl)e patriotic e^itojr^^ j^y &€ living 

Spani/k Infohh$e and Bafmefi.r^'^^^K. PoRCtrpiNfij 
Ever fince Spain has been governed by princes of the 
Bourbon family, the Spanifh name has beeo diigraced 
ib peace and in war; every important ooeafure has 
Keen dire6led by the crooked politics of France,-— 
TiYm connexton^, like the obfoene harpies o( old^ 
contaminates whatever it touches. But never has 
this been fo confpicuous as in the preient reign^ 
and more efpecially at the prefent period. — -The 
degenerate Prince that now fways the Spanifh 
ic6ptre, whom the French have kept on the tnrone^ 
ttierely as a tro|^y of their power, or as the butt of 
their infolence, feems deflitute hot only of the dig-* 
nity of a king, but c^the common virtues of a man; 
Hot content with allying himfelf to the murderers oi 
a benevolent Prince, who was the flower of his fa-* 
mily, he has become the fupple tool of all their moil 
nefarious politics. 

As the Sovereign is at home, fo is the Minifteif 
abroad ; the one is governed, like a dependant, by 
the nod of the five deipots at Paris, and the oth^ 
by the direAions of the French agents in America. 
Becaufe thofe infidel tyrants had thought proper to 
rob and infult this coiintnr and its government, and 
We have thought proper, I am forry to add, to fubmit 
to it, the obfequious imitative Don mufl attempt 
the fame, in order to participate in the guilt, and 
lofTen the infamy of his mailers. 

Surely if a revolution is ever to be recommended^ 
it is when a prince thus entails ruin and diigrace on 
himfelf and his people, as Charles the 1 Vth has done 
by this alliance with the regicide Diredlpry of France. 
fiefides what fhe paid to purchafe a dilhonourable 

VOL. VI. T peace. 
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pjiace, Spain has already loft large fums in fp^ci^^ il 
Gonfiderable part of her navy, and a very valuable 
ifland ; and if fhe perfift in her prefent ftupid fyftem. 
of obedience, without claiming the fecond-light of 
a Scotchman, I will prboonnce her ruin inevitable. 

Nothing is wanted but a cor^joint operation be- 
tween Great Britain, and the United States, to opei|; 
a way to all the riches of Mexico ; and hovfcvct 
Spain may deceive herfelf, it is not alt the crookeii- 
manoeuvres of French and American Jacobins, who' 
are as much her enemies as ours; , that tan long pre- 
vent it. Events are pointing, with the clearnefe of 
a funbeam, to the abfolute, irrefiftible neceffity of. 
fuch a coalition. The bafe fubfidized agents of 
France cannot long check the juft refentment, or 
refift the meafures of a high-fpirited and free people, 
who fcorned to receive the law from freemen, and 
will never fubmit to receive it from flaves. The proud 
fpirit of '76, that encountered danger's far more treri 
imcDdous than any that now prefent themfelves, will 
burft out with the greater violence for being fo long, 
reflrained, and, fpreading from north to fouth, will 
bear down all oppolition. 

The flrength of this Government is great, in its 
various retburces, as well as in the afibdlion of all 
its citizens, a few bafe profligates excepted ; and no- 
thing but the want of aq union of councils, and an 
cxcellive love of peace, has hitherto prevented our 
enemies from feeling it. We hold the fate of the 
French and Spanifti Wefl Indies in our hands; 
and without having recourfe to the iijfernal pradlice 
of the French, the arming of flaves againft their 
maflers, we are able, with a fmall naval aid, to re- 
volutionize all the kingdom of Mexico. . 
. But with all this refpedlability of flrength and cha- 
rafler, it has been the unhappy fate of this Govern- 
ment to fubmit to violations and indignities almoft 
without example ; and this has been owing as much 
' z ' to 
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to the tamenefs of its friends, as to the audacity of 
its enemies: for while thefe have beqn united and 
perfevering, as all conrpirators are, thofe have been 
torpid, and without any union or combination o£ 
efforts. . ^ 

In the prefent ftate of things the independence 0^ 
the United States is little more than a ihadow ; it is 
really not worth what it coft to acquire apd fupport 
it; and unlefs a ftop can be put to the progrefs of 
fa6lion and foreign interference, inftead of a blejGSng, 
it will ere long be a burden, which even the vaffals 
of Pruflia would not take off our hands as a gift^ . 

I remember what the Tories prophefied at the clofe 
of the revolution war: " The profpec^V,*' faid they^ 

that now looks fo bright, will foon be darkened 

by clouds heavier than any that have yet hung over 
** you. \^our Government will be torn by civil 
** fadlions, and you will be tofled to and fro like a 

tennis-ball, by the contending nations of Europe! 

France, which you now hug as an ally and equal, 

will corrupt your citizens, and foment divinons 

among them, by which your Government will be 
** fo weakened, that it will not dare to oppofe her 
^^ ambitious defigns. She can never forget her 
^* being expelled from this country with difgrace, 

nor will (he fail to improve the firfl: opportunity 

to recover fome part of it," 

This is almoft fulfilled in the prefent unfortunate 
ilate of things, but the cafe is not without a remedy, 
if prompt decifion and firmnefs is adopted on the 
part of Government and its influential friends. To 
thefe the great body of the well-afFe6led citizens look 
for an example. They feel the wounds of their 
country ; they refent them, and, if properly led, would 
fpeediJy avenge them. They fear neither the foreign 
enemy, nor the daftardly traitors among themfelves, 
.but would rejoice in an opportunity offacrificing to 
both their rai^ch injured. and infulted cpjuntiy. ^ ; ;j 

T z ' In 



€€ 



ii 



17* GAZETTE SELECTIONS. 

In what ronfifts the principal flrength of Fratice t 
It is the poifon of her principles among the mob, 
^nd corruption of her money among the rebels and 
parricides. Thefe have been the bafe diabolical arts 
by which fhe had done as much as by her arms ; and 
miferal>le has been the fate of all thoie countries5 
tvhere they have not been feafonabty and vigoroufly 
oppofed. If| af^r fo many examples to teach us, we 
Continue to fold our arms, and wrap ourlelvcs up 
in an imagitied fecurity, our turn will oome next ; 
and we lh:aH add one more to the glocMny catalogue 
of the trfbutaries of France. 

Therefore let the friends of their couiitry and its 
Government afTociate^^at this critical jundlure, to fup- 
port the conftituted authorities, and to oppofe their 
enemies by fpiriteiand united efforts. Wnilc traitors 
and foreign emifTaries are daily infulting the dhief 
toagiftrate by virulent and inflammatory publications ; 
when tiie Miniftcrs of France and Spain, foigetting 
common decency, obtrude their appeal on people, 
in order to miftead the ignorant ; it is the dtity of 
all thofe *who condemn fucb criminal conduct to-dc- 
clare ihtk refolution to oppofe it. 

An Old Soldier. 



Dallas. — In confequence of my advertiiement for 
froof of Mr, Dallas's not being an EngUJhman^ I have 
this morning received a very valuable morlH of fans* 
•culotte bfiography, which I intend laying before my 
readers to-morrow. 



tm 



Tuesday, i 8*^ July* 

Blounfs WlighU-'^A Jhort Extra3 from a Charier in 

the Book of Numbers. 

8. And, behold, when they bad made vn end of 
their confultations they were fore p^plexed^ for no 

I man 
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man oould devife where the plot would ifiue^ or who 
would be fafe in the day of inquiiition. 

9. Then the leaders of the band of confpiratord 
came forth from the tabernacle, that fiandeth on the 
highway, even the tabernacle of Satan ; and th«y 
l>rought out a live goat to make a fin offering* 

10. And Reltub theHibernite, and Bow*wow the 
gladiator ''^ y took him by the horns, and they pre- 
tented him alive before the altar, to make an atone- 

'tnent for the fins of many ; and, behold, when they 
had put their hands on him they let him go, andTt^e 
goat fled and efcaped into the wildernefs ; and, Ip, 
from that day even unto thi&, he is called the (cape- 
goat of confpiracy, 

1 1 • Depart, faid they, and travel (buthward until 
thou comeft into the wildernefs of fin, which is iti 
the land of the Iflimaelites, and there conceal thyfelf 
in dens and fafi: places, until the day of inquifition 
as paiTed over. 

12. Now in thofe days there w^s a man nameil 
Ehcab ben Ehcabj who was deicended from the great 
forcerer of Quilfylvania ; and, behold, this man was 
a finner, like unto Balaam the fon of Beor, who 
went to curfe Ifrael in the days of Balak« He aUb 
loved the wages of /unrighteoufi^ ; and report 
goeth, that he made a covenant with the dcvil^ neyec 
to ipeak the truth with his lips. 

13. The fame was high-]Mrieft of the band of cop- 
fpirators, ^nd having feized a iheep out of a firange 
flock, he (wore by the gods Vlm^iofi and Fkreal, 
that this fheep was a goat, albeit no man believed 
him. 

14. And he topk and he brought the fheep to the 
altar to iacrifice him ; and having made a prepara- 
tion of oil and foot, with diters mcantations he be* 
fineared the fiieep therewith, firpm bis horns even to 

* Budtr tsoA 7b9mm ^iSmrt wcrr|vl ^ Senator Blouixt. 

T3 the 



a7« GAZETTE SELEGTI.ONS. 

• the tip of- his tail ; nathlefs the oil and the foot 
both difappeared as foon as the fun rofe and fhone 

• upon them.- 

15. Then all the people faw the heart of Ehcah 

\ben Ehcah was filled with all manner of falfehood 

and bitterneft, and they arofe with one accord, and 

'took bim without the camp, and they floned him 

• with liones, as a troubler of the peace of Ifracl. 

. Wehfter. — ^To Peter Porcupine. Sir, Your fore 
'^antagoiiift, poor- Noah Webfter, Efquire^ has had 
another relapfe of madriefs (fuppofed to be the hy- 
drophobia). I have not yet, however, heard that 
he bites, hvA he raves and he prophefies more than 
ever. The Iricid interval which he lately enjoyed, 
was generally attributed to the dreffing which yoii 

• gave him in your March Genfor. Coercive mea- 
sures will, I am afraid, be again oeceflary to bring 
this unhappy man to his fenfes. In his Minerva 
of the 4th of Jdly laft, he not only fqueezes con- 

• je^ure to the very dregs, but he talks wildly arid 
** incoherently about ^* the late intelligence^^* which 

(he fays) opens to a part of Europe the confoling 
]^ofpe6l of peace, and to all the world fome hope 
that the pacification will be general. " There are, 

■ hovvever,- good*reaf6ns to appfrehend that the peace 
will not be general, and \f ge7teral, (hB,i it will not 
be durableJ"' Exl:ellent logic for fome clay-headed 
reader^ ! it' is truly what the profeflbr of pedantry 
tails " the caufation of caules, and the caiife of 
things." 'He next prbceeds to fhow the ftate of the 
|Lna;lifh fleet, their debt, the bank, the alarming 

' condition of Ireland; and, after talking *" touch 
•iibout its goddefs, and about it," and every thing 

•being cUt arid dry, this niamac anticipatitig newf- 
paper writer obferves, *^ Having conquered PortCigal, 

.audihut ont .EngUihiflQmmefge from her pQrts,FraDce 
will perha|as tufn hy attention to the Hanfe towns, 

.' , \ • ■• ' . ....... » - •■ ■ ^Q^ 
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end play the fame game with them. In the mean 
time France will ftrain every nerve to repair her 
marine, fo as to annoy the trade of England ; fhe 
will countenance the infurredtions in Ireland, con- 
tinue the alarms of invafion, keep up the expendi- 
tures of Great Britain, and prevent the rbftoration 
of credit, unfil ajlormjhall btirji forth into a revolu- 
tion." Wonderful Noah ! amazing prophet 1 This, 
according to Bayes, is truly to elevate 2iTiAfurprtfe. 

Lucian, with a happy pencil, ridicules fuch men : 
he obferves, ** War is the parent of all things, when 
one a6lioa can make fo many hiftorians; and I have 
heard of many of them who wrote the hiftory of 
what w^s to happen hereafter/* He afterwards 
mentions, *^ that the people of Abdera were feized 
with a violent epidemical fever, which raged 
throughout the whole city, continuing for feven 
4ays ; at the expiration of which, a copious dif^ 
charge of blood from the noftrils, in fome, and in 
others a profufe fweat, carried it off: it was at- 
tended, however^ with a ridiculous circumftance ; 
every one of, the perfons afFeded by it, being fud- 
denly taken with a fit of tragedizing, and fpouting 
iambics." Noah's difeafe is fomewhat of this /y^^^, . 
his phantafma being entirely of the tragic caft, as he 
talks of clofing the drama, the revolution of em- 
pires, and indeed ynfolds fuch horrid crimes to his 
credulous readers, as to makp 

*• Tbcir knotty and combined locks to part, 
** And each particular hair to ftand on end 
*' Like quills upon the fretful porcupine.** Shak. 

This fee-faWy cameleon-like Editor (hows fome me- 
thod, however, in his madn^fs, for he minutely 
takes the advice which Mr. Cambridge gave to the 
Jliondon gasjetteers : *•' I would advife you (fays 
this gentleman) in general not to be fparing pf 
your paragraphs/ either in number or in length; and 
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Jf ycH3 alfo take cftre to add a pvop6t cJUafitity of ybw 
own refle(Slions, your paper will bfe gt*eedily bought 
up by all members of oratories, reafoning fecieiies) 
atid othieir talkative afTemblies of this mofl eloquent 
inieti'opolis." 

J^eitlier is Noah by any means lingular in being 
a prppbfetical, political, and di<5latotial new/man; forj 
in the hiftory of Currantoes and Mercuries, W(ft 
find, that Woods ot Tooker, thofe diurnal and heb*' 
doroadal biflorians, publifhed a paper, OliUedy 
**^ News, Old News, and fuch News as you ne^dt 
heard of/* Tbeh fallied forth Marchmottt N6Bd* 
ham, the prototype of prophet Noah, who, in op*- 
pofition to thofe daily and weekly detailers, broiight 
forth a Gazette, entitled^ «* News for jipy Years #* 



tofne^ 



The times tlien, like the prefetit, were wild and 
out of joint, and almofl evdiy prefs groaned with 
fcoiije<3urcs, prophecies, and lamentations; but 
Noah, in this enlightened age, feems to out-herod 
them all ; he balances Europe with as much lacili^ 
as a grocer would a pound of fugar, and deoideis tfa^ 
fate of empires with as much promptnefs and infal^- 
libilily as a fortune-teller delitieatio^ the future lot 
in life of a gaping country bumf^m ; and at hiA 
tt)odeft1y alTures, that nothing can prevent the 
completion of his predi6liops, but the " interventm 
of a tnir(ich.^^ 

A little purging, bleeding, bliftering, and vomit- 
ing, would be of infinite fervice to this bewildered, 
puritanical journalifi, fuch as adminifiered by Swift 
and Pope to Edmund Curl of old. It muft be al- 
io wed, however, that he is a ftiend to Government ; 
but a bad advocate, you know, often injures a good, 
caufe : his norifenfe and his ravings becottie now 
truly infufferable. Callimorphus, a phyfician, whto 
^rote the Iliftory of the Parthian War, talking of 
lijmfelf, finds out, ** th^t ^ phyfician muft be the 

fitteft 



fitted of all men to write lii&ory> becaafe £(cula«- 
(nos was the ion of Apolloi aiid Apollo the lea^r 
of the Mules, and the gi^t prince of literature4'* 
Analogous to this argument - is Noah^s dedu<5):k>n^ 
that) l^caufe he has beed a foldier^ a inafier of fcbo«* 
lars (a fchoolmafter)^ a langUage^'niaker (a com- 
pUcT of a rpeUing-book), a U^yer^ a confiitution>- 
maker^ and a ne^fpapet editorj he is qualified 
to be a political writer and a prophet i, Touch up 
this infane man with the laih of fatire, refiore.hini 
to hia prifline fenles, and bring him again to be a. 
m^re retailer of fads ; advife him too not to revo^ 
lationize *'■ either tte confiitution ot the language of 
England. He cudgels his brains too much with 
matters &r beyond his reach : let him continue the 
war with the democrats ; his courage and abilities 
are adequate to fuch an undertaking ; but if he goes 
one iota farther, he mufl lofe )iimiielf^ Z. 

JNew^York^ lOtkJwly^ ly^f^ 

Daffas.-^^-MiBL. Porcvpiks, Ob&rving in a late 
Gazette, that you advertiie for an autnentic accouni: 
of the birth of Alexander James Dallas^ in order to 
mfcertain whether he is an Engliihman or not ; I 
believe the following memoir of this man can be 
ihbf^tiated with fuch proof as to entitle me to the 
ofiered reward of ten dollars. 

This famous fiins-culotte is a Creole of Jamaica^ 
^t to England hf the bounty of a relation^ where 
lie was eductttbd^ What leffons he received there, 
we can only judge of by the fruit they produced~« 
if they were thofe of morality and political integri^ 
ty, they mufi have been perverted by the natural 
dquravity of his mind. He there married a decent 
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* Vide Mmerra of the ftfi i^,*'^ "word etxtiltly the coinage df 
bif own <fiftaited tni^mflftioih 
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woman, iand, when of age, returned • to Jamaica j 
but, finding the climate of the tropics not fuited 
to the inflammatory difpofition of his brain, ho 
came here with his wife, accompanied by his bro- 
ther, Stewart Dallas, and his family, under all the 
appearandes of wretchedneft and poverty, naturally 
produced by the indolence and vices of an unfettle4 
life. Stewart foon found he could not get bread to 
cat here, knd returned to the ifland, where expenfive 
clothing, and winter fuel, were not neccfTary. Our 
hero's refources were more fruitful v he hired a 
garret, where he fnugged it in a cheap way, with his 
wife and a child. Here, by writing a ballad now 
and then, for the poetical retailers of the iireets, 
making once in a while a feaman's will, and adding 
occalionally as a copyiil for a Jo w- priced convey- 
ancer, he made fhiift to provide a ffeanty fupply qf 
victuals ; the rent was left to chance *. Very for- 
tunately for him, and Unfortunately for this poor 
State, fome favourable incident introduced him to 
the notice "of Hallam and Henry, proprietors of the 
old theatre, who took him into pay on low wages^^ 
to write fquibs for them, and pufF up their pieces $ 
befides which, he ufcd to adk in aq * emergency as 
a deputy prompter. This bettered bis circumltances ; 
but ib prone was he to pleafure and vanity, that the 
hard-earned acquidtions of a month would be laid 
out, with the addition of what little credit he could 
procure for domeflic fupplies^ in a dance and fupper 
for a Saturday night (after he had got a let of 
down-ftairs rooms), in order to fupport his con-* 
fequence with a few faftiionable acquaintance he 
had addrefs enough to mix with, though, in the 



♦ It was while he was in this fitnationj I preftimcj that my 
old arte and fevtn^penct halfpenny friend ^r^4^br4 lent him a 
cjuarter of a dollar to buy fiigar.— Sec CtnfQr JFor Stpu 1796. 

■ . • enfuing 
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•^snfuing week, his houfe would he; ^flaulted for 
debts under forty fliillings, without number. In this 
way, however, he rubbed along by hook pr by 
crook, fometimes with a full board, at other tinies 
with an empty one ; until, mod fortunately for him, 
the federal conftitution of the United States was 
propofed for public difcuflion. As no hirelings 
were wanted by the refpeclable citii^ensand people of 
property, he inftantly declared for the gang of op- 

• pofition, defperadoes who panted for plunder, and 
wifhed for an opportunity, by throwing the country 
into diforder and confufion. Here he firft made 
himfelf noticed by the vociferation of his bowlings, 
and by the Billingfgate invcdive of his writing. 
This was " a grand movement" for Dallas, to 
quote the phrafe of his friend Grenet. Our demo- 
crats foon difcovered he would make an a<ftive 
tool, and bean ufeful inftrument in their hands. 
Governor Mifflin therefore took him into patronage, 
and brought him forward into public Ufe, as Se- 

• cretary of the Commonwealth. It was, however, 
privately underftood between them, that he was alfo 

' to be the Governor's Secretary, that is, to write his 
fpeeches and anfwcrs, to fcandalize and befpatter 
his opponents, to fetch, carry, and ^ for him ; 

and, in fhort, do what no one but a convi6t, to fave 
Iiis devoted neck, would have condcfcended to 
undertake. Various, however, as were the fundi ions 
of his new office, our hero foon became fo expert, 
and followed up his beginnings with fo much art 
and impudence, that the mafler was foon converted 

. into the man ; and his Excellency, our chafte and 
honeft, and fober and patriotic Governor, became 
the mere cat's-paw of the Secretary, 

In this iituation he came forward as the fophif- 
tic^l fupporter of that arch fiend Gene(:, and exerted 
all its addrefs to prote(5t him from the bold and 
Oianly cxpofure of his bafe pradices by Mr. Jay 
'" • ^ ■•' ' and 
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and Mr. King : the event, however, funk our Se- 
cretary flill more in the opinion of honeft men, 
but attached him clofer to " our lifter republic :" 
be became a French advocate with a very liberal 
Jalary^ afTumed the direction of the democratic 
ibcieties founded by Geilet, and completely go« 
verned the mother club : the Jacobins rallied round 
him, and no one figured with more eclat in town* 
meeting harangues to a giddy populace. Genet 
Tccommended him to Fauchet, whofe favours he 
ihared^ as one of the famous ilour*merchants. 
The cords of union were drawn ftill clofer between 
him and Citizen Adet, of blunderbufs memorv ; and 
it IS fuppofed his circumftances are now \o eafy, 
that he had fortitude or cunning enough to keep 
clear of (he over-drawings on the Bank of Penn- 
fylvania, in which ib many of his intimate friends 
were concerned. He has fitice figured as the 
ftbufer of the late Prefident, the juftifier of^unroc, 
and the defender of Blount, is a conftant para- 
graphifl for Bache's repofitory of filth, and an iScs^t 
oppofer of federal meafures in every way. 

This, then, is the man — he is part Creole, and 
fart Englifli^—he. is more French than either ; and fo 
variable are his politics, that the higheft bidder may 
always be fure of them. He has been hwing and 
fawning the lafi winter y at the houfe cf the Briti/i 
Afinifier, who might eafily command his fervices, if 
lie chofe to open his purfe : but I fuppofe he wifely 
thinks that the fidelity of a treacherous Jacobin is 
never to be depended upon. Now, Sir, fubmitting 
my claim to your premium, I fubfcribe myfelf, Mr. 
Porcupine, 

Your moft obedient, 

A Friend tq Goveknment. 

Philadelfhiai Jujy 15, 1797. 

▲ItSWBJt. 
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ANSWER. 
S1R5 

i have no doubt of your bemg a real ^^ Friend i^ 
Gmtmmeni^ and I therefore feel myfelf much 
honoured by your communication refpedling the 
advocate of the French RepubUc. X am, however, 
obliged to refuTe to comply with ybur expectations 
as to the reward^ the demand for which feems to 
have been grounded on a mifconception of the 
terms of the offer. " Thus/* fay you, *^ he is 
fart Enghjk, part Creole, &c.^ If this be corredt, 
the reward b not your due^ for it was not, as you feemi 
to have underf):€>od it, offered as a recom penfe for 
proving " whether Mr. Dallas was an Engtijkman or 
not ;* but for producing fatisfadlory proof that he 
was not -an Engli/hman. It is calamity enough to 
have reaibn to fear one*s felf the coun^man of fuch 
It man, without paying for the fad aflurance of the 
fa(^. Known for an Englifhman myfelf, reiblved 
to be known for one as long as I pofTefs the faculty 
of Ipeecb, at)d hearing Dallas called an Englifh* 
man, I was anxious to wipe off the difgrace, which, 
ais bis countryman, was refleded on me ; for this 
reafon it was that I advertifed for a fatisfadory proof 
of ins not being an Englifhman ; and, as you fay 
that be is part Rnglijh^ you have not produced the 
fafkJa3ory proof required, and, confequently, are 
TSu&i entitled to the reward. 

At the iame time that I thus flate my reafbns for 
ftije<%ng your daim, I cannot help acknowledging 
say obligatioais to you, for your kind endeavoui^ to 
relieve my mind from a burden by which it has 
been long oppreflcd. You have made me half 
happy by aflTuring me, that the advocate of the 
French Republic, was not born in England ; if you, 
or any one elfe, can fatisfy me that his progenitors 
were French, ^panifh; Turkifh, Mohawk, or any 

thing 
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thing but Englifh ; in Ihort, if it can be made out 
by " hook or by crook^'' as he made out his living, 
that he has not a drop of Englifh blood in his 
"veins, I hot only promife to pay the reward often 
dollars, but to give a hogfliead of the beft Londoa 
porter into the bargain. 

I am your moft obliged and obedient fervanf, \ 

P. PoRCUFINBi^ 

Philadelphiay July i8, 1797. 



Wednesday, 19^^ July. 

Williams the American Traitor. — St. John'^, An- 
tigua, May I. The Ihip William, Captain At- 
kinfon, from Lancafter and Cork, bound to this 
ifland, . has been taken and carried into Point 
a Petre. She failed from Cork on the 14th ult« 
and on the 1 7th, lat. 7^ N. and long. 59^ y>\ W. in 
company with the ihip Belfey, Captain Fleek, from 
Glafgow, fell in with a French privateer fchooner, 
of 10 guns, full of men, moftly Americans, and 
commanded by one Williams an America^n. The 
privateer immediately attacked the Betfey, which 
after fonie refiftance flruck, and was fent off' for 
Guadaloupe ; after which an engagement com- 
menced between the William and the privateer, 
and continued for five hours, when the latter was 
obliged to Iheer off. A gentleman from the Weil 
Indies, who lately had the misfortune to betaken 
by the French, affures us that he is perfonally ac- . 
quainted with Williams, vvhofe Chriftiau name i$ 
Ifaac, a native of Norwich, flate of Conne6ticut; 
and that he has treated fome of his countrymen, 
that -fell into his hands, with thq greatefl bar-^ 
barity. 

American Traitors. — Captain Sands, of the Olive- 
branch, from Bourdeaux, aflures us that the nuai- 

bcr 



Wr of Americans who have fbipp^d themfelves on 
board French privateers, witn a view of enriching 
themlelves on the fpoils of their countrymen, is by 
lio means fmsall. Many of thefe men hold coih- 
miffions« This fadl would appear incredible, were 
it not confirmed by repeated teftimonies. From 
this circUmftance it would appear, that the brutal 
ijBJiiries to which our n merchants are patiently fub-^ 
mitting, is in a great meafure afcribablc to the vil-;» 
leny of our own countrymen. . It isa great misfortune 
ik> our country,' that neither law nor example are 
fufficient to coiunteradt fuch ihocking depravity.; 
Such tranfadlions abroad, united to the moft in- 
famous proje<Ss of felf-aggrandizement among men 
of ^onfequence at home (but whofe confcquence 
ought to be made more public by placing them on 
gibbet^), are fuiikient to hold America up to the 
fcofFaj contempt, ,and^ridicule of the world. Surely 
an honeft man is a jewel of ineflimable worth ! 

: / [Mineiya.^ 
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ButJer'^s Ship taken. Sans-culotteifm rewarded.--^ 
Extraft of a letter from an American gentleman, 
daled Cape Francjqis, June 24, 1797. ** The Com- 
** miffion flill continue to condemn our veflels, 
" captured going to, or coming from Britifli pprts ; 
and, indeed, fometimes going to French ports, 
as in the cafe of Mr. Anthony Butler's veflel, of 
'* Philadelphia. The veflel was adlually bound to 
^^.a French port, with a recominendatory letter 
" from Mr. Letomb, the Conful-general. Site 
** was ncverthelefs condemned *.'* 



* This Butler is one of the moft furious fans-cniottes in Ame- 
rica ; but you fee that did not fave his veifel^ though failing 
under French governmental protection. 

To 
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To P^hf' Porcupine^ 

Si k, JSfew- York^ i Sth Jufy, i jgy. 

Having oblEerved that you offer a reward of 
ten dollars for *^ fatisfaSory proof that J. A. Dattas 
h no} your countrymaD^** 1 take this opportunity of 
afiuring you that he is not, either by birth or 
defcent. His father was a carfmi&r at EdhJmrghy 
from whence he went to JamaiGa, where he b^t 
this imp of democracy. If this information be ia^ff^ 
tisikflory, I am, I prefume, entitled to the offered 
Dewaid> and ihali expedt to i^ecdve it accordingly. 

lam 

Your moD: obedient fervant^ 

R-^ 3"^^TS» 

SiR^ PhUadelphiay 19/^ Jufyy 1797* 

On fight you will pleafe to pay tp R — S-*^ts, or 
order, the fum of ten dollars^ value received. 
Mr. A. Drtmmond^ P. Porcupine. 

Bookfeller^ NeW" York* 

JS^pw therefore 

This is to forew;^m all perfbns whatfbever q^t 
to call me the countryman of J. A. Dallas, on paia 
of a pr(^ecution for fcaudal. 



Learned Pi^s Departure. — Philadelphia, 17 th July. 
Yefterday, being Sunday, the Learned Pig took 
bis departure for Trenton. He was condu^d as 
far as Harrowgate by a fdeA party of fans-culottes, 
where, we are informed, they were regaled with a 
trough^ filled ^ith the ehoiceil waihings of the 
kitchen. 

The grcateft hilarity prevailed during the cntcr-- 
tainmentj and a numb^ of patriotic toalls were 

drunk^ 
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drunk, among which the following are worthy of 
particular notice. 

I. The French Republic, one and indivifible. 

a. Thomas JefFerfon, the hiftoriaa of the Bull^ 
and the man of the Swine. 

3. Citizen Munroe, and the French Diredlory, 

4. Judge M^Kean, and Davids Sow. 

5. Citizen Dayton, trimming, and confifcation; 

6. Ben Bache and bribery. 

7. Thomas Mifflin, J. A. Dallas, and Randolph, 
and fuccefs to all others who deal in meal. 

8. Tench Cox and his two negroes. 

9. Lyon J the greateft heafi in nature. 

10. Blair M^Clenachan thefirft of hogs* 

I I . May the enemies of the fwine never fave 
their bacon. 

\The Pig having retired] 

12. The Learned Pig — may each of us, his fellow* 
citizens, foon equal him in knowledge, as we already 
do in beafflinefs. 

The company broke up about fix in the evening, 
and we have the pleafure to add, that they retired 
to their homes in the utmoil good order, not a chop 
or the mark of a tufk being this morning vifible ou 
any of their jowls. 

Spanijh Minifter. — To the Editor of the Gazette of 
the United States. Sir, The Chevalier d'Yrujo is 
much cenfured in the Gazette of the United States 
of Saturday laft, by a writer who figns himfelf 
Americanos^ for having publiftied his letter to the 
Secretary of State. If the crime is in publifhing, 
has not the Goverqment committed this crime 
before him ? Have we not feen publiftied in all the 
newfpapers, with every mark of official authenticity, 
thaf the condudl of the Spaniards demonftrates 
** that they do not mean to fulfil, for an indefinite j^eriod^ 

VOL. VI. u the 
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the japulations of the treaty \^ and alio '^ that there 
is much reafon to believe Mr. Ellicott's fufpiciojis 
well founded, that an undue influence has been ex- 
ercifed over the Indians, by the officers of his Catholic 
Majeflyy to prepare them for a rupture with the United 
States r' &c. &c. 

Would the Chevalier d'Yrujo have fulfilled the 
duties of his ftation, if he had fufFered thefe official 
and public attacks upon the good faith of his na- 
tion to have paffed unnoticed ? Was it not in- 
cumbent on him to elucidate fafts,^nd deftroy con- 
jedlures equally injurious and unfounded ? 

Americanus appears to have very extraordinary, 
ideas of equity and juftice. On the orte hand, he 
does not cenfure the Government for making their 
attack public, through the medium of the preis ; 
and on the other, he is greatly fcandalized, that the 
attack fhduld be repelled with the fame weapon. 
He goes further, by denying to thofe foreign agents 
who come acrofs the feas, to promote the intereft 
of tlie powers they reprefent, the right to defend 
themfelves when attacked, in a manner not refufed 
to any individual in the United States. A man 
with fuch principles, if he be an American, muft be 
an ^noIo'Amenc2in. 

The plain fiate of the cafe is this. The Chevalier 
d*Yrujo, and the fovereign whofe interefts he was 
fent to promote, have been publicly and feverely 
liigmatized : why fhould he be denied the ufe of 
the prefs, to repel an attack through the medium of 
the prefs ? The fa<5l is, Sir, that thofe who, for cer- 
tain ends, are in the habit of acting in darkncfs^ 
dread the light that may be thrown upon their naa- 
chinations by the torrent of truth. 

It is true, that in countries where the prefs is not 
as free as it is here, and where the people have no 
fharein the government, it is not ufual togive pub- 
licity 
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iicity to diplomatic corrcfpondences ; yet there are 
inflances, even with the monarchies of Europe, in 
which confiderable publicity has been given in thefe 
matters. In the cafe of Armfeldt, copies of the cor- 
refpondence between Naples and Sweden were pro- 
fufely diftributed to perfons belonging to the diplo- 
matic corps in both countries ; and it was finally 
printed in the freer countries, and publiihed to the 
world* 

But we are not to look to Europe to juflify the 
propriety of publicity in all governmental concerns 
in this country. Here the Government is the crea- 
ture of the people, of courfe public opinion has pro- 
digious weight ; and if any branch of the public 
fun dlionaries attempt to make, by means of the prefs, 
an impreflioo upon the public mind injurious to the 
character and interefts of a friendly foreign nation, 
it is not only the right, but it muft be the duty of 
the reprefentative of that nation to repel the attempt 
in the only way it can be met— alfo through the me- 
dium of the pfefs. 

This is what the Chevalier d'YrUjo has done. 
The condu6t of the Government of Spam has been at- 
tacked officially and by printing, alid he has defended 
the Spanifh Government officially and by printing. If 
in doing this he has mifreprefented fads, and has not 
fupported them by fufficient documents, let it be 
ihovvn : or if his dedu61ions from them are falfe, let 
their fallacy be expofcd ; but in this free country let it 
not be faid, that the prefs fhall be a weapon of attack 
only, and not of defence ; none but an Anglo- Ame- 
rican could maintain fuch a doclrine. 

Verus *. 



■#^ 



* This was written, or at lead handed for publication, by FatiPf 
the Spaaifli Miniftcr's Secretary. . .^» 

C 2 To 
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To Philip Fatio. 

Office of Porcupine s Gazette ^ 
Dear Don, i^jthJuly^ 1797. 

You will excufe roe if I take it rather unkind in 
you not to honour me with a lingle line in anfwcr 
to my two very long and very loving epiftles of Fri- 
day and Saturday laft. Take not this by way of 
reproach, my dear fellow; I am not offended at 
y6ur negleft ; on the contrary, I feel it as Monfieur 
Nicholas did the buffets of France, '^ with the 
warmeft fenfibility, and raoft fincere affeftion." 

However, though I have received no dire6l: an- 
fwer to my letters, I perceive that fome one, under 
the lignatnre of Verus^ has attempted a kind of fide* 
winded anfwer in the Gazette of the United States. 
This Ferus I take to be you, my dear friend ; not 
becaufe the fignature is at all applicable to the con-» 
tents of the letter, but becaufe I know it is your of- 
fice to drefs up the fweepings of Don Carlos's 
brains, and render them lefs di(gufting to public 
view. At any rate, whether you are the author of 
the communication in queflion or not, to you I fhall 
addrefs my remarks on it. 

You fet out by obferving, that the Chevalier 
de Yrujo has been unmercifully cenfured for pub- 
lifhing his letter to Mr. Pickering; for, fay you, 
** if the crime is in publifhing, has not the Govern- 
ment committed this crime before him .^" — ^This is what 
in Englifh is called dog-logic ; that is, it is a mode 
of reafoning worthy of a brute. How far, by the 
fame rule, it may be worthy of a Spaniard, let thofe 
determine who have had the happinefs to refide 
among the fubjedls of the royal and Moft Catholic 
ally of the regicide atbeifls of France. 

" If the crime is in pablilhing;^ has not the Go- 

vermnent- 
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'vernment commuted this crime hefore him ?'* — No : the 
Government has publifhcd before him, yet the Go- 
vernment has committed no crime, and he has com- 
mitted one. We will fuppofe the adl to have been 
exadlly the fame ; inftead of a ftupid, vain, infolent, 
half- Carmagnole, half- Don like compofition, we 
will fuppofe that Citizen Don Carlos Martinez de 
Yrujo*s letter had beenxcouched in the firm, yet de- 
cent language of the American Secretary of State ; 
for argument's fake I will allow this to have been 
the cafe, and then I will alkyou, my dear Fatio, if 
you are fuch an abominable idiot as not to know 
that what is no crime, nay, what is a duty in one 
man, may be a very great crime in another ? It is 
no crime, I take it, for a man to go to bed with his 
wife ; but who will pretend that the fame a6l would 
be no crime in another man, merely becaufe the 
hufband had been there before him ? — Every man 
has a right to inftru6l, advlfe, and corre6l his own 
family; it is not only a right that belongs to him, 
it is his duty alfo; but, if an impertinent ftranger, 
abufing that hofpitality by which he has been ad- 
mitted under the paternal roof, Ihould interfere, 
audacioufly oppofe his advice to that of the fa- 
ther, and moreover contradict and calumniate 
him, his connexions, and his friends ; would not 
fuch an infolent fcoundrel deferve to be kicked into 
the ftreet ? 

According to your dodlnne, every thing which it 
is not a crime in the American Government to do, 
may be attempted or done without a crime by the 
Envoy of Spain : confequently, he has a right to 
iflue proclamations, orders for the army, and, in 
Ihort, to do every thing that he has feen the Govern- 
ment of this country do.-^No : we are down enough, 
to be fure; your dear, natural, atheiflical, cut- 
throat allies have funt us almoft to a level with 
yourfelves} under their bafe influence the Americans 

u 3 arc 
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are faft defcending to that lair degree of degenewcy 
and degradation at which the Knights ot Cb&\\^ 
have already arrived ; but yet I trufi: we Ihall not 
bend our necks to you. We may be fold (and pec- 
haps we now are) to the Republic of France ; and, 
if fo, we mufl go over to our new mailers : I,, 
among the reft, may poflibly be obliged to fubmit 
to the yoke, but, rather than fufFer an humbledflave 
of a Spaniard to put it round my neck, I would 
commit that neck to the care of your Septemherizing 
allies. 

I have much more to fay to you to-morrow ; aod 
in the mean time I beg of your friendfhip to inforoot 
me, how Don Carlos came to choofe young Light- 
ning Rod for the printer and retailer of his ilupid 
and infolcnt appeal to the people. I will, oije of 
theie days, take the pains to colle<n: together a few 
of Bache's expreflions rcfpedling the King of Spaing 
and his fubjeds, which, I make no doubt, will bej 
very grateful to both. 

I pray God to prefcrve you about a week longerw 
Your obedient fervant, 

P. Porcupine. 



Thursday, 20*^ July. 

Letter from a New-England Captain to hi$ Friend at 
TurVs I/land^ dated Cape Fra?2fois, Feb. 28, 17 97* 

Dear Peter, 
From our mutual friend Reuben. Atkins I waa. 
furpriftd to hear that he was told you were cafrying- 
on a great flroke of bufinefs at Turk's Ifla'nd, after 
.you wrote to us you were fettled fo much to ypur 
fetisfa(Slion at Surinam. At this damned place I 
have been long amongft a parcel of villains trying ia 
procure payment for merchandife taken from me 
by the Commiflioners. At laft I have fucceedcd ; 
no thanks to them, but to fome fair friend? with 

whom 
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whom I fcraped an acquaintance, and to whom I 
owe every thing ; as, without their afliftance, I 
fhould, like the reft of my countrymen, not have 
got a fous. In two days, or fooner if poffible, I fhall 
leave this place, for I ftand on ticklifh ground, I 
aflure you ; and when you have read what I am go- 
ing to relate, you will fay it is full time to make a 
natural dafh, if I wifli to efcape the guiTIotine or 
lanip-poft. Such a tale I have to unfold as will 
make you fhudder: — but to begin in form. You 
know, Peter, I was always a favourite with the 
girls, and that I have a good perfon, well fet off by 
a je nefgai quoi in the air and manners ; this you 
muft acknowledge, though you often told me I was 
a damned puppy, inftead of ftudying law with old 
Bquaretoes, to gp learn French and dancing with a 
new ^lafter, where I was a complete dabfter, Hey 
Bob, and Statia girls ; but this, Peter, was down- 
right envy and jealoufy in you, becaufe our favourite 
Jenny Green always preferred me as a partner. 
I ou remember how you ufed to fwear whenever I 
took her by the hand at coulin Riddle's ; I hope you 
have left off that low cuftom of fwearing by Zounds — 
Damn it— I fwear now, mate — as it is quite out of 
vogue. Well, Peter, I will leave you to judge whe- 
ther I have not brought my dancing and palavering 
French (for which you fo often laughed at me) . to 
a pretty good account. On my arrival here my pro- 
perty (and a good affortment it was) was put in re- 
quifition. This I bore with a good grace, and in 
good French too ; mark that, Peter : I gave them 
(as it was needlefs to complain) a fample of demo- 
cratical Hang on liberty and equality, and, when an 
occafion offered, was the firft at a civic feaft ; 
danced, and fung ca ira and the Carmagnole with 
the befl of them, inftead of drawling out your 
American commerce and freedom ; whilft my bro- 
^her-fuffere^, with woful faces as long ^s my arm, 
^ u 4 were 
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were groaning over the Deacon's notions and long 
lace. Well, what think you, Peter, I did to reca^ 
ver my property ? Why, you made a hue and cry, 
and put forth a lamentable petition to the munici-- 
pality ; no fuch thing, I affure you, Peter ; as 
weeping and gnafhing of teeth would anfwer little 
purpofe here. Why then, I fuppofe you will fay, I 
joined in a lengthy complaint to Congrefs. You 
^re flill wide of the mark. No no, Peter, it was 
not the intereft of many of the jockies in Congrefs 
to advocate fuch a bulinefs whilft Adet had any 
credit left within the Republic. Why then, what 
the devil did you ? 1 will tell you, Peter. By dint 
of perfeverance, fome patriotic blarney, with a 
fmall dafh of American modefty, I have capered, 
fung, and ogled myfelf into the good graces of 
Santhonax's fair family ; there I fell on my feet, let 
me tell you, and you may guefs if I did not profit 
by my good fortune. By this connexion I came to 
the knowledge of fome fccrets, the relation of which 
will make you fhudder, and alfo fliow you the peril 
of an intrigue with the connexions of fuch a cut- 
throat rafcal and incendiary. 1 almoft tremble 
when I think of my fituation here ; and fuch has 
been my fituation for fome time paft, for fear of 
difcovery, that I have felt regularly every morning 
if my head was fafe on my fhoulders. I fhall now 
proceed better to give you an account of my ad- 
ventures. My fair Nan net tc, who is a great fa- 
vourite of Santhonax, afFccis to be a mighty poli- 
tician ; and, bcfides being as clever and knowing 
a girl as your friend Dolly Tipkins, writes a good 
running hand, and is employed by Santhonax in 
copying his difpatches ; Ihe tells me, and I think 
it probable, he entrufts her with all his fecrets. By 
the by, Santhonax wiflies to be very iqtimate with 
her, but is devilithly afraid of his wife, who is of a 
jealous temper; but of this judge for yourfelf, Peter, 

by 



JULY> 1797. -197 

by what follows. Nannette, who believes me a true 
democrat, and that I will return to the Cape and 
marry her, told me, in the tender hours of dalliance, 
that Santhonax has been much difappointed in not 
acquiring the wealth to be expeded through his 
wife's and his own intereft with the Brigands ; he 
has been foutring and peftering ever lince his ar- 
rival, to find himfelf fufpedled and diflrufted by his 
black friends ; and his brother comraiflaries, who 
expelled pretty pickings, are mightily difappointed 
to fee that Santhonax, from not having made a fair 
divifion of the plunder of Hifpaniola, had become 
fo very obnoxious to the negroes. 

However, Santhonax and the Commiflaries are 
determined to realize a fortune by fome means or 
other: in their firfl: attempt they were baffled; 
which was to remove fome Brigand chiefs unfavour- 
able to their views, and to make a number of ne- 
groes work in the name of the Republic for them. 
This ftep threw the whole ifland into a flame ; and 
the Commiflaries began to have ferious apprehen- 
fions for their own fafety ; but they are now re- 
lieved from their fears by the fevere drubbing the 
Britifh gave the Brigands to the fouthward, which 
would keep them quiet from neceflity, at lea ft for 
a time. On alking Nannette what could be 
the motive of the Executive Dire6lory for giving 
orders to feize American property, fhe told me 
it was from neceflity, as they could not procure 
funds to fupply the colonies with flores and provi- 
lions ; and that they were vexed to find the Ameri- 
cans would not take an adlivepart againft the Britifli; 
but that they were refolved, while the Americans 
were off their guard, to render their enmity or their 
friendfhip of little confequence to any nation. 

The Conamiflaries, in their private inftru<5lions, 
are diredled to n^ake the fpeedieft and beft ufe of > 
their orders for deflroying the American com- 

inerqe j 
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merce ; and that proper inftrudtions would be dit 
patched to Adet, who, with the American patriots, 
would affign fufficient reafons for fo flrange a mea* 
fure ; that it was expected the Americans would 
grumble and remonltrate long before they would 
think of biting ; but ftepg would be fpeedily taken 
to deprive them of the power of doing much mif- 
chief, fo that four months at leaft would be gained 
in negotiation; and in that time a fufficient quan^. 
tity of provifions and flores would be fecured; and 
it was expe6ted, that if this meafure was fpeedily 
and well executed, the American ariftocrats would 
be deceived, the Britilli credit deftroyed, and firom 
the greatnefs of the lofs, they would be reduced to 
^ ftate of equality, more favourable to the intereft 
of the Republic. This, Peter, bad as you may 
think of it, is not the worft of it ; for I find from 
Nannette, they mean to play the fame game itx 
America they have done in the Weft Indies. la 
^ letter to Santhonax from the Executive Direc- 
tory (for he is the only CommiflTary, Nanette fays, 
that they will implicitly truft), he is ordered, with 
Adet, tQ leave nothing untried to ruin the Britifli 
?ind American merchants, and to employ proper 
agents to execute this purpofe, On my alking her 
in what manner, ibe anfwered. By the deflru6iion of 
the depots of merchandife in the towns ; and that 
Santhonax had written to Adet, that the beft mode> 
and leaft liable to deteftion, would be to employ' 
a few Cape agents, who were well trained, and 
many of them living in the fca- ports of America, 
of whom he fent Adet a lift, and at the fame time 
propofed to him, if he would undertake the bufi- 
nefs to the northward, that he would find and fend 
from the Cape a fufficient number who woi^lc^ 
volunteer it to the fouthward. The bufinefs, fhe 
faid, had J^een partly executed to the fouthvvard,^ 
^nd fomc of the agents had returned, received their 

rewards 
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ifcward, and gone back with frefh orders, but that 
Ijittle had been done to the northward. She iaid 
l^anthonax; was much vexed with Adct, who, he- 
ft id, was a pirtiful poltroon, afraid of his own fhadow; 
far in cafe of any fufpicion, or even difcovcry, he 
might eafily fhift the odium from himfelf to the 
^migrants and Britifti 5 and he fwore, with the agents 
t^e had pointed out to him, who were men of tried 
experience and fidelity, Adet might by this tin>c 
have made a feurde-joye of every town on thd 
Continent, inftead of his pahry quibbling letten 
Did you ever hear, Peter, of fuch a couple of in- 
fernal villains ? there is not a pkce in hell hot 
enough for them. Only think of my lofs, 600/. 
by zounds ! every copper ; for Afa Williams, who 
was brought in here the other day, fays, that the 
houfe aunt Dinah left me, is burnt to the ground ; 
3S alfo coulin Ben's. Oh ! curfe on the rafcals, how 
many thoufands will be deceived by their machina- 
tions and plots ! I would inflantly, I fwear, ftioot 
Santhonax through the head, if there were a poffi- 
bility of efcaping. The Comraiffarics expe<?l a fin^ 
Jiarveft from their feizures ; and from what I know 
of them, the Republic will be little benefited by 
their adls of piracy. No lefs than 167 fail of veflek 
have been fcized and carried into the Cape, thej 
outports, and Cuba, fince they received the orders 
^f the Dire6lory ; and I am forry to lay, that it wm 
from this fpnd the Commiflaries paid me, telling me, 
that I was a true fans-culotte, and worthy of being 
a French citizen. Damn their citizenfhip, I fay. 
The CommiflTaries have given me a pafs for any veflel 
or cargo I may bring from America, and com- 
miflion for a number of goods for their families. I 
thought iSanthonax, when he gave me his order, 
ftniled ; as much as to fay, Monfieur, you will find 
few goods in America, on your return. But, 
Feter, if they catch me here again, I will give them . 

IcavQ 
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leave to guillotine me, and barbacue me into the 
bargain. Every veffel they can lay their hands on 
they arc turning into a privateer, and I am told the 
Spaniards are following their example. W hen I 
arrive in America, I fhall write to you by the firft 
•veffel bound to Turk's Ifland. I fend this by 
Richard Davis, who fays he will forward it either 
from the Mole, or Kingfton ; do let me hear from 
you, Peter, as foon as you can. I am, Peter, your 
true friend and well-wifher, 

S. M. Morris. 

A true copy from the original, taken by me at 
Turk*s Ifles, this 31ft April,. 1797. 

(Signed) John Wright, 

Juftice of the Peace. 

Pqfifcript to the fame. 

I fuppofe you will be forry to hear that my old 
uncle Nathan is dead, and I guefs of a broken 
heart. You know he was a great follower of the 
Baptifts ; he fell defperately in love with a Baptift 
iiflcr, you remember that fliff piece of fandlity, 
prating, finning Lean, who always groaned and 
lighed at the fight of a fiddle ? the very fame ; by 
the perfuafions of the Baptift preacher, it is faid, he 
married her fix or eight months ago. My old uncle 
wrote to me that he had been very lovefome, fince 
my fitter Sally had left home, and that he had 
taken a pious maiden for an helpmate, and it re- 
joiced his heart exceedingly, that the Lord had 
given him a chofen veffel to be the comfort of his 
old age [a crack*d pitcher, he meant, Peter] ; for 
would you believe it, this pious maiden, this chofen 
veffel, five or fix months after they were married, 
brought him twins, two ftrapping boys ? Old 
fsTathan never held up his head afterwards. Joe 
!3enfoj) mentions to me in his letter, that it w^s the 

I baptift 
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Baptift preacher who tipped uncle Nathan an did 
trader. S. M. 

A true copy, J. Wright, J. P. 

Turk's IJles^ ^d Airily 1797. 



Friday, 21^^ Jitlt. 

Napper Tandyj^'^Wc are informed from New- 
York, by this morning's poft, that the famous Irifh 
patriot, Napper Tandy ^ is gone for Europe. It is 
faid that Bourdeaux is his deAination; and it is 
very probable that his bufinefs is to adl as a guide 
to the fans-culotte invaders. 

French Dire&ory. — By a Paris paper of the 19th 
of May, it appears that the five tyrants, Barras, 
Carnot, Lareveilliere, Letourneur, and Reubel, ex- 
hibited the farce of determining, by a fort of lottery, 
which of them fhpuld vacate his fundlions ; the lot 
fell upon Letourneur. The papers do not fay what 
cut-throat was chofen in his place. That, I fup- 
pofe, was looked upon as a thing of little confequence. 
— After this was over, the Council (of Five Hundred) 
went to bufinefs. After fome little fham examina- 
tion into tha elcdlions, the chief objedl of which ap- 
pears to have been therejedlion of Barrere, who was 
returned by the department of the Upper Pyrenees, 
the Council proceeded to the eledion of omcers.— 
Pichegru modeftly approached to the tribune (oh ! the 
modefi murderer of ten thoufand innocent Fle^ 
mings). -/df/>/>/^i^ began to manifeil itfelf; but out 
of refpedl to order it was withheld from a general 
burft. — If Pichegru recoUedled that this applauding 
canaille were the very fame wretches who danced 
and fang round the fcafFold of Robefpierre in left 
than three weeks after they had come in proceflion 
to the bar of the Aflcrably, to congratulate it on the 
prefervation of his valuable life ; if Pichegru recol- 

lea^d 



\tGcd this, as I dare fay he did, he muft have gtt<^ 
the fliouting crew a moft hearty curfe. 

Fichegru. — '* I am penetrated/' faid he, ^' with 
the mott lively fenlations of gratitude at thofe de- 
monlt rations of benevolence which are expreffed ia 
your electing me to the prefidency ; but the more 1 
appreciate the grcatnefs of the duties of this office, 
the more i feel myfelf infufficient to difcharge them 
worthily. In accepting it, I depend on your indul^ 
gonce, particularly as J am not acquainted with the 
forms and ufages *•" 

Fray hetween Diiaiie and the Bradfords. — ^A faidous 
furgeon of Dantzick is faid to have been fo continu- 
ally occupied in the cure of his numerous patients, 
that he abfolutc^'y fufTered a cancer on his own nofe 
to carry him to the grave, without ever perceiving it 
was there. Something like this may be often per* 
ceived in our o\'^r indullrious political hiftorians^ 
and a ftriking inflance of the juftice of the remark 
lia^;, within thcfe few days, been exhibited by my 
worthy brethren, Lloyd and Bradford i who, while 
thi y were labouring day and night to inform the 



* Well faid, old marauder ! One would not expe6l a decenter 
jpeech than this from any man that ever was educated on board 
the gallies. If Fichegru is not a fool, like La Fayette, he will be 
the only defpot in France in lefs than three months: the other 
five, who at prefcnt play the farce of liberty and equality, he 
may cafily kick into the kennel, if he does not think it neceflary to 
tuck them up. But Pichegru is a foldier; his brains, like Men* 
fieur !M*DowelI, the Congrefs-man, are depofited in his belly. 
He underflands nothing but murder and pillage ; and is therefore 
by no means calculated to counterplot the metaphyficians and 
alchymifls ; the former ^vill foon prove the fitnefs of hacking his 
wind-pipe, and in lefs than four- and -twenty hours afterwards, the 
latter will have his bones in the crucible. Poor monllcr! how 
many eyes are upon him at this moment ! I dare fay that Louvet^ 
Tallien, and Co. have already found out a foft place to ftab him 
in. Such is, and may fuch ever be, the.reward of ufurpation ! 

public 
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public of every the moft minute circumftance Con- 
cerning the fuccefs of the infurgents of Ireland, for- 
got to fay a word about the infurredlion in their own 
office, and of the bloody battle fought before their 
door. Perhaps, indeed, as the Bradfords came off 
vidlorious, their exceflive modefty may have pre- 
vented them from giving an account of the engage- 
ment ; but it is my duty to do juftice to the orowefs 
of my valiant brother typos, and therefore, firft de- 
claring they have not bribed me to trumpet forth 
their praife, I fliall endeavour to difcharge this duty 
to the heft of my abilitiles. 

Moft of my readers muft have heard, that Lord 
Bradford's * principal editor was an Irifliman, by 
the name of Diiane. He was driven from the Eng* 
lifh Eaft Indies for attempts to create a rebellion 3 
he was the author of the ftupid, infolent, and fedi- 
tious letter to General Wafhington, ligned Jafpcr 
Dwight ; and during this feffion of Congrels he 
was turned out of the Hall, and forbidden to re- 
enter it, on account of his infolcnce to one of the 
federal members. Such being the character of the 
man, it was not at all wonderful that my old friend 
Bradford fhould engage him to conduftjhe '' Mer^ 
chanfs Advertifer T — whether fuch a choice was. 
agreeable to the merchants or not, will be fcen by 
the encouragement they in future give to the paper. 

Some few days ago, Jafper gave in his refigna* 
tion — for what reafon I know not ; but, from the 
fequel, it will, I fancy, appear that money ^ that curfed 
root of all evil, was at the bottom. 

A reparation, except it be from the fangs o^ the 
French fans-culottes, is in general eafily efFcdied. 
My Lord had only to turn his back on the infurgent, 
and the infurgent on my Lord, and thi re was an end 



* For a full explanation of this title, fee Cenfor for Sept# i796# 

1 of 



364 GAZETTE SELECTIONS. , 

of it. But Jaffer had a hill — dreadful inftrument 
at all times, and particularly when it comes in coh- 
tadl with an empty purfe : when thefe meet, they 
operate like thunder and lightning. All was tran- 
quil at my Lord Bradford's on Tuefday laft. It 
was the lounging hour of two in the afternoon. 
His Lordfhip lay flretched on his fide, his comely 
jowl fupported on his hand, liftening to the merry 
movement of the odoriferous prefs, or, perchance, 
enjoying in imagination the profits of other '* Ohfor^ 
vafionSj'' and other ^^ Bones to gnaw ^^ and paying 
them with other " one and /even fence halfpennies'^^ 
when, all at once, in rufhes Jajfer^ draws out his 
bill (apparently with hoflile intentions), and pre- 
lents it at my Lord*s pocket. His Lordfhip, by in- 
ll:in61, drew back. Jafper fired ; but, whether from 
the bill's being overcharged, or from the Iharp twift 
of Lord Bradford, it had not the leaft efFe6t.— To 
quit metaphor; Jafper now grew outrageous; he 
feized the fon William by the nofe, and pulled him 
fiom ^he fiep of the door ; the youth, returned the 
compliment by a punch in the guts, which brought 
the infurgent in the gutter, where (oh nobility, hide 
thy head for ever!) he was affailed by the old Lord 
himfelf, who malleted his head with as little mercy 
ats he would that of his old fovereign King George, 
if he could get it under his clutches. The fon Sa- 
muel now came out, and willing to prevent the fur- 
ther eff^ufion of blood, challenged Jafper to finglc 
combat : but he had taken refuge under the hofpi- 
table roof of Citizen Magoffin, whence he refufedto 
budge, pledging, however, his facred honour, that 
he would fee the triumvirate, one at a time, with 
fword and piftols. 

Thus ended the war, as far as fifts could carry it ; 
but Jafper being now in the pay of the O^CareySj 
we may expedt foon to fee it recommenced with 
the pen. In the mean time both parties have ap- 
pealed 
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pealed to the lawyers ; my Lord ?r^dford has fucd 
. J^fper for an affault, and Jafper has fi:ed him fQC 

the amount of the bilL-^ Oh Democracy ! how do 

thy children difgrace thee ! 

As Bradford feems refolved to pickup*all the jail- 
birds that come in his way, if I were in his place I 
would build a dungeon to keep them in order ; and 
this he could the better manage, having himfelf been 
a jailor during the greater part of lafl: war *. If 
he ft>ould find a pillory neceflary, Lloyd could give 
very exa6l information both a3 to its conflru6tion 
and its ufe. • 



SaTITRDAY, 22^ JtTLY. 

La Fayeite and Bonaparte. — From a Paris paper of 
1 6th May. ** Citizens La Fayette, Latour-Mau- 
" bourg, and Bureau de-Puzy, are at laft fet at 
** liberty. Thanks to i\\& generot4s Bonaparte ! His 
*^ feeling hearf waited not the order of the Dlredlory 
** to reclaim thefe interefting viSims \r 



ic 



French Hypocrify. — Reply of L. P. Segiir to certain 
Obfervations of the Moniteur and Reda6feur — thefirjl^ 
a Paper under the Influenee of the Directory, the. 
•■■ lattery the official Gazette of Government. 

In No. 228 of the Moniteur certain remarks arc 
made upon a piece I had written relative to the ap- 

* And a mofl unmerciful wretch he was to his unfortunate 
Tory neighbours. 

f This is a complete fpecimen of that fenfelef^ jargon which 
frequent literal tranflations from the French have rendered fami- 
liar. The generous Bonaparte, with \m feeling hearty haiiens 

to to do what? Wliy, he haftensto reclaim La Fayette and 

Co. who are called inter efting vi^ims. 1 miiil confefs, that if a 
dungeon had not reclaxmeei thetny they flood .in need of the chadife- 
ment of the Corfican wolf; but, when we are. reprefenting a 
man, or rather favage, as hafbning to undertake luch a talk as this* 
we might leave his gemr^Jify ^nd nxs feeling heart to be extolled on 
another occa^Ofi, 

TOL. VI • X pea ranee 
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eiarance of a rupture between France and the 
nited States of America. This fubjedl is too in- 
terefting not to be fcrioufly examined. 

The author reproaches me with too warmly cen- 
furing the condu(9: of Government. I am now left 
than ever difpofed to do this, as the DireAory has 
glorioufly terminated a campaign fruitful in won- 
ders — by a peace, the moderation of which appears 
to enfure its folidity. If what is faid be true ; if the 
Dire6lory, forgetting the bickerings of party, and 
riling above the fatal paffions it engenders, has really 
^iven orders for fnatching from the fangs of defpo- 
tifm, the vidlims it took pleafure in tormenting ; if 
it has broken the chains of the prifoners at Olmutz — 
if this be fo, every friend of liberty mull neceflarily 
unite in extolling their condudl, and declare they 
have deferved well of humanity ! But this event fur- 
niihes an additional reafon to wilh that its conduct 
may, in all refpedls, be confiftent. — While our enemies 
ure made.to refpeii our jtifticej our frietids ought to have 
no reafon to complain ofourfeverity. 

I Ihall very tranfiently pals over the greater part of 
the remarks, to come at the laO^,^ which alone appears 
deferving of ferious difcullion. 

Probably the author does not wifli that I fhould 
firll inquire whether the American merchants have 
ibid us dear or cheap the grain we Hand in need of; 
iior whether we have paid them as we ought ; he 
cannot wilh I Ihould prove that it is extremely dif- 
£cult for a large convoy to leave the ports of a^ 
country without permillioa from Government. The 
refult is evident. — ^Europe wifl^ed to fiarve us ; 
America has fed us. 

Neither can the author wilh that I fhould in- 
quire whether, when every European power refufed 
to acknowledge our independence, it was poflible 
for tjbe Prefident of the United States to determine 
important queftion, without referring it to the 

I^giH^ure, 
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Legiflature. The anecdote of the arrival of Mr. Ta- 
lon ihould not be feparated from rthe iflue of his 
xneafures : and wc ought, with refpedt to this point, 
to limit our views to the refulty which is, that the 
American Government - has not acknowledged the 
minifters of a Prince, but was the only one which at 
that time courageoujly and publicly acknowledged the 
French Repuhlicy which all Europe was labouring to de-» 
Jtroy in its infancy I ! ! 

It is well known, that in time of war neutral 
countries have frequent fubjefts of difpute with the 
"belligerent powers, relative to the decifion of prize 
caufes, and the admiilion or refufal of velTels into 
their ports. Thefe difputes, often tedious in the de- 
termination, are feldom of a nature to occafion re* 
prifals ; and, notwithftanding the difficulty of pre- 
cifely adjufling the refpc6tive pretenfions in cafes of 
this nature, able and patient negotiators generally 
obtain all the fatisfa6tion they delire, whenever the 
-grounds of their complaints are well underftood. I 
have frequently experienced the truth of this ia 
Ruffia, and peace could never be preferved if thefe 
fecondary difputes were neceflarily confidered as re- 
quiring reprifals and hoftility to redrefs them. I 
have obfervedby the Report of the American Secre- 
tary of State, that Mr. Pinckney was charged to 
fatisfy France as to thefe obje(5ls ; which induces ipe 
to perfift in confidering the Britilh treaty as our 
only caufe of diflatisfaftion. 

The author cannot ferioufly wifli that I fhould 
examine whether I have too promptly decided a very 
difficult queftion — that is, whether or no an inde- 
pendent State has the right of making a commercial 
treaty with any power whatever. I believe that no 
writer can entertain a doubt on this fubjeft. Let 
lis then pafs to the queftion of expediency. 

In ordinary circtmfiances^ ajaj government would 

X a ^^^* certainly 
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certainly give an inexcufable proof of ill will to itii 
^liy, it it availed itfelf of its right as an independent 
power, to conne6t itfelf by a treaty of commerce 
with the enemy of that ally. Such condu<5t would 
warrant, not indeed a war, but a confiderable coW- 
nefs between the two nations. The duties of juftice 
ihould never ceafe to be fulfilled ; but the relations 
of friendfhip and good will might be fufpended. 
But the circumfiances of the United States were not ' 
trdinary ; and though the author affirms that the 
Republic, in 1794, had decided the fate of the war, 
yet the three glorious and bloody campaigns which 
have fince taken place ; their various events, and 
the political ftorms we have undergone, before at- 
taining to the prefent conftitution, evidently prove 
how uncertain the cataflrophe of this grand drama 
muft have appeared. Our marine was deflroyed; 
that of Great Britain became daily more formidable ; 
and the American Government, dreading to fee itfelf 
expofed to tiie refentment of an exafperated power, 
thought itfelf compelled by imperious neceffity to 
condude the treaty of which we complain. In con- 
cert with every Frenchman, and a confiderable 
number of Americans, \ disapprove their error ; but 
exifting circumftances plead their excufej and F 
could have wiflied that the French Government, 
felicitous to recall, not punifli its ally, had adopted 
nieafures of friendlhip, and not of rigour, which to 
JDC appear equally repugnant to found policy and 
impartial juftice. 

The mo ft eflcntial article of the , obfcrvations is- 
that relative to theprovifions of the treaty ; and the 
author will permit me to remark, that he rather 
eludes than probes the difficulty. It is too well 
known, that the pride of Britain has never been 
willing to ftoop to the diiSates of morality ; and that 
fhe has ever bccB eager to* feize property which a 

Qeutra^ 
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neutral flag fhould make facred and inviolable.' 
This tyrannical conduct: has compelled ieveral 
powers, and particularly thofe of the firft import- 
ance in the north of Europe, to arm in defence of 
their flag. I was charged by the former Govern- 
ment to join the confederacy on the part of France, 
in order to force England to acknowledge the princi- 
ples of this nniverfal morality ; and I am confident 
the Americans would have done the fame if they had 
been in pofTeflion of a naval force to enable them. 
Their weaknefs in this refpe^ft is their only excufe, I 
fhall not inquire whether this circumftance ihould 
not, in our opinion, alfo be an^xcufe for them, nor 
whether, renouncing our own principles j it is conftft&nt 
in us to initiate that injuftice we have Jo loudly repre^ 
bended in the Engli/h^ in concert with all Europe. 
* This queftion would deferve a profound difcuifion, 
if it related alone to the feizure of Englilh property, 
found on board of American veffels. 

But we are very far from confining ourlelves to 
this kind of reprj/als. Almofl every American veflel 
18 feized, and condemned under the pretext that they 
are unprovided with a role S equipage^ although the 
form of the paflport annexed to the treaty of 1 778, 
is the only certificate neceflary to prove the property 
American ; and though this paflport may prove 
that it has been granted by the conftituted authori- 
ties of America, after the Captain has furnifhed a liil 
of the names of the crew, the only formality 
required in a country where the failors are not 
claflTed. 

Whatever regulation may have exited in France 
anterior to this period, it is a well-efiablifhed prin- 
ciple, that nothing beyond what is provided for in 
the treaty can be required. If any additions be ne- 
ceflary, they can be made only in the negotiation ; 
and time muft be given for the due e:2^ecutioa of the 
foppleroentarj' articles. 

X3 But 
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But let us frankly avoid every diplomatic difcuf^ 
jfion. The conclufioli of the letter of the Minifler 
of Juftice throws confiderable light upon the quef- 
tion we are examining. It is clear that the French 
Government, diflatisfied with the American, hopes, 
by a6ls of rigour, in feizing American property^ 
under any pretext whatever, to force that power to 
break its treaty with Great Britain, which greatly 
difpleafes us ; and that it promifes, in this cafe, that 
the Americans ihall experience all the juflice and 
benevolence they have a right to expedt of us. This 
is the realfaSj without Ihift or evauon : but it is the 
fyftem which I conceive to be not only unjuft^ but 
impolitic. 

I will not repeat what I have aUeady faid to cfta- 
blifh the injufl:ice of it ; but to prove its impolicy 1 
Ihall only fay that its moftprohdbh confeqtience will he 
io emhitter not only the Government^ hut every individual 
in the United States agaitift us. I will only repeat 
that we have as yet comparatively no marine, while 
the Englilh have a formidable one ; that if we oblige 
the Americans to make a decilive option between the 
two powers, motives of fear may force them to the 
Jide of England \ and that we Ihall then have accom- 
plifhed the precife 'obje6l our enemy fo ardently 
wilhes for, and has uniformly had in view. On the 
contrary, a mild claim of juftice, and negotiations 
ably and prudently carried on, would moftafluredly 
have recalled our ancient allies around our car of 
victory, and withdrawn them from their former op- 
prefTors. 

We have been the terror of the world by out crimes 
and misfortunes — we excite its admiration by our cou* 
rage-^-'iT is time to deserve its esteem, by our. 

JUSTICE AND OUR MODERATION. 



Porcupine's Remarks on Segur*s Reply.'-^The pro-. 
duftion of Segur I have copied literally from . the 
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Ne\v«York Grazette ; I have be^n careful alfo to pre- 
ferve all its frippery of italics and capitalsy and I . 
ihall, by way of introdu6lion to my obfervations on 
it, remark that the editors of that Gazette printed 
the whole effay in chara6Vers of a fuperior fize, gave 
it for title, •* important— truly so !" and told 
the public, by way of preface, that it was *^ with 
** pleafure they had it in their power to lay any thing 

before their readers, which had a tendency to lejfm 

theprofpeS of a rupture with France.^* 

The writer was, it feems, a fecond-rate diplomatic. 
Minifier under the old Government ; that he has, > 
therefore, like many of his perfidious colleagues, 
added the crime of ingratitude to that of treafon, is. 
certain ; and there is little doubt that it was this 
double degree of infamy that recommended him to 
the favour of the fovereign people of our virtuous 
lifler republic. 

This reply, as it is called, is merely a defence of 
his own opinion refpedling America, in oppolition 
to that of the Government papers of Paris. Did the 
performance, therefore, breathe the moft perfedl 
fpirit of friendfhip towards this country j did it fct 
forth the injuftice of* the paft condu6l of France, 
exhort the Government to make us compenfation for 
their robberies, and to defift immediately from all 
further attempts on our property and independence ; 
were this its language and thefe its objects, and were 
it the produdlion of one of the moft virtuous inftead 
of the moft infamous of the human race, flill, as 
containing no more than the mere opinions and pre- 
cepts of an unauthorized individual, it would not, 
in the eftimation of any reafonable man, be looked 
upon as a thing of national importance ; as a docu*^ 
xnent to which we ought to refer for a knowledge of 
our deftiny. But the fadl is, it breathes no fuch 
<jpirit ; nor does it cenfure the pondudl of the Direc- 

% 4 tory^ 
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tory, or quefiion its right to interfere with our con- 
cerns. 

The author, confiders gur offences under three 
heads — ^firft, the Government's deliberating whether 
it fhould receive the Envoy of the Princes or not; 
fccondly, the decifions of our courts of j^uftice re- 
fpe6ting French prizes ; and, thirdly, the Britifh 
treaty. Now, who would not imagine, from the 
flattering exordium of the New-York editors, that 
this " eminent writer*' has afferted our right to deli^ 
berate with refpe6t to the reception of an Envoy ; 
our right to exercife the judicial authority in our own 
country y and our right to inake treaties without the 
leave of France ? This, I think, was the leaft we 
could expedl from our boafled friend and advck^ate^ 
on whom we are delired to place fo much reliance. 
Very far is L. P. Scgur from afTerting any fuch thing : 
he wifhes the ufurpcrs to pardon us for deliberating, 
not becaule we had a right to deliberate, but becaufe 
the refult of the deliberation was favourable to the 
u/urpers. The decifions of our courts of law he 
wifhes to be pardoned — not becaufe we had a right 
to decide at all on the prizes, but becaufe Mn 
Pinckney was charged tofatisfy France on thefubjeff. 
As to the third and mofl important point, the Britifli 
treaty^ Citizen Segur plainly afTerts that we had no 
right to make it, and that France is very jn/ily dif 
pleafed with us for the liberty we have taken on that 
head ; and his only reafon for advifing the defpots 
from infifling on our breaking it immediately is, 
** that the moft probable confequence of fuch a ftep 
*' would be to embitter not only the Government^ hut 
every individual in the United States againft tts. I 
will not only repeat that we have as yet coippa* 
rativdy no marine, while the Englifh have a for- 
** midable one — ^that if we oblige the Americans to 
'^ make .a decifive option between the two powers, 

" njotives 
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'i motives of fear may force them to ^t fide of Eng-- 
'^ landr 

. Thus we fee plainly that it is not on the ground 
of right that he defends us, or exhorts the Diredorjr 
to fpare us ; it is on that oi policy only : fear that vve 
ihould call in the aid 0/ Great Britain, while France 
has, " as yet y' hardly any naVy. Wlien fhe has a 
navy, this bar will of courfe be removed ; and if 
we cannot be bullied into a relinquifliment of the 
treaty now, we fliall be bailed into it then. This is 
the friendly advice of our advocate, the eminent L. 
P. Segur ; this ** UJjfens thefrofpeSt of a rupture with 
" France 1^^ this is the voice of confolation to our 
afflicted minds. Miferable and defperate indeed muft 
be the affairs of a nation — funk and degraded its 
fpirit, when it catches with avidity at fuch a vague, 
unauthenticated, and, at the fame time, infolent in- 
dication of the pacific intentions of its enemy. To 
preferve peace is certainly a moft defirable objed ; 
but a nation that has nothing elfe to preferve is abfo- 
lutely unworthy of the name. Yet this feems to be 
the all in all of the editors of the New -York Gazette ; 
lb that what they communicate to their readers 
" leflens the profpeA of a rupture,*' they care not 
bow infolent it be, or how degrading to thcmfelve$ 
and their country. Were it not for their endlefs 
commemorations of the fucceffes of lajt war, and 
the boozing* matches that it occafions to this day, one 
would really take tbofe good people to be Quakers. 

trijh Emigrants. Paftor Arnold. — ^New- York, 2 1 ft 
July. Yefterday arrived the fliip Warren, Captain 
Stanton, in fifty-two days from Newry, with about two 
hundred fouls. On theagth of May there was noinfur- 
redion in Ireland, and in the opinion of the raoft in- 
telligent men, none would take place, as Government 
had, by feizing papers belonging to fome Committees 
of United Irifbmen^ developed their objevSt and plans, 

' and 
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and were purfuing the mod: rigorous meafures to 
prevent their intended purpofes. The country was 
full of foldiers— niagiftrates afted at difcretion, fend- 
ing fome on board tenders, others to prifon, and, 
latterly, thofe who were apprehended were fent to 
camp to be tried by martial law. The Reverend 
John Arnold^ late Pallor of the Prefbyterian congre- 
gation at Balhbay, in the county of Monaghan, is 
a paflenger, and among the number of thofe who 
were obliged to fly the country for efpoufing the po- 
pular caiife. It was cuftomary for the country to 
affcmble to reap the oats ^vAfod the potatoes of fuch 
as were imprifoned for patrioti/m, or were otherwiie 
objedls of commiferation. This gentleman thought 
it no degradation of charadler to march at the head 
of a party, who planted the potatoes oi five helpUfs 
widows ; for this a£lion he was ftill a proper objcA 
of perfecution : a military guard robbed his houfe of 
his arms ; but by timous information he had efcaped 
a few moments previous to their arrival, without cvea 
taking leave of his wife and 'family *. 



m^m 



Monday, 24*^ Jult. 

American Morals. — ^To every reflecting mind, ^ 
review of the events which have taken place among 

* After congratulating my readers on the ftrength, rigour, and 
fdccefs of the Irifh Government, and on the operation of martial 
law on the rebels, I cannot refrain from joining them in commifera* 
ting the cafe of Faftor Arnold. It was cuilomary, it feems, to affift 
thofe who were imprifonedfor patriotifm^ and accordingly the good 
gentleman was marching at the head of a tarty to affift five helplefs 
widows \n fodding their potatoes ! This is lurely Irifli ; for, though 
five helplefs widows might very probably be imprifoned fir fatri* 
ptifm in that patriotic country; yet being fo imprifoned, how could 
the Paftor be marching to ajjiji them in the potatoe-fields ? 

It was abominably barbarous, to be fure, ior foldiers CO rob an in* 
offenfi ve clergyman of his arms / to tear from his facred clutches hit 
** holy text of pike and gun ;" the comfort of his declining years, 
and the rock ot his.falvation ! — Q^zry ; Did the Reverend Mr, At* 
fiold keep arms in bis houfe to reap oats and fod potatoes wifk f 

fomc 
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fomc great pfe pctladlors in the United States within 
a few years pai.g inufl: be attended with extreme grief, 
mortification, and apprehenfion ; with grief, for the 
great depravity and corruption of morals which they 
manifeft ; with mortification, as they afFedt the ho- 
nour and purity of the American charadler; and 
with ferious apprehenfion of theconfequences which 
may refult from the influence of fo many examples 
of an abandonment of integrity, not among the^ 
commonalty, for vice in the vulgar clafles is to be 
met with every where ; but in high and exalted fta- 
tions, and in perfons feledled by their fellow- citizens 
'to fill oflSices of great trufl:, difl:in<51:ion, and confi- 
dence. 

When we behold a Secretary of State, in whom 
pride alone fhould have fnpplied the place of virtue 
on account of the eminent and difl^inguilhed family 
from whom he was defcended, and with whom he 
was related, bafely forfaking his duty, meanly offer- 
ing himfelf for a purchafe, and' bartering his country 
for the gold of an intriguing foreigner ; when wc 
fee a great diplomatic charafter return from an em- 
bafly in which he betrayed the befl: interefts of his 
country to the politics of an infidious nation, and 
humbling the American people, by liftening to a 
public abufe of them, carefled, feafted, and jufti% 
fied by the firft officers in the Government ; when # 
member of the Senate of the United States is dete6te4 
in debauching the fidelity of the public fervants, and 
in plotting ichemes of ambition and defperate entcr- 
prife, tending to commit the peace of his country : 
when it is now notorious that reprefentatives of the 
people in Congrefs were infl:rumental in fomenting 
and encouraging the late infurredtion in the Weft, 
and that the principles of the chief magift rate of the 
State in which it unhappily appeared, were fo much 
fufpedted of difaffedtion, and his attachment to the 
country fo quefiiopable^ that it was found unfafe to 
, confide 



316 GAZETTE SELECTIO!,^^^ 

confide Its fuppreflion in hls^^andtious \p^ ^^ (d>&^ 
this very man, his family, aqjlWs (irhey*^'^ v^cxt dif- 
covered in applying to their oW^a^^!^ without 

form, and without fecurity, large Ihms of money 
placed und^r the guardianfhip of a public inftitution ; 
when the Preiident and Cafhier of an extenlive bank 
in the capital, and a principal officer in another bank 
in a great fouthern fea-port, connei!:!^ with a maU 
net long fince in an elevated (ituation, are found 
betraying their trufts, and embezzling the property 
they were paid to protedl ; when a Judge oi the Plea* 
is publicly deteded in fhop-lifting ; when an officer 
in a confpicuous ftation in the collection of the re- 
venue is difmifled for delinquency ; when a merchant, 
lately a member of the National Legiflaturc, the 
lird fome years pad in a commercial charadler, ha^ 
wantonly engaged in the wildefi fchemes of ipecU'p 
lation and expenfe^ and in connexion with a man 
whofe high reputation had called htm to an elevated 
office of control and fuperintendencc, involving in 
their own fall more families in general and pungent 
diHrefs, than a thoufand bankruptcies had ever pro- 
duced ; when an alfociate Judge of the Supreme Court 
is held in durefle for an immenfe debt, contracted in 
vilionary plans of perfonal aggrandizement ; when 
time has brought to light that a profound philofopher 
'^nd ilatefman, whofe fame had filled Europe and 
, America, meanly and traitoroufly confented, in the 
very moment of public enthuliafm, when tbefe States 
had jufl: achieved their independence, to place it in 
the hands of France, without condition and without 
• control : in fine, when we view the feconcj magif- 
trate in the United States, the prefiding bead of an 
^independent branch of the Government, eredting tlje 
fiandard of oppofition, rallying around it a hoiJ of 
.malcontents, and taking a polition as the chief of 
a fa6lion; when we fee him openly vindicating the 
infults and aggrcffipp^ of a fpteign oati^Oi jK>.r|jfofeJy 
. piiflatinj 
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*iiftating the political lituation and fentiments of 
the country in correfpohdence with a diftant ftranger, 
and courted by tfife plunderers and enemies of Ame* 
tica — when all thefe (hameful and degrading; circutn* 
ftances are reviewed, what are we to think of ouf 
republican morals ? . Well may we exclaim with the 
Confeflbr Fauchet, " if this people arethus early de- 
'** crepit, what may we expe<ft in their old age ?^ 
The hiftory of the moft corrupt Nation, and the moft 
defpotic or degenerate monarchy in Europe, cannot 
produce a like number of inftances of fuch foandal- 
ous, criminal, and traitorous condu6t in their public 
Ttinftion Aries, it may \>e fafdy affirmed, even in iht 
Japfe of a century. After fuch examples, how caa 
it be wondcfed at that an advertifement fhould ap- 
pear in our public prints, giving notice of a fwindling 
affignment of his eftate, by a member of Congrcfe 
in the vicinity of the capital, for the purpofe of de- 
frauding his creditors ; or that our people fhould joiti 
the French marailders, and pillage the property, and 
threaten the livefe of their defencelefe countrymen, 
under the flag of thefe pirates ; or that we are Co 
mbufed and humbled as to fubmit, with patience, to 
the public infults of a frivolous Spaniard, half don 
mnd half fans-culotte ? 

Venice and Bonaparfe.^^^e fee by the infamom. 
proclamation of thift fcoundrel, refpedling Venice, 
that that ancient and celebrated republic, aftelr having 
weathered the fVorms of twelve centuries, is like to 
fall a facrifice to the all-devouring tyranny of France. 
It feems that, after having feen their towns bufnt, 
their wives and daughters deflowered, their religion 
infulted, and their houfes plundered, the Venetians, 
wearied out with a feries of fuch outrages, took the 
pious, though defperate, refolution of facrificing a 
few hundred of thefe cut-throats : this offence a gc- 
DGfous enemy would hare pardoned, when he knew 

3 it 
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it was the confequence of his own provocations r 
bqt the favage Corfican chief is not fuch an enemy j 
he is glad of a pretext fo plaufible to glut his hungry 
myrmidons with the riches of many years peaceable 
commerce. 

As the infidels have now no enemies remaining in 
that quarter, except the Venetians, they will not 
meet with much difficulty in fubjugating the repub- 
lic, efpecially as they have been long enough thero 
to debauch the principles of the lower clafies by the 
vile do<5lrines of equality ; and the mildeft fate that 
the State has to expedl is, to be plundered without 
mercy, under the name of contributions i to lofe 
her richeft Italian provinces, and 'to have her Go- 
vernment new-modelled a la mode Frang(ufe. Five 
Dojges, inftead of one, will hereafter wed the Adri- 
atic annually, as the proxies of their French lords. 
Neither her ancient fame nor her prefent pacific 
principles, will afford Venice any protedlion againil 
the gripe of the rapacious marauders. 

Notwithftanding Bonaparte's criminations, no man 
of common fenfe and candour will believe, that the 
Venetians, who had relifled every folicitation of the 
combined powers to make a common caufe agaiHfl: 
.France, would have committed any hoftilities againft 
her, unlefs their patience had been exhaufled by the 
greaj^fl outrages. No ! the fcene alone of the pre- 
tended crimes proves the manifeft falfehood of the 
charge : Padua, Verona, Vicenza, &c. are all within 
the Venetian territories ; and, of courfe, whatever the 
inhabitants did there was in their own defence. Every 
law, human and divine, would have warranted them 
in extirpating the invaders. Had the " Lion of St. Mark 
" in reality verified the old proverb^ that Italy is the tomb 
** of the French^'' and rid the world of thofemonfVers, 
he would have deferved well of mankind. The ven- 
geance would have been more juft on thefe than any 
of the former invaders of Italy^ either ancient or 

modern ; 
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modern ; inafmuch as ihefe furpafs all their prede- 
cefTors in crimes. Until thefe profligate days, there 
have been fome principles of honour, even in war ; 
an enemy has confined himCelf to what mifchief he 
could do by his own force and that of his allies ; but 
the firfi: objedl of the French favages, in all the 
countries where they have entered, has been to fnap 
the bands of fociety afurider, to teach rebellions, and 
to tempt fubje<5ts to fight againfl their fovereigns by 
the lure of plunder. Thefe are bafe and cowardly 
. principles, and ought to be profcribcd by all man- 
kind, as hoftile to every virtue ; but it is to thefc 
principles that the French owe all their fuccefles, 
and for thefe their name will be ever infamous above 
all other tyrants and ufurpers. 

Spanijh Minijier. — ^To the Ca^valier Yrujo, 
Mmijier of Spain. As it would greatly aggravate th^ 
outrage which you have committed againfl the Go- 

-vcrnment of the United States to fuppofe that your 
audacity had proceeded upon extenlive and correft 
information relative to diplomatic rules and autho- 
rity ; and as neither your writings nor your convert 
iation warrant fuch a conclufion, I am contented to 
believe that, on the prefent occafion, yoij are at once 
the vidlim of an inlidious delign on the part of your 
advifers, and of an infufFerable vanity on your own 
part. 
'■ The defire of appearing what you are not^ and 

.never can be, a politician and an author, has be- 
trayed you into an excefs which would degrade an 
underflanding even. weaker than yours. To this 
belief, that you have been betrayed in this excefs, 

fou will be indebted for that portion of lenity which 
may obferve towards you in the fequel of my re- 
marks on your very extraordinary conduft. 

Prefatory to thefe remajrks, I muft call your at- 
tentlpn to an hifiorica| fa<St, whicli, in your volumi* 

nous 



^» GAZETTR SELECTIONS* 

nous readings, may have eicaped your recpUeSioii. 
From this fa6l you may colled an inftrudlion which, 
while it reproves your late intemperance, may fcrrc 
as a guide for your future coadu6l, if the forbear- 
ance of our policy Ihould overlook your firft indif* 
cretion, and tolerate your future refidence among 
us. 

^* In the year 1699, during the reign of William 
•* III. the Marquis of Canales, the Spanilh Ambaf- 
** fador at London, delivered a memorial to the 
** Lords Juftices (the King being on the continent), 
** in which he complained of the cOnduft of the 
•^ Britilh Court towards Spain, and appealed from 
•* the King to the Parliament." 

The regency had no fooner communicated this 
paper to the King, than he ordered the Ambaflador 
to quit the kingdom in eighteen days, and to remain 
within his houfe until the time of his departure.-— 
He was likewife given to underftand that no wri- 
ting would be received from him, or any of his do- 
Hieftics. 

" Mr. Stanhope, the Englifli Minifter at Madrid, 
** was ordered to complain of the affront offered to 
^* his mafter, which he ftyled an infolent and fancy 
*^ attempt to ilir up fedition in the kingdom by ap- 
^^ pealing to the people and Parliament of England, 
>* againft his.Majjefty/' 

It is poflible that the fource from which this &^ 
* has been drawn; will be confidened as too pure to be < 
regarded by you as a precedent of any adthorhjc ; 
and therefore with a view to accodumodatc the turbid 
temper of your opinions, i will recall to your w- 
membrance what pafled on the J»rt of Genet, the 
great apoftle of diforganization, when be was charged 
•with an intention of appealing from the Govern- 
ment to the people.-— Such an authority cannot £ul 
vto command your refpeA* 

Genets alarmed at what had efcaped from. him 
' with 
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Vith fefpedl to aji Appeal from the Government to 
the people of the Utjited States, iaod oonvinced that 
the deliberate avOwal of fuch art ititention would 
completely difcredit and defeat his fchemes, ravdd 
loudly again ft the charge, and threatened to pro^^ 
ijbcute the authors of fo vile a caluimny. Such d 
difclaimer of the right of appeal, from the Govern- 
ment to the people, may have confiderable injfluence 
in convincing you how grofsly you have been im-* 
pofed upon, in being made the dupe of your owa 
vanity, and the malevolence of your advifers. < I 
. The cpnfequences of fuch intemperance and in-^ 
difcretion, to your owrt pretenlions, and to.yoinr 
matter's interefts, will be explained in a fubfequent 
communication. . 

AmericAniIts. 



Spanijh Jackafs. — ^In ^fop's fable of the fick lion^ 
we read, that, among. the many beafts that came to 
infult, was the afs, who had his kick at the indif- 
pofed fovereign of the forefls ; and now, to be fure, 
after other heafts. have vented their Ipite, the 5/>/f«j^ 
Jackafs^ thinking the i/o« paft rcqoyery, bru flies up 
to exercife his cowardly hoof on him. But let the 
defpicable animal beware ; for the Lion is able to in- 
fli(5l vengeance on Wm, and all his bafe compa-* 
nions. * ' « \ 

Envoys' Departure for France.r^^n Tuefday laft. 
General Marlhall, one of the Commiffioners of the 
United States to the Republic of France, failed for 
Amfterdam, in the brig Grace, Captain WilR k 
.isfaid Mr. Gerry, the other Commilfeoner, has failed 
from New-York or Bofton. « 



Bache's Chara3er,r^K writer, under the fignatute 
qf MiLo, wifties to reclaim Bache ; but, to recall 
Bache *' from^the paths, of vice^" would, I fancy/ 

VOL. VI. Y require 
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require fomething more powerful than the Voice of 
MiLO ; and, as to the fcoundrers returning to conji-' 
deration, I fhould be very forry if it were poffible.-— 
No; MiLO may moralize, and Porcupine may 
prick ; but no converlion will ever be wrought in 
him, till there is an entire and complete revolution, 
not in the government, but in his circurnftances^ 
When I either fee fiache, or hear of him, he always 
puts me in mind of the man whom crook-backed 
Richard's page recommended as the murderer of 
his nephew — *^ I know, my liege,'* fays he, " a 
^^ difcontinted gentleman^ whofe humble means match 
** not his haughty mind: gold were as good as 
<' twenty orators, and vvill, no doubt, tempt him 
^' to any thing." If Milo can outbid the French 
Republic, he may poffibly lilence the bowlings of 
the proflitute Cerberus; but if not, he mayfpare 
his moral eflays. 



Tuesday, 25^^ Julv. 

Bifiop of Bergamo. — ^The laft papers from Eng- 
land have brought us the following curious ar- 
ticle: 

k 

J^qftoral Letter from the Venetian Bljhop of Bergamo 
to tlie venerable Clergy of that City and Diocefe. 

It is the incontefiable fenle of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, that every power is from God ; therefore^ ohe- 
dience to the fecular power is obedience 4o Gbd ; and 
-whoever refiftctb ihe one is guilty of difohedience to 
he other. The fupport of the prefent new form of 
civil government, to which we have been condudled 
hy the Lord of all the earthy and all therein, is a part 
of the charge of your facred fun6lions, venerable 
brethren in Jefus Chrift. It is your duty to difplay 
with zeal and perfpicuity to all your parifliioners, 
bpth in your catcclufms and icrmons^ the necefiity 

of 
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tof theit rnoft cordial obedience to the jiift afld {b" 
ciable law8 of the people of Bergartio, ^l^jprefented 
hy their legitimate municipality, and defbndtd bv 
the finctre and eflfe<5hial proteSlhn of the French 
Republic, which has alfo promifed \o feeure and 
T^mtntmn tkt holy XxtihoUc refigion^ which we profefs^ 
pure and inviolable. 

The property of individuals will' alfo be'rt- 
§)e(5led, and convenient and efficacious means 
adopted foi" the happy eftablifhment of the publio 
tranquillity at large. In neglecting an obligation 
of {o much importance, you would render your- 
ielves guilty of an ineXcufable omiffiqn; and if, to 
the fhame of y oiir laudable diligence, any fhojuld 
i3efufe to yield due obedience, their culpability wijl 
be raanifcfted to allpiep, apd merit exemplary pu- 
nifhment. May God, the Author of all goodnefs 
and mercy, now and for ever banilh all eyil from, 
tlie beloved people of Bergamo, to whom I xhoft 
cordially impart the; paijloral benedidion * ! n ..; 
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TQ^Her Porcupifie. 

• Sir, ., ■ ; , _. • . 3 •/. ' 

1 have frequently heard the democrats fiyte l^x^r 

JefFerfon *^ the pan of the people/* If you.^fjji, 

* Here's a fcoundrcl or aBilhbp for you I - Therebelhp(f;ftf- . 
fcfted by the aid of fh6Fcnch cut-throats Ihd atheifts,' he; tcHttL 
his flock they have been cohdudted to iy the Lord of ail th^ titriha ^ 
All power, he tells them, is from God ; and, therefore, whoever 
r^eiifteth the one is guil;y of difobedience to t)|e cither^ This is 
ttiie Italian logic ; jujd filch as wc hear from the odious pair o^ 
Italian lips, which are fuffirred to w:ag in our Congfefs. Accdrd* ' 
lAg to this rafcally Btfliop, if a man claps a piftol to my brea(^^ 
and comxhand^ me to rebel ag^nfl my country, or to mufdef my 
ftther, I am to do it, ** becaui'e all power is of God, and \q refift 
*' the one is to difobcjrthc other.** This attired mifcreant is ^ 
TiKObin, an apoftate, or, to fay alHn one word, a fec6nd Talleyrand 
Ferigord^ who is now^ as fome of our poltroon ^apu-s tell ut^ 

if^tfaur worthy advocates with the five ^ofpots* 

T a ■ -^ pleafc 



3^4; GAZETTE. SELJECTJONS. 

pli^fb ^9 ^{cettBin what entitlea hifn to the appelW. 
ttein, It ^flftll be gratefully acknoM/ledged. , i It has 
piut;2^§4 1^6 ^ gPPu d^^l, I aiTure you, as I alway»' 
i^erilpo^) th^t he proved hioifelf a coward in our 
Cp^e^ with ^it.tain;. and that, when the £ngl^ih. 
t^pppQ w^e ^^9t to enter Virginia, this man of the 
people "backed them, juft as J^alftafF backed his 
coonpiaDian^' \ tl^iitis, he turned his back upon them^ 
a^d ran aw^y-jjke a lufly fi^llow. c 

■> Yours, A Country Querist. 

'"8^ It is rfot .10 my power to give my correfpond- 
etti'fd fa(isft(3(iti^.a folution 6f this problem as he 
\^ill fipd -in 'this'Eftays of Phocion: 'He- will there 
f^Vhat has fearhed the Vifgtpiati' philofopher the 
itiobbifli titlei In the mean timefjirthe'Qtterift likes 
to" t^afoh from knalogjr, he may recollect what 
fort 6f a m^n that isj who, iii England, is called 

tkfifkn of the ptopk. ' \ '" ' *• 

* • ■ ... 

« 

Irijh Emigrant. ^^Wc hear that k Prefb5rterian 
minifter, of the name qf Lan^wprthy, celebrated 
for ftirring up the'pecirple to'tnlurtdftion, has made 
his efc^p^ from Ireland, and is arrived, at l^Tew- 
'^^iMt/ ' A-qorief^ndeht fuggefts, that he will, no. 

^trbt;' be a valuable acquintion to the floiir-mer^ 
c'^MSy'SLS he wiirnot onlybetgund extremely able 
ajr^ye^lotting ,b^^iefs, but may fetve them ocea-^ 
^i^fiaily SL^ father cmfe^^ 



1 J t-y. 



ihi^ngftons \Eloqttence and Per/on-. — ^The following 
e%tr4^ from .the. lillyfpeech ig^ itlic taper-limbe^ 
oratpr of Ne^w-Ygrk. has beea publilhed by A 
country Jacobin, as one of the choiceft flowers^ 
ffdm.the garcjfei) of rhetoric. 

\ «« 'Oil !'* f^d Mr. Livipgflon, In the debate^pa* 
the reportpdi .addrefs- to the . Prefident, " let me 
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*^ not pais over unnoticed that joy 5yhicll Tf6 well 
^* remember to havfc beamed on every countenance, 
*^'upon the infpiring tidings that Fnance had joined 
** her arms to ours, in defence of our liberties — no,* 
" it can never be erafed from my heart : in thfe 
*^ gloomy horrors of defolation, and an affaffinating 
^' war, I could read by the light of thofe flamed 
" which confumed my paternal manfion, by the 
joy that fparkled in every eye, bow great werd 
the confequences of her union to America — I feel 
" the revival of that animating joy kindle this mo- 
*^ ment in my bofom — I will for ever cheriflvif^in 
^^ my heart, and I truft never part with it, till I 
^* Ihall part with every other fenfatiou **" 
« 1 - * 

Wednesday, 26'^ Tuly. 

G rat fan. — Yefterday, fays a London paper,; ar» 
rived a mail from Ireland, which has brought a 
number of papers to the iRth inft* containing a 
fuller account of the important debates on a reform 
of Parliament on the preceding dai^y. By fome of 
thefe we are given to underlland,' 'that the oppo*- 
lition in the Irifli Houfe of Commdn^have deter- 



ge 



* At firft view I thought the printer had quoted the paflage as 
afample of that inflated honfelifc, for which th^ pretty Ned Froth 
is fo famous ; but, -by lookir>g over fome other parts of the paper, 
J foon perceived tti^t the fatii-culotte clown brought it forward 
for the admiration of his reajdt^rs. 

If ever there was a fpecinien of bombaft, complete in all its re- 
quifites, nonfenfical, turgid, and naufeous, this faliy of Ned's is 
certainly one. Such language; even from a good, wholefome, fuf« 
ceptible- looking man, would be difgufting ; but toiiear this long 
iron, pv rather brafs, figupe^ this ramrod, tSLlUmg about **jr>y 
•* beaming on his countenance^ and kindling in his bdfom^^ muft 
hj^ve been as good as an emetk. His 3^/«, indeed! Why, poor 
Edward has no bofom; his bread: is as unplaced plank; hi^ 
carcafs i^«-cloek-cftfe^hid' imeftines are the ha»d-tWifted oorda, and 
hw heart is the drofly^* cankered iron**weigbt.^ "So much for Neww 
Yorkrhetbric. • •'• . . * .^ •♦ - . 

Y 3 mined 
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tniiied Hot to attend the Houfe an^ longer. Mri 
Orattan, in the concluding part of his fpeech on the 
fubjeft of reform, is faid to have declared this in 
the following terms : ** We have offered our meU-' 
" fare— you will reje<St it — -we deprecate yours-w 
^^ you will perfeverei having no hopes left to per-^ 
^* fuade or diifuade, and having difcharged our duty^ 
'^ we (hall trouble you no more, and, after this day, 
*' Ihall not attend the Houfe of Commons *•*' 



Governor Mifflin tried aritf condemned! ! I 

Captain M*l3ougal, of the brig Sea Nymph,' 
brings a confirmation of the capture of the (hip 
Governor Mifflin^ belonging to this port, by a French 
privateer fhip, on the 13th of April, in light of 
Cape de Gat, and carried into Carthagena ; ' thfr 
ihip and cargo cpqdeni.ned the *6tb pf the fame 
inpQth. 



TatRSDAY, 27*^ July. 

» \. . . 

Emigrants.-^MR* Porcupike, It is the great 
misfortune of this country that foreigners have feats 
in the federal legiflature. All that have partaken 
of this honour, fo far as has come to my know- 
ledge, have be^n diflinguiflied by dangerous difor- 
ganizing principles ; tpe mania of the ^rench re- 
volution has pofleffed them all. Having purchafed 
the right of citizenfliip fo cheaply themielves, it is 
natural th.at ihey^ Ihould wilh tp extend the facilitj^ 



-■•r" 



* Thus the penfioned, yet feditious, Gr^ttan and his crew, are, 
after all their boafted influence, fairly driven from the deld, 
^^ We (hall trfuhU you no n)ore, ^nd, after this day^ (hall not at* 
*♦ tend the Houfe of Commons." Pious refolution ! happy 
riddance ! Would to heaven the exaypple may be followed by their 
brother patriots of England! Were it to extend even acrofs the 
Atlantic ; were their iiadious admirersi here to refolv^ never more 
^o trouble tb^ country, with their prefence in Qongrefti it wqu14 c^- 
W9^y be wor^h ^il the rf folves they h^ve hitherto p?4Ic4t 

to 
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to all their feUow-cmigrants ; for on the number of 
fuch voters they depend for a continuance in office. 
Should affairs continue in their prefent train for a 
few years more, I fhould not wonder to fee all the 
large towns and the frontier countries, in the mid- 
dle and fouthern States, reprefented by French or 
Iriih men ; by men, whofe demerits in Europe had 
obliged them to fly to this common receptacle of 
crimes, and whofe refidence here had been juft long 
enough to entitle them to a vote. Unlefs fojme 
remedy can be devifed to (lop the progrefs of this 
evil, to increale the difficulty of becoming a citizen, 
and to reflri6l the right of fufFrage to competent 
property, the peace and the liberties of this country 
mud fall a iacrifice to the paffions and the politics 
of foreigners. The low profligates of all countries 
will foon be able to vote in the men who will hu- 
mour or pay them beft ; and the government of the 
United States will become a furious intolerant de- 
mocracy. 

Any perfon that will read the debates in the 
Congrefs on the flamp^adl, and attend to the 
fpeeches and votes of the two foreigners from the 
mountains, Gallatin and Lyon, and the two worthy 
delegates from Kenfington and Irilh Town, M*Cle- 
pachan and Swanwick, will fee the propriety of 
thefe remarks. 

In this debate Monf. Gallatin obferved, that 
paying twenty dollars for a certificate of natura- 
lization " would not only be hardy but it might be* 
come dangerous to the peace of the cmmtry^^ As if the 
allegiance of fuch men was worth receiving, who 
would not pay twenty dollars, or iDpre, for a ihard 
in the rights of a citizen ; or as if ^ny paths they 
would take, could bind thpm to the ilate, On the 
contrary, I really beli^v^ that, there will be lefs 
danger in excluding from the right of fufFrage, 
npt only all thofe who are unwilling, but tbofe alfo 

Y 4 whQ 
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who are unable, to pay fo fmall a fum for the pri-» 
vilege. 

Nobody will deny that the conftitution of Penn- 
fylvania, before the revolution, was founded on the 
generous bafis of civil liberty ; and yet no nnian then 
was entitled to vote at an election, unlefs he was 
poffeffed of a freehold, or a clear perfonal ejRate of ^ 
fifty pounds, which would purchafe as large a 
freehold at that time, as five hundred would now. 
The fage legiflator of Pennfylvania was too well 
acquainted with the importance of good govern- 
ment, to intruft any part of it to the diredlion of 
tlrofc who had nothing at ftake : he knew that the 
ptx>tc6^ion of property was the principal end and 
aitn df civil inftitutions ; and he was lenlible alfo 
that men who had no property were generally too 
liabfe to be cnfnared by the arts, or poilbned by the 
corrliptidn, of ambitious demagogues. 

M^Keans Duplicity.— From the Uriited States Gd- 
zefte. — Mr. Bache plumes himfelf upon having dif- 

• covered the Prefident's motives foT the nomination 
of Mr. Hall, which are fo very remote and irapof- 
lible, that I cannot give him much credit for his 
penetration in this inftance ; but I will fuggeft a 
cafe that actually happened, in which his great ta- 
lent for difcovering motives has a fair opportunity 
of difcovering itfelf. A candidate for the appoint- 
ment above referred to, waited on .a Chief Juftice 

' (who did not vote for Mr. Adams), and folicited his 

• intereft: this the Chicff Juftice very politely declined, 
■ ^* bccaufe it was well known he had always heen op- 
' poftd to the treaty y and to all meafures for carrying' it 

into efe£i ; moreover, he was confident that his 

recbtrimendation would have a contrary- effedt 

' with the Prefidem, whofe ' elcv^ion he had op- " 

' poled-,' Sffe". but was very forry for all' this, and 

' wijhed file candidate fuccefs.^^ Next morning, as the 

• ' lame 
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fame gentleman was going into the Prefident'^s, 
he meets the very learned Judge, leading out his 
very learned fon, for whom he had been foUciUng the 
very appointment his democratic confcience forbade him 
4o give the leajt countenance to the day before. Now, 
this i)eing rather a curious cafe of confcience, I re- 
commend it to th6 fagacity of Mr. B. for elucida- 
tion. I hope he will afcertain the'motives with his 
ufual precilion *. 



\Wax Figures. ^t-JMr, P.-^I fee by the advertife- 
nient of elegant wax figures to be feen, publilhed 
in your paper, there are the likeneffes of the Royal 
Family of France, which I prefume we have little to 
do with at prefent, as the revolution has 1 wept mo ft 
of them ofT the flage. While the King was alive 
and in power, treaties fubfifting between the two 
countries taught us to look on him as a friend and 
an ally ; but he is gone, and peace to his afhe$. 
Let future Frenchmen raife his murdered body, 
and weep over, it for the crimes of their fathers. 
But are we to give our money alfo, for feeing the 
likenefs of th^ bloody-minded Petion, Barnave, and 
Bonaparte, the murderers of that King ? and of 

* I join the public in thanking Mr. Fenno for this anecdote ; 
but I cannot thjnk that he aded with his ufual confiftency, ia 
leaving the cafe of confcience to be elucidated by Bache, It is 
wrong in fuch a man as Fenno to abandon, even in a joke, his 
fupcriority over a duJl-edgcd, dull-eyed, hagard-looking hireling 
of Frince. 

For my part, I (hall not leave the cafe to be elucidated by Bache* 
J (hall declare at once, that, if the anecdote be true (of which I 
make no donbt), it exhibits an indance of dirty meannefs, hardly* 
to be equalled in the annals of democracy, and worthy only of the 
companion of Dallas, and the toafter of ^Jei and Munroe. A 
Chief Juftice ! Good Heaven, piefervc me from his clutches ! \ 
would almoft as foon, God forgive me, fall under thofe of his 
nfoife ! , 

thofe 
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thofe philo(bpbical vermin too, the infidel Voltaifc 
and Rouffeau, whofe writings prepared the people 
of France for all the horrid crimes they have fince 
been guilty of? Are thefe the men whofe likeneifes 
the American thinks are worth preferving, an4 
which our children are invited to pay a quarter of 
a dollar for feeing ? Verily I would not give a quar- 
ter of a dollar for the whole, group, for any other 
purpofe than to melt them down into wax capdle^. 
fiut can an American, who has any fenfe of huma» 
nity left, give his money for feeing at one opportu- 
nity, the image of I^uis and his murderers brought 
together? I believe not, unlefs he was called to 
take the feat of Minos and Rhadamanthus, and Ht 
in judgment over the criminals : for if he fuppofes 
the one worth preferving, he muft be tempted to 
kick the other out of fight. Taken all together, this 
exhibition is too much in the favage French ftyle 
of the guillotine toy, for the amu^ment of their 
children, and of the dancipg dogs ihown under 
the fhade of the guillotine, while it was employed 
in chopping heads off. Befides, if there were no 
other obJe(5tion to the exhibition, the principrf 
charaiSers being French, is at this jupdlyrc ob- 
jcjftion enough. 



Philanthrojiy.-^DiED, at the Warm Springs in 
Virginia, on the 8th of May laft, Mr. Thomas 
Palmer, a native of England, and formerly a mer- 
chant in this city ; he has left a large eftate to his 
connexions, and to public ufes. Amongft other 
legacies which mark a mofl benevolent and original 
mind, he has left the reverfion of one ho^jdh^d 
AND FiFTv POUNDS fterliug, to be applied annu{illy 
in premiums for ejfays, and in fuch other ways 
jts his executors may judge proper, in order tq req- 
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dcr the ahjurd and cruel praSice of war det eft able ^ and 
ifl frefervlng harmony among the nations of the earth *^. 

Blount's Plot. — Boston, July ^^. McLean's " Cj- 
^^ nadafht'^ is likely to turn out worfetban Catiline*^ 
late confpiracyfc The father-in-law of the Vermont 
Lion^ and a number of others, will be implicated. 
The greateft rogue, they f^y, has turned king's 
^videpcc'l'. 

Blount's P/o/.— Extraa of a Letter to the Editor, 
from a Grentleman in Vermont, dated Windfor, 
July 14, 1797. " Since the mail is clofed wc 
)iave received information from Canada^ that the 
two McLeans, taken fome time fince, with one 
Butterfield, for treafonable pradlices, have beea 
tried and executed. *Tis (aid that Butterfiel4 
^' turned king's evidence,'* and has difcovered 
aQ extenfiye plot again ft the province of Canada^ 
in which ^re concerned a confiderable number of 
the firA men on that lide of the mountain, with 
the Governor at their head. With it, alfo, is con* 
ne<Sled the purchafe of arms in France. This ip- 
formation comes in a letter from Colonel Porter, 
now in Canada." 



* It is reported, but I cannot fay I think it credible, that the 
greater partofthe^iir^fpeechesin the laftfeffion of Congrefs 
yrere made with a view of obtaining the firft premium. O Lord 1 
what will this world come to ? 

f When it is known that Ira Alkn^ the Governor of Vermont, 
wai never authorized to purchafe the fto^ooo ftand of arms, of 
which an account was given the other day ; when it was known 
fhat his foii-in-law objeSed to the law prohibiting the exportation 
pf amtnufiition to Canada ; and when the defperate circumdances 
pf botl^ are reco)leAed, the proper conclufion will undoubtedly 
ji^drawn. 

FitlDAYt 



jzi GAZETTE SELECJTIONS. 

Friday, 21^^ July. 
J Letter to Dodtor Morfe from St. Johris^ New-- 
BrunfwicL The following letter is taken from the 
St. John's Gazette. 

To Mr. Jedidiah Morfe. 

Sir, 

In my lafl I noticed fome ufefql hiftorical obfer- 

vations refpedling the Egyptian fhepherds ; and th^ 

merit of ThaleSj.derived from thofe lovers of leeks and 

onions, with authorities to Ihow that they are wonder* 

fully founded. I noticed alfo how accurately you give 

an account of the obliquity of the ecliptic, making it 

23^ 29' in one page, and 23^ 30' in the next'; alfo, 

that the equatorial inhabitants move 1020 miles in an 

hour by an accurate divifion of yours, which is new 

io me \ and that the reward received by HarrifoQ 

Vvas probably from your good allies^ as you ftate the 

account, and for which they ought to be obliged to 

ymi. The Britifli Afironomer Koyal, from whom 

}^ou mutilated the account qf finding the lat. and 
ong. of places, is, doubtlefs, under oblig-ations to 
you ; and your new reafon why the rneridian is fo 
called opght never to be forgotten, efpecially by 
yoitr allies at the Cape. I fhall pais now to your ninth 
problem, p. 43, wherein is a very curious note, 
and not found in Guthrie ; I am much aftonifhcd 
at his omiffipn of fo ufeful an obfervation* as he 
feems to have infcrted all your problems. Note-* 
•' By this problem you may likewife fee at one view; 
*^ in diftant countries, where the inhabitants ^re rif- 
** mg, where breakfafting, dining, drinking tea.; 
^' where going to affemblies, and where to bed." 
This note is ftri6^1y geographical ; for eating ittd 
fleeping are altogether tqrreftrial ; and' dancmg is 
not generally acknowledged to be ufed by th|^ egr 
Jeftials ; in fa6^, the beft divines are againft it ; and 

Thales 
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f hales and tbe Ejgyptian Ihepherds are of the fame 
opinion ; but an noneft Irifhman obferved on this 
note, How can 1 tell when they go to dinner in I^n- 
dpn ? . For they go on to dine fo late, that. by J-rj-s 
tliey, will loon ^^ne the next day. . He was told that it 
W]^s a new method to find the longitude, difcovered 
by a perfonwho lately fquared the circle by finding, 
K(y accurate ipenfuration, tliat if a circle meafures 
twenty-two in circumference, its diameter will bp. 
feyen ; and fpr proof of it was referred to your 
Geo. Prob. 18, where,^you fay,. it has been found. 
He was alfpitold that the fame perfon had difcovered^ 
that rivers w^re wider at theirmouth tlmn towards their 
head arfprtyig — p. 51, and* that thefe new difcoverics 
werie nqt calculated for Irijhmen. Being tired with 
your. Introdu<9:ion, and defirous of knowing where 
your allies Ijad plundered under the immortal Ri- 
chery, I turned to the article Newfoundland, and 
finding that you had not given a map of that ifland, 
I tfuficd that you i?ad amply made amends in your, 
defcriptioUy having profeffed to outdo all Euro- 
peans in ypur account of America, I compared 
your ;account, p, 146, with Guthrie; but, to my. 
aft9niihmdnt, . /ound tljat tp^jbe copied verbatim, 
from the po9r|X)t4 Britilji .Qeographer, whom you 
have,; befpattjbted; with,: mjijilations like thofe iu. 
the. account of the ifland. erf S^^ John's. ..Guthrie 
fays pofitively, the iflafid wi^ afford a large fup-^ 
ply of mafts, yards, and. alf iorts of lumber for 
the Weft India markqt : . this = /you infert with the 
^oubtful wqrds,;/ 4i7^5 ,.^ut you have the fame, 
autboirity. for this a^ert^opJ^^ reft of theajv. 

tjclfis which you copy, favingtjpe idea of utility tq thj^^ 
ftritifh. You fey, from this. ifland the Britipi reap,. 
2fc. ' Guthrie's .^words are, ..w^.,|^ap, &c Why did 
you not think of the like cbartge wheuyou fpoke of j 
Harrifoo's time-keeper ? there ' you continue the 
expreifioni the Go;permnent^^^ if it might.be the 
'..'!>' ^4 ' " jimerican 
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American Government ^ or that of your good atttei Ai 
French. 

Guthrie makes the following obfetvation } ^*Wherd 
our colonies are thinly peopled, or fo barren as no< 
to produce any thing from their foil, their coafls 
make us ample amends, and podr in upon us wealth 
of another fort, and no ways inferior to that ^fin^ 
from the moft fertile foiK" This you omit; it is 
favourable to Britain. The like omiliion, in your 
account of St. John's, was unfavourable to France^— 
But the fadts are true, and full as geographical aS 
the time of drinking tea or going to aflemblies in 
atiy part of the world. You allow, indeed^ that the 
United States enjoy the fame privileges at Nc<«r- 
foundland as before the war. Is this confident 
with your infinuation, p. 241, that Britain grants 
favours in commerce which are u6t extended to. 
the United States ? — By this it feems that fhe grants 
important favours to the United States, not extended 
to any other nation ; of which Richery's plan of 
plunder is full proof. I am difappointed in your ac- 
count of Newfoundland, as much as in that of 
St. John*s. The mountain has laboured-^I fee 
no produftion. If this be the way you calculate a 
moork for Americans, you ought to apprife the refl 
of the world with the outlines of j'our real defig-' 
nation, and fay fairly that your Geography is not 
calculated iox the Britifh. 



' • J 



The extraordinary Seffion of Ct;^^^.— Congrefi 
was called together, fays th? Bpfton Mcrcuiy, to' 
provide for the extriorcfinary fli^e of our aflair9« 
Both Houfes fay, in their anfwcr to. the Prefidcnt'S 
fpeech, that the call was right. So far even Ja- 
cobin mouths are flopped ;-— for the Jacobins in 
Congrefs did not fo much as deny the neceffity of 
the calL Now, admitting that neceffity) what hare 
thcv done ? Nothing. Xe&, nothing ; if they lui^e 

done 
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done lefi than all they could do to proteS our plun- 
dered trade, and to vindicate our infulted independ- 
-cnce, our violated rights. What they have done 
is little, very little, according to their own account ; 
for they infift we ihould trqft wholly to prayer 
and prize-oiFerings, to propitiate the cannibal divi-> 
nity whom they worfhip. — In plain truth, was it 
worth while to call Congrefs together for the Ja- 
eobiri members to tell the world our Government 
is a defpotifm, our citizens divided, France irre- 
iiflibk and adorable ? What have they done at a 
time of acknowledged danger ? Have they filled 
the arfenals, recruited the army, fortified the fea- 
ports? The ftowers will walh down more earth 
than the money they have voted will throw up. 

Have they ordered new frigates to be built ? called 
forth at the very crifis of fate the powers of the 
bravefl: and moll enterprifing feafaring nation 
t>n earth ; perhaps the fecond for merchant-fhips, 
and deftined by the decrees of Heaven to be the 
firfl ? Nothing of this. With little adlual force, 
but infinite refources for it, the nation that is to 
hold the maritime fceptre at no diftant day, is 
ilruck by jacobinifra with a palfy. Powerlefe, con- 
vulfed^ and cowardly, what face do we hold up to the 
world ? When one cheek is fmitten what do 
we do ? Turn the other : the raoft defpicablc 
of all mean things as a State, we invite blows; 
we hold our handkerchiefs ready, afluring France 
that when ihe fpits In our faces, we will wipe 
jthem^ The revenue cutters are to be permitted 
— ^to do what? To teep within our own ju- 
rifdiAion : that is to fay, they, and our three 
frigates may fail in our mill*ponds, may iltck in 
our (and-banks. Protedftions they may m>t give. 
Our high-fpirited duellifljs from the fouth call this 
honour, national dignity and independence! How 
fafe is it to let fuch men encroach upon the Sena|e> 
imd the Ptofident ? No, no, no ; the electors mud, 

• at 



236; GAZETTE SELECTIONS. 

at the next choice j change .'their Jacobin membcri 
or their Federal GoYernment, 

Arnold J Irijh Traitor. — -From Nexr- York we are 
informed, that *^ on Sunday laft the Rev. Mr. Ar* 
*^ nold, whofe arrival from Newry we mentioned 
" on Friday, preached an excellent fermon in the 
" old Prelbyterian church from thefe words; 
•f J'ollow peace with all men, and holinefs, with- 
^ out which no one fhall fee the Lord.. Heb. xii- 14." 

Remarh — It is to be prcfumed, that this re- 
verend infurgent never read this text till he came 
to America. If he hgd *^ followed peace with all 
** men," he would not have been profecuted as 
a rebel ; nor would* he have bewailed fo bitterly 
the lofs of his arms. 

The ** excellent fermons'* of fuch canting hypo- 
critesy. notwitlillanding our fans-culotte papers, and 
even fome of our impartial ones, become the ve- 
hicles of their puffs, will produce little efFecSl here. 
The minds of Americans are made up refpedling 
tlie runaway patriots: to have efcaped Botany 
B^y or the .gallows, is not now a recommendation 
to public favour. . We have fuffered, and are yet 
fufFering, too much from the French ; we feel too 
feverely the curfe of having their partilans among 
us to rejoice at an augmentation of their number. 
In the years. 1794 and 1795, when our dear allies 
had nothing but honey fot our lips ; then we prayed 
xnofl pioufly for the dcfiruidiion of all monarchs 
and their fatellitcs ; then we toafied the Rights oi 
Man; we feafted Genet, and wifhed for revolutions 
to convulfe , every country in the wortd> our own: 
excepfed ; and from this we thought we were 
iecured by the afFe<3ion::of our tender-hearted fifter. 
But the face of things is changed. . We fee re- 
volution making haflyjilrides to wards. ourlelvesi 
and we begin to be leis anxious \o . fee it fucceed 

i0lfewhcr^« 
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elfetvhere. Danger has taught us prudence and jur- 
tice : we no longer hug the runaway traitor to our 
bofom, applaud his treachery, and regret its want 
of fuccefs. This change fliould be made known ; 
traitors ftill fly hijther, hoping to meet with a cordial 
reception; to be carefled, fed, and clothed for 
their infamy ; and, having fuch a place of refuge 
ill view, are probably thereby tempted to commit 
what they otherwife would never attempt. It is 
worthy of remark, that all the fcape-gailows divines 
land at New-York. 



/few^.— Seeing that, from the lateft intelligence, 
there is every reafon to fuppofe the traitors in 
Ireland will be worded, and confequently that 
there will be large importations of them to this 
devoted State, it is fubmitted to farmers whether 
it might not be prudent in them, this fall, to re^ 
ierve a coniiderable portion of their land for the 
cultivation of hemp. 

Stamp-aSl. Curious Shuffle. — Prom the N. York 
Daily Advertifer.-^ — " The oppofers of our Govern- 
ment at lali begin to bark at the ilamp*a(^. They for« 
£et that this a6t will be popular in its operation, as 
it falls mofily on monied men, and it faves u<3 
from a land-tax. In truth, they are barking at the 
name, which is Britiji, rather than the things 
which is American *." ^ 



** Wliy did the paragraphift drag the Briti/b into this filly 
definition of a JlanA-aH T What does he mean by feparating the 
name from the ibtug^ and calling the former Britifb and the 
latter Americaftf If his intention was to reconcile malcontents to 
the tax, he has fliufUed liis cards wrong ; for greatly miflalcen 
am I, if thofe who are to he fubje^t to it, would not much rather 
thit the thing were BnUfif^ and the nmt American* 

yoL. VI, z Dallas^ 
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Dallas. — The following letter, from a Scotchman^ 
is jull received from New-York» 

To Mr. P. Porcupine. 

SiK, NeW'Yorkj %']th Julyy J797. 

; I think you were rather hafty in beftowing your 
reward of ten dollars for the proojfy as you are pleafed 
to call it, refpedling A. J. Dallas. I myfelf. Sir, 
was born and bred in Edinburgh, and I am ready 
to make oath that I never heard of the name be- 
fore I came to this country ; which, together with 
the concurrent teftimony of feveral Edinburgh gen- 
tlemen now in this city, I trull, will be looked 
upon as a complete refutation of the aifertioxx of 
R. S ts. 

Far be it from me, Mr. Porcupine, to blame you 
for wifhing to get rid of fuch a countrj^man ; but 
;1 think it is hardly fair to fhift the diftionour from your 
own back to that of your neighbours. It is enough 
for us to be obliged to own the little clip-eared, 
fcape-gibbef Calendar, without being iaddied with 
your Secretary of State. 

But, Sir, Scotchmen and Englijhmen are now con- 
founded in the common, more liberal and more 
loyal name of Briton ; and, therefore, in throwing 
your flour-merchant on Scotland, you gain little or 
nothing. 

Since this fubjeft has been on' the carpet, I have 
been well informed by a friend of mine, that the 
name is Irijh ; and am in great hopes that, by fetting 
a frefli inquiry on foot, you will be able to determine 
to a certainty that the advocate of the French Repuh" 
Jicy Secretary of the State of Pemifylvaniaj and defender 
^f Genet and Blount, is an Irljhman ; or, at any rate, 

•that 
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that he IS not, as it has becri injurioufly given out, 
a countrymaa of 

Yours, &c. 

A Scotchman*. 



Spahijh Frafernity.-r'^^CharleJlony July 10. The 
Ichooner Nabby, Captain Willis, from Jeremie, 
which arrived here on Friday laft, having anchored 
on the 24th ult. under the Mcto Caftle, was 
immediately boarded by a Giiftom-houfe boat from 
the Havannah, and ordered away. The next morn- 
ing the Nabby was taken by two French privateers, 
and plundered of 3487 dollars, belonging to MeflrSi 
Edward Darrell and Co. of this city, and fome arti- 
cles of clothing belonging to the Captain and crew* 
Captain Willis fuppofes the officers of the privateers 
mud have had information from the Cuftom-houfe 
officers at the Havannah^ as they were already Ac- 
quainted with the articles on board 'f'. 

Saturday, 



* Though I cannot help commending this worthy Caledonian's 
anxiety for the reputation of his country, I e^n by no means ap- 
prove of his attempt to caft the burden 00 poor Ireland'^ who» 
God knows, has enough to bear already. Nor caa I fay that I am 
f leafed at the expreSon, ^*your fecretary ;*^ — ^^jour flour- mer- 
•* chant," &c. He is, thank God, none of mine 5 the Caledoniatl 
may take him to himfejf for any thing that I care. 

f And yet there are Americans, or people calling themfelves 
fo, who have the impudence, the rafcality, to talk' to us of the 

juftice^ and even of the friendjbipy of thefe coajcfced robber? ! 

, There is fomething fuperlatively bafe in the aptitude which a 
vaft majority of the public papers difcover, to excufe or paliiate 
the vile conduct of France. An American vcffel, the Julian, of 
Baltimore, has been tried at Havre de Grace, and, wonderful to 
relate! has been cleared! I! *This bleijed article of news, this 
magnanimous, generous, noble, and only inllance of piratical 
forbearance, has been counted and recounted, till it £^irly fickens 
one. Fourteen times has it been related in one of the impartial pa- 
pers of Philadelphia. Clayfoole has it twice over in this morning's 
paper^ It is cooked up in different way8| 'tis true : in one place 

z % ' ' it 
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I 

Saturday, 29*^ July. 

Georgian Jufiiee. — ^The laft Augufta Chronicle 
contains the proceedings in criminal cafes in Burke 
County, at tne laft fuperior court. Thefe confift 
folely of trials for murder and horfe-ftcalingt of 
each of which four calcs occur. One man only was 
convidled of murder; he had cut one dollar in 
feven pieces, charged his gun therewith, and went 
to a woman's houfe whom he conceived to be a 
witch, and deliberately fhot her. In the fecond 
cafe the killing did not appear to be deliberate ; 
and the deceafed had given great provocation. In 
the third inftance four men were tried for tjic 
murder of a man whom they had taken up on 
unfounded lufpicions of having committed leveral 
crimes ; they were taking him to Augufta^ tied on 
faorfeback ; the parties drank very freely of fpirits, 
and night coming on, it was reported that the pri« 
foner was untied and off his horfe : here, it would 
appear from the ftatement, they hung up the un- 
fortunate man, to prevent his efcape ; as he was 
found in the woods with a rope about his neck, 
within a mile of where his four guards were proved 
to have threatened to puniih him if he did not con- 
fefs his crimes ! Yet they were acquitted. It is 
added, l)owever,'that the deceafed was of an in- 



it is a ragout, and in the other a fricaflee ; but ftill it is the fame 
old fiinking ftuff ; ftill the fortunate Julian of Bakimon is the bur* 
den of the cuckoo tale. When a vefTel is ckared by the Britifh,-^. 
neither Meffirt. Claypoole, nor anv other of the impartial editors, 
think it worth while to nnention it out anee ; and even that once it 
is done grudgingly ; it is let in the fmalleil type, and crammed 
into the moft objure comer of the impartial JbeeU 

A fine thing, indeed, to hold out to the public as a proof of 
Trench jufiice and mpiferatian^ is the eUaring of a veilel the ralcals 
bad no n^ /# try ; and this too at a moment when their cruiiers 
are icizing our >^Up8 in the roovth of our rivers^ ^ Meffrsw Clay* 
poole did not relate the tiduiig of the ri^h Indianian in the Dela* 
ware twictin 9ne faptr» 

famous 
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famous charadler, fo that poffibljr his executioner^* 
pnly anticipated the jufl: ientence of the law. The 
fourth homicide was alfo that of a man of bad cha- 
raiJler, who was killed by a fellow-traveller vvith a 
fword: the furvivor, in his defence, very ingre- 
nioufly declaring that he a6ted in felf-defence, the 
good-natured jury took his word, and. found him 
guilty of manflaughtcr only. — One of the.horfe* 
thieves was capitally convicted. 



Monday, 31*' July. 

Sfanijh MitiiJier.'^From the Gazette of the United 
States. Anecdote, from the Bourdeaux " Journal 
des Joumaux.'* When the Court of Madrid found 
itfelf compelled, by the moft imperious neceffity, to 
make peace with the French Republic, it was necef- 
fary to make the King fenfible of the impoffibility of 
continuing the war, and to rcfign himfelf to the fa- 
crifices impoled by the treaty of peace. / thought 
(faid the aftonijhed Monarch) tfiat we had always beaten 
the French. What will his magnanimous Majefty 
(ay, when by the refult of Don 1 arico's confpiracy 
with Blount, and his appeal to the people, this poli* 
tical puppet fhall have brought on a war with Ame- 
rica ? When the ftandard of liberty fhall be unfurled 
on the Ifthmus of Darien, then his Majedy may, 
perhaps, find that the frecboYn fons of America are 
not that daftardly race of cowards, which their fub- 
inillion to the infults of his treacherous and piratical 
ally had taught him to believe them. And when 
JDon Manuel de Gk>doy, Prince de la Paz, ihall come 
before the magnanimous monarch, and, with his fin- 
ger ifl his mouth, tell him that it has become ne- 
ceflary to preferve th6 valuable mines of Peru, the 
cxtenlive territory of Amazonia, Paraguay, Chili, 
arid in Ihort all South America proper, by the fur-» 
f^pder of all his pofleinond on this l;de the Ifihmus 

?3 of 
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of Daricn ; it is much to be doubted if the monarchy 
inftead of tacitly admitting the argument of " impe- 
** rious neceffity,'* will not kick the fublime Prince 
of Peace from his prefence, and, turning his attention 
to the origin of fo great evils, will allot a birth to 
Pon Ifarico in that commodious habitation where 
his refpedable predeceflbr is fo well accommodated : 
all the good he has done to Spain by his Tranjlation 
of SmitKs Wealth of Nations is to the contrary not- 
withftanding. 

French Fraternity and American Patriotifm. — ^The 
ftiip Swanwick, Captain Jaughan, is arrived from 
Belfaft. On the 19th, lat. 42° 53', long. 24% wa^ 
boarded by two French frigates, one of 40, the other 
of 36 guns, who took from Captain Jaughan all his 
latefi papers, and a number of letters, and then dif* 
mifled him. 22d, lat. 41° 13^ long. 26^, fell in with 
the French privateer brig Intrepid, of 16 guns, 
belonging to Nantz, who took poffeffion of the 
Swanwick, and declared her a good prize, hoifled 
out her boats, and proceeded to ranf aching the car go ^ 
from which they took twenty-five boxes of linen, 
one calk of hardware, weight two tons ; all the new 
fpare rigging of the Ihip, and fundry othejr articles ; 
exchanged a conliderahle quantity of had provifions 
for good provifions belonging to ihefhiph flores^ and, 
after a detention of twenty-four hours, fent Captain 
Jaughan on board his ihip, and difmii](ed her. They 
had on board of her the crew of the American Hero^ 
Captain M'Dougal, of and from New-YorK for 
Cadiz, which they had captured and fent for Nantz 
two days before. The Captain of the privateer of- 
fered to let the crew of the American Hero go on board 
the Swanwick, but they refufed, and entered on 
board the Intrepid, and were among/t the foremofi in 
plundering the Swanwick — tlie boats of the fhip were 
ihattered to pieces, while in poffeffion of the priva- 
teer. 
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tccr. July 23, fpoke the Ihip Jofiah, Collins, out 
forty -one days from Lirerpool for New- York *. 

FriinkUn ami AduUery. — The following curious atr 
'tide is from the Aurora of the 28 th in ft. *^ Now 
** preparing, and foon will be publilhed, a Treatife 
^^ in favour of Adultery^ in which it will be proved 
to every liberal mind, that the opinions of our 
forefathers on this fubjeft have been erroneous, 
and Ihows that a man has a right to indulge in 
it, 6ft:,f ." 






4 Tuesday, 1^^ August. 

Irijh Emigrants. — ^When the fpirit of jacobiniim 
has full poffeffion of the mind, it extinguifhes every 
virtue as effeftually as a ftrong dofe of arfenic will 
animal life ; and the man becomes capable of the 
bafcft crimes againft his God, his country, and his 
friends : of this we have numerous inftanocs ; but 
there are two cafes which I will juft now ^mention, 
not on account of tlieir Angular atrocity, but their 



* 1 think the above furnifiies as complete fpecimens of "Prench 
fraternily and American fatrictifm as we have feen. How filly the 
ferfecuted Irifh muft have looked, while their dearly beloved 
friends the French, in conjundtion with the American heroes, to 
whom they were flying for proteftion — how filly muft they have 
looked, while thefe allied brothers were making the brotherly ty^'* 
ch^ngtoi had provijions for good! 

f Bache is noted for a bad memory ; but one would not have 
expected him to ilumble on fuch a fubje6l; as this. He fays, it will 
be proved that a man has a right to indulge in adultery y and this, he 
fays, will fliow that the opinions of ovr forefathers naere erroneous. 
Had young Lightning Rod faid, your forefathers, the declaration 
might have paffed without comment ; but, by faying our fore- 
fethers, he of neceffity included his crafty and lecherous old hy- 
pocrite of a grandfather, whofe very ftatue fcems to gloat on the 
wenches as they walk the ftate-houfe yard, and whofe opinions re* 
heHing adultery can be proved, not by vague aflertions, but by 
living ivitnejjes, 

z 4 recent 
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recent occurrence. The firft is that of the crew of 
the American Heroy belonging to New-York ; who, 
inficad of accepting a pauage home when ofFere()| 
joined the crew of French pirates that captured 
them, in plundering the Swan wick (Captain Jaughan), 
another American veiled on her pallage from Bel* 
fa ft hither. The lecond is that of fomc of the paf*- 
fengers oix^ bqard the Swanwick, who fled from 
Ireland on account of their Jacobinic crimes. On 
board this veflel there was one perfon, who, if not 
a friend to the Government of his native country^r 
was, at leaft, not an epen^y to it ; for by refufing to 
join the reft in curfing and abuling it, he incurred 
their difpleafure. To punifti him for his integrity, 
thcfe Irifli Jacobins reprefented him to the French 
crew as a royalift and an enemy to liberty, for which 
crime the ians-culottes robbed him of all he had, 
and threatened him ferioufly, either to hang him at 
the yard-arm, or carry him along with them into 
France. And fuch is the audacity of thefe inconi' 
gible fcoundrels, thai they have not ceaied to infult 
and menace him, eyeii iince their arrival here ^. 



liepuhUcan Philanfhropy.-^Ytom a New-York pa- 
per, t^'riday laft John Young was tried before the 
Supreme Court at New-York, for the murder oC 
Robert Berwick. His counfel, Meflrs. Brookbolft, 
Livingfton, Burr, and Pendleton, defended him with' 
ingenuity and abiliiy; but in vain: the; fa<5\s werq 
indifputably proved, and the jury brought in their 
verdia. Guilty. 

■ - I — ■fcaj— — — — 



m^t^imt^mm 



* That the above related fad^s are true, the reader mzy be af% 
fured ; and IF the abiifed '^Ifehger will cbnf^e forward and name the 
fava^ villains, at wh6fe inftrgation he was plundered, and his life 
4)m in jeopardy/ 1 will \^ith pleafure communicate them to the 
public. The people of America, however fome of them may be 
fed aifray by an enthiifiafm in favour of the French, will never, I 

hope, countenance fuoh favage conduct. 

i. . ;. . . . -i ...^ ., The 
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The priftc^l obje A of the defence was to reduce 
the crime to fliaii-ilaughter. 

In the converfation occafioned by an event ib rari 
among us as a capital convidHon^ the queilion hat 
been revived, whether any man, or fet of men, baa 
a right, even in cafe of murder, to take away the 
life of a fellow-creature ? and, if fuch rigkf exifts, 
whether the execution of itisconfohant "mih policy f 

When the verdidl was pronounced, we underfland 
the audience evinced their approhation fy loud acclama* 
tions — ^an indecency, which never ought to be tole- 
rated before a dignified tribunal of juftice, and on 
fuch folemn occdions ^. 



Jjjon. — ^We have authority to fay that Mr. Lyon^ 
of Vermont, during the late feffion of Congrcfs, 
fent nearly two hundred letters weekly to his confli* 
tuents, each covering one of Bache's papers, and 
Vilifying our Government. Surely this is ufing, at 
leaft, if not abufing, the privilege of franking letters. 
Mr, Bache, no doubt, can afford to give away papers 
in {q good a caufe. 

This is the redoubtable hero who, a few years be- 
fqrc, was fold for his palfage from Ireland, and who, 
for his cowardice in the American war, was con* 
demned by General Gates to \year a wooden Jivord. 

[ACnervam'J^ 

Mr. PoRcupiNE, 
I beg you will take the firft opportunity to infornv 
Mr, Matthew Carey, that there is, at this prefent 

* I believe acclamations at the profpe^t of the death of a cri« 
minal, and in a court of juflice too, is fomething new in America. 
We have but too often aped the follies and the deformities of the 
French ; I hope; we are not about to emulate them in ferocity alfo ; 
\i\it the acclamations in ^he court-houfc of New- York really bear 
Ibme refemblance to the canqilial bowlings at the revolutionary 
tfibupals of Paris. Some future mail will, perhaps, inform us d[ 
nie huzzaing audience dancing round the gallows ^ la modcdeParls. 

time, 
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time, a malignant fever prevalent among (he cats in 
this city : now as the above gentleman has fignalized 
liimfelf CD a former occaiion of ihe like nature, it 
wixild be a pity th^ the bulinefs ifaoold go out of 
hh hands — it was this fear which prompted me to 
rcqueft you to give him the firfi information of it, 
and he doubtlefs will reward me for my trouble, by 
prefenting me with fix copies of " A fliort Account 
•• of the malignant Fever lately prevalent among the 
•* Cats in this City, with Notes htftorical, biograpbicaly 
^* and critical y by Matthew Carey.'* 

I remain, &c. &c. ^ 

•Thomas Busybody. 
N. B. If you fhould doubt the truth of this in- 
telligence, I will fend you a certificate of an old 
lady, who lafl: week had fix cats in perfe6t health, 
but now, oh fad reverfe ! Ihe has only three, very 
lick, the other three being configned to an untimely 
grave. 

' -Mf/r.—- From the London papers it appears, that 
the two frigtites, La Ninfa and Elena, taken by Sir 
John Jer%4s's fleet, had a few days before landed a 
xtcb cargo from the Havannah. Muifj who had 
made his efcape from Botany Bay, and had taken pal^ 
iagein the La Ninfa, from the Havannah, was killed 
the^rfijhot which wasjired hy the BrtttJh.Jhips'^. 

Wednesday, %^ August. 

M^Lean^ the Canada Traitor. — On Friday laft came 
on before a fpecial court of oyer and terminer the 

♦ Thus did the malicious and unrelenting rebel at laft receive h*s 
dli>c; and thus nnay every one of the inlurgent fcoundreis fall, 
jftruck by the avenging thunder of Britain, and covered with 
heaps, yea, with inountainsof French and Spaniards ! — N, B. The 
account of Muir's death has, fince the above was written, proved 
to be premature ;. but I think it right to prcfervc what 1 wrote 
9ibout the fcoundrti zt the time. 

4. trial 
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trial of David McLean for high treafon } the indidl- 
ment was opened by Mr. Caron ; and the cafe ftated 
by the Attorney General. After the evidence for the 
Crown was clofed, the prifoner defired to be heard 
^ in his own defence, which was granted. He begaa 
by thanking the court for the indulgence he had re- 
ceived, and after a Ihort addrefs to the jury on the 
fubject of his innocence, he turned round and began 
to harangue the audience ; hereupon he was inter- 
rupted by the Chief Juftice, who informed him that 
a patient hearing ftiould be given to whatever he 
might have to urge, but that it Ihould be addreffed 
to the court and jury, and not to the by-ftanders. 
The prifoner apologized for his ignorance in matters 
of form, and proceeded, in a fpeech of near an hour*s 
length, to give an account of his life and connexions ; 
in the courfe of which he admitted moft of the prin* 
cipal fads proved againft him ; particularly that of 
having a certificate, figned by Adet, the French 
Minifter, concealed in his Ihoe ; on all of which he 
attempted to put an innocent confiru<Aion, and con* 
eluded with a fervent prayer to the Deity, that he 
would give the powers of utterance to liis young 
counfel who were to fpeak in his behalf. Mr. Pykc 
and Mr. Frankly n, who had been affigned, were then 
heard for the prifoner, but they called no witnefles^ 
The Attorney General made a very able reply, in 
which he commented on the prifoner's indifcretion in 
attempting his own defence, and clearly refuted all 
the pretexts he had fet up, to the conviction of every 
body. The evidence was then fummed up by the 
Chief Juftice, who obferyed, that moft of the overt 
a<3s charged, which were fourteen in number, were 
proved by three or four witneffes, many of whom 
(which was rarely the cafe in profecutions of this 
fort) were npt at all implicated in the crime. 

The jury, after being out half an hour, returned 
^ ith a verdi(5t of Guilty. The prifoner, .upon being 

tfked 
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afked what he had to fay, why judgment of death 
Ihould not be paffed on him, referred to his couQlelj^ 
who moved two law points in arreft of judgment, 
which were anfwered by the Attorney Greneral, an4 
over-ruled by the court. The prifoner was again 
afked if he had any thing further to iay, and an- 
fwcring nothing, the Chief Juflice proceeded to give 
fentence, as nearly as we could cdlle6l it, to the 
'following effect : 

David McLean, 

You have been indiiled for the crime of high 
treafon, to which indictment you pleaded Not guilty, 
and for your trial put yourfelf on God and the coun- 
try, by which country you have been fbund guilty. 
You have been tried by a refpediable and intelligent 
jury, many of whom nave heretofore fenrcd on the 
jgrand inqueft. Your trial has been attended with 
fach circumftances of fairnefs, opennefs, and lenity, 
'^Rs do not obtain in any country upon earth, except 
where the laws of England prevail. More than 
twenty days have elapfed lince you were acquainted 
with the particulars of the charge brought againft 
you, and of the names of the witnefles to prove it, 
that you might not be furprifed by a fudden acqufarf 
tion, and might have full time to prepare your dc-r 
fence* After the fa6ls charged were fully eAabliihed 
by the verdicl, your counfel have been heard on 
every objedion that could be brought to the regula* 
rity of the proceedings ; whereas, had you been ac- 
cufed of the like crime in that country whofe go- 
vernment you would wifli to impofe on this province^ 
inflead of being allowed a period of twenty days, 
you might have been charged, convidted, and exe- 
cuted in lefs than fo many minutes. RefleiSi:, there-r 
fore, whether you have not been guilty of a moj^ 
unjuft attempt againfi: this Government, 

It fippears in evidence that you are an alien to, the 
King's Government; potw^thftanding which, you 
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have been treated with the fame indulgence a^ though 
you had been a native fubje6l* True it is, that n 
treaty of amity fubfifts lietween his Majefty and the 
United States, many of whofe citizens have borne 
public teftimony to the kindly offices received from 
the King's fubjedts ; it is an intercourfe we wifli to 
cherifh,aswell with publicbodiesas with individuals; 
and as it is not probable that you perfonally have 
received an injury from this colony, you have been 
guilty of an unprovoked attempt agatnft it. 

Having heard of fome diflurbances that were ex:* 
cited on account of the road bill, you falfely con- 
cluded that his Majefiy's Canadian fubjedts were 
di(affe6led to Grovemment, and ready to join in a 
rebellion, which you were willing to conduct. You 
jnight have known, that it is eafy to provoke mur- 
murs on a like occaiion in the beft regulated ilates ; 
in England iimilar diicontents have taken place, and 
fubfided,. as in this country ; for a fliort experience 
has convinced the people that the meafure was great- 
ly for their benefit. Putting confciende out of the 
queftion, as a prudent man, you had no grounds to 
go upon. No one, therefore, but a rafh and un«^ 
principled man would have engaged in fo defperate 
an enterprife ; and no one but a cruel and inhuman 
man would have proje&ed fuch meafures to carry it 
into execution. Confider then, whether you have 
not been guilty of a moil atrocious and fanguinary 
attempt againft this Government 

Perhaps you may think that thefe terms favour of 
a fpirit of reproach — far fr^m it ; in your pitiable 
condition to betray fuch a temper were very unvvor- 
thy. No — they are uttered in the fpirit of admoni- 
tion, and that upon this principle ; you feem to 
poffefs a good underflanding ; I wilh, therefore, to 
fallen on your mind the perfualion of this manifeft 
truth, which nothing but the moft perverfe obfti- 
Dacy can refi(t-~namdy, that though your dellgni 

wer^ 
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were moft hoftile againfl: this Government, yet yotl 
have experienced that fair trial you would not 
have met with in any other government under 
heaven ; in hopes, that, when the mill of delulibn 
Ihall have difappeared, the convidlion of one truth 
may prepare your mind for the admiflion of others, 
and finally produce that fenfe of contrition and re* 
morfe, which can alone expiate your dangeroufly 
wicked crimes. Had your projedt been carried into 
execution, who is there in this numerous audience 
that would not have felt the confequence among his 
friends and relations, or in his own peribn ? But 
as it has pleafed Providence to baffle your per* 
nicious defigns, I Ihall prefs this fubjedl: no further* 
This Government, which you wilh to overthrow^ 
Ihas, like all others, provided for its fecurity againft 
thofe who wilh to deftroy it. In the fcrutiny of 
ofienccs it is more lenient than others, but is equally 
fevere in the punifhment. That punifhment you 
have jufily incurred, and it would be highly un«- 
charitable to beguile ^you with the expe£tation that 
it will not be infiidlcd. Let me, therefore, moft 
ferioufly exhort you to employ the Ihort time you 
have to live, in fubmitting yourfelf with humiliation 
and repentance to the Supreme Rulef of all things^ 
whofe goodnefs is equal to his power, and who, 
though you fuffcr here, may admit you to his ever* 
lafting mercy hereafter* That fuch mercy may be 
your portion, is my moft carneft prayer. 

It remains that I ftiould difcharge the painful 
duty of pronouncing the Sentence of the law, which 
is: That you, David McLean, be taken to the 
place from whence you came, and from thence you 
are to be drawn to the place of execution, where 
you muft be hanged by the neck, but not till you 
are dead ; for you muft be cut down alive, and your 
bowels taken out and burnt before your face ; then 
your head muft be fevered from your b«dy, which 

muft 
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muft be divided into four parts, and your head and 
quarters be at the King's difpofal ; and the Lord 
have mercy on your foul. 

The trial lafted from feven o'clock in the morning 
till nine in the evening. 

Bri$ains Dangers. — After re;ading the Engtij|| 
news contained in this day's paper^ I dare fay the 
runaways from Britain and Ireland will begin to 
tafte in imagination, the blood of their King, hii 
£iinily, and his (ervants« Indeed, feeing that what 
is af!li6iive to the hearts of all good men is cheering 
to theirs, there is but too much rcafon for the mif* 
creants to rejoice ; for furely fuch a fucceffion of 
fcalamitie& -never before prefled on a nation. After 
fiaving exhaufted her treafures for the defence of 
civilized Europe, ihe has been fuccefliyely deferted 
by ^ all her allies^ ieveral of whom have actually 
ti^rn^ed their grms againft her.; The credit of her 
Bank 1^9 received t, rude ihocki a rebellion is oa 
foot in one.pf the kingdoms, a hardened and def* 
perate fa6Vion is underworking the other two, and a 
mutiny has half diibrganized her fleet, whiph has 
long been looked upon as her only builwark. Ye*^ 
notwithftanding all this, let not Prieftlcy and hii 
gang give way to a too immoderate joy. Britaia 
will outride the ftorm, perilous as it is : and 1 live 
in hopes of feeing Geoge TIL infiSl vengeance on all his 
foes. It is poffible that he may yield to a peace, 
which at apother time would be diflionourable ; 
but under the prefent circumftances, no terms what^ 
ever can refledl difhonour on him or his faithful 
fubje6ls. As to the rafcally failors, it will remain 
with their countrymen to repay them for their bafe- 
aefs. A lame beggar formerly, in order to enfure 
fuccefs to his folicitations, put on the garb of a Jack 
Tar : I am miftaken if, in future, fuch a garb wiU 

not 
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not enfure him a horfewhipptng or a poft in the 
lioufe of corre6lion *« 



Thcj&sday^ 3'^AtrGus'r. 

Noffolk Afayor.'^From the Norfolk Herald j ofiid 
Jf/^.-— Messrs. Priktbrs, I have often read fcur- 
rilous publications^ but muft declare I never chanced 
upon luch a vile produ<5tion as that extracted into 
Monday^s Herald, from Porcupine's Gazette of the 
f 2th inft. Nothing, I am certain, but a wifh to 
iatisfy the curiofity of the numbers who crowded 
your office, could have ipduced you to republilh 
fuch abominably traih. What ! is it poilible a fel- 
low who has been brought up among the drc^ of 
fociety, and under the lafh of fopenors (which I 
underfiand he often experienced), ihall he be al- 
lowed thus wantonly to emit his bile againft fome oT 
our moft upright and independent cbara^lers ? No, 
it muft not be. He muft not be allowed thofe li« 
berties ; if he is, there is no doubt but he will &t 
tis at variance with each other. To prevent which, 
it is my opinion, that the old republican pradlice of 
tar and feathers would be a means of putting a fiop 
to his villanous career. It was our tecurity againft 
toryifin, during oiir glorious revolution, and why 

> 

* Such were my refle&ions at the moment when the af&irt of 
Great Britain appeared moft gloomy. The £ng1i(h news, alluded 
to, contained fearful accounts of the mutiny at the Nore, <xf the 
diftrefles of the Bank, of the rebellion in Ireland, and of a new* 

rroje6ted embair}^ to filfcii peace at the hands of the five defpoCs; 
never felt any thing like defpair, unlefs it was at this time; and 
certainly the apparent fituation of the kingdom was fiiifident to 
llrike defpair into a ftouter heart than mine. Till the mutiny in 
the fleet was added to the embarrafTments of Great Britain, I could 
always fee a way out| but I mud confefs that this rendered the 
gloom impeAetrable. 

not 
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not try now what eflfedl it may have on an unprin- 
cipled hireling ? Peter has already proved himfelf to 
be th^ adiive hired flave, and a bold and barbarous 
aflaffin, employed by a potent fadlion, who bear 
little afTeftion to the intereft of this country, and 
who would gladly fee us involved in a ruinous and 
ineffe<!^ual war. His remarks on the letters lately 
publifhed, exhibit a fpecitnen of unparalleled in- 
folence> No.nameis, fecure againft the unbridled 
licentioufnefs and Scandalous afperfions of this 
pugiliftic fcribbler. But at his impudence we muft 
not be aftonifhed, when we are told that he is the 
pot companion of Aiiibafladors, ariftocratic Sena- 
tors and Reprefentatives, and of a party, the chief 
of which,' on delivering our Billingfgatc hero his 
comniiflioh, fpoke to him as follows : 

'' iFriend Cobbett, purfue your noble career for 
which you have certainly been fbrmed; avenge us' 
of bur Limpbtency againft real republicans, by the 
proweis of youi: pen. We fhall reward you for all the 
injuries, falfehoods, calumnies, and even nonfenfe, 

you Ihall, jointly with your coadjutor W. W ks, 

pour upon republicans : and that the talk, dear 
Gobbett, be not beyond your peculiar genius, we 
fhall willingly difpehfe with either truth, fenfe, or 
judgment; but mind, dear Cobbett, we do not 
engage to fecure you from tar and feathers !" 

Siiicc this noble fpeech, we find Matter Billy 
Cobbett continues to bedevil every perfon averfe to 
his party ; by which means he reaps large portions 
of that precious metal that has fo miraculoiifly dif- 
appeared in his own country. 

And fo. Matter Porcupine, you have your emifla- 
ries in the midft of us ? You fay a gentleman from 
Norfolk informed you, th^t our former Mayor was 
a crawler, and our prefent one a milkfop. I cari 
aflure you that your worthy informant, as well as 
your lying felf, muft be little acquainted with our 

VOL. VI,. A A prefent 
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prefent Mayor when you take him to be a milkfop* 
I know him to be a man of as in^epencj^nt a fpirit. 
as ever cudgelled ypur rafc^lly carc^fs during the 
many years of your-rrto the fight face ! 

One advice to Fe^er, er-e I quit bin^, is, that 
*♦ he makes his hay while the- fun ihines ;" for he 
may reft aflured real Americans will not long c<^- 
tinue to bear with his envenomed pen* , - 

A Citizen of Norfolk. 

July ao, 1797. 



ANSWER. 

Citizen, 

It is not common for one man to anfwer the let- 
ters addreffed to another ; but as I am a p^rty ia 
the prefent bulinefs, I fliall take that liberty j'how- 
iBver difpleafing it may be to you. I have littie 
doubt as to who you are ; for, though the fpiteful- 
nefs of your prefent letter bears little refemblaqce 
to the tame and fubmiflive ftyle of that addrefTpd 
to the Carmagnole Conful, it muft be recolleded 
that the Carmagnole was upon the fpot, and had 
the bloody crews of Barney at his command^ . while 
I am at 300 miles diftance. A citizen, particularly 
if a magiftrate, ufes diiSferent language under dif- 
ferent circumftances. 

You fet out with obferving, that you never be- 
fore read fo vile a produSlion as the extraft fnom.my 
paper of the 1 2th of July, which was republiflied in 
the Norfolk Herald of the 19th. Perceiving, how- 
ever, that this was paying no great compliment to 
the editors of that paper, you endeavour to iinooth 
them down by faying, that you are " certain that 
^^ nothing but a wifti to fatisfy the curiofity of the 
** numbers who crowded their office, could have in- 
^* duced them to republilh fuch ahominahle trajhr 

Now, 
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Now, though this may be a tolerably good apo- 
logy for Meflrs. Willet and O'Connor, I take it, it 
is but a very poor one for the people of Norfolk, 
\;<?ho aflembled in fuch crowds to get a taftc of the 
" abominable trajk'* Pretend not that this cager- 
nefs to come at the ^^ vile production* was confined 
to the patrons of Porcupine ; each of thefe received 
it by the poft, and had confequently no need to 
crowd-round the office of the Herald. Neither can 
you pretend that this eagerncfs was confined to a 
fmall portion of the inhabitants ; for, befides your 
own acknowledgment of the neceflity of repub- 
Hfhing to fatisfy the crowd of applicants, it may be 
obferved, that, as between thirty and forty of my 
Gazettes go to Norfolk, each of which might be, 
and undoubtedly was, read by a number of perfonsy 
the demand for ,the '^ abominable tfa/ff^ mufl have 
become pretty general, flill to bring fuch crowds, 
about the printing-office as obliged the editors to 
republifti it. 

Leaving your Worlhip to apologise for your, 
townfmen's fondnefs for ** trajh'^ as haridfomely as.. 
you have done for the vending of it to them, I now 
proceed to make a few obfervations on the only 
paflTage which you have thought proper to dedicate 
to the defence of yourfelf — I beg pardon ; I meant 
the Mayor of Norfolk. 

** lean afTure you" (fay you, addrefJing yourfelf 
to me), " that your lying felf mufl be little ac- 
" quainted with our prefent Mayor, when you take 
*' him for a milkfop, I know him to be a man of 
^* as independent a fpirit as ever cudgelled your 
** rafcally hide, &c." Good words, good milkfop. 
Don't turn four all at once. I am fure you were 
fweet enough a little while ago. 

As to an acquaintance with the Mayor, thank 
God I have none. I cati therefore judge of the in- 
dependence of his fpirit by nothing but his cTorre- 

AA 2 fpondence 
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fpondencc with the French Conful. This impudent 
fellow begins his letter by calling the people of 
Norfolk ajjaffins and cowards ; he fays they united 
in troops \o overwhelm a ftngle French officer^ and he 
difarmed: and farcaftically adds, tlut they amply 
Jupply in numbers their deficiency in courage. 

Every afccufation of this infolent Frenchman was 
falfe. The vile crews of Barney firfl: began to 
abufe the people. They attacked them at Porlf* 
mouth (juft acrofs the river from Norfolk) on a 
Sunday; were guilty of every fpecies of indecency, 
infult, and violence ; and when one of them was 
taken into cuftody by a fpirited magiftrate of the 
name of Kearnes, the reft attacked the peace offi- 
cers, ftabbed the magiftrate in the neck and thigh, 
and effected a refcue of their infamous companion,^ 
At another time, when the hand of juftice bad 
been laid on one of Barney's crew, the patriotic 
Commodore threatened to drnw up his veflels and 
take vengeance, unlefs the villain was releafed — and 
the patriotic Mayor delivered him up. After this, 
was it to be wondered at that the infulted towi^ 
Ihould feel a hatred a^ainft the French ? Was it to 
be wondered at, that individuals fhould fhow their 
refentment ? Or was it to be expected that the pol- 
troonery of the magiftracy ftiould communicate itfelf 
to the whole mafs of the inhabitants ? Several per- 
fons have had rencounters with the French ; biit^, 
in no one inftance, has a French man, or men, been 
attacked by fuperior numbers. The people of Nor*- 
folk have never fhown themfelves to be either 
" aflaffins'* or *^ cowards.*' They have kille4 no 
man ; they have attacked no man on difadvanta- 
gcous terms, and, notwithftanding their former par- 
tiality for the French, they have fhown a more, 
manly determination to reprefs ^eir inlblencc than 
any body of men, or any other town in the Union. 

\Yith what juftice, then, I would be glad to 

know. 
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know, are the names of aflaffin and coward fixed 
on the people of Norfolk ? and if unjuftly, why are 
they not wiped off by the chief magiftrate of the 
town ? The accufation is contained in a letter ad- 
drefled to him, which letter is publi(hed to the 
world ; and if he thought it worthy of an anfwer, 
why did he not refute that accufation ? Having un- 
dertaken to anfwer the letter ; to defend the con- 
duift of .himfelf and his brother aldermen ; to ex- 
prefs his regret that any thing fhould happen to 
widen the breach between the two nations ; in 
ihort, to anfwer every part of the letter, except that 
which ftyles the people of Norfolk ajfajfins and 
cowards y his filence on that muft be looked upon 
as a tacit acknowledgment of the juflice of the charge. 

I do not know how thefe names went down in 
Virginia : if they were palatable^ all that I can fay 
is, I am forry for having fpoiled the difti. But, if 
they were not, if they excited a general fentiment of 
indignation, which I have every reafon to believe 
they did, I hope I fliall be excufed for endeavouring 
to make that fentiment as univerfally known as the 
flanderous accufation that called it forth. 

I cannot conclude without remarking to you, 
Mr, Citizen, that by advifing the Philadel- 
phians to tar and feather me^ your Worfhip has 
fliown your conjiftency at leaft. Such a piece of 
advice was not unbecoming a man who can 
contentedly put up with the names of affajfm and 
coward. 



fhiladelfhia^ ^d Auguft^ 
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Friday, 4^^ August. 

Mofiro^^s Correfpondence with Mr. Piciering. 

From Mr. Monroe to the Secretary of State. 

Sir, Philadelphia^ JuJy 6thi 1"]^^^ 

It was my wifh, after the receipt of your letter 
of the 22d Augufl lafi, announcing my recall, to 
repair home without delay ; but, as I did not re- 
ceive that letter till fome time in November, nor 
obtain my audience for taking leave of the French 
Government, till the ifl of January following, it 
was impoffibie for me to fail before the fpring, 
without hazarding a winter paflage, and to which 
I did not wilh to expofe my family. This explains 
the caufe why I did not rendef myfelf here at a 
much earlier period. 

I poftponed my reply to that letter till my arri- 
val, becaufe I deemed it more fuitable, for many 
rcafons, to anfwer it in my own country, than from 
a foreign one. I think proper, however, to call 
your attention to the fubje6t of that letter, with a 
view to juftify myfelf againft any imputations that 
have been, or were intended to be raifed againft me, 
by the meafures it announced. 

1 obferved by that letter, that although you found 
this meafure principally on the ground taken in 
that of the 13th of June preceding, yet you intimate 
there were " other concurring circumftances," 
which had weight in deciding the Executive in its 
favour. The object of this, therefore, is to requeft 
of you a flatement of what thofe circumf^ances were, 
that, correflly knowing, I may diflinflly anfwer 
them. To the fuggeftions contained in yours of 
the 13th of June I Ihall likewife make fuch further 
reply as appears now to be neceflary. 

1 requefl this flatement as a matter of right, and 
upon the principle, that, although the Executive 

poiTefles 
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poflefles the power to cenfurc and remove a public 
minifler, yet it is a power which ought to be 
cxercifed according to the rules of juftice; which 
rules are too well defined by the principles of our 
government, to require illuftration here, I make 
this requeft, therefore, in a confidence that you will 
comply with it, as foon as you can with conve- 
nience. With due refpedl, &c. 

From Mr. Monroe to the Secretary of State, 

Sir,' Philadelphia, July Sth, 1797. 

• Upon leaving Paris I committed my letter-book 
to the care of Mr. Prevofl:, and, after his departure, 
of Mr. Skipwith, fealed up, for General Pinckncy, 
in cafe he arrived while either of thofe gentlemen 
was there ; to fumifli him with fuch light upon 
affairs, as he did not derive from your department, 
when he left this. I had previoufly given General 
Pinckney copies of fome papers which he found 
neceflary upon his firft arrival ; fo that, in a pof* 
fible cafe, I truft your wifh was fulfilled in pofTefT- 
ing him with fuch documents as have been, or may 
be neceflary, for fome time to come. I think pro- 
per, however, to fuggefl: the propriety of fuch a 
complete copy being furnifhed from your office, as 
you feem to deem neceflary, for our Reprefentative 
at Paris ; fince, when I arrived there, no paper 
whatever was furnifhed me by my predeceflbr, either 
of his own correfpondence, of Mr. Jefferfon*s, or 
Dr. Franklin's* I have thought it my duty to 
ftate to you, how T found and left this bufinefs ; to 
enable you to make fuch difpofition therein, ac- 
cording to the r^ales of your department, as is 
thought fui table. 

I Ihall be abfent ft*om this city till Thurfday next 1 
at which time 1 fliall be happy \o receive an an- 
fwer to the letter I had the pleafure to write you 
yefterday. 

Your moft obedient, &c. 
A A 4 From 



360 GAZETTE SELECTIONS. 

From the fame to the fame. 
Sir, / Philadelphia^ July 15 /A, I797- 

I think proper to apprize you of my return to 
this city, and to requeft the favour of an anfwer 
to my letter of the 6 th inftant. I am, with due 
refpecft, &c. . 

From the Secretary of State to Mr. Monroe. 

Department of State. 

Sir, Philadelphia^ July i^thi ffg^. 

' \ duly received your letters of the 6th and 8th 
inftant, the latter ftating the difpolition you had 
made of the letters and papers relating to your 
miffion to the French Republic, for the uic of your 
fucceflbr. Your intended abfence, as mentioned 
in your letter of the 8th, and the preffure of public 
bufinefs, on the eve of the departure of our MiniC- 
ter for Europe, induced the delay of an anfwer to 
this time. 

The requeft contained in your letter of the 6th, 
was unexpedled. It is eafy to conceive that the 
Prefident of the United States may be poflefled of 
fafis and information, which would not only juf- 
tify, but require the recall of a foreign minifter, or 
the difmiflion of an officer at home, although they 
Ihould not furnifli ground for a legal inveftigation. 
When the tenure of public offices (that of the 
Judges excepted) was deliberately ?ind confidentially 
placed in the pleafure of the Prefident of the United 
States, it certainly was npt contemplated to reft the 
propriety or expediency of particular a6is of that 
pleafure or difcretion, by a form^ trial, or a public 
difcuffion, Thefe remarks, I truft, exhibit (atif- 
fadlory reafons why I cannot undertake to comply 
with your requeft. I am^ Sir, &c. 

^rom 
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From Mr. Monroe to the Secretary of State. 
Sir, Philadelphia^ Ju^ igth, 1797. 

I have been favoured with yours of the 171^ 
inflant, and anfwer it \\athout delay. 

If you fuppofe that I would fubmit, in filence, io 
the injurious imputations that were raifed againft 
me by the Adminiflration, you were miftaken. I 
Tet too high a value upon the bleffings of an honeft 
fame, and have too long enjoyed that bleffing, in 
the eftimatioxi of my countrymen, to fufFer myfelf 
to be robbed of it by any defcription of perfons, and 
under any pretence whatever. 

Nor can I exprefs the aftonifliment which the 
prefent condudl of the Adminiflration excites in my 
mind ; for I could not believe, till it was verified by 
the event, after having denounced me to my coun^ 
try, as a perfon who had committed fome great adt 
of mifcondudt, and cenfured me for fuch fuppofed 
a6l, by deprivation from office, that when I called 
upon you for a Jftatement of the charge againft me, 
with the fadls by which you fupport it, I fliould find 
you difpofed to evade my demand, and fhrink from 
the inquiry. Upon what principle does the 
Adminiflration take this ground, and what arc 
its motives for it ? 

Do you fuppofe or contend that the power com- 
mitted to the Executive by the conflitution, to re- 
move and cenfure a public niinifler, or any other 
public fervant, has authorized it fo to do, without 
a fufficient caufe ? or that the Executive is not 
accountable to the public, and the party injured, 
for fuch an adl, in like manner as it is accountable 
for any and every other adl it may perform by virtutf 
of the conflitution ? Upon what principle is a dif- 
crimination founded, which prefumes reflraints in 
certain cafes again fl the abufc of executive power, 
jind leaves that power without rcftraint, in all other 

cafes? 
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cafes ? And how do you defignate, or where draw 
the line between thefe two fpecies of power, fo op- 
polite in their nature and charafter ? This dodlrine 
is againft the fpirit of our conftitution, which pro- 
vides a remedy for every injury. It is againft tbdi 
fpirit of eledlive government, which confiders every 
public fundlionary as a public fervant. It becomes 
the meridian of thofe countries only, where the mo- 
narch inherits the territory as his patrimony, and 
the people who inhabit it, as his flaves. 

That the right to cenfure and remove a public 
officer was delegated to the Executive, with pecu- 
liar confidence, is a motive why it fhould be exer- 
cifed with peculiar care ; for the more confiden- 
tial the truft which is committed to a public func- 
tionary, in a refponfible ftation, the greate? 
circumfpeftion he (hould ufe in the difcharge of it. 
It was not intended thereby to difpenfe with the 
principles of jufticc, or the unalienable rights 
of freemen, in favour of executive pleafure. On 
the contrary, it was expected, that that pleafure 
would be exercifed with difcretion, and that thofe 

{principles and rights would be invariably obferved. 
t is an incompetent recompenfe to a perfon who 
has been injured by the Executive, to be told that 
the conftitution permits the injury, if the power 
intrufted was thereby abufed, and * the principles of 
the conftitution violated* And it is an unbecoming 
meafure in the Adminiflration, to defend by the ar- 
gument of power, wh^t it cannot juftify at the tri-r 
bunal of reafon and juftice. 

I have been injured by the Adrtiini ft ration, and 
have a right to redrefs. Imputations of mifcondu6t 
have been raifed againft me by it, and I have a 
right to vindicate myfelf againft them. I have in- 
vited you to ftate and fubflantiate your charge, if 
you have any; and I repeat again the invitation. 
You fuggeft that you have fa6ts and information 

which 
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which warrant the procedure. Let me know them^ 
as likewiie your informers, that I may be able ta 
place this a<9: of the Executive, and my own coa- 
duft, in the light in which they refpedtively merit 
to ftand. 

The fituation of the United States has become, 
in many refpedts, a very critical one ; and it is of 
importance that the true caufe of this crifis be dif- 
tinc^ly known. You have endeavoured to imprefs 
the public with a belief that it proceeded, in fome 
refpedl, from me : why, then, do you evade the in- 
quiry ? Is it becaufe you know that the imputation 
was unjuft, and wifh to avoid the demonflration of 
a truth you are unwilling to acknowledge ? or, 
that you fear a difcuffion, which may throw light 
upon a topic heretofore too little xmderftood ? I aiiij 
with due refpeft, &c. 

From the fame to the fame. 

July 19/A, 1797. 

Mr. Monroe prefents his compliments to CoU 
Pickering. He wiflies to revife his correfpondence in 
the Department of State, and for that purpofe will 
thank him for the aflignment of a chamber in his 
office, with the aid of a clerk, for a few days, till 
he can run through it. He hopes an anfwer to thia 
immediately, if convenient. 

From the fame to the fame. 

Philadelphia y July 24th, ^797* 

Mr. Monroe requefts to know of Colonel Picker- 
ing, whether and when he is to expert an anfwer 
to his letter of the 1 9th infl. as lik^wife to his note; 
of the fame date. 

From Mr. Pickering to Mr. Monroe. 

July i^th, 1797, 
Col. Pickering informs Mr. Monroe, that hia 
abfence lafi week, and engagements previous tp.thc 

departure 
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departure of the Prefident for Bofton, prevented 
B,n anfwer to Mr. Monroe's letter of the 1 9th, and 
his note of the fame date ; which, however, Mr* 
Monroe may expedl to-morrow* 

From the Secretary of State to Mr. Monroe. 

Department of State. 

Sir, .Philadelphia^ July ^\th, 1797. 

I have read attentively your letter of the 19th 
ult. but difcover in it no arguments to induce a 
cliange of the opinion expreffed to you in my letter 
of the lytb. 

I underftand you to contend, that every Minis- 
ter of the United States who is recalled^ and 
every other public officer who is removed from 
office by the Executive of the United States, has a 
right to demand, and be informed of the reaibns 
and motives for the recall or removal. In all cafes 
except that of the Judges, it has been eftabliflied 
from the time of organizing the government, that 
removals from offices fhould depend on the plea- 
fure of the executive power : and you know that, 
with the above exception, the commiffions of all 
officers, civil and military, appointed by the Prefi- 
dent, with the advice and confent of the Senate, 
explicitly declare that they hold their offices *' du- 
ring the pleafurc of the Prefident of the United 
States." Hence I conclude, that a compliance with 
your requeft might form an improper, inconvenient, 
and unwife precedent. 

In my letter of the 17th I remarked, that *^ it 
^* is eafy to conceive that the Prefident of tjic 
^* United States may be pofleflied of fa<Sls and in- 
** formation, which would not only juftify, but re- 
** quire the recall of a foreign minifler, or the dif- 
miflion of an officer at home, although they 
Ihould not furnifh ground for a legal inveftiga- 
tion." For inftance ; cpmrnunication^ pight be 

f cceiyed. 
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receivecl, entitled to credit, but under reftridiions 
which would not permit a difclofure ; while, to ad- 
mit the principle you contend for, would be to Ihufe 
the door to intelligence of infidelity in public offi-* 
cers ; efpecially in diplomatic agents, who, refiding 
in foreign countries, are removed from the imme- 
diate obfervation of their own Government, 

Again, the want of confidence, from whatever 
caufe it may arife, is a good reafon for changing a< 
diplomatic agent. If he is found on experience to 
be deficient in judgment, ikill, or diligence, or if 
circumftances infpire a reafonable doubt of the fin- 
Gcrity of his views, he cannot with prudence bo 
continued ; for it is eflcntial that there ihould be 
full confidence in him. A diplomatic agent, al- 
though his ofiicial communications have a fair ap- 
pearance, may hold intimate and improper cdr- 
refpondences, on political fubjedls, with mea 
known to be hoftile to the Government he repre- 
fents, and whofe adlions tend to its fubverfion. He 
may even, from miftaken views of the interefts of 
his own country, countenance and invite a con- 
duct: in another, derogatory from its dignity, and 
injurious to thofe interefts. 

The foregoing are cafes, in which the neceflary ' 
confidence of a Government muft be abated or de- 
ftroyed : and yet the circumftances might be fuch 
as could not prudently be brought to a formal dif- 
cuffion. More may be imagined to eftablifh the 
principle, that, in regard to various public officers, 
it is eflential that there Ihould be a difcretion to 
renaovej: without an obligation to affign reafons. 
In the cafe of a diplomatic charaAeri' they apply 
\vith extraordinary force. 

It is not true that a removal from office nccefla- 
rily implies adlual mifcondu6t. It may merely 
imply a want of ability. Or in refpedl to a Minif- 

tcr. 
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ter, it may imply only a change in political af- 
fairs, which demands, or renders expedient for 
the public good, the fubfiitution of a different 
ehara6ler. 

Still another inftance may be mentioned, in 
ivhich a demand like yours could not be complied 
with. A Prcfident of the United States may, on 
good grounds, which he referves to himfelf, remove 
a public officer, previous to his retiring from office ; 
in which cafe no officer, in the fucceeding Admin^ 
tration, could poffi.bly affign the motives for tbe 
removal. 

Thefe reafons, I conceive, are fufficient to juftify 
the determination, taken in my letter of the 1 7th 
kifl. and render unneceffary a particular examina» 
tion of your obfervations, or anfwers to your nu* 
merous queflions. There is no difpolition to treat 
you, or any other man, with injuftice ; but the Go- 
vernment cannot, for the fake of indulging your 
fenfibility, laerifice a great national principle. 

I will conclude with one remark. 1 agree with 
you that the Prefident, in uling that fleafure with 
which the conftitution has invefted him for the 
removal of public officets, is bound to exercife it 
with difcretion ; but I deny that he is bound on 
every occafion to explain and juflify his condu<ft to 
the individual removed from office : which, befide 
other objeftions, would expofe the Executive tp 
perpetual altercations and controverlics with the 
officers removed. 

In anfwer to your note of the 19th inflant, I 
inform you, that the revifion of youir correfpondence 
with the Department of State, which you requeft, 
may take place with the aid of a clerk, when it fhall 
fuit your own convenience. 

I am, with due refpcdl, &c. 

From 
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From Mr. Pickering to Mr. Monroe. 

Sir, Philadelpfua,Julj,z^f i797« 

It has been deemed improper, for the reafpns bC* 
figned in my official letters, tattempt an official .ex- 
planation of the reafons and motivles which influenced 
the late Prefident in terminating your fun6lions as 
the Minifter Plenipotentiary of the United States 
to the French Republic. This I fhall not ventuic 
to do, in any capacity. But it is in my power, a» 
an individual citizen, to communicate the confidcr-, 
attdns which induced me, laft fummer, when csdled 
upon by ihe Prefident, in the line of my office, to 
advife that this meafure fhould be taken. If, in this 
form, my fentiments will give you any fatisfadioii, 
and you defire to receive them, they ihall be fur* 
Btihed; \ 

I have convccfed with Mr. M^Henry and Mc 
Lee on this fubjedl, and in the like form you may 
receive their fentiments refpe<5lively. Mr. Wolcott 
being ablient, I can fay nothing in refped to him. 

I am, with duerefpe<9:, &c. 

From Mr. Monroe to the Secretary of State, 
Sir, Philadelphia j July '^o, ^79 7^ 

I received and attended to your official letter of 
the a4th, and your private one of the 25th inilant^ 
and (hall now reply to both. 

Permit me to premife, that in any difcuffion which 
has, or may take place between us, I have not, nor 
ihall I confider you in any other than your official 
chara6ter, having yet to learn what your pretenfions 
are to confidetice as an individual citizen, or the 
weight which your opinion ought to have as iiich, 
efpecially in the prefent cafe. 

I think proper now to obferve, that when I called 
upon you for an explanation of the motives of the 
Adminiiiration in making this attack upon me, it 

4. was 
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was not with a view to derive any information kft 
xnyfelf. I have been too long and too well ac- 
quainted with the political conduft, principles, and 
views of the Adminiftration, not to know what its 
motives were in that refpeft, without any aid from 
you. Indeed, knowing what my condudt was, and 
what your views are, of which a feries of fadts and 
circumftances leave no doubt on my mind, I had no 
expectation of obtaining from you any thing like a: 
candid anfwer. On the contrary, I expedled an 
evalive one, dealing in hints and innuendos thrown 
out to divert the mind from the true objedl of inquiry. 
Nor have I been difappointed in my expe£lation ; 
for I am perfuaded that no impartial perfon can 
read your feveral letters upon this fubjedl without 
entertaining the fame opinion of them. 

I expefled even a difguife of the real motive, and 
by every poffible artifice which intereft or ingenuity 
could fuggeft, becaufe I knew the real motive could 
not be avowed ; and fuch, I am perfuaded^ will be 
the opinion of every impartial perfon who, after 
reading your letters, traces the true motive, by a 
corredt analyfis of thofe fadls and circumil3:ances 
to which I allude, 

I called upon you in that (pirit of candour which 
I have always obferved towards the Adminiftration 
and others, and to give you an opportunity to juf- 
tify your conduct by your own arguments, and 
thereby place it in the light you wifhed it to ftand. 
But this you have refufcd to do, and for reafons 
the moft extraordinary : in calling upon you, then, 
I have adlcd confiftently with my own principles ; 
and in refuling to comply, you have taken a ground 
for which the Adminiftration is refponfible. 

I forbear to difculs again the folidity.of that prin-' 
Giple which fuppofes every public officer of the 
United States (the Judges excepted) a menial fervant 
4o the Prelident ; a principle which, ifeftabliftied, 

3 vani&cs 
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l>ani{hes from the bofom of every fuch officer all 
regard for country, every noble and patriotic fenti- 
inent ; and makes him dependant, not upon the 
integrity and propriety of his own condudl, but 
upon the perfonal favour of his fuperion If fuch 
\vcrc the cafe, what confidence could the people of 
America repofe inany public fun(5lionary, iince, after 
he gets into office, whatever may have been his cha- 
tadter before, he links into a machine, and ccafes 
to be a watchful cetitinel over the public rights and 
interef^s ? If fuch were the cafe, the principles and 
practice of our free government are departed from,^ 
and the moft flavifh do6lrines of the mod flavifli 
governments are introduced in their flead ; and 
that fuch muft be the cafe is obvious, if the Executive 
can exercife the difcretion you fpeak of in the plea- 
furable manner you contend for, and without ac- 
counting for any of its ads, or the motives of thena, 
in any cafe, to the party injured^ the public, or any 
perfon whatever. This doflrine merits the attention 
©f the people of America, becaufe it is a pernicious 
one. They have provided in the conftitution they 
have adopted, a fuitable mode for the appointment 
of public officers, and which fuppofes a due regafd to 
be paid to the chara6lers of thofe who are appointed, 
and with a view that they may be faithfully ferved. 
They pay to their public officers, Prelident and all, 
liberally, and ought to be faithfully ferved. They 
have like wife provided for, and. wilh a fupervifioir 
of the fuperior over the inferior ; but I truft it is their 
intention that the merits and charadler of the latter' 
Ihould be eftimated by the flandard of his integrity 
and public feivices, and not by the wltim, caprice, 
or any lefs worthy motive of thofe above him. 

Nor fliall I difcufs the folidity of the principles, 
or the policy of the pra6tice, you have adopted, of 
opening a door in your office for the reception of 
j^ics and informers, to whofe communioations, it ap- 

rOL. vx, B B pears. 
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pears^ implicit faith is givep, although their naiBf)^ 
tbeir chara6icrs, and evei> the purport of their dq* 
nunciatians be withheld. This practice is of great 
antiquity, and is ripw in ufe in the defpotic govern^ 
inents of Europe, but I hoped never to fee it tranf- 
planted to thi$ lide of the Atlantic; efpecially ia 
the degree to which you extend it. I difmifs thei^ 
topics from, vi^w, becaufe they are only incidental 
tpthe main objcdl of inquiry^ and involve prin^iple^ 
ifi vyhieh I ^m not interfiled otherwife than in cQav* 
ifion with every other American citizen* I bavQ 
< n^ijced thega, however^ that their tendency may ba 
9prre(^ly uiiderAood. 

jgut J think proper to make a few comments upoB 
the h-int^ and innueados contaiped in yo^r letter of 
the 24th, ^nd with a view. to place them» andyouc 
Condu£t: in making them, in their true light 

You fogg^ft many cafes which, provided they ex- 
ifled, you fay, would juftify the Executive in tho 
r^enr^oval and cenfureof a public miniAer, or other 
<?iBcers ; fuch, for example, a^ a *' defedl of judg-^ 
iDent> ftill, or diligence; the want of confidence ia 
jhip) by the Adminiflration ; his holding improper 
cjorrefpondence with men known to be hoflile ta 
tl)e government be reprefents, and whofe anions 
tend to it^ fubvei:fion ; his countenancing and in- 
viting, from a millafeen view of the intereft of his 
own country, a conduft in another derogatory from^ 
i|nd injurious to, thofe interefls, &c.'* The exift- 
ence of any of thefe cafes, yoij fay, would jufiify 
the removal of ^ny public minifter. 

It is not my intentiop to conteft with yoq abflraft 
principles ; becaufe I will readily admit, that if a. 
public officer he incompetent to the duties of his 
office, whether it proceed from want of judgment, 
Ikill, or diljgeijce ; if he be the fpol or parti/an of 
another country ag^ipii the honour and intereft of hia, 
owa ; ox be ^Jfofi^te^ mih foreigners of any dcfcrip* 

tion 
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tlon whatever, or with the agents or creatures of 
foreign powers, in promoting any plan of con/piracy^ 
^ainft infurreSlon in, or dijbrganization of, his own 
country; that in any and every fuch cafe, fuch 
officer, whether he be employed at home or abroad^ 
ought to be difmiffcd and difgraced, or rather fe- 
verely puniftied ; for difgrace upon thofe who are 
capable of committing fuch enormities, is no pu- 
niftiment at alL But do you mean' to apply any of 
thefe imputations to me ? If io^ why not avow it, and 
prefent your proof? Would it not be more manly 
fo to do, than to deal in innuendo and infinuation^ 
which, without making you refponfible for any 
charge, are perhaps intended to be underftood as 
fuch ? Or do you hope that we fhall take thefe in- 
Di^endos for fa6l without your declaring them to be 
fo, or producing any teftimonies to fuppbrt them ? 
This might, perhaps, promote your views in the 
prefent cafe, but would certainly not promote the 
caufe of truth. 

With refpe(9: to the clamour which is fo incef- 
fantly raifed (and of which you feem difpofed to 
avail yourfelf in the prefent inftance) of danger to 
the Government from the exercife of freedom of opi- 
nion in debate and writing, or of your iniinuation 
that I had improper correfpondence with any liich 
perfons, it is one which merits no reply. I have 
no correfpondent in whom I repofe confidence, 
who has not given, at leaft, as ftrong proof of his 
attachment to good government and good order, 
and who is not as much interefted (perhaps much 
more fo) in the prefervation of thofe bleffings as 
yourfelf, or any of thofe who make the loudeft cla- 
mour on that fubje6t. Nor have I had a commu- 
nication v;ith any perfon or perfons whilft employed 
abroad, or at any other time, of a public nature, 
but with a view to preferve the Government and the 
Unipn entire ; always feeking to counteract the 

B B z difuniting^ 
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difunitlng^ di/organizing projedls of thofe ^hofecrefty 
wifli to fubvert them. Do you know of any corre- 
fpondence of mine exhibiting an oppofite chara6ler, 
or having an oppofite tendency ? If you do, produce 
it, and then we will difcufs this point farther. But 
till then I fhall confider this innuendo like the others* 
as being thrown out only to obfcure the fubjedt^ 
and divert the mind from the true obje& of m* 
quiry. 

And upon the point of confidence between the 
Adminifl:ration and myfelf, with rcfpedt to the pe- 
riod of its commencement and termination on both 
fides (if, indeed, it ever exifled on theirs in the 
T iew in which 1 believed it did), with the caufe which 
created and defl:royed it, I fhall fay but little at 
prefent,* becaufe it is a very important one, and re- 
quires to be more fully illuflrated than the nature 
of this communication will admit of. This point 
involves in it the whole policy of tl>e Adminiftra- 
tion in my miflion and recall, and will, Ithink, when 
fully underftood, tend eflentially to illuftrate the 
^ondu6t, principles, and views of the Adminiftration 
during this great and interefiing crifis of human 
affairs. I think proper, however, to obferve here, 
that whatever may be the opinion of the world aa^ 
to the merits of the Adminiftration in thefe refpefts^ 
or of its conduiSl towards me through the whole of my 
mifl[ion, I can Ihow in the moft fatisfa6iory manner^ 
that my political chara<fter and principles, whilft a 
member of the American Senate, and wliilft Mi- 
niiler Plenipotentiary of the United States with the 
* French Republic, were always the fame; and that 
in both ftations, and in every viciiiitude of our af- 
fairs, it was the confiant and laborious effort of my 
life to preferve peace, harmony,, and perf; 61 amity 
between the two republics. I can fhow, too^ that, 
thofe efforts had produced, and wereftill producing, 
a good cffetf, of which the Admitxiftrat.ion had full 
z knowledge 
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RTK)wledge at the very moment when it endeavoured 
to imprefs the public with a belief that 1 had failed 
to do my duty. 

The Adminiflration may, perh^s, find it herc- 
'ftfter expedient to explain why I was invited to ac- 
cept that miffion, and confided in at that time ; and 
why that confidence was withdrawn afterwards. 
Were my political charaAer and principles lefs 
known in the former flage than in the latter ? I pre- 
fume not ; for, at the time when I was invited 1^ 
accept this miffion to the French Republic, I was 
a member of the Senate of the United States, and 
bad a6led with fuch decifion upon all topics which 
came before that body as to leave no doubt with 
any one what my political principles were. Was 
there any particular objeil: in view, depending any 
where, at the former period, and which my appoint- 
ment to the French Republic might then promote ? 
And did the accompliftiment of that obje6t produce 
a change in the policy of the Adminiflration towards 
that republic, and of what nature wasr that objedl ? 
I foggeft thefe ideas incidentally only, and without 
meaning to go fully into them. 

So much I have thought proper to fay in reply to 
the hints and innuendps contained in your letter of 
the 24th, and which, I prefurae, will fully explain 
your motives in nxaking them. 1 will now proceed 
to another point of more importance in the prefent 
inquiry. 

The change in the political fituation of the United 
States is too obvious and interefting not to attraft 
the attention and excite the fenfibility of even thofe 
who are the leafl: obfervant. A few years paft, the 
name of America was a venerable name in the ca» 
talogue of nations. It commanded the refpeft and 
drew the (ympathetic attention of all powers and of 
all men. Her commerce and her agriculture flou- 
jrifhed hand in hand, and her people wpra happy % 
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beloved by her ancient friends, and dreaded by her ^ 
ancient foes> there was no cloud in the political ho* 
rizon to darken her profpefts. A coalition of ty- 
rants, it is true, whole avowed objedt it was to ex- 
tirpate liberty from off the face of the globe, excited 
uneafinefe for a while. Soon> however, the ftrong and 
potent arm of Republicanifm crulhed its efforts, and 
averted the florm. But what reverfe has now taken 
place; and where will the cataiirophe end ? Our 
national charafter has not only already greatly de- 
clined, and our commerce and agriculture greatly 
fiifiered, but we are upon the point of being involved 
in a war with our ancient and deferving ally, now 
become a republic after our example, and on the fide 
of the remnants of that fame coalition which was 
lately armed againft the liberties of the world. 
Strange and almofl incredible event indeed ! By 
what means has thi? change been produced ? Much 
bas been faid and done by the Adminifiration, not 
j^mply to exculpate itfelf from all blame in that re- 
^6^, but to criminate others, and, when called upon, 
to date and fubilantiate its charges. What has been 
the refult ? Let your letters fliow. 

It is now time to clofe this fubjeA, and to bring 
into view an important queflion which muft be de- 
cided on. Has the Adminiflration performed itB 
duty to its country in thefe great concerns, and 
acquitted itfelf to the public as it ought to have 
done ? In my judgment it has not. Might we not 
have avoided this crifis by other and obvious mea- 
fures more confiftcnt with our national honour and 
intereft, and without expoling ourfelves to any real 
danger whatever ? Inmy judgment we might. In this 
latter view the fubje<Sl acquires new importance, and 
is entitled to more particular attention. 

You will readily perceive that our fellow-citizens 
in general are deeply interefted in the feveral points 
in difcuilion between us ; to whom it likewife be- 
longs 
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lofigs to eftimat^ yours and my conclu(5t ; and I now 
think proper to inform you, that it is my intention 
to carry the fubjeft before that enlightened and im* 
partial tribunal, with all the lights which I poffefs. 

I am, Sir, with due refpedl, &c. 

From Mr. Monroe to the Secretary of State. 

July ^\, 1797. 
Mr.* Monroe requefts Col. Pickering to inform 
his colleagues that the evident impropriety of his 
ha\^ing any communication othcrwife than with th^ 
Adminiftration itfelf upon an adl for which he hold3 
the Adminiftration refponfible, precludes his re- 
ceiving from them, as individual citizens, any in- 
formation whatever refpe61ing the motives which 
governed them in the cafe referred to. He declined 
this -with the greater pleafure, bebaufe the courfe he 
finds it neceflary to adopt for e5^&mination and de- 
velopement of this fubjedt, generally offers to thofe 
gentlemen, as individual citizens, an opportunity to 
communicate the motives of their condudl^ in that 
cafe, to thtf community at large, through which 
channel 6ftly Caft he attend to them *. 

Hoah 

* Thus is Citizen Monroe fofllowing clofe upon the heels of 
tSe «' Knight of the i^//fi»^»//&^^ Order." All the Mmifterr of 
iFr^nce, and that of Her natural a/lies^ having made their appeal 
from the Government to the people^ our difcardea Minifters, om* own 
diftln^uijbed knights, are following their example, left the excellent 
pra<5^ice fliould grow out of faihion^ 

It is viery probable that the Oovernment will not condefcend to 
enter into a detail of the reafons for recalling this frenchified Ame- 
rican Minift^r ; but that fuificlent reafons exifted, every one« ex- 
cept a few hoodwinked idiots, is very well convinced of. .General 
as this convidtion is, however, I cannot promife that 1 ihall for- 
bear to bring forward thofe adions of his, which, I am certain, 
without any thing more, ought to have produced his recall. Let 
him go on with his vindication^ and thea let him prepare himfelf 
for a faliitc from my battery, 

^ t preftnf I ihall only obierve, that it is my fincere opinupp, 
tl his iirft letter to Mr. Pickering was written on the other hAt 
*• B is 4 of 
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Noah Wehjier fays, that the Members of Par- 
liament, " in oppofition to A dminift ration, have 
" made thci^ laft effort to ftem the tide of mi'' 
*^ nijierial and crown influerice by a propofition for a 
** reform in the national reprefentation. We have 
«^ not the whole of the debates ; but Mr. Fox*s quef- 
*' tion is one of the moll luminous difplays of ar- 
*^ gument and eloquence that has ever adorned the 
" debates of Parliament. ^He declares, and we 
*^ are Jlrongly inclined to helieve his opinion to bejii/ij 
*' that fuch a. reform is the laft and only chance tp 
*^ fave the prefent conflitution *•** 



* 



Saturday, 5^^ August. 

Spanijh Minifter. — Mr. Porcupine, Am^ong the 
charges alleged againft the Secretary of State by 



of the water, probably by his friend Barras hjmfclf. That it is % 
tranflation from the Fiench, no one who pays attention to the 
phrafeology of it, can doubt for a moment. For inilance : ♦* This 
** explains the caufe why I did not render my f elf here at a much 
** earlier period." — Do we ever make ufe of this idiom in Englifiii 
No ; we fay, " This is the reafon why I did not return lliher^^ 
" why I did not comehome^* — or fome fuch expreffion. Whatfhoukl 
we think of a man who, coming too late for dinner, were to fay 
'* I beg pardon for not rendering myfelffooneri** or of another, 
who fliould fay to his friend: *^Do me the plcafure to render 
•* yourfelf to my houfe this evening." Should we not fay at once, 
that the fpeakers were foreigners ? The French fay : Je ne meyen* 
dots pas id', that is, I did not render myf elf here \ and I defy the 
difcarded Minifler to find me fuch ^ mode or expreflion in any other 

■ language whatever. In ours, it is fo far from being in ufe, that^^ 
it is abfoluely without meaning, and could not poffibly haVe been 
adopted but by a tranflator who thought a ftrift adherence* to the 
letter of bis original paramounfrto everV other confideration. ' .^ 

* Thus is poor Noah, from being the eulogift of Mr. Pitt, be- 

■ come a convert to the pauper and his crew. This is moft abomt- 
Jnablje, to be ftjre ; yet I cannot fay but I love to fee him fhift, 
He does ir in fuch a plaulible way,' and with fo much gravity. He 
really holds a candle to the Devil >i^th the b^ft grace oi any man X 

' ner few,. 

the 
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the Spanifli Minifter, there is but one which does not 
carry its own refutation on its forehead ; and that one, 
though capable of an eafy and complete anlwer by a 
recurrence to dates and a few well-known fa«5l8, 
feems to have efcaped the attention of thofe writers 
who have commented with fo much fpirit and jufticc 
on the other parts of the attack. I allude to that 
part of the Spanifli Minifter's publication where he 
accufes the Secretary of State with having delayed 
for feveral days to lay before the Prefident certain 
intimations which he had communicated refpedling 
an intended expedition againft Lou ifiana from Ca- 
nada. This intimation, the Minifter fays, was made 
on the 2d of March ; and that on the 9th he had 
an interview with the Prefident, who had not then 
heard of it. From the printed correfpondence it ap- 
pears, that on the nth of March it had been laid 
before the Prefident, and an anfwer given. With- 
out remarking on the impertinence of a foreign Mi* 
jiifter's talking to the Prefident about public affairs, 
the only proper channel for which he knew to be the 
Secretary of State ; or the indecency of detailing in 
the newfpapers the particulars of a private and un- 
official converfation, I will content myfelf with call- 
ing the attention of your readers to the date of this 
tranfaflion. The 2d of March was one day before 
the late Prefident was to retire from his office. To 
make, the communication to him, therefore, would 
have been futile, becaufe it would not have been pof- 
fible for him to aft upon it ; there not being time to 
make the neceflary previous inquiries before his func- 
tions muft expire. The fame confideration would have 
rendered it improper to communicate even the Mi- 
nifter's verbal information, which he favs that he 
gave three days fooner; for with the addition of 
thofe three days, it was impoflible to imagine that 
the Prefident could take any fteps in the bufinefs. 
Was it not better, therefore, to defer the communi- 
Mtioa till the new Prefident ihould come into df- 
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iice, and make it to him ? Every body, inorW)vc!f, 
knows the preis of public bufinels at that moment. 
It was fo great, that Congrefs fat almoft the whole d^y 
of the 2d) and until pail eleven o'clock on the night 
of the 3d. "Vom the journals of the two Houfcs it 
appears, that as many as twenty-eight adts and 
reiblutionS) fome of them very long ones, were ap*- 
proved by the Prefident on thofe two days, in the 
coiwfe of which moft of them had been fent to him. 
It is well known that he hardly had time to read 
them ; and on the 3d was adlually obliged at mn 
early hour to leave the company at his own table 
for that purpofe.— Under all thefe circumftanccs it 
was hardly to be expedled, one would think, that 
the Secretary of State fhould immediately, without 
previous inquiry, run with this new affair to the 
Prelident, overwhelmed as he was with bufineik, 
and juft at the moment of quitting the office. On 
the 4th5 at twelve o'clock, the new Prelident eift^red 
on his functions. He could not immediately in tbt 
courfe of that afternoon go to work ; unlefs, indeec^ 
fome great and prefling affiair had demanded his at- 
tention. It may be laid that his adlive duties did net 
commence till the morning of the 5th. Whoever 
will refled on the great variety of affairs which muil 
have preffed on his attention at that moment/rodl 
all the departments, with the bufinefs and iituation df 
which, efpecially that of ftate, comprifing foreign af- 
£iirs, it was his duty to make himfelf immediately 
acquainted ; and will at the fame time recolledt, that, 
from the morning of the 4th and 5th to the iitb, 
when the Spanilh Minifler received an anfwer it 
his communication, only lix days had elapfed, will 
be inclined to wonder at the difpatch ufed in this 
trivial affair. 1 call it trivial, not with refpeft to 
the thing itfelf, but to the informatipn on which it 
refted, and which amounted to nothing more than 
a vague and general intimation from a foreign Mi- 
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nlfter, unfupported by proofs of any kind, accona*-' 
panied by no details or particular fa6ts on which the 
Government could a6t, and lince proved to have 
been wholly unfounded ; for it will be obferved^ 
in all that has tranfpired of Blount's confpiracy^ 
there is not one word, nor even a hint about aa 
expedition from Canada. — And yet the Secretary 
of State is abufed in the mofi: opprobrious manner 
by this perfon, who forgets equally what is due to 
decorum and felf-refpedt ; and the vilefi infinuations 
are levelled againft his chara6ter and public conduiSl^ 
becaufe fix days were fufFered to elapfe before the 
Prefident, preffed as he was by the weight and 
multiplicity of public bufinefs which demanded his 
attention at the moment of coming into office^ 
was troubled with an intimation of this kind !---* 
After all, had this delay been longer, or lefs necet- 
iary, the Spanifh Minifier ihould have been the 
kiil perfon on earth to complain of it ; for he had 
himfelf been guilty of a much greater in an afifair 
of far fuperior importance ; and where he had not 
^ven the appearance of a plaufible excufe. On the 
i6th of March, as appears by the fame printed cor*- 
reipondence, the Secretary of State, by order of the 
Prefident, applied to this Minifler to know whether 
gny, and what fiieps had been taken by the Spanifh 
Government for evacuating the pofts on the Mifliiffip- 
pi. He faw no anfwer till the 17th of April. On that 
day he acknowledged the receipt of the letter, and 
declared that he had been prevented from anfwering it 
** by an indifpofition from which he had not yet 
^' fully recovered. In this interval however, of a 
month and a day, it is perfectly well known that 
he was not prevented from tranfailing bufinefs at 
home, or going abroad ; and yet he was prevente4 
from giving an anfwer to a letter officially addrcflcd 
to him, as he knew, by exprefs order of the Pre-^* 
fident, and relating to a fubjedl of no lefs importance 
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than the execution of a treaty ! His letter of the 
17th is very fhort; merely (tating that he was fur- 
liifhed with no information whether arrangements 
were made or not for evacuating the pbfts. This 
Ihort anfwer he was for a whole month prevented 
from giving by an indifpofition which did not 
evan confine him to his houfe for a fortnight. It 
is indeed a fadl^ the undeniable proof of which 
cxifts, and will appear before the public in due time, 
that on or about the aoth of March, four days 
after the Secretary of State's letter was written, 
and when in common civility it ihould already have 
been anfwered, the Spanifh Mitiifter did receive 
pcrfons on bufinefs^ and wrote at confiderable 
length. He knows that proof of this fa<51: cxifis 
out of his power, and therefore he will not contradid: 
it. What then muft be thought of his aflertion, 
that he was prevented for a month by indifpofition 
from anfwering the important and official inquiry 
of the Secretary of State ? The anfwer itfelf, when 
he did give it, was as little conformable to a candid 
and friendly condudl: as the delay was to good 
manners, or the excufe for it to truth. Though 
cvafively and ambiguoufly exprefled, it is calculated 
to convey the idea that he did not know whether 
the treaty was about to be executed or not.— His 
words are: " Several months have elapfed fince I 
received a letter from the Baron de Carondelet, and 
ofcourfe I am deprived of any information touching 
the fteps taken for the execution of the treaty.'* 
This is even calculated to leave an imprejSion, that 
the treaty was to be executed, though he was not 
informed of the fleps taken for that purpofe. Set- 
ting afide the impoffibility of believing that a Spanifh 
Minifter here fhould have been feveral months 
without receiving letters from the Governor of a 
Spanifli province adjoining our territories, with 
whom it was his cuilom and his duty to correfpond, 
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it remains peffedlly certain that this man, while he 
was pretending to know nothing abouj the matter, 
and leaving our Government under an impreffion 
that the treaty was going into execution, knew 
perfedlly well that it would not be executed : for 
it appears from the iame printed correfpondence, that 
at the time of writing this anfwer he had giveno 
the Baron de Carondelet that information about 
the ^nvafion from Canada, all the particulars 
whereof he concealed from our Government, highly 
interefied as it was in knowing them, and which 
was immediately made the pretext for withholding 
the pofls on the Miffiflippi. When the people of 
America Ih^U have reflefted on thefe fads, and 
compared them with the printed correfpondence, 
and the letter of the Spanilh Minifter, they will 
decide how far his condudl has been confiftent 
with decency, his affertions with truth, or his 
charges againft the Secretary of State with juflica 
and propriety. Civis, 

SYMPATHY. 

However various are the minds of men, 
Howe'er in general points they difagree. 

Yet are they moftly bound in one fine chain, 
Which is no lefs than gti\i\t fympatJjy. 

Almoftin every bread it (lily deals 

When hearing dories of congenial woe ; 

And much we fear for thofe who fufFer ills, 
Which we have known, or which twefear to knonum 

Tell Jack the fportfman you have loft your/oft^ 
He hums a tune, and fays he's very forry ; 

But tell him you have broke a favourite gun ; 
He fwears and fighs, — 'tis quite a different dory. 

Tell Bache that babbling Giles has /^ his tongue^ 
The hireling fays he's forry for't, or fo ; 

But, do but hint that Lloyd or Carey's hnng^ 

He*ll die with fear, or break his heart with woe; 



American Patriotifm. — Hugh Connolly, of New- 
YoxV^ is on board a French European privateer, a6l- 



^%K GAZETTE SELECTIONS. 

iflg as an officer. — One of the French privateers, 
mentioned in our laft to be taken by the Engliih, 
adually belonged to New- York : her name was al- 
tered. 



JIfewrotf.— When Citizen Monroe was called to ac- 
count by the health-officers for coming on ihore 
without the ufual formalities, be pleaded ignoranee 
of the laws and regulatmis of that office ; in confe- 
quence of which, the pilot was about to lofe bis 
place for negle<51ing to inform him of them. The 
man pleaded Not guilty, and appHed to the Citizen 
for a certificaie of his having given him all the neceffary 
information on the fubjeit^ which certificate, we un- 
der Aand, was immediately given I — Let us hope, there- 
fore, that, in the vindication which the Citizen is pre- 
paring, he will have the modefty to advance nothing 
upon his own veracity. 

Scratch for Scratch. — Extract from the Salem Gra- 
Wtte. — " In the neat^ elegant^ and clafjical i^^l^Tj called 
The Farmers Weekly Miifeum^ we find the follow- 
ing handfome tribute to editorial merit : — * We 
are much plea&d with the ftyle and arrangement 
of the original poetical articles in the Centinel and 
Salem Gazette. The editor of the firfl: has long 
been celebrated for the ndivetS of his paragraphs ; 
and ih€i fummary and poetical ftle6tions of the lafl:, 
are fuperior to any thing of the kind in America'." 
What would you think of a man who fhould flop 
you in the ilreet to tell you, that Mifs fuch a one 
thought him a very handfome fellow ? Would yoa 
not fet him down for a fop of mofl- incorrigible va- 
nity ? And what then do you think of the editor of 
the Salem Gazette^ who iiops you in the mtdfi of his 
news, to tell you that the neat, elegant, and clafjical 
Farmers Mufeum has given his Jimmary and poetical 
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JeJeSions tbe preference to every thing of the kind 10 
America ? 

I by no means willi to call in queflion the merits 
of the Fanners Mufeian^ or that of either of the papers 
it ip candidly and liberally commends ; but I do call 
in qu^ftion the propriety of either of thofe papers 
becoming the vehicle of thefe commendations. At 
uny rate, if the editor of the Salem Gazette muft re- 
gale u$ with this " handfome tribute of editorial merit ^ 
h^ flbould have forborne to accompany it*with an eu- 
logium on the paper from whence this tribute was 
taken : for though one good turn may, and certainly 
does, deferve another ; though the mountebank doc- 
tor claps the clown on the back, and the clown claps 
the doiSor, every fpecftator of common fenfe, thougb 
be lajughs at their tricks, defpifes them both. 

ThiOi^hilanthroptJis^'^^^ A fociety," fays a late French 
paper, ^* has lately been formed in Paris, which every 
friend to morality muft regard with pleafure. It is 
called the fociety of Theophilantbropi/isj or Worjhip^ 
purs of God and Friends of Man. They regularly ob-r 
ferve the fabbath on every feventh day, correfpond- 
ing to Sunday, giving the title oi Moral and Religious 
Feftivah to their general meetings, which take place 
on this day at eleven o'clock in the forenoon. Their 
exercifes confift in reading and fpeaking, interfperfed 
with finging. The principles and forms adopted by 
this inftitution are fuch, that it cannot be coniidered 
as an. cxclufive religious feft : its objedl is to recall 
ta the practice of religious worfhip thofe who arc 
nQw attached to no particular form ; at the fame timQ 
that its exercifes may be obferved as moral pradlices 
hy the difciples of all religions. This fociety does 
not pretend to eftablilh a particular fe<5t, neither ab^ 
joringf; nor oppofing the principles^ of any other. 
They' have no rites, no priefthood. Their deiign is 
to bring forward no opuuaa but what may fuit the 
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moral and religious opinion of every country. It is 
the eafier for them to keep within thefe bounds, as 
their tenets arc lucb, that every one muft agree in their 
morality; fuch as can occafion no (eflarian diiputes; 
and the name they have alTumed comprehending the 
two principal objedls of every fe6l, their duty to God 
and their fellow-men. — A fecond fociety is formed 
on the fame principles, with this difference, that the 
days of worlhip are celebrated on the decades, on 
every tenth day, at the fame place and hour with 
the former *." 



Monday, 7^^ August. 

French Charadfer^ Principles, and llrjus : hy afouiherrt 
Gentleman, — Extract: of a letter from a Gentleman in 
the fouthward, to his friend in this city, in confe- 
qnence of the latter having fent him a copy of Mr. 
tiarper's pamphlet. 
Dear Sir, 

I am very much obliged to you for the mark of 
your remembrance, which you have been kind 
enough to fend me. I have read it vvithf much plea- 
fure, and am glad to fee fuch a colle6tion of intcreft- 
ing information fo well commented upon, I onlj^ 
hope it will be as extenfively circulated. I feel great 
fatisfaciion in being able to (ay, that I agree with the 
author moft perfe611y in his opinions of French 
views and French principles, and the neceffity of 
refifting French infolence and encroachments. It 
is truly ridiculous to hear them ftill talking of their 



* French piety is of a very convenient kind. They laid it by 
while they butchered all the valuable part of the nation, and let 
loofe the ragamuffins of other nations to imitate their example f 
Uut now the rafcals iiave acquired (bme plunder (for this hypocn- 
tical pretence about religion is a mere political trick) ; now they 
want to preferve what they have ftolen, they are endeavouriag to 
i3:-hijmnnize the lavages tlwt fqrround.ther«* - • ' 
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;enerofity, and our obligations, while the only 
Venchman perhaps who eflentially promoted the 
eftablifliment of American independence, was Mr. 
De Grafle, the day on which he broke his inftruc- 
tions and hazarded an engagement with Admiral 
Rodney. That defeat humbled the pride, exhaufted 
the refources, and lowered the pretentions of France ; 
and that alone, perhaps, was the means of refcuing 
us from the common fate of thofe nations who have 
been under the neceffity of calling in the alliftance 
of others more powerful than themfelves. The abo- 
minable duplicity, diflimulation, and treachery of 
France, under the prefent as well as under the an- 
cient regime, authorize any opinion of enormity 
which the mod heated imagination can impute to 
them ; and nothing but the demon of fadtion, or 
the imperfedlion, and prefumption, and infatuation of 
human nature! could have obtained for that horde 
of aflaffins and plunderers any fort of regard or re- 
fpc6t among us. I confefs, however, that my do- 
teftation of the French has not arifen quite fo much 
from their particular treatment of us, as from the ge- 
neral tenour of their condudl towards other nations, 
and towards the individuals of their own nation. 

That which is common to all, is not exclufively 
criminal in any ; and I feel no more for French than 
for Britifh, or Dutch, or Spanifh, or Algerine fpo- 
liations : but of the French I have the greateft' dc- 
teflation, becaule I have the word opinion of their 
national character. The French imagine thenifelveS 
to be a mild and humane people, gay in profperity, 
and philofophers under afflidlion ; that is, they have 
their full fhare of human vanity, joined, perhaps, 
to good animal fpirits ; but thofe who have no feel- 
ing for themfelves, how can they feel for others ? 
iBelides, we have the confeflion of one oF the rooft 
prejudiced of their countrymen, that " there is not 
fo ferocious a nation as the French," ** that the true 
VOL, VI, c c French 
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French national charadter is a mixture of the tig^ 
and the monkey ; fometimes the monkey is upper- 
moft, and fometimes the tiger." And from the hor- 
rors of the St. Barthelemi ; the repeated devaftations 
of the Palatinate ; Ihe dreadful cruelties in the viU 
lage of Booergrove in Holland, and in the neighbour- 
hood of Londonderry in Ireland ; their fanguinary 
and mercilefs fpirit in all their civil wars, down to 
the long lift of atrocities during the prefent revolu- 
tion : from all thefe we may conclude, that they have 
no more idea of humanity than a tiger, who fpares 
only what he cannot overtake ; and no more idea of 
liberty than a monkey, who fees no other ufe of it 
than to wafte and to dcflroy. All nations indeed 
are not fit for the fudden pofleflion of freedom, and 
all, or almoft all, have, I fuppofe, been occafionally 
cruel ; fome from fup^rfiition, fome from jealoufy, 
fome for mercantile profit, and the reft for plunder : 
but the French are cruel for the love of cruelty. If 
the confinement of individuals be juft andneccflary, 
let them be confined ; if their deaths be juft and 
neceflary, let them die ; but the wound which muft 
be inflidled, let us inflift with regret, and the mifer- 
able vi6lim whom we are obliged to execute, let us 
treat with gentlenefs. Let us endeavour to alleviate 
what we cannot avert ; and let us give way to the 
angry paflions, and let us reftrain the offices of hu- 
manity, no farther than may be abfolutely neceflary. 
When a young officer advances to furrender, and 
offers up his fword, it may be neceffary to refufe him, 
quarter ; but who, except Frenchmen, would think 
of raifing his expedafcions of life bv affected aflurances 
of the moft profound refpeA, ana the greateft poffible 
defire of obliging, in order to have the malicious 
'plcafure of daftiing thofc hopes, and of increafing 
the titter of the whole troop at his death, 'by his 
agouies of furprlic ^and difappointment ? Who but 
a French General would boaft, as the Duke of Lux- 
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cm1x)urg did in 167a, th^t the defenceless and uii- 
r^fifting villages which he wrapt in flames, made des 
nobles feux dejoie ? Who would exult that they had 
thefe nobles feux dejoie every day as regularly as the 
returns of an ague ? What Legiflature of the preient 
age but that g( France, would think of paffing a 
decree, degaieti de cceur^ to forbid giving quarter to 4 
vanquifhed enemy ? Who but they would keep pri- 
foners in a flate of prolonged ftarvation, and makd 
them fing merry fongs upon the advantages of living 
a la gamelle ? Who elfe would imagine the bleed* 
ing the condemned before they were led to execution, 
in order to dejeft them by the lols of animal fpirits, 
that the dread of death may be increafed and embit- 
tered, and that a relief may be given to the amuf^i* 
ment of the fpedlacle ? Who but they would drown 
children between a man and a woman, that they 
might give it a ludicrous appellation of a marriage ? 
Who but they would fufFer the headlefs bodies of the 
women whom they had juft executed, to be fhoved 
flioulders foremoft from the fcaffold into the cart, in 
order to afford an opportunity of joking upon the 
indecent appearance made by their reverfed limbs, ia 
the lafl: convulfions ? Who but Frenchmen, aftet 
violating the fitters, and daughters, and wives that 
were attending their wounded relations in an hofpital— 
who but Frenchmen would think of amufing them*- 
ielves with the horrid arrachemens despoils^ imtil in» 
fulted, and outraged, and tortured nature begged fo^ 
death as a bleffing ? No— French principles, and 
French views of aggrandizement, and French fpolia* 
tions, are nothing in comparifon of all this^; they 
may be dreadful, but they are incident to humanity ; 
they are to be guarded againft or refifted : but what 
I complain of, what I abhor anddetefl: inihe French 
national char^(^er is, that mixture of levity and fero** 
cioufnefs, of merriment and barbarity, and that fa<- 
f:ility of committing the moft cnormouft excelpTes, with 

Gc 2L a laugh 



388 GAZETTE SELECTIONS. 

a laugh or a fneer, or a fool-born jeft. I am very 
far from imagining that all Frenchmen are of this 
flamp ; the little that I know of their hiftory convinces 
me that they are not ; and feveral with whom I have 
been perfonally acquainted, I have, \vith all my pre- 
judices againft their nation, refpecSled, efteemed, and 
loved ; and I have always been taught to confider the 
vieux militaire Franfois as one of the beft and moft 
refpedable characters among men ; nor do I imagine 
it of much confequence, when our heads are off, 
whether the fpeftators laugh or cry, or whether we 
are fhoved flioulders foremoft or feet foremoft into 
the cart ; but to a woman of any decency, death it* 
felf muft be lefs painful than that anticipation of the 
manner in which fhe knows fhe is to be expofed im- 
mediately afterwards ; and what veftige of human 
kindnefs can remain in hearts capable of laughing 
and jefling at the miferies of others ? The meafure 
of injuries may be afccrtained between nations as be- 
tween individuals, but the meafure of infults never 
can. You may be able to tell how many fhips, 
and brigs, and fchooners have been taken, and the 
value of their cargoes, and the quantum of mercan- 
tile profit, and the whole may be reimburfed ; but 
what payment or what profit can fatisfy an invafion 
of your fovereignty, an impeachment of your honour 
and honefty, and an infolent demand upon you to 
defcend from that pqual ftation among the nations of 
tlie earth, to which nature, and nature's God, entitle 
you ? There is always too fome excufe for an injury ; 
it may be greatly convenient, or it may be laid to be 
(6 ; but an infult can never be excufed, becaufe it 
never can be ufeful. Mr. Pinckncy might have been 
difmiffed by the Directory, without their availing 
themfelves of an obfolete idiom of ^heir language^ 
in order to addrefs him by an oflfenfive appellation, 
and without threatening him with their police. 

French 
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French Generofity. — Baltimore, Augiift 4. — Moft 
agreeable — if true. — From the Norfolk Herald of 
July 29. — ^Yefterday arrived the fchooner William, 
Captain Linnel, from Granada, which place he left 
the 4th of July, in company with the fchooner 
Nancy, Palmer, of and from New-London. On the 
9th infiant, while in company with the above fchoo- 
ner, about fix leagues eaft pf St. Croix, was brought 
to by two French privateers, which had left Guada- 
loupe the day before on a cruifc ; they fent their boats 
alongfide the two fchooners, and carried the two 
captains, with their papers and letters, on board the 
privateers ; after examining them, . they told them 
that they had particular orders not to flop or difturb 
any American veflel, and were very forry they had • 
put fhem out of their courfe, and treated them with 
every civility. One of the French failors that camc^ 
on board the William had taken a fmall pig, and 
was carrying it away, but the Captain of the priva- 
teer ordered him to return it, and threatened to pu- 
nifli him feverely if he did the like again. On 
fearching theWilliam they found fix hundred dollars, 
which the mate had in his care ; on which they ob- 
ferved that there was no need to hide it, as they 
ihould take nothing without it appeared to be Eng- 
lifh property. One of the privateers was a floop or 
cutter, mounting fourteen fix-poundcrs and 120 
men ;the other was a ihip of twenty-two fix-pound- 
ers and 191 men. They informed they were cruif- 
ing for the Englilh convoy that was to leave the 
Weft Indies by the 24th infiant. While Captain 
Linnel was on board the cutter, (he carried away hjr 
main boom, and bore away for Porto Rico*. 

Bijhop 



* This I take to be a lure to inveigle the Americans from home, 
and to induce them to fail from the Weft Indies without convoy, 
"^he plundering villains had been ordered to let a velfel or two of 
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Bi/hop of New- York. — A New- York, paper (ays, 
that a complete fet of bells for Trinity church has 
been received by the Favourite, Captain Drum- 
mond, from London. The bells are eight in num- 
ter, with the fixtures complete of frames, wheels, 
topes, &c. The largeft weighs upwards of 24001b. 
being much heavier than any other in the city. Mr. 
Rice, formerly organift of Trinity church, and well 
known for his muucal Ikill, who has intereAed him- 
felf in feeing them properly executed, writes that he 
has heard them rung, and finds the found entirely 
harmonious ; he adds, that the frame^j being of the 
beft Englilh oak, will laft feveral hundred years 
without the leaft decay *• 



TuKSDAY, 8*^ August. 

French Craft. — A member of the French Divan has 
propofed, that the Square of the Revolution^ at Paris, 
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little value efcape, that the report might fpread through the conti- 
nent, and bring them better prey. It was, as they call it, doitner 
tin aufpour a^joir un hceuf^ or, in the language of Chrifiians, throw* 
ittg a/prat to catch a herring.'-^Thtiv hook is out ; they are now 
angling in all our bays ; nor have I the leaft doubt that the credu- 
lity of our good merchants will foon fumiih them with charming 
iport* 

The way in which this pews is announced, is, among thoufands 
of others, a mark of that tamenefs of fpirit that has taken poiTef* 
lion of the country. What docs it amount to if true ? That an 
American veifel has efcaped being plundered on the highfeas, 
though met by a French privateer. Moft agreeable and moft •ujwi- 
derful news indeed ! — ^When a dozen or twenty of our veflcls ar- 
rive in fafety under convoy of Britijhjhips ofiuar^ the news is never 
announced as " agreeable 'y* but, if a rafcally French privateer 
fpares a fingle vefTel, it is immediately trumpeted forth as tidings 
that ought to gladden every heart. 

* As thefe bells are hung on the beft EngUJh oak^ it is to be 
hoped that the Right Rev. Father in God, the Bifhop of New-York, 
will never give his fpecial permiffion for them to be rung in cele- 
bration of the viftories ot th^ French atheifls (particularly on a 
9utfd^;ffJi as be did in i ^94, 

where 
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where the guillotine flood, and where upwards of 
a hundred heads were chopped off daily for feveral 
months, fhould now take the name of the Sqtcare of 
Peace ; and that a monument to the armies ftiould be 
eredled in the middle of it, in order, faid he, " to 
cover the crimes of the revolution with our military 
glory^ — Pastoret, the fellow who made this pro- 
pofition, is a cunning fcoundrel ; but he and his 
blackguard colleagues are very much miftaken if 
they think to blind the prefent or the future genera- 
tion by the eredlion of a monument or the nick- 
naming of a fquare. The page of their hiftory they 
have for ever ftained ; they have fteeped it in human 
gore, and it will flare their pofterity in the face, and 
render the name of Frenchman fynonymous with 
that of murderer as long as the name Ihall be in ufe 
among the nations. — And as to their *^ military glory ^'^ 
trifling indeed muft be the crimes that that would 
cover. Their vidlories have, in no one inftance, been 
the fruit of either their valour or their fortitude^ but 
of terror at home and corruption abroad. 

Impartiality .^--^ohody will forget the outcry 
raifed by certain gazettes and their fupporters againft 
the Britifli Minifler, on account of jBlount*s affair, 
which however he difcouraged when it was mention- 
ed to him, nor is there a fliadow of evidence to fhow 
that he had any concern in it. Neither will it be 
forgotten that thofe are the lame perfons, and the 
fame papers, whereby Genet was formerly vindicated 
in his open and well-proved attempts to raife an army 
in our territory, and the Executive loaded with abufe 
for having oppofed him. On a recent occafion the 
like laudable impartiality has been manifefled. From 
the confeflion of McLean, lately convi6led of trea- 
fon in Canada, it appears that he was furnifticd with 
a certificate from Mr. Adet, which he carried con- 
cealed in bis ihge : but this flrqpg appearance of con- 

q c 4 nexion 
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nexion between a French Minifler here, and a citi- 
zen of this country employed in exciting infurrec- 
tion among our neighbours, has efcaped the ani- 
madverfions, and even the obfervation, of thofe 
watchful guardians of our neutrality, 

Coit. — ^It will be long recollected that Mr. Coit 
adled the part of a Marplot in the congreffional 
farce, with which we were entertained fome time 
ago. In confequence of his excellent performance, 
the French papers at Boflon (the Chronicle in parti- 
cular), larded him on his return, with a great deal of 
welUdeferved praife. But it feems that Mr* Coit^ 
inftead of deriving fatisfadlion from this public ac- 
knowledgment of his attachment to the French, was 
very much offended at it, and that he adlually fent 
the editors of the paper called the Chronicle the 
following moft ludicrous card : 

Mr, Coit prefents his compliments to Meffrs. 
Adams and Larkin, and apprehending that a cor- 
refpondent of theirs under the lignature of ^ Mid- 
*^ dlcfex,' in the Chronicle of the 3d inft. has much 
*^ miflaken Mr. C.'s chara6ler and principles — and 
*' that any correfpondent of theirs who may be dif- 
pofed to make honourable mention of him, will 
be under the likemiftake — takes the liberty to beg 
the favour of Meffrs. A. and L. that they will not 
again publifti any eulogium on him. And will- 
ing to remove any miftaken impreffions, which 
the publication alluded to' may have made, Mn 
" C. furt^ier aiks as a favour of the editors of the 
" Chronicle, that they will be fo obliging as to pub- 
** lifh this note *." 

Spanijh 



* The ridiculous embarraflment that this gentleman's equwocal 
condu£t (to give it the mildeil epithet) has brought him into, ought 
to be a profitable lefibn to all trimmer i% The poor maa might as 

#. wc\l 
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Spanijh Mtntfter and old M'Kean. — It is faid that 
Genet is in the city incog, and it is generally fuppofed 
that he has been invited hither as chamber counfel- 
lor for the Spanifli Minifter, in his profecution of P. 
Porcupine^ which we have the pleafure to inform our 
readers is in a fair way of coming to a head. 

The little Don, we are informed, has, for fome 
time paft, been extremely affiduous in his addreffes 
to Mtfs M^Kean, the amiable daughter of poor Penn- 
fylvania's Chief Juftice, — What were his motives in 
commencing this fuit we Ihall leave our readers to 
divine. 

A <iuefl:ion for lawyers. — Is it poflible for a man to 
write a libel on a monkevy though that monkey be the 
tool of a baboon ? 



Wednesday, 9^^ August. 

Civis*s Remarks on Monroe^ s Letter to Mr. Picker^ 
ing. — ^The angry Ex-minifter to. France, Monroe, has 
made a new difcovery in ourconftitution ; that a dif- 
placed officer is to be confidered in the light of an in- 
jured party, entitled to redrefs. 

Firft, How is he injured ? The Executive, exer- 
cifing its undoubted conftitutional powers, has dif- 
placed him. Why ? Becaufe it thought him unfit 
for the place. Who was to judge of this ? The 
Executive folely. And on what was its judgment to 
be founded ? On reafons of which it ought to be the 
fole judge* for the conftitution do^s not fay that of- 
ficers fhall be removed by the Executive for fuch and 



well have accepted of the emlogium of the fans-culottes, for he may 
be afTured he 11 never be honoured with one from a federal pen. It 
mud not be forgotten that he was not always fo ?nodeft as at pre- 
fent. While at Philadelphia he fnuffed up the filthy incenfe of 
Bacbe and the O'Careys, without expreffing the leaft diflike to it. 
The northern air haii I fuppofe, operated a refinement in his 
iinelling faculties. 

fuch 
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fuch caufcs, or on convidion of fuch and fuch of- 
fences ; but at its pleafure. The Executive, there* 
fore, having exercifed in the cafe of Monroe its con- 
liitutional power and difcretion, and no more, has 
done him no injury. As well might a man convi6t- 
cd by a jury of a crime, complain of injury, becaufe, 
purfuing their conftitutional powers of deciding upon 
the credibility of teftimony, they had found him 
guilty : they anfwer, Becaufe we believed the tefti- 
mony. But it was not worthy of belief; Of that, 
they reply, we were to judge. 

As well might a man who folicits an office, and 
is refufed, complain, and demand the reafon. The 
enfwer is, that he was thought an improper perfon v 
but, fays he, I am not improper; you do me injuf- 
tice, and I claim a difcuffion before the public, which 
will fhow me more favour. The Executive replies, 
I am to judge of your fitnefs, not the public, and it 
is enough that I do not think you fit. 

Since the Executive and not the public is refpon- 
fible for the condudl of officers, the conftitution 
has wifely provided that thie Executive and not the 
public ihould judge of their qualifications. It has 
indeed, by the power of impeachment, given the other 
two branches the means of removing an unworthy 
officer whom the Prefident might attempt to retain 
in his place, but no where has it given to any man, 
or number of men, the means of keeping an officer 
in place againft the will of the Executive. 

If it were allowable to jeft on fo lerious a fubje<3*, 
one might very aptly compare Mr. Monroe's con- 
dudl to that of a man, who, being difcarded or re- 
fufed by a lady, fhould infifl on knowing her rea- 
fons. She would fay, I do not like you ; I do not 
think you a proper perfon to be my huiband- So the 
Executive fays to Mr. Monroe, It was my pleafurt 
to remove you, becaufe I did not think you a fit per^ 
fpo to remain as Minifter of France, I once die} 
< thin); 
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think you fit> and appointed you, but I was de- 
ceived, and, finding my miftake, I remove you. 

This man's conduct reminds one of the ftory told 
of Swift, from whom Docftor Fell inlifled on know- 
ing the reafon why Swift declined his acquaintance. 
The Dean anfwered, 

I do not like you, Do^or Fell, 
The reafon why I need not tell, 
But I don't lik# you, Dodor Fell. 

In the fecond place, why has not this difcovery 
been made fooner ? Other officers have been re- 
moved before Mn Monroe, and yet nobody heard of 
their complaints. Whatever refentment they might 
have felt, and no doubt they all believed themfelves 
as much injured as Mr. Monroe believes himfelf, yet 
they had fenfe and modefty enough to hold their 
tongues. When this man's predeceffor, Mr. Mor- 
ris, was removed, no reafon was ever afked or af- 
ligned. ' 

Mr. Short was removed from Madrid, but nothing 
has been faid about reafons. Two colle6lors of the' 
cufloms have lately been removed from very lucra- 
tive places, but no demand or account of reafons. 
Hitherto the principles of the conftitution in this re- 
fpedl have been underftood and fubmitted to ; but no 
fooner does a removal fall upon one of, that turbu- 
lent fedl, whofe conflant maxim it is to make all law, 
order, and principle, bend to their own perfonal gra- 
tification or advantage, than an outcry is raifed, and 
the old changes all rung about dcfpotifm and arbi- 
trary power. Condemned criminals complain of the 
dcfpotifm of juries ; Jacobins complain of the dcfpot- 
ifm of laws : rioters and drunken vagabonds comr 
plain of the dcfpotifm of the police ; and for the fame 
reafon it is natural to hear officers, difplaced for their 
incapacity or mifcondudl, complain of the dcfpotifm 
of Adminiflration. It was referved however for the 
Vanity and turbulent indifcretioa of this man to make 

the 
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the complaint in the newfpapers. He has iiidced 
one example in his favour, that of Dodlor Romayne, 
who has lately publifhed bitter complaints againft the 
defpotifm of a Committee of the Houfe of Reprefent- 
ativcs, which, in purfuance to its inflrucSions and 
authority, fent for him and his papers to be examined 
as to a confpiracy wherein he evidently appeared to 
be an accomplice. 

It is to be aikcd in the third place, what end Mr. 
Monroe propofcs to himfelf in thisbufinefs ? Is it to 
juftify his own condudl ? If fo,- the objecfl might 
have been efFe6led without a quarrel with the Admi- 
niflration. He knew what his condudl had been, and 
might explain it ; and fhould a recurrence to his cor- 
refpondence be neceflary, that, we fee, is allowed to 
him. Was it to Ihow that the Executive had adted 
improperly towards him ? Still that might be done 
without an altercation, without demanding the rea- 
fon of his recall. If he has been ill treated, it muft 
have been by fome particular a6l ; let him explain 
that a(5t. If the ill treatment confifled ia his recall, 
let him fhow that there was no good reafon for his 
recall, which may be done by flatinghis condu6l and 
his correfpondence. Since the Executive has thought 
fit to recall him, the prefumption is, that they had 
fnfficient reafons for doing fo, and he mufl prove the 
contrary if he vvifhes to inculpate ihem, or vindicate 
himfelf 

P^inally,1s it the object of all this buftle to arraign 
the general fyflem of foreign relations adopted by the 
Adminiftration, and fandlioned by Congrefs ? If fo, it 
is a public queflion with which the recall of Mr. 
Monroe, or the reafons for it, have nothing to do. 
The fads are public and generally known, and the 
documents are in the hands of every body, except 
fuch as Mr. Monroe may fuppofe to exift in his un- 
publillied correfpondence, to which it appears he 
was moft readily allowed acccfs. He has moreover 
2 informed 
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informed us, that^ without hearing the reafons of his 
recall, he had refolved to enter into a difcuflion on 
this fubjeft. 

He has, indeed, pretended to lay great flrefs on 
the communication of thofe reafons ; but with that 
inconfiilency into which men of great vanity and 
little fenfe are perpetually betrayed, he tells us him- 
felf that he did not want to know them, being al- 
ready well apprized what they were. If he knew 
them himfelf, why demand a difclofure from the 
Executive ? If he thought it important for the public 
to know them, why does he not, poflefling, as he 
fays, that knowledge himfelf, explain them to the 
public ? 

His conduA is marked with the extremeft folly in 
another particular. He was recalled by the former 
Prefident, who is now out of office, and from whofe 
fucceffor he demands the reafons of the recall. The 
fucccfibr can know nothing about it perfonally. 
The Secretary of State firft declining, for the raoft 
convincing reafons, to enter into any official explana- 
tions on that fubje^l, offers however to flate as a pri- 
vate individual the reafons which had induce^d him to 
advife the recall ; his colleagues make the fame offer : 
now it is manifeft that in this cafe nothing more 
could poffibly be done. The Prefident was not 
bound to follow the advice of thefe gentlemen, nor 
to inform them of the grounds on which he finally 
made his determination. He heard their reafons, 
weighed them, and refolved according to the refult 
of his own refledlions. The Secretary of State could 
know only this refult, and the reafons for that advice 
which he and his colleagues had given ; but the 
grounds on which the Prefident finally decided re- 
mained in his own breaft ; or, if communicated to 
them, were communicated merely as matters of pri- 
vate conjfidence, as they might have been to any 
9fheir individuals. Thcfe gentlemen therefore have 

offered 
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ofFered Mr. Monroe all the information which it i§ 
poflible for tbem to give ; if he wants more he ihould 
go to General Wafhington, who alone can anfwer 
for the private reafons which guided his own deter- 
mination. Yet this Mr. Monroe, after all his cla- 
mour about reafons, pofitively refufes to accept, and 
abufes them becaufe they do not give more. 

Yet if he really wilhed to fatisfy either himfelf or 
the public about the reafons of his recall, if he really 
wilhed an opportunity of vindicating himfelf, or 
fhowing that the Adminiftration had a<Sled on im» 
proper grounds, it is manifeft that this information 
would fully anfwer his purpofe ; for although the 
reafons whereby thofe gentlemen fupported their ad- 
vice to the Prefident, could not be ftated officially 
and pofitively by them as the grounds on which he 
a6ted, no perfons would doubt that they were fo in 
fa&. The public would no doubt confider them as 
the reafons for Mr. Monroe's recall, and he might im- 
mediately fet about refuting them. 

This however is moft evidently foreign from his 
purpofe. He wifhes to aft a part ; to make a buftle 
tod figure on the political theatre ; to hold himfelf 
up as a martyr to popular principles, and the popular 
caufe ; to enter into a conteft with the Adminiftra- 
tion, and become the champion, perhaps the leader 
of a party, which he vainly and fooliflily imagines 
himfelf able efFe61ually to ferve. If he fought onjy 
his own juftification he would take a different courfe. 
If he wifhed to point out errors in policy, for public 
information and benefit, flill his courie would be 
different. He intends to become not the Hambden 
of his country, for then he would a6l like Hambden ; 
but the Wilkes of his party ; and accordingly he pur- 
fues the fleps of Wilkes, without having fuch firm 
ground to tread on. His friends, however, if he 
has any who pofTefs more referve and difcernment 
than himfelf, with fome fhare of candour, will in- 
form 
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form him that he falls infinitely fhort of Wilkes in 
the talents of a demagogue ; and from a little read- 
ing he may learn that Wilkes, with all his talents, 
though he got a place, has funk into univerfal con- 
tempt through his fadlious, turbulent, and unprin- 
cipled conduft. Civis^ 

Genoa. — Paris, June i . THe Executive Directory 
received yefterday, by an extraordinary courier, dis- 
patches from Citizen Faypoult, Minifler of the Re- 
public at Genoa, which ftate, that at the moment 
of the courier's leaving that place the city was the 
theatre of a fanguinary revolution. On the 21 ft of 
May, a confiderable aflemblage of perfons, preceded 
by three chariots, filled with tri- coloured cockkdes, 
paffed through the different ftreets, finging patriotic 
airs, and crying, *^ Down with the nobles — down 
*^ with the privileged orders — liberty for ever !'* 
Then they proceeded to the Salle des Spe6lacles. All 
the carriages which were in the avenues were broken 
in pieces, and the liveries torn. Several perfons have 
been the vi(5tims of this terrible commotion, as the 
courier declares that he faw lixteen heads carried in 
triumph at the ends of pikes. After much delibe- 
ration, the Diredlory fent off a courier to Greneral 
^onaparte. 

Genoa was in the greateft confuflon at the depar- 
ture of a courier on the 2 2d of May. Armed men, 
followed by a farious multitude, had delivered them- 
fclves up to the moft horrible excefTes. Four Sena- 
tors had been mafTacred, and their houfes pillaged. 
5'he Doge had fied. The refufel of the little coun- 
cil to eftablifh a chamber of commerce, was the 
motive, or rather the vain pretext, of the infurredlion, 
direfted, according to every appearance, againft the 
Very form of the prefent government. The French 
Minifter, Faypoult, bad ifTucd-a proclanjation, for- 
bidding 
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bidding the French to take any part in the diAurb* 



ances'^ 



Fallen Royalty. — It grieves me to fee what I am 
DOW about to lay before my readers ; but I preferve 
this difmal piflure of fallen royalty, in the hope of 
one day or otlier being able to prefent its contraft, 
France, 8th June^ i797- Ex trad from the Procejs. 

Verhal of the DtreSory. 

The Directory, accompanied by the Minifters and 
the diplomatic corps, repaired to the audience 
chamber. 

The Minifter for Foreign Affairs prefented to the 
Dire6lory Mr. Drayer, Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minifter Plenipotentiary from the King of Denmark 
to the French Republic, who ipoke the following 
addrefs : 

Citizen Prefidentj 

The earneft wifh and delire which the King my 
mafter has ever exprefled for the profperity of the 
French nation, muft be admitted as a matter of great 
notoriety. Fa6ls, repeated and uninterrupted fadls, 
have proved the high refpecft and friendfhip which 
his Majefiy has entertained for that nation» and his 
lincere wilh and difpofition to live with it in perfedl 
amity and good underftanding. Where fafls fpeak^ 
profeflions are ufelefe. The delire of the King to 
cultivate and draw clofer thofc bonds of union, whofc 

* The impudence and duplicity of thefe French deftroyers, are, 
if polBble, fiipcrior to their love of blood and plunder^ Will any 
roan, that is one degree above an idiot, believe that they were not 
at the bottom of this infurrc£lion ? No 1 there are too many mcon^ 
teftable fadls to prove not only this, but that it was from the firfl: 
their primary object to diforganize all Europe, or, in Brillbt's em- 
phatic words, •* to fet fire to its fonr corners." The work is alio 
DcguninAmerica, and our Government is refervcd only for a 
very (hort fpace, to fill the iaft fcene of this infernal French drama; 
and nothing can fave us but the deitrudionof theiielllih rppublic* 

duration 
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duration and folidity are founded upon the reciprocal 
interefts of the two nations, is unalterable : the 
completion and accompliftiment of this deiire is the 
great object: of my miffion. His Majefty has charged 
me to give to you. Citizen Direftors, the moft folemn 
affurance of thofe friendly fentiment^ with which he 
is animated towards the French Repuijlic, and I re- 
joice much in being appointed to annou^^ce them — 
my happincfs will be completed. Citizens Directors, 
if, in fulfilling the intentions and wilhes of tho King, 
I can alio obtain your confidence and efleem. 

The Prefideni re^lkd — The Diredlory receives with 
a lively fatisfadlion, the aflTij.rancesof friendlhip that 
his Daniih Majefty has mauuefted through the me- 
dium of you, his Envoy Extraordinary and Minifter 
Plenipotentiary. The Government of tlie French 
Republic will neglcdl nothing to pre^Tve that good 
tmderftanding which has fo long fubfifled between 
the two nations. The loyal conduct of the King 
of Denmark towards the French Republic during 
the whole revolution, has ferved to fl:rengthen and 
draw clofer thofe bonds which united them. The 
ardent defire which the Executive Directory has to 
fee a folid and lafling peace at length reunite all the 
powers of Europe, may be confidered as a new 
pledge made to you of its difpofition towards a 
power who has never ceafed to be its friend. 

The Direftory doubts not but the perfonal quali- 
ties which have gained you the confidence of his 
Daniih Majefty, will not fail to conciliate the efteem 
and afFedion of the Government to which you are 
fent. 

M. le Commandeur de Buffo ^ Mhiijier PlenipoUntiary 
from the King of Naples^ was afterwards prefented to 
the Dire£toryy and/aid. 

Citizens Directors, the King my mafter orders me 
to prefent to you, along with my credentials, a new 

VOL* v^ j> b guarantee 
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guarantee of his friendftiip. Charged with cultiva- 
ting carefully the good underflanding and lincerc 
harmony which he has contracted with the French 
Republic — the interpreter of his candour and of his 
unalterable fidelity — I come to confirm to you the 
fatisfadlion he experiences in feeing this fortunate 
union open for both nations the fources of happinefs; 
an union which induftry, and every reciprocal inte- 
reft, confpires to extend and to cement with ardour, 
and which real amity is about to confolidate for ever. 

With real pleafure, the King my mafter has 6b- 
fcrved^ that the peace and good underflanding which 
arc re-eftablifhed between the two powers, tend to 
efface the remembrance of the evils which they had 
reciprocally infli6led on themfelves by the war, and 
to make thofe events be forgotten, which at the 
epoch of its declaration have perhaps been viewed 
as contrary to the regard which his Sicilian Majefty 
has always entertained for France. 

The confidence with which the King has honoured 
mc, and my earneftnefs to merit yours, fhall be the 
fole and only objedl of my cares, my adtipns, and 
my wiflies. 

The Prefident replied thus : 

Monlieur Minifler Plenipotentiary of the King of 
Naples, the Executive Directory fees with fatisfac- 
tion, in you, the ftatefman chofen by his Sicilian 
Majefly to reprefent him in his relations with the 
French Republic. Far from us be the recolledlion 
of any circumftances which might tend to»diminifli 
the harmony and lincere friendfhip we are defirous 
of perpetuating between the two nations. His Sici- 
lian Majefty fhall be convinced, that the French 
Republic is as faithful a friend, as it is a redoubtable 
enemy. 

As to you, Minifler Plenipotentiary, the fentiments 
, whiph you have manifefled towards the Republic 

fecure 
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fecure to you the efteem of its Government, as they 
are to us a fure guarantee o( the fidelity of your 
principles. 

The Minifter for Foreign Affairs next prefented Citi^ 
zen MichaUi^ Minifter from the Republic of Geneva to 
the French Republic^ who exprejfed himfelf in the foJ- 
lowing terms : 

Citizens Directors, the AfTembly of the fovereign 
people of Geneva having chofen me to be their Am- 
baffador to the French Republic, I experience a 
lively feeling of the honour which ray fellow-citizens 
have conferred upon me by this mark of their con- 
fidence, and I am at the fame time penetrated by 
the fulleft fenfe of the importance of the new func- 
tions to which I am called. To procure to my 
country the friendfhip and the fupport of France, is 
to confolidate the bafis of its independence, its pro- 
fperity, and its happinefs. The French people will 
not withdraw the generous protedlion with which 
they have for many years honoured the Republic of 
Geneva, if the moft conflant attachment on the part 
of their ancient ally can fuffice to fecure its continu- 
ance. 

The French people will recollect, that in the pe- 
riod of adverfity, when all Europe feemed to have 
vowed their deftrudtion, Geneva, the fmall, the 
feeble ftate of Geneva, never ceafed to remain faith- 
ful. They will recoiled, that, in giving proofs of its 
devotion, Geneva did not wait until the vi6loripus 
armies of the Republic had furmouuted the Alps or 
the Pyrennees, or pafled the Po or the Rhine — Ge- 
neva teftified its attachment to France lon^ before 
her armies had arrived, by new routes, tu the gates 
of Rome or Vienna, and when tlie ftaqdards fuf- 
pended from thefe walls did not yet atteft the innu- 
merable triumphs of the Republic. 

In admiring with all Europe the valour of your 
troops and the talents of your Qenerals, the vaft 

u D 2 defigns 
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dcfigns and the afloiiilTiii^g leiuurces of your Go^ 
vemment, Geneva feels with enthufiafm, thfe joy 
which France experienced in feeing this terrible war 
f6 glorioufly terminated. 

There is ftill another kind of glory. Citizen Di- 
rediors, >!vhich you have not difdained to obtain. — 
The fcntiments which your energy has excited agaihft 
powerful enemies, .have infpired, by a contrary ef- 
fe6l, difpolitions of good will towards a friendly 
people, who look to you as their chief fupport.— 
How happy tliall I be if I can tranfmit to my fellotv- 
citizens new pledges of the affedion and efteeto 
upon which they fet fo great a value, and if you 
receive favourably the teftitnonies of their gratitude, 
aftd the ardent wifhes they this day offer, throu^ 
me, for the fuccefs of your labours, and the proipe- 
rity of the French Republic ! 
T^e Prefident reptiedy 

Citizen Miniftcr of the Republioof Geneva, the 
French Republic, a flrangcr to calculations of evei^ 
intereft which is not that of all mankind, meafures 
the fricndftiip it vows to its allies, only by the iin- 
cerity of their affetftion. Geneva has connedled h6r 
caufe with that of the French Republic : the Execu- 
tive Diredlory will never feparate them. 

The Aflembly of the fovereign people of Geneva 
will learn then, through you. Citizen Miniftcr, the 
riifpofition of the Directory to maintain carefully all 
the relations which fliould unite the two republics. 
The pledge of this difpolition is to be found in the 
principles by which they are animated. Thefe ftan- 
dards, which have attracted your obfervation, arc 
placed here, lefs as trophies of victory than to de- 
monfirate, at the moment of peace, the moderation 
by which the French Republic is proud to be di- 
redted. 

May the Republic of Geneva, Citizen Minifler, 
fecure of its independence from without, confolidate 

3 daily. 
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daily, by its attacbment to the conftitutlon it has 
formed, the bails of its liberty and its happinefsi 
ifou, Citizen Michalli, in your charadler of a re- 
puhlican, ought to find in every Frenchman a 
lyrotJirr. v 

'I'iie fame Minifter alfo prefented M. Caborus, 
Minifter Plenipotentiary from the King of Spain 
to the congrefs which is to be held in execution 
of the preliminary articles of peace agreed to be- 
tween the French Republic and the Emperor. 

The Minifter for Foreign Affairs introduced to 
the Dire6lory Citizen Verninac, Envoy ExtraordU 
nary of the Ottoman Porte, on which occalion he 
fpoke to the fpllpwing efFed : 
C'uizens Dire^ors, 

On my return from Conftantinopjeinconfequence 
of your arret of the jgth Pluviofe, which terminat- 
ing my miffion at the Ottoman Porte, complied 
with my requeft to vilit France, I deliver to you a 
diploma from Sultan Selim III. acknowledging the 
letters which informed him of my recall. I likewifc 
prefent a difpatch from Huirein Pach^, Admiral 
of the enipire, accompanying an Ottoman flag, 
which I undertook to lay before you as a pledge 
of his lincere afFe(9:ion and alliance. From the ' 
tranlmiflion of thefe Turkifh colours, the firft 
prefent of the kind that fhowed the difpofition of 
the Turks, and from the fentiments contained in 
the letters which I bring, you will be convinced. 
Citizens Directors, that the people on the fhorcs 
of the Bofphorus can appreciate the value of the 
, friendfliip of the Republic, and that her glory i^ 
not unknown to them. You are aware perhaps 
of their intention to form a ftill clofer connexicm 
with you, and to pay homage to the fplendouc 
of the nation by the permanent embalFy which the 
Sublime Porte has refolved to eftablifh in France, 
3fl4 which is QQ the eve of beginning in thp perfon 

P P 3 pf 
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of Ally Effendi, who has already reached the ter- 
ritories of the Republic. 

Sent as I was, Citizens Dirediors, under the 
moft difcouraging circumftances, among a people 
feparated from us by a great extent of fea, and ft ill 
more fo by their manners, character, language, 
cuftoms, and government ; charged with political 
affairs of th^r greateft importance, the prote6\or of 
many and valuable eftablilhments ; I have often felt in 
the courfe of my embalfy the difficulty of the duty 
I had to fulfil; and, confidering the glory and the 
power ot the nation whofe organ 1 was, I muft 
acknowledge my inability to reprefent it fully and 
adequately. Your inftrudlions and thofe of your 
predeccffors in the Government, fupported me in 
that arduous duty. I afcribe the fuccefs that has 
attended my miffion to the wifdom of thofe inftruc- 
lions, and to the citizens in official fituations in 
the loyal Ottoman CouYt ; whofe efforts in concert 
with mine, and whofe wife and dignified conduA, 
contributed very effentially to render the French 
name and the Republic refpe6led by that nation. 

If the love of my country (the fentiment which 
occupies the firft place among the paffions that in- 
fluence my condudl) become more fervent in my 
bofom at the view of places pregnant with prodigies, 
and particularly on the afpedl of the arid and con- 
tradled territory of Greece, which was elevated by 
this amorpatri^ to rank far fuperior to all the nations 
of the earth ; if, I fay, this fentiment were fuf- 
ficient to raife me to the height of your expectation, 
I Ihall not deem myfelf unworthy of your confi- 
dence. But, however unprodudtive this principle 
is in me, I fhall confole myfelf with the reflection 
that fuch citizens as you have deigned to confide 
in me, and that my good intentions will fecure to 
me your indulgence. 

The 
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The Prefident's reply and the Pacha's letter al- 
luded to above, have not yet come to hand *. 

Brown. — ^Brown*s paper of laft evening contains 
the following very extraordinary paragraph to cor-- 
refpondents. 

" Original communications from Civis upon any, 
" fubjedl will be carefully attended to ; if, with the 
*' extenjive circulation of our faper^ we cannot com- 
*^ mand a preference in fome inftances, we conceive 
" ourfelves juflifiable in referving at leaft the right* 
oifelefiion. We have already refufed to publilh 
a number of political fpeculations from a certain 
fink of fcurrility and mifreprefentation ; and we' 
Ihall in future pay no attention to requefts of this 
** nature. When the literary world fhall become 
*' fo polluted as to blaft every germ of truth and* 
*' virtue, we fhall then ranfack the volumes of 
** Billingfgate for amufement and inftrudion ; but 
** Civis may reft aflured that the fource to whichhe 
** has referred us will be our laft refort^\ 

The fource to which brother Brown was referred, 
muft, I prefume, have been Mr. Fen no's paper;' 
becaufe the communication of Civis which he was- 
called upon to republifh, and which will be found 
in my paper of this day, had not yefterday ap- 
peared in any other paper than Fenno's. As, how- 
ever, it is impoffible thai the communication allude^ 
to might be cut out of the paper, and that Brown 
might think it was from mine, it is alfo poffible; 
and indeed very probable, that his charitable in- 
finuations might be levelled at Porcupine's Gazette. 
I Ihall give him to-morrow to fay plainly to whom 
thefe infinuations were intended to do honour : if 



* Thus thefe fellows are drawing the bands clofer with ^U 
the kings and defpots they can come at, 1 wifh to heaven they 
would draw them fo tight as to choke both parties. 

-- -- ' ;« ■ 2) i> 4 * to 
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tq Mr. Fenno^ I fliall leave him to qiake his ac- 
knowledgments ; if to me, I trufl I (hail not be want-^ 
ing either in politenefs or gratitude. Silence on the 
part of Brown will be looked upon as a declaration 
that my paper was the object of his favour. 

Orleans, alias EgaJileSy at Philadelphia. — ^Thc fol* 
lowing extradts are taken from the Hiftory of the 
Confpiracy of Philip Duke of Orleans : ** A little 
*.* while ^fter the maffacre of the 2d and 3d of Sep- 
^^ tember, 1792, Orleans mounted the tribune of 
*^ the Jacobin Club, wearing the bloody cap of 
*f liberty inftead of his ducal coronet. There he 
*/ maie a folemn declaration that he was not the 
*/ fon of tlie late Duke of Orleans ; that his grand- 
** father never would acknowledge him as a Bour- 
*' bon; that his mother always fc/.i 'cd the conju* 
" gal ties, and that he was the fruit of an adulte- 
" irous intercourfe between this modern Meflalina 
** and one of the Duke's valets d'ecurie^ or Jiable^ 
« men:' 

Thus did this abandoned wretch become the he- 
rald of his own debafement and his mother's profli- 
tution. Demagogues in all countries and in all 
ages have been bafe and fhamelefs mifcreants ; felf- 
degradation has always been the road to favour with 
the mob ; but it was referved for the " enlightened 
*^ eighteenth century," and the infernal French revo- 
lution, to produce even a mobfo completely debafed, 
as induces a man^ in order to preferve his favour with 
them, to proclaim himfelf a baAard and bis mother 
a whore. 

CircumAances like this» of which tbou&nds 
could be produced, charafterize the FrencSi revolu-^ 
tion, and dlftinguifh its fpirit and tendency from 
thofe of all other revolutions that hav^ taken placq 
in the world. The French revolution has bcca 
<iompared to that of America; but', was tbei'C ever 
9 )time whea an American leader^ to gain or pre^ 
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ferve popularity, would have boafted of his own 
baftardy or his mother's whoredom ? No : the body 
of the people here were at times feized with a fort 
of frenzy, but never with the fpirit of jacobinifm; 
that fpirit which pulls down all that is great and 
good, and exalts all that is vile and infamous ; 
that fpirit which has fix^ everlafting difgrace on 
France, which has been the fcourgc of Europe, and 
will be the fcourge of America. 

" The wretch had before committed this fhamcful 
^* declaration to paper, which he had fent to the 
" Commune of Paris, requefling at the fame time 
^* that they would give him a new name that might 
^^ ferve ^ a proof that not a drop of the blood of 
" the Bourbons flowed in his veins. 

^ It was in confequenceof this application that th(!^ 
" Commune gave him the burlefque name of Egalite 
" which he gave to his children, and of which his 
^^ eldefl fon, the Duke of Chartres, boafted of among 
5^ the foldiers; but, after he emigrated with Du- 
*^ mourier, being alked by the Auftrian officer* 
•* how he could be fo bafe of foul as to truck the 
<^ name of his princely anceftors for the fans-culotte 
** appellation of Egahte? he anfwered, / only did 
** it to wheedle the filly Parifians, He was egre- 
** gioufly mifta^en. The Parifians were never de^^ 
^* ceived in the Duke of Chartres : they will never 
^' confent to fee their city difgraced by his return to 
** it. They juftly think that the wretch who can 
" difown his name and family, ought in his turn 
" to be difownedby his countrymen." 

This man })as taken up his reiidence among us. 
Whether we Ihall condefcend to own what the vile 
Parifians think would dilgrace them, or whether 
any jimerican Lady will think the bloo^ of her family 
improved by a mixture with that oi z. ftableman^ arc 
points that I leave others to determine *. 

* The mifcreant was, at the time this was written, paying hU 
addrefles to a young lady of Philadelphia. 

ThuRSPaY, 
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Thursday, io*^ August. 

Fox. — The following article from a London pa- 
per of the 6th of June, furnifhes us with a remark- 
able inftance of difintereftednefs in b, patriot, 

*^ Yefterday Mr. Fox attended at St. James's to 
prefent three or four petitions from the county of 
Antrim in Ireland, and fome other places, for the 
difmiflion of his Majefty*s Minifler. After the 
levee Mr. Fox requefted a clofet audience with the 
King, as a member of his Majefty's Privy Council. 
The refult of this remarkable interview was to this 
tffe&. : — Mr. Fox began with a mofl refpe6lfut 
apology to his Majefly for intruding upon his pri- 
vacy, but pleaded the extreme danger of the prefent 
lltuation of the country as his motives and apology. 
He proceeded to fay that thefe were not times when 
perfonal prejudices or perfonal ambition fhould ope-r 
rate in any man's mind to fuperfede the difcharge 
of a juft and neceffary duty to his country ; and that 
he was convinced that the fervants of the Crown 
who had led the country into the prefent ftate of 
difficulty and alarm, were not competent to conduft 
it into a lituation of profperity, or even of fafety. 
He implored his Majefty, therefore, to take other 
ftien into his councils. But that his Majefly might 
not fufpe6l that he was influenced hy motives of per* 
fonal confideration in the advice he was giving, he 
was perfedlly willing to wave any fuppofed preten- 
iions applying to himfelf, and to be an uncon- 
cerned Ipcciator, or even a fupporter of a new Ad- 
miniftration, provided he faw them adiing faithfully 
and honeftly for the genuine and ultimate interefls 
of the country. His Majefty liflened With great 
attention to Mr. Fox; but, according to the eti- 
quette ufually obferved on fuch occalions, returned 
no anjwer to his reprefentatlons. We cannot difmif^ 
this article without giving our tribute of approbation 

to 
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to* the difinterefied condaA of Mr. Fox in this re- 
fpe^ful and well-timed appeal to the judgment and 
parental feeliiigs of his fovereign *." 



Friday, 1 1*^ August. 

Prieftley^s tender Feelings.^^The Doctor's feelingi 
are very unaccountable, being totally difproportion- 
ate, and fometimes quite of a contrary nature to their 
caufes. He tells us how the Judden union of Mr. 
Burke and Lord North filled him with horror. (Lett, 
to Mr, Burke, p. 6'f'.) If an unlooked-for coalition 
in the Miniftry goes to court to manage public bufi- 
nefs, he is troubled with the horrors ; but he can hear 
of captive kings, of plots, maflacres, confifcations, 
and facrilege, and find all thefe things not only 
agreeable, but confiftent with celebrity and fefti- 
vity. He mocks at the humanity of Mr. Burke for 
being alarmed and dtjiurhed at the late horrible com- 
motions in France. This worthy gentleman, bleffed 
with the tender feelings of a poliihed mind, and 
concerned for the peace of the Chriftian world, did 
look with abhorrence on the confufion, inhumanity, 
and felony of the French revolution ; and therefore 
juftly and pathetically, exclaimed againft it as a 
moft wicked aud cruel tranfadlion. At all this 
Dr. Prieflley wonders ; and fays, You are alarmed ; — 
you are not cool ; — your mind is heated, &c. &c. 
The contraft here is a little ftriking ; the one, with 
the heart of a man and a Chriftian, feels as the at- 



* There's for you ! Who will now fay that a battered rake and 
an eleemofynary patriot cannot be a man of pure and dilinterefted 
motives ? When the Kjng confented to give audience to Fox, he 
fliould have armed himfelf with the /word of J ufi ice, 

f He forgot that h\s friend and advocate Fox, who had pledged 
himfelf to impeach Lord North, was one of this coalition. 

tendant 
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teiidant Chaplain would at a miferable exeeulion ; 
^hile the other {lands by with all the indifference 
of the hangman ; coniideriog only what he and bia 
party may get by it, and how the catafirophe may 
fcrve to promote his own political ideas. 

The power of kings and rulers is defigr -^^ by 
Providence as a terror to evil doers ; fo the Gofpel 
teaches : and a terror it is, which feems to lie very 
hard upon Dr. Prieflley ; but if the law of Provi- 
dence be inverted, and the terror happen to fall 
backwards upon kings and rulers themfelves, then 
he has his wifh. He rejoice- when th^y are rtiade ta 
inmble, as if it vvereadei;7ious circumftance. *' It 
la time,'' fays he, " that they who have ipade 
others tremble (i.ie. whp have been a terror ta 
evil doers) fhould in turn tremble themfelves. But 
let i\it people rejoice'^ (Lett, to Mr. Burke^ p. 40.) 
The two great red-letter feflivals of Dr. Prieftley's 
year (kalendared with hlood) are the 30th of Janu-» 
ary and the 14th of July. " Let ail tyrants read 
the hiftory of both," fays he, *^ and tremble*' We 
Ihall rarely meet with any inftance of a flaming ad- 
vocate for liberty who does not, through all the dif- 
guifc of his fair words, difcover the fpirit of a ty^ 
rant. If I had no other reafon for detefling our 
Dodlor's politics, this alone would be (ufficieoty 
that they deliver us over to an unmerciful mind, 
and even invert the paflions natural to man : fo that 
when the world is in tears we are preparing for a 
faaft ; like vultures when they iineli ilaughter at a 
diftance : and in the funlhine of peaceable times, 
)ike Spenfer*s fiend that chews a tpad* v)f y/eep^ 
fkat caufe of weeping there is none. 

When a man denies his own conduit to thoffe 
who are witnefles of it, and expefts to be believed, 
whatever that man may call himfelf, we generally 
agree to call him impudent. Has not our Doctor 
for many year^ paft been libelling the religion and 

tbf 
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the clergy of the church of England; predifting 
ruin to the government, and recommending a new 
one after the model of France ; calling our rdigious 
eflablifliment a fungus^ a Jloth^ a glutton ; and 
threatening it with deftru61ive explofion from the 
gunpowder which he and his friends have been con* 
veying under the fabric? Yet the man who had 
faid all thefe things, and many more (for which fee 
the coUeftion in the Appendix), tells the inhabitants 
of Birmingham, they had uniform experience of his 
peaceable behaviour for eleven years. (See Thoughts 
on the late Riots at Birmingham, p. 7.) 

His Letter to Mr. Pitt difplays a degree of af- 
furance rarely to be met with. When a man in this 
country writes a faucy letter to a Mmifter of State, 
there is nothing prodigious in the cafe : but if he 
does this in defiance of all decency, and puts his 
name to it, as Dr. Prieftley did, he glories in his 
ihame ; which a man feldom does till he is paft the 
feeling of it. Tell him his creed gives him a neair 
alliance to the Turks ; he is not abafhed at it, but 
confiders it rather as a favourable circumftance; 
telling us how the Turks are in a fair way to become. 
Chriftians becaufe they are Unitarians. " You are 
iniftaken/' fays he, in his letter to Mr. Parkhurft, 
^' if you think that I am alhamed to own my agree- 
ment with the Mahometans, or any other of the 
human race, in the dodtrine of the divine unity, and 
to worlhip together with them the one God and Father 
of all, the Maker of heaven and earth/' (Letters, 
p. 185.) Whether it be the Reverend Mr. Parkhurft 
then, or any other worthy gentleman who fhall fuf- 
pe6i that the Doftor is weak enough to be alhamed, 
he has reafon, from the Doctor's own authority, to re« 
trad his fufpicions. 

Saturday, 
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^ Saturday, 12^^ August. 

Monroe^s Condufi at Paris. — From the New- York 
Gazette. — Mr, Printer, All good patriots fhould fe- 
licitate Citizen Monroe on his fafe arrival in America, 
after efcaping the dangers to which he was expofed 
in France, from having been an advocate for the 
lyftem of terror^ and an admirer of its fiend-like 
agents. Every perfon who is at all acquainted with 
the fentiments of the people of France refpecting the 
bloody reign of Robefpierre, muft know that they 
think their national chara6ler tarriiftied by the un^ 
heard-of cruelties, butcheries, and robberies, which 
marked that deteftabic epoch of their revolution. It 
is* well known that, though Robefpierre had fallen, 
ftill Robefpierrianifm was in the zenith of its power 
— that all France was weltering in the blood of her 
mofl: virtuous citizens ; that women, children, and 
old men, were the indifcriminate vidlims of the can- 
nibals tyrannizing at that time over their devoted 
country ; when Citizen Monroe made his refpe6lful 
appearance before the monfters, whom he addrefled 
in language of the mofl: fulfome adulation : and as a 
further proof of his afFeflionate admiration of their 
cojidudl, his abjedl, fanguinary difpofition led him 
officioufly to make ufe of his virtuous fellow -patriot 
Barney to unite the flags of America and France, 
at a time when it was the evident interefl: and wifh 
of the people and governo^ent of this country to 
preferve the flridefl: neutrality. It is certain that the 
notoriety of fuch a criminal aft, and the public re- 
joicings of many of our patriots on the fuccefles of 
France, confpired to caufe many more condemn- 
ations of American veflels on the part of the Britifli, 
than would otherwife have taken place. The treaty 
was the confequence of fuch fpoliations, which treaty 
is alfo the o/lenfihh caufe of French depredations. 
*'So that Citizen Monroe may be confidered as the 
4 X . principal 
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principal inflrument of all the lofles and injuries 
which have befallen this infulted country, as well 
on the part of the Britifh, as the French*. I afk 
Citizen Monroe whether he has felt that honeft, pa- 
triotic indignation againft his countrymen, who are 
privateering out of France, as to have caufed-him to 
denounce them to the Executive of the United States, 
as degrading our national character by fuch abomi- 
nable condudl ? No ; I believe Citfzen Monroe 
would rather give them an invitation to dine with 
him, as a tacit approval of their condudl, and that 
our Executive is indebted to our worthy, honeft, and 
virtuous fellow-citizen Mr. Pinckney, for the names 
of foveral who were engaged in this vile bufinefs. 
It is a well-known fa6l that Mr. Monroe was on 
terrps of the ftri(5lefl: intimacy with many noted pri- 
vateerfmen; and may, perhaps, like our infamous 

C 1 at Bourdeaux, have advifed fome of thofe 

worthies to -fit out veflels as privateers-f. Mr. Mon- 
roe's houfein Paris was the rendezvous for almoft the 
whole piratical gang, and the bitter enemies of the 
adminiftration of our Government, French as well 
as Americans, where they indulged in the mod vi- 
rulent invedtives againft fome of the moft virtuous 
men among us, which often took place before many 
members of the French Government ; one of whom, 
Mr. Charles Delacroix, on the 4th July, 1794, had 
the effrontery, even before Meflrs. Monroe and 
S — h, to give as a toaft, " The virtuous Minority in 
Congrefs, who rejedled the Britifh treaty ;" and on 



* Nay, Mr. Honest us, this is not quite fo ; for though Mon- 
roe's uniting the flag of America to that of France, was not or^ 
dered by his Government, the ad was certain\y fcm^ioned by that 
Government, in its public and pompous reception of a French flag, 
as a return for the compliment. 

t In the fummer of '96 Mr. Fenwick advifed an American 
gentleman from Philadelphia to flt out a fchooner as a privateer 
irom France. 

thp 
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Ihc fame day, before the 'uove-mentioned gentle- 
men, the French Direftory, r^nd many ot^e: Jacobin 
members of the French G v^ernment, our Lte worthy 
Prelident was delignedly Ictt out among the fet toafts t 
upon fc ing wliich, an American gentleman prefent 
begged* leave of Mr. S— h, who prclided, to be per- 
mitted to give a volunteer toaft, which was *^ George 
Waflii'igton, Prefident of the United States ;" upon 
which, a hifling began among fome patriotic Ame- 
ricans concerned in privateering againft their defence- 
lefs countrymen ! Why did Mr. Monroe lower the 
dignity of a great and free people, by permitting a 
paper approving of his condudl in France (drawn 
up firft by Tom Paine, but afterwards altered), to be 
carried through the ftreets of Paris la ft winter, to 
get figned by Americans, many of whom had the 
weaknefs and wdckednefs to do it ? but as many as 
were not runaway debtors, nor pirates, abfblutely 
refufed ligning it Mr, Monroe, T am of opinion, 
will find a great many names among the fignerSt 
who have been denounced by his more virtuous fuc- 
ceflbr, Mr. Pinckney, as a difgrace to the American 
chara6len 

After all this, Mr. Monroe has lately had the ef- 
frontery to demand the reafons of his recall. Such 
perfons as. are not difpofcd to condemn him on the 
foregoing charges, I will refer to Barras*s anfwer to 
him on prefenting his letters of recall, to fee whether 
Barras docs not think Mr. Monroe more attached to 
theintcrefts of France than thofe of America ; when 
he tells him, ^' he is lorry that he is going away -, he 
parts with their regret ; his recall offers a ftrange 
fpec^acle to Europe ; he alone knew the true interefts 
of his country." How diflcrent this from the treat- 
ment of Mr. Pinckney, who was infulted, abufcd, 
watched as a confpirator ! What does all this imply, 
but that Mr. Monroe did not make the propertepre- 
fcntations to ^rcvmty but tacitly or fecretly juftified 

the 
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the depredations committed on our commerce by our 
dearly beloved allies ? which they knew Mr. Pinck- 
ney would remonftrate again ft ; to prevent which 
they turned him out of the Republic, while the DI- 
redlory could not part with iheir man Monroe^ without 
the greateft regret, and giving vent to their chagrin, 
by vilifying our Government for recalling him. 

HONESTUS. 



^0 Mr. Andrew Brown j TuhVtJher ^ the Philadelphia 

Gazette. 

Sir, 

When a child has foiled its garments, or Ipilled 
its mefs, the good mother, previous to chaftit^ment, 
never fails to exclaim, ** There now ! fee what^yoa 
have done !*' In obfervance of this ancient and e3^- 
cellent cuftom, it is that I now call on you to coh^ 
template your laft Tuefday's mifchief. 

" Original communications from Civis, upon any 
*' fubjed, will be carefully attended to. If, with 
*^ the extenjive circulation of our paper ^ we cannot 
*^ command a preference in fome inftances, we con- 
^* ceive ourfelves juftifiable in referving at leaft the 
** right oi feleBioru We have already refufed to 
** publifh a number of political fpeculations from a 
•^ certain Jink of fcurrility and mtfreprefentation^ and 
^* we fhall in future pay no attention to requefts of 
*' this nature. When the literary world fliall become 
*^ fo polluted as to blaft every germ of truth andvir^' 
** tue^ we fliall then ranfack the volumes of BillingC? 
** gate for amuferaent and inftruflioni but Civis 
*' may reft affured, that the fource to which he has 
** referred us will be our laft refort." 

There now ! fee what you have done ! It is not 
worth my while to flop to prove that Civis did not 
refer you to my Gazette. That the iniinuations con- 
tained in the para|;raph were in^p4ed'-£^c: me, is 

VOL. y^ s & certaioj 
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certain, from your having afked a perfon, how ne 
liked your " jf/y? broadftde at Peter Porcupine," and 
therefore without further ceremony, I fhall proceed 
to addrefs to you fuch remarks on this your " firft 
broadfide/' as to me feem jufi and proper. 

To turn critic on the labours of your pen, is what 
I fhall never think of, while I can find more intereft- 
ing matter wrapped round Daffy's elixir and Ander- 
fon's pills ; but 1 cannot help obferving that your 
paragraph, which it appears was your coup Sejfat^ 
combines all the rcqiiifites in a production of its kind. 
It abounds in pufi\ in cant, and nonfenfe ; but above 
all, it pofleflcs, in an eminent degree, that moft 
neceflary of all qualities, ambiguity. A newfmonger*s 
paragraphs fhould always be like the figns of the 
free-mafons : none but a brother fhould be able to 
comprehend their meaning; and, if your progrefs in 
the occult fcience be equal to ydur beginning, I do 
not heiitate to pronounce, that, at no very diflant 
period, you will be the grand-mafler of the hack- 
neyed, trimming, time-ferving fraternity. 

After having laid this much by way of preface, I 
come to the fubjc6t matter of your paragraph. You 
refufe to pul^lifh Ihe communication of Civis upon 
two grounds ; ift, Becaufe the extenjive circulation of 
your paper giving you a right to command a preference^ 
you, at lealV, infifl on that of feleHion^ or, more cor- 
rectly Ipeaking, rejeSi'ion ; 2d, Becaufe you are re- 
queflcd to copy from my paper, which you are plcafed 
to call a " certain link of fcurrility and mifreprefent- 
ation," and which vou arc rcfolved not to have re- 
i:ourfc to for inflrudion or amufcment, //// the lite- 
rary world fhall become fo polluted as to hlajl every 
^erm of truth and luriue. This is precious nonfenfe, 
to be fure ; but inch as it is, we mufl take it, and 
make the befi of it. 

Boaflingof the extenfive circulation of your paper is 
no more than a pufF; no more-'thaa tHe exercife of 

• k'i^ght 
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a right which has dcfcended to you from your modefi 
progenitor ; but to inlift that the circumftance of 
your paper having an extenlive circulation ; to infift 
that this circumftance alone authorizes you to de^ 
mand a Reference ; to rcje<5l whatever is not fent to 
your paper firft, or whatev^cr does not exactly fquarc 
with your opinions, is a trait of prefumption, of 
judenefs, and of infolence, that I (hould hardly have 
expedled, even from a beggar on horfeback. Many 
ilrange fcenes ftrike the eye in this topfy-turvy age ; 
but I do not recolle6l having beheld one fo completely 
unnatural, fo offenfive to reafon and deceqcy, as you 
litting in judgment over the writings of Civis. Ma- 
rat condemning his Sovereign to death, has, it is 
true, fomething more fhocking in it ; but the differ- 
ence between this infamous wretch and thedefcend-» 
ant of Henry IV. w^as not half fo great as the differ- 
ence between your underftanding and that of Clvls. 
Not fix months ago, when your talents were put out 
to hire by the week, and confequently employed to 
the beft advantage, they were found to confift, not 
in criticifing on the matter for a Gazette, or even in 
ranging the bits of lead, but in 7i Judicious 3ind learned 
application of the lamp-black and oil. In fhort, a 
very few montiis have (een you transformed from a 
printer's devil to a critic, a judge in literature, inorals, 
and politics ; and all this in virtue of what ? — The 
extenfive circulation of your paper ! 

Which paper has moft fubfcribers, or which has 
leaft, is what certainly ought never to become a fub- 
je6l of public difpute between the proprietors ; but as 
a fuperiority of numbers is the bafis of your exorbit- 
ant pretenlions, your impudence in boafting of that 
fuperiority defcrves to be expofed. 

When the Pliiladelphia Gazette fell into your 
hands, it had upwards of nineteen hundred fubfcri- 
bers; this nineteen is now reduced to about jS/if^^w 
hundred. Porcupine's Gazette, though you ftyle it a 

£ E 2 link 
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fink of fcurrility and mifreprefentation, has at thr» 
time between J?t;^ and twenty and^^ and twenty hurt- 
dred: fo that until you, or fome of your fans cu- 
lotte friends can introduce and eftablifti a retrograde 
arithmetic, by ^\\\q)^ fifteen will become greater than 
five and twenty^ you will have the complaifance, good 
Mn Devil, to lay afide your pretenfions -to ^^ com- 
mand a preference'' in virtue of ** the extenfive circtdor- 
tion of your paper. ^\ 

We now come to your fecond objection to publifli- 
ing the communication of Civis : viz. becaufe you 
were (as you thought) referred to my Gazette, from 
which it would be a difhonour for you to copy. 

This naturally leads me to inquire into the origin 
and progrefs of our two papers. The puffs and tricks 
that were played off to impofe the paper, which is 
now yours, on the public, are frefli in the memory of 
almoft every inhabitant of the city ; and it at laft got 
into circulation by mere accident, by the means of a 
dreadful public calamity. It owed its fuccefs to what 
has filled the city with orphans and widows. The 
defperate circumftances of the proprietor made him 
look upon bread as more valuable than life; he 
therefore remained and fattened upon the contagion. 
JH!s virtue^ whatever you may have to boaft of, was 
no more than that of a vulture. Did my paper owe 
its eftabliftiment to any fuch caufes ? Did any one 
ever fee me, or anyone for me, begging fubfcriptions 
from door to door ? No ; fo far from fuch mean men- 
dicant manoeuvres, I never aiked, even in my own 
fhop, for a fubfcription to my paper : as \o profiting 
from the misfortunes of others^ fo refolved was I to 
avoid an imputation of this kind, that whentlTC aw- 
ful event took place, which called you from the hell 
of ink to the throne of criticifm, I abfotutelv refufed 
(though importuned to do it) to avail myfelf of the 
advantage which it offered, by anticipating the time 
which I had fixed on for commencing. I left this 

opportunity 
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opportunity to be embraced by "^ our generous friends 
and countrymen, the O'Careys. 

Both our papers were eflablilhed by men formerly 
in the Britifli fervice ; but one quilted that fervice by 
disfertion, and the other with an honourable dif- 
charge. This very wide difference at once accounts 
for the diftercnce in the politics of our papers, as far 
as relates to our native country and its Government, 
Every thing rancorous and falfe was to be expected 
from a man who had difcharged in the face of his 
comrades the ammunition he had received to fire at 
the enemy ; while from one who had never injured 
his country, who was left to the guidance of nature 
and gratitude, an attachment to it, joy at its profpe- 
rity,and forrow at its misfortunes, were as naturally Xo 
be looked for. And, whatever may be your opi- 
nion, and however loudly certain runaways may 
boqfi of their treachery^ be aflured that every man 
whofe efteem is worth having, will beftow it on 
him whofe condu6l bears the marks of fidelity. 

With refpeft to the manner in which your paper 
has been conduced as aflfedling the politics of this 
country, it exhibits as perfect a pidlure of a trimmer 
as ever prefented itfelf to the eye. It crawled into 
notice as the champion of the Federal Government y 
and accordingly took the title of ^^ The Federal 
Gazette ;** but the moment that Government be- 
gan to be attacked by the French fadtion, and that 
faction became numerous,, it threw off this title for 
the equivocal one it at prefent bears ; and this mate- 
rial change had no better apology than that the fe- 
deral Government no longer Jlood in need of its fup- 
jiort ! 

Neither this reproach, nor that merited by the mil- 
lions of injurious falfehoods it gave circulatioQ to 
during the years 1793, 4, 5, and 6, would apply to 
you, had you not trod in the path of your predccef- 
iot J but this you have conftantly done : there is nqt 
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a trick, an inftance of underhand partiality for which 
he was fo famous, that you have not imitated as (at 
as the change in the pubHc opinion would permit 
you to go. Openly to throw off the mafk, and 
efpoufe thecaufe that you or your prompters have at 
heart, you dare not. Deteftion has purfued the 
whole clan of time-ferving editors : you have re- 
lu6lantly retreated to your den of JAam imparhality^ 
from whence, like the peep-o*-day boys in Ireland, 
you now and then fally on your unfufpe<5ling prey. 

One thing before I difmifs'you I beg you to re- 
member, and that is, that an affedled look, a lilk- 
coat, and a powdered head, do not make a geNtle* 
man ; and that he whofe drefs and manners proclaim 
the variation in his circumftances, is fit f^r nothing 
but a fycophant or a ferving-man. 

I am, &c. &c. 

Wm. Cobbett. 



Monday, 14^^ August. 

Venice. — In every country where the Carmagnoles 
have carried their arms, they feem to have ftudied 
how they could moft infult and difhonour human 
nature. After a whole people has been plundered 
and degraded from their former rank among the na- 
tions, and their government has been annihilated 
root and branch, their atrocious enemy has forced 
the miferable vidims to declare, that the revolution 
was their own a6t, or done with their concurrence. 
After nobility has been funk to a level with the vileft 
canaille, and the wealthy have been plundered of 
their lafl dollar, they have not been permitted even 
to fufFer in lilence, but have been obliged to difown 
their wrongs, and to publifh fome falfehood in 
praife of their deitroycrs. 

Of this fpccies of debarment and impofture there 
has been a fignal inflance in the late difiblution of 

the 
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the republic of Venice. Two Venetian traitors, Ni^ 
chola Cornela and Salvaior Marconi^ the one a French- 
made Prefident, and the other a Secretary of the 
fame flamp, have had the impudence to publifli a 
manifefto, that evidently was didlated if not writtea 
by Bonaparte or one of his Secretaries ; in which 
they declare that the motive of their enemy in 
diforganizing^ robbings and fartUionlng their country 
was not for the fake of conqueft or plunder, but 
merely " to increafe the power and profperity of the Ve» 
netian people.^' Was there ever a greater infult to 
common fenfe ? Would any man write in this man- 
ner, who had not been previoufly jacobinized out of 
every particle of love of country ? No ;— it is the 
iJyle of a traitor, who was paid for what he pub-* 
liftied, and who would publifti any thing he was 
commanded. 

But thefe proftitute Venetians have gone ftill far- 
ther to infult their degraded country, and the com- 
mon fenfe of mankind. It is well known that the 
Venetian nobility were the proudeft of all people of 
their titles and privileges ; but thefe impoftors have 
told the world, " That it was ihtjincere and laji wijh 
of the Patricians of Venice to make a voluntary offer 
of all their ancient titles on the altar of liberty^ in 
order to enjoy the bleffings of a reprefentative go- 
vernment, and to aflume the more facred name of 
citizens.^* Of citizen ! — of a name which the French 
have rendered fynonymous with robber and aflaflin, 
and which ought to be expunged from the vocabula- 
ries of all civilized nations. Will any man believe 
that the defcendants of thofe heroes who had been 
the fcourge of Turkey and the bulwark of Europe 
for two centuries, who had oppofed the united force 
of Auftria, the Pope, and France, in arms, would be 
willing to exchange their ancient honours, growa 
venerable by the hoar of time, for a term the mod 
cxpreflive of infamy, that modern language contains 1 
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No ! — ^Hard neceffity might oblige them to fubmit to 
be firipped of their power, and pillaged of their mo* 
ney and jewels ; but nothing I am fure, no, not even 
Robefpierre and the guillotine, would ever force the 
Patricians of Venice to aflume the difgraceful appel- 
lation. Yet thefe Frenchmen have come forward 
with this barefaced forgery, and attempt to palm it 
on the world as an afl of the Grand Council and 
nobility of Venice. Not content with plunging them 
from the pinnacle of opulence and grandeur into an 
abyfs of wretchednefs, by this inflrument they have 
made them proclaim their own humiliation, and, dill 
worle, to aggravate it with the guilt of a lie. 

Dejlru&ion of the Irtjh Prefs called the Northern 
Star. — The following account of the deftrudlion of 
this infamous prefs is taken from a Belfaft paper 
brought by the laft arrival at New-York. 

'' Belfaji, 22d May^ 1797. 

" GOD SAVE THE KING. 

^* Without making any apology for the prefent ap- 
*' pcarance of our paper, we ftate impartially to our 
** numerous readers the particulars of the moft daring 
** and flagrant outrage, burglary, and felony, that 
** has been committed here within the memory of 
*^ the oldeft citizens. 

" On Thurlday evening laft, an advcrtilement 
was given in for publication to one of our boys, by 
fome fcrgcants of the Monaghan militia, who de- 
** fired the expenfes to be charged to Colonel 
" Leflie. 

** On examination it was found to contain \x\ 
words printed in Imall capitals, a grofs calzwmy and 
libel on thetoivn of Btlfaji — a place, we are proud 
(o fay, the moll orderly and peaceable of any other 
of its dimcnfions in the kingdom, which ourma- 
giflrates can aiiiply lofiify, and vyhere the laws 
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*^ have hitherto been executed with cafe and fafety 
*^ by the civil powers, 

*' One of the Icrgeants was waited on, and told 
" that the advertifement would be willingly inferted, 
'* if the obje6lionable words could be left out. The 
^* fergeant replied, that he could not fay whether 
*^ they would or would not be taken out, but fup- 
** pofed they would not. 

There the matter refted till the evening of Fri- 
day, when the Star was publifhed without the ad- 
*^ vertifement, upon which a party of the fergeants 
** and corporals came to the office, and, with dread- 
*' ful imprecations, threatened every perfon belong- 
•^ ingto the place, and fwore they would pull dowq. 
** or burn the office, if their advertifement ihould 
*^ not be in the next publication ; in confequence of 
** which, on Sunday, about 12 o'clock, it was 
*^ thought neceffary to apply to the civil power, and 
^^ accordingly a magiftrate was waited on, who ad- 
*^ vifed application to the fovereign ; he was imme- 
^* diately fought for, but could not be found: la 
the interim, a party of the above militia, mofily 
recruits, lately arrived at the regiment, headed by 
*' fome fergeants, in all about fifty, ruflied into the- 
office, and being armed with hatchets, bars q£ 
iron, bludgeons, fwords, bayonets, &c. they pro- 
^* ceeded to deftroy every thing that lay in their 
^^ way; they demolifhed the windows, fcattered 
♦^ about flamped paper, and threw it into the ftreets^ 
^* cut down the counters, broke open the defies, took 
^' and deflroyed about 100/. of cafh, in gold and 
bank notes, cut up and tore the books of the ac- 
counts, beat and abufed the men and boys in the 
" office, before Colonel Leflie, who had been ap- 
** plied to, could flop them ! ! ! — Where were the 
** laws and the magiftrates ? We could get the aid 
♦* of none of thom !" 

Remarks. . 
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Remarks. — ^Thus,*at Belfafl, as at Birmingbam 
and at Paris, has the holy right of infurredtion re- 
coiled on its inventors and fupportcrs. What can be 
jnore ridiculous than to hear the editor of that abo- 
minable paper, whofe fole occupation for years has 
been to vilify his Sovereign, and all thofc who a6i in 
authority under him ; who has exhaufted every re- 
fource of art and impudence to flir up the ignorant 
to mob and to rebel : what can be more ridiculous 
than to hear this atrocious villain, when his princi- 
ples begin to operate againfi himfelf, crying, ** God 
Jave the Ktng^^ and calling on the magiftraies for pro^ 
H8io7i ? 

" Where/' exclaims the baffled infurgcnt, " where 
•* were the laws and the magiftratcs ? We could get 
** the aid of none of them 1" — No : you have long 
traduced, blafphemed, and endeavoured to deftroy, 
tbofe laws and thofe roagiftrates. You fcorned and 
fet them at defiance ; and now they laugh at you 
lyhen your fear comcth. ^^ He who lives by the 
*' fword fliall pcrifh by the fword ;" and it is full as 
juft, that he who lives by infurreftion fhould pcrifh 
by'infurre6tion. 

How often has this evil Slar^ which, in place of 
Jight, dropped darknefs and peftilence; how often 
has it told the mob, that they are the fovereign, that 
all power belongs to them, that the foil, and the 
houfes, and the trees, and the plants, and the herb- 
age are theirs, and that they have a right to fet up 
and pull down at their pleafure ? And does the de- 
magogue editor now, becaufe it has pleafed the 
many-headed fovcreign to pull him down ; does he 
row dare to queftion this right ? Has he now the im- 
pudence to teafe him with his whys and his where- 
fores ; and, above all, can he be fo completely de- 
void of fpirit and of fhame, as to appeal from the 

decifion of this ??iild and " only legitimate fovereign^ 
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to the laws and magiilrates of *^ tyranny and ufurfa^ 
tion P'* / 

Let not the advocates of fedition pretend that, be- 
caufe the deftroying mob was compoied o( JbJdiers^ 
it was not to be looked upon as a portion of the fo- 
vercign people. Such a plea is inadraiffible from 
the editor of the Northern Star, who has a thoufand 
times called upon the foldiery (o forget their engage- 
ments to the King ; to recoiled they were ftill Inih- 
men, the friends and the brothers of thofe who were 
united in the blefled work of reform : that their rights 
were the fame, and that thofe ^^ rights were not to bt 
** alienated hy an oathy impofed on them by kidnap- 
*^ pers and trading juftices." How, then, does he 
now find the impudence to make a diftin6tion be- 
tween the military and the reft of the people ? ' 

I hate, moft fincerely I hate a mob, whatever be 
its objedl : its ftiout is as difagreeable to my ears, as 
the howl of familhed wolves to thofe of the benight- 
ed traveller : but, if mobs muft be, and they muft 
commit violence, it is certainly to be wirtied that 
that violence may ever, as in the prefent inftancc, 
fall on the head of thofe, whofe turbulent and difori 
ganizing publications give rife to fuch di/graceful af- 
femblages ♦. 

Remarkabk 



* Such were my refle<^ion8 at the time when the complaint of 
the editor of the Northern Star firfl reached America. I admitted the 
corrednefs of his flatement, becaufe I was in poiTeifion of no fa6ts 
to invalidate it, and attributed the deftruAion of his prefs folely to 
the natural operation of thofe principles and precepts which it hat 
promulgated. But, iince that time, a faithful relation of the whole 
affair has fallen into my hands, which very interefting relation I 
ihall now give, in the words of that fpirited writer, Do^or 
Duigenan, See Anjnjjer to Grattan, page 91. 

" Another of your grievances, is, the fupprcffion of a free prefs^ 
** hy military force. Here you pra6tife your ufual malice and de- 
** ceit : you do not cxpreflly allege, that fuch fupprefTion of a tree 
** prefe, by miliury force, wa by order of the Government ; yet 

♦* you 
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Remarhahle Prophecy ^ by Noah Wehfier,jun. Efq.-— 
All the ineafiires taken in Italy to check the progrefs 
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you evidently in(inuate it, and wiih it fliould be fo underilood ; 

for you iniert it in the lifl of grievances, which you impute to 
** Government ; thus indirectly charging Government with in- 
** vading the liberty of the prefs. The tranfaftion to which you 
** allude is, the deftru<^ion of a prefs and types of a printing- 
•> houfe in Bclfaft, in which was printed the Northern Star^ the 
" n)oft flagitious paper that ever was publiihed in any civilized 
•' anti CI^Tftian country^ to uie your own words, or in any country 
•* whatfoever, where any form of regular government was pre* 
*' ferved : the circumftances I fliall bnefly detail. 

** It was difcovered, that feveral private men in the militia rc- 
*' giment of the county of Monaghan, quartered in Belfaft, a towa 
'^ notorious for diiaffedtion and Edition, had been induced to be- 
•* come members of the in&mous focietyof United Irifhmen, and 
** had taken the oath adminidered to all the members of that de- 
*' teflable gang of traitors ; many of them were immediately ar- 
*• refled and tried by courts-martial, four of tkem were condemn- 
** ed to be fliot, and others of them to various fpecies of military 
** puniihmcnt. The four wretches condemned to death, when 
•* kneeling on their coffins, prepared for the fatal bullets, declar« 
*' ed in the mod folemn manner, that they had been feduced from 
^* their allegiance, and into the meafures that hadbrought them to 
*' their then deplorable (ituation, principally by reading the trca- 
*' fonable publications in the Northern Star; and earneuly exhortr 
** ed their fellow-foldiers never to read that flagitious paper. Thi^ 
*' pathetic dying exhortation, and the view of the bleeding car- 
*' cafes of thefe unhappy vi^ms to treafon, made fuch an impref- 
** fion on the private foldiers of the regiment, that, upon iheirre* 
•< turn to their quarters, they unanimo\illy adopted a declaration 
*' of their fincere repentance, and their determinations of loyalty 
*' for the'future, in which they, with great jufticc, afcribed the 
*' fedu6lion of their unfortunate comrades^ and many of them* 
** felves, to the wicked and treaibnable artifices of the inhabitants 
*< of Belfaft. 

** This declaration one of the fergeants and a few of the privates 
" carried to the two newfpapers printed in that town. By one of 
*♦ the papers (the Belfaft News-Letter) it was publifhed : by the 
*' other (the Northern Star) it was rejected with exprcflions of 
" contempt and infult, though the poor men offered to pay for the 
** inferiion of it, at any rate of advertifing that the printerlhould 
**- demand. This conduct in the printer of the paper, to which 
•• the regiment fo juftly attributed the misfortune of their compa- 
** nioiis, fo incenfcd the private foldiers, tliat forpe pf tben^ on 
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o( jacohinifirif or rather o( republicanifm^ will have but 
a temporary efFeft, The principles which the 
French armies have fpread in Italy, aided by 30,000 
French troops, which are to remain there, will, in a 
few years, revolutionize all that country. The Pope 
will lofe his mitre y arid the King of Naples his throne. 
Amen *. 



New^ York, Augufi 1 2, 
An7io Domini 1797. 



Tuesday, 15^^ August. 
To Philip Fatio, Efq. 

Dearust Don, ^ 

Want of time rather than want of inclination ha* 
caufcd a chafm in our correfpondenoe. I felt fo 
much plcafure from the dear little billet-doux that X 

> received 



•* the following night flole from their quarters, broke into the 
*' piinting-houfe, and demolifhed the prefs and types. 

*' Now, Sir," adds the author, *' have you any proof what- 
•* ever, or any reafon for forming even a probable conjecture, 
** that the above violence was commanded, or even countenanced 
•* in any manner by the Government ? If fo, what are your proofs 
f* and j-eafons r — This pretended grievance, like the others, is the 
•* creature of your own malice, &c. &c. &c/' 

So much for the Northern Star. That infamous paper is now 
no more ; but I thought it right to infert thus much reipefting it, 
that I might at a future day have the pleafure to refled, that I waa 
amongft thofe who (incerely and heartily execrated one of the moft 
nefarious publications that the world ever faw. 

* That the predictions of this malignant, bitter, black-heartcd 
Prelbyterian may prove falfe every good man muft wifti. What 
intereft can this mifcreant have in the fall of the Pope and of the 
King of Naples ? The wretch pretends to deteft the French, and 
to defire them and their principles to be kept far from America; 
why then does the contemptible, the vapid foothfayer, fend them 
Co devaftate other countries ? — N.B. It will not be amifs to rcmem- 

a ber. 
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received from you, that 1 at once formed the grateful 
refolution of plying you with letters as long as it 
ihould pleafe God to keep you above ground ; but 
the bed of refolutions are lial)le to be broken, and I 
am fure my dear Fatio will excufe the breaking of 
mine, becaufe his own heart muft tell him, that it 
could not be owing to want of refpedl or affec- 
tion. 

I have, my dear fellow, juft received difpatches . 
from Quebec, containing part of the trial of poor 
M^Leati^ whom the cruel Canadians have put to 
death. They put a rope round his pretty neck, it 
feems, on the 26th of July, and fo he died ; but pre- 
vious to this ceremony he was, as I was faying, tried 
by what we call a judge and jury, and from this trial 
I fend you (he following extradl, as I am certain it 
jnuft give both you and Don Yrujo a great deal of 
plea fure. 

" John Black, Efq. — Was at home when Frichette 
•• came to his houle, and offered fome oak timber for 
*^ falc ; but after a little time defired to fpeak with 
** him in private. When alone, Frichette, after fome 
** introductory convcrfation, alkcd him if he was the 
** Mr. Black who had been imprifoncd by Govern- 
*' ment in 1 794. The witnefs faid he vi^as. Can you be 
** depended upon ? faid Frichette,^ lignificantly. The 
*' witnefs anfwered in the affirmative; upon which 
" l^richettc told him that he was fent by a French 
" General, then in the woods near Wolfs Cove, to 
'' fay that he wifhed to fee him, and that he would 
" condu6l the witnefs to him ; the witnefs thought 
" he ought to go to difcover who this French Gjene- 
*• ral was, and what were his plans^ and accordingly 

^^ confented; 



ber, that Noah looks upon the caufc of the French to be that of 
rcfublkanifjfu What an infernal thing muft republicanifm then 
be! 
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*** confented ; he was condu(9ted by Frichette to the 
" wood near Wolfs Cove, where he found the prL- 
*' fonen He apologized for the liberty he had takea 
^^ in fending for him, and after obferving that tbc 
*^ witnefs had probably learnt fomething of his 
** views from Frichette, told him, Uhat iewasjbny 
*' to fee a great people groaning under the tyranny of 
*^ England,^ and added, ^ My ohjeB is to put out the 
*' Britijh Government from the continent of America* 
*' The witnefs aiked. By what means ? Upon which 
*^ the prifoner entered fully into a plan of exciting the 
** Canadians to take arms againft the Government : 
" he propofed firft to engage a few men of influ- 
ence, and by their means to provide others, that 
thefe fhould be joined by many others, already en-- 
gaged in the United States of America, who would 
enter the province previous to a certain day to be 
*^ appointed, under various pretences. Apart of the 
arms to be pikes headed with iron, of eight feet in 
length. He thought, he faid, that the garrifon of 
" Quebec might be furprifed, and that meafures 
*^ might be adopted for diftributing liquors mixt with 
** laudanum, to the troops ; he faid he wiflied not to 
^* take a life, if poffible to avoid it ; ^ Bat at the fame 
time,' faid he, * for the fake of pofterity, all who 
refift muftfalL' The prifoner then told him, that 
** he left Mr. Adet on the feventh of April, and that 
** he was going to France immediately, to procure 
*^ the number of French troops neceffary to co-ope- 
" rate in the intendec} revolution — ^ The Spanijh Mi" 
^^ nifier at Philadelphia is aljo concerned zvith us* iaid 
*^ the prifoner, ^ but Adet is the man of bufinefs ; the 
*^ Spaniard is a fopy 

Now, my dear friend, I Ihall leave you and ^' the 

" Knight of the dijlinguijhed order** to chew this over. 

It muft be a cud as Iweet to you as bloiromed clover 

to a half-flarvcd cow. ^^ Laudanum to the troops! 

4 All 
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All who ^^refijimuji fall r Well enough Don Carlos 
might turn up his noie at Brttijh htrniamiy. 

I pray God to preferve you till I get the remain* 
der of the trial^ and am^ 

Your moft obedient fervant, 

P. Fo&CUFlNB* 
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